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LETTERS, ETC. 



RD CHANCELLOR BACON. 



CCX. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM . 

I have this morning received the petty roll for the 
sheriffs. I received also the papers exhibited by Sir 
Miles Fleetwood, which I will use to his majesty's best 
service, and thereupon give account to liis majesty when 
time serveth. 

My care, which is not dormant touching his majesty's 
service, especially that of treasure, which is now tsiimma 
smmnaruM, maketh me propound to liis majesty a mat- 
ter, which, God is my witness, I do without contempla- 
tion of friend or end, but animo recto. 

If Sir Edward Coke continue sick, or keep in, I fear 
his majesty's service will languish too, in those things 
which touch upon law ; as the calling in debts, recusants, 
alienations, defalcations, etc. And tins is most certain, 
tliat in these new diligences, if the first beginning cool, 
all will go hack to the old bias. Therefore it may please 
his majesty to think of it, whether there will not be a 
kind of necessity to add my lord chief justice of England 
to the commissioners of treasure. This I move only to 
the king and your lordship, otherwise it is a thing ex non 
entibus. God preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
From the Star-chamber, 
35 Not. 161B. 

P. S. I forget not Tufton's cause. All things stay, 
and precedents are in search. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 8a. 
VOL. VI. B 
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CCXI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 

\ 






Tnis long book, which I send for his majesty's signa- 
ture, was upon a conference and consult yesternight (at 
which time I was assisted by the two chief justices, and 
attended by the surveyor, attorney, and receiver of the 
court of wards, Fleetwood) framed and allowed. 

It is long, because we all thought fit not to piece new 
instructions with old instructions, but to reduce both old 
and new into one body of instructions. I do not 
that of the articles, which are many, any could have been 
spared. They are plain, but they have a good property, 
that they will take fast hold. I may not trouble liis 
majesty with choosing some of them in particular, when 
all are good : only I think fit to let his majesty know of 
one, wliich is, that according to ltis own directions, the 
oath of making no private unlawful profit is now as well 
translated to the master and officers, that may take, as 
to the parties and suitors that may give. 

It little becometh me to possess his majesty that this 
will he to his majesty's benefit ten thousands yearly, or 
fifteen thousands, or twenty thousands : for these rattles 
are fitter for mountebanks of service, than grave coun- 
sellors. But my advices, as far as I am able to discern, 
tend or extend but to thus much : this is his majesty's 
surest and easiest way for his most good. 

Sir Miles Fleetwood, who both now and heretofore 
hath done very good service in this, meriteth to be par- 
ticularly from your lordship encouraged ; which I beseech 
your lordship not to forget. God ever prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most faithful bounden Friend and Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 



CCXII. TO THE KING *, 



According to your majesty's pleasure, signified to us 
by the lord marquis Buckingham, we have considered of 
the fitness and conveniency of the gold and silver thread 

1 Stcpheiu'i Second Collection, p.B9. * Ibid. p. 90. 
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business, as also the profit that may accrue unto your 
majesty. 

We are all of opinion that it is convenient that the 
same should be settled, having been brought hither at 
the great charge of your majesty's now agents, and being 
a means to set many of your poor subjects on work ; and 
to this purpose there was a former certificate to your 
majesty from some of us with others. 

And for the profit that will arise, we see no cause to 
doubt : but do conceive apparent likelihood, that it will 
redound much to your majesty's profit, which we esteem 
may be at the least 10,000/. by the year; and therefore 
in a business of such benefit to your majesty, it were 
good it were settled with all convenient speed, by all 
lawful means that may be thought of, which, notwith- 
standing, we most humbly leave to your majesty's highest 
wisdom. 

Your Majesty's moit humble and faithful Servants, 
PR. VERULAM, CANC. 
H. MONTAGU. HENRY YELVERTON. 

4 Oct. 1618. The mnrquis of Buckingham writes from TheobaMi to the 
lord chancellor, tlmt the king bciny desirous to he satisfied of the gold and 
silver thread business, would have his lordship cunsult the lord chief jmtice, 
and the attorney and solicitor- general therein. 



CCXIIl. TO THE KING . 



I do many times with gladness, and for a remedy of 
my other labours, revolve in my mind the great happi- 
ness which God, of his singular goodness, hath accumu- 
lated upon your majesty every way ; and how complete 
the same would be if the state of your means were once 
. rectified, and well ordered ; your people military and 
obedient, tit for war, used to peace : your church ifiight- 
ened with good preachers, as an heaven of stars ; your 
judges learned, and learning from you, just, and just by 
your example ; your nobility in a right distance between 
crown and people, no oppressors of the people, no over- 

1 Stephens's .Second Collection, p. 90. 
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shadowers of the crown ; your council full of tributes 
care, faith and freedom ; your gentlemen and justices 
peace willing to apply your royal mandates to the nature 
of their several counties, but ready to obey ; your ser- 
vants in awe of your wisdom, in hope of your goodness ; 
the fields growing every day, by the improvement and re- 
covery of grounds, from the desert to the garden ; the 
city grown from wood to brick ; your sea-walls or jKimce- 
rium of your island surveyed, and in edifying ; your 
merchants embracing the whole compass of the world, 
east, west, north, and south ; the times give you peace, 
and yet oner you opportunities of action abroad : and 
lastly your excellent royal issue entaileth these blessings 
and favours of God to descend to all posterity. It rest- 
eth, therefore, that God having done so great things for 
your majesty, and you for others, you would do so much 
for yourself, as to go through, according to your good 
beginnings, with the rectifying and settling of your es- 
tate and means, which only is wanting ; hoc rebus defuit 
maim. I therefore, whom only love and duty to your 
majesty, and your royal line, hath made a financier, do 
intend to present unto your majesty a perfect book of 
your estate, like a perspective glass, to draw your estate 
nearer to your sight ; beseeching your majesty to con- 
ceive, that if I have not attained to do that that I woidd 
do, in this which is not proper for me, in my element, I 
shall make your majesty amends in some other thing, in 
which I am better bred. God ever preserve, etc. 

Jan. I, 1618. 



CCXIV. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM'. 

If I should use the count' de Gondemar's action, I 
should first lay your last letter to my mouth in token of 
thanks, and then to my heart in token of contentment, 
and then to my forehead in token of a perpetual remem- 
brance. 

I send now to know how his majesty doth after his re- 
move, and to give you account that yesterday was a day 
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of motions in the chancery. This day was a day of mo- 
tions in the star-chamber, and it was my hap to clear the 
bar, that no man was left to move any tiling, which my 
lords were pleased to note they never saw before. To- 
morrow is a sealing day ; Thursday is the funeral day ; 
so that I pray your lordship to direct me whether I shall 
attend his majesty Friday or Saturday. Friday hath 
some reliques of business, and the commissioners of trea- 
sure have appointed to meet ; but to see his majesty, is 
to me above all. 

I have set down de bene esse, Suffolk's cause, the third 
Hitting next term; if the wind suffer the commission of 
Ireland to be sped. I ever more and more rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC.' 
This i itii May, 1C.il"'. 



CCXV. TO TIIE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 



I acquainted lus majesty with your letter at the first 
opportunity after I received it, who was very well pleased 
with that account of your careful and speedy dispatch of 



G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Greenwich, 13th May, Hi 19. 

P.S. Your business had been done before this, but I 
knew not whether you would have the attorney or soli- 
citor to draw it. 



CCXVI. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR . 

I shewed your letter of thanks to his majesty, who 
says there are too many in it for so small a favour, which 
he holdeth too little to encourage so well a deserving 
servant. For myself, I shall ever rejoice at the manifest- 
ation of his majesty's favour towards you, and will con- 

1 Stephens'! Second Collection, p. 94. ' Ibid. 
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tribute all that is in me to the increasing liis good 
nion; ever resting 



■ fnitbfiJ Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 






CCXVII. TO MY VERY LOVING FRIENDS SIR THOMAS 
LEIGH AND SIR THOMAS PUCKERING, KNIGHTS AND 
BARONETS'. 

After my hearty commendations, being informed by 
the petition of one Thomas Porten, a poor Yorkshireman, 
of a heavy accident by fire, whereby his house, his wife, 
and a child, together with all his goods, were utterly 
burnt and consumed ; which misfortune, the petitioner 
suggests with much eagerness, was occasioned by the 
wicked practices and conjurations of one John Clarkson 
of Rowington in the county of Warwick, and his daugh- 
ter, persons of a wandering condition, affirming, for in- 
stance, that one Mr. Hailes of Warwick did take from 
the said Clarkson certain books of conjuration and witch- 
craft : that the truth of the matter may be rightly known, 
and that Clarkson and his daughter, if there be ground 
for it, may answer the law according to the merit of so 
heinous a fact, I have thought good to wish and desire 
you to send for Clarkson and his daughter, and as upon due 
examination you shall find cause, to take order for their 
forthcoming, and answering of the matter at the next as- 
size for the county of York ; and also to confer with Mr. 
Hailes, whether he took from the said Clarkson any such 
book of conjuration, as the petitioner pretends he did, 
and to see them in safe custody. Whereupon I desire 
to be certified how you find the matter ; and your doing 
thereupon. So not doubting of your special care and di- 
ligence herein, I bid you heartily farewell, and rest 

Your very loving Friend, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

Ywk-liouie, is May, 1619. 



Y tick- house. 
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CCXVIII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

I send his majesty a volume of my lord of Bangor's 
and my lord Sheffield, whereof I spake when I left his 
majesty at Theobalds. His majesty may be pleased, at 
bis own good time and pleasure, to cast his eye upon it. 
I purpose at my coming to London to confer with the 
chief justice as his majesty appointed : and to put the 
business of the pursevants in a way, which I think will 
be best by a commission of Oyer and Terminer; for the 
star-chamber, without confession, is long seas. I should 
advise that this point of the pursevants were not single, 
but that it be coupled in the commission with the of- 
fences of keepers of prisons hereabouts : it hath a great 
affinity ; for pursevants are but ambulatory keepers, and 
it works upon the same party, of the papists ; and it is 
that wherein many of his majesty's and the council's se- 
vere charges have been hitherto unfruitful ; and it doth 
a great deal of mischief. I have some other reasons for 
it. But of this it will he fittest to advertise more parti- 
cularly, what I have resolved of on advice, upon confe- 
rence with the chief justice. I am wonderful glad to 
hear of the king's good health. God preserve his ma- 
jesty and your lordship. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
Goihanihnrv, this last of July, 1619. FR. VERULAM, CANC. 



CCXIX. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 



Your lordship hath sent so good news to his majesty, 
that I could have wished you had been the reporter of it 
yourself; but seeing you came not, I cannot but give you 
thanks for employing me in the delivering of that which 
pleased his majesty so well, whereof he will put your 
lordship in mind, when he seeth you. I am glad we are 
come so near together, and hoping to see you at Wind- 
sor, I rest 

Tour Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 
39 Aug. 1619. G. BUCKINGHAM. 

' Stephens'! Second Collection, p. 95. ■ Ibid. p. 96. 
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CCXX. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR *- 



As I was reading your lordship's letter, his majesty 
ame, and took it of my hands, when he knew from 
whom it came, before I could read the paper inclosed : 
and told roe that you had done like a wise counsellor : 
first setting down the state of the question, and then pro- 
pounding the difficulties, the rest being to be done in its 
own time. 

I am glad of this occasion of writing to your lordship, 
that I may now let your lordship understand his majes- 
ty's good conceit and acceptation of your service, upon 
your discourse with him at Windsor, which though I 
heard not myself, yet I heard his majesty much commend 
it both for the method and the affection you shewed 
therein to his affairs, in such earnest manner, as if you 
made it your only study and care to advance his majes- 
ty's service. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faitlifnl Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Wanateid, 9 Sept. 1619. 



CCXXI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM . 

I think it my duty to let his majesty know what I 
find in this cause of the ore team. For as his majesty 
hath good experience, that when his business comes upon 
the stage, I carry it with strength and resolution ; so in 
the proceedings I love to be wary and considerate. 

I wrote to your lordship by my last, that I hoped by 
the care I had taken, the business would go well, but 
without that care I was sure it would not go well. This 
I meant because I had had conference with the two 
chief justices, Sir Edward Coke being present, and 
handled the matter so, that not without much ado I left 
both the chief justices firm to the cause and satisfied. 

But calling to mind that in the main business, not- 
withstanding 1 and the chief justices went one way, yet 

1 Strplicna'a Second Collection, p. 96. ' Ibid. p. 97, 
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the day was not good, and I should be loth to see more 
of such days, I am not without some apprehension. For 
though we have Sir Edward Coke earnest and forward, 
insomuch as he advised the ore tonus, before I knew it 
at Wanstead, and now bound the Dutchmen over to the 
star-chamber, before I was made privy; unto both which 
proceedings I did nevertheless give approbation : yet if 
there should be either the major part of the votes the 
other way, or any main distraction, though we bear it 
tlu-ough, I should think it a matter full of inconvenience. 
But that which gives me most to think, is the carriage 
of Mr. Attorney, which sorteth neither witli the busi- 
ness, nor with himself: for, as I hear from divers, and 
partly perceive, he is fallen from earnest, to be cool and 
faint : which weakness, if it should make the like alter- 
ation at the bar, it might overthrow the cause. All the 
remedy which is in my power, is by the advice of the 
judges to draw some other of the learned counsel to his 
help ; which he, I know, is unwilling with, but that is all 
one. 

This I thought it necessary to write, lest the king 
should think me asleep, and because I know that his 
majesty's judgment is far better than mine. But I, for 
my part, mean to go on roundly; and so I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged t'riend and faithful Servant, 
Octob. 9, 1G19. ™- VERULAM, CANC. 

If the king in his great wisdom should any ways in- 
cline to have the ore tenus put off, then the way were 
to command that the matter of the ore tonus should be 
given in evidence, by way of aggravation in the main 
cause. And it is true, that if this precursory matter 
goeth well, it giveth great entrance into the main cause ; 
if ill, contrariwise, it will do hurt and disadvantage to 
the main. 



CCXXII. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR . 



The news of this victory hath so well pleased his ma- 
jesty, that he giveth thanks to all ; and I among the rest, 
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who had no other part but the delivering of your letter, 
had my part of his good acceptation, which he would 
have rewarded after the Roman fashion with every man 
a garland, if it had been now in use; but after the fa- 
shion of his gracious goodness, he giveth your lordship 
thanks : and would have you deliver the like in his ma- 
jesty's name to Sir Edward Coke, and the judges. Your 
news which came the first, gave his majesty a very good 
breakfast, and I hope his health will be the better after it. 

YoHr Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



Thanks on the success in the ore tonus agninst the Dutch. 



an 
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CCXXIII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM '. 

These things which I write now and heretofore in this 
cause, I do not write so as any can take knowledge that 
I write ; but I dispatch things ex officio here, and yet 
think it fit inwardly to advertise the king what doth oc- 
cur. And I do assure your lordship, that if I did serve 
any king whom I did not think far away wiser than my- 
self, I would not write in the midst of business, but go 
on of myself. 

This morning, notwithstanding my speech yesterday 
with the duke*, he delivered this letter inclosed, and I 
having cleared the room of all save the court and learned 
counsel, whom I required to stay, the letter was read a 
little before our hour of sitting. When it was read, Mr. 
Attorney began to move, that my lord should not ac- 
knowledge his offences as he conceived he had committed 
them, but as they were charged; and some of the lords 
speaking to that point, I thought fit to interrupt and 
divert that kind of question; and said, before we consi- 
dered of the extent of my lord's submission, we were first 
to consider of the extent of our own duty and power ; 
for that I conceived it was neither fit for us to stay pro- 
:eeding, nor to move his majesty in that which was be- 
fore us in course of justice: unto which, being once pro- 

Stephcns's Second Collection, p. 99, ' 01" Lenox. 
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pounded by me, all the lords and the rest mm voce 
assented. I would not so much as ask the question, 
whether, though we proceeded, I should send the letter 
to his majesty, because I would not straiten his majesty 
in any thing. 

The evidence went well, I will not say I sometime 
holp it, as far as was fit for a judge ; and at the rising of 
the court, I moved their lordships openly, whether they 
would not continue this cause from day to day till it 
were ended ; which they thought not fit, in regard of the 
general justice which would be delayed in all courts. 
Yet afterwards within I prevailed so far, as we have ap- 
pointed to sit Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, and 
to sit by eight of the clock, and so to dispatch it before 
the king come, if we can. God preserve and prosper 
you. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 



CCXXIV. TO TIIE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 






I have received your letters by both your servants, 
and have acquainted his majesty with them, who is ex- 
ceedingly pleased with the course you have held in the 
earl of Suffolk's business, and holdeth himself so much 
the more beholden to you, because you sent the letter of 
your own motion, without order or consent ef the lords, 
whereby his majesty is not tied to an answer. His ma- 
jesty hath understood by many, how worthily your lord- 
ship hath carried yourself both in this and the Dutch 
business : for which lie hath commanded me to give you 
thanks in his name, and seeth your care to be so great 
in all things that concern his service, that he cannot but 
much rejoice in the trust of such a servant, which is no 
less comfort to 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 
HojBtor, 85 Oet. 1619. G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorsed thus, 

On my lord of Bucks inclosing a tetter of slihmission from 
my lord of Sujolfc. 

.■i Second Collection, p. luv. 
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CCXXV. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 

My lord of Suffolk's cause is this day sentenced. My 
lord and his lady fined together at 30,000/. with im- 
prisonment in the Tower at their own charge. Bingley 
at 2000/. and committed to the Fleet. Sir Edward 
Coke did his part, I have not heard him do better, and 
began with a fine of 100,000/. but the judges first, and 
most of the rest, reduced it as before. I do not dislike 
that things passed moderately ; and, all things consider- 
ed, it is not amiss, and might easily have been worse. 

There was much speaking of interceding for the 
king's mercy : which, in my opinion, was not so proper 
for a sentence. I said, in conclusion, that mercy was to 
come ex mero motu, and so left it : I took some other 
occasion pertinent to do the king honour, by shewing 
how happy he was in all other parts of his government, 
save only in the manage of his treasure by his officers. 

I have sent the king a new bill for Sussex ; for my 
lord of Nottingham's certificate was true, and I told the 
judges of it before; but they neglected it. I conceive 
the first man, which is newly set down, is the fittest. 
God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and lailhful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

Nov. 13, 1619. 



CCXXVI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

I do not love to interlope by writing in the midst of 
business : but because his majesty commanded me to 
acquaint him with any occurrence which might cross the 
way, I have thought fit to let his majesty know what 
hath passed this day. 

This day, which was the day set down, the great 
cause of the Dutchmen was entered into. The pleading 
being opened, and the case stated by the counsel ; the 
counsel of the defendants made a motion to have certain 
examinations taken concerning the old defendants sup- 
pressed, because they were taken since the last hearing. 

1 Stephens's Second Cullecliun, p. ID;.'. ■ Ibid. p. JCtf. 
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I set the business in a good way, and shewed they 
were but supplemental, and that at the last hearing there 
were some things extrajudicial alleged ad infirniandiim 
cmucientiam judicis, and therefore there was more rea- 
son these should be used ad informundmu conscumtiam 
judicis, and that there was order for it. The order was 
read, and approved both by the court, and the defen- 
dants' own counsel ; but it was alleged, that the order 
was not entered time enough, whereby the defendants 
might likewise examine : wherein certainly there was 
some slip or forgetfulness in Mr. Attorney or Brittain 
that followed it, which I wish had been otherwise : yet 
it went fair out of the court. 

But after dinner mv lords were troubled about it, and 
after much dispute we have agreed to confer silently and 
sine strcpitu to-morrow, and set all straight, calling the 
judges, and the learned counsel, with whom I have 
spoken this evening, I think, to good purpose. For in 
good faith, I am fain to be omnibus omnia, as St. Paul 
saith, to set forward his majesty's service. 

I discern a kind of inclination to take hold of all ac- 
cidents to put off the cause, whereunto neither I shall 
give way, nor I hope his majesty; to-morrow, if cause 
be, I shall write more, but I hope all shall be well. I 
ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
Friday night, Nov. 19, 1619. 



CCXXVJI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM'. 

I have conferred with Sir Lionel Cranfield, accord- 
ing to his majesty's special commandment, touching two 
points of value, for the advancement, the one present, 
the other speedy, of his majesty's revenue. 

The first is of the currants, to restore the imposition 
of five shillings sixpence, laid in the late queen's time, 
and drawn down unduly, to serve private turns, to three 
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shillings lour pence; which will amount to above three 
thousand pounds yearly increase. 

The other is of the tobacco, for which there Is offered 
2000/. increase yearly, to begin at Michaelmas nest, as 
it now is, and 3000?. increase, if the plantations of to- 
bacco here within land be restrained. 

I approve in mine own judgment both propositions, 
with these cautions : That for the first the farmers of the 
currants do by instrument under their seals relinquish to 
the king all their claim thereto by any general words of 
their patent. And for the second, that the bargain be 
concluded and made before the proclamation go forth ; 
wherein perhaps there will occur some doubt in law, be- 
cause it restraineth the subject in the employment of his 
freehold at his liberty. But being so many ways pro 
bonn publico, I think it good enough. 

His majesty may therefore be pleased to write his let- 
ter to the commissioners of the treasury, signifying his 
majesty's pleasure directly in both points to have them 
done, and leaving to us the consideration de modo. God 
ever prosper you. I rest 

Your LonUhip'ii most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC, 






CCXXVIIL TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

I send the submission of Sir Thomas Lake, drawn in 
such form ns upon a meeting with me, of the chief jus- 
tices and the learned counsel, was conceived agreeable 
to his majesty's meaning and directions ; yet lest we 
should err, we thought good to send it to his majesty. 
It is to be returned with speed, or else there will be no 
day in court to make it. God bless and prosper you. 
I rest 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend and faiibfnl Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
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CCXXIX. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HOWOUftABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your lordship's 
letter, and with the submission you sent drawn for Sir 
Thomas Lake, which his majesty liketh well ; and he- 
cause he served him in so honourable a place, is gra- 
ciously pleased that he maketh submission in writing, so 
that my lady of Exeter be contented and the lords, whom 
his majesty would have you acquaint therewith. And 
so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, 29 Nov. 1619. 



CCXXX. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

MY VERY GOOD IORD, 

We sentence to-morrow, but I write to day, because 
I would not leave the king in suspense. v 

I shall write not so good news as I would, but better 
than I expected. 

We met amongst ourselves to-day, which I find was 
necessary, more than convenient. I gave aim that the 
meeting was not to give a privy verdict, or to determine 
what was a good proof or not a good proof, nor who was 
guilty or not guilty, but only to think of some fit pro- 
portion of the fines, that there mought be less distraction 
in the sentence, in a cause so scattered. Some would 
have entered into the matter itself, but I made it good, 
and kept them from it. 

I perceive the old defendants will be censured, as well 
as the new, which was the gole, and I am persuaded the 
king will have a great deal of honour of the cause. Their 
fines will be moderate, but far from contemptible. The 
attorney did very well to-day ; I perceive he is a better 
pleader than a director, and more eloquent than con* 
siderate. 

Little thinks the king what ado I have here, but I am 
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sure I acquit my trust. To-morrow I will write parti- 
cularly. God ever preserve you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

Tuesday afternoon, this 
7th Dec. 1619. 

The marquis of Buckingham writes that he had acquainted his majesty 
with this letter, who commanded him to give the lord chancellor thank3 tor 
his speed in advertising those things that pass, and for the great eare he 
ever seeth his lordship has in his service. 



CCXXXI. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 

MY LORD, 

His majesty having seen in this great business your 
exceeding care and diligence in his service by the effect 
which hath followed thereupon, hath commanded me to 
give you many thanks in his name, and to tell you that 
he seeth you play the part of all in all, etc. 

Yours, etc. 

G. BUCKINGHAM; 

Newmarket, 10 Dec. 1619. 

Indorsed, 

In the Dutch Cause. 



CCXXXII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM \ 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

To keep form, I have written immediately to his ma- 
jesty of justice Croke's death, and send your lordship the 
letter open, wishing time were not lost. God preserve 
and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's ever, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
24 Jan. 1619. 



CCXXXIII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM K 

MY VERY GOOD LOKD, 

I doubt not but Sir Giles Montpesson advertiseth 
your lordship how our revenue business proceeds. I 
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would his majesty had rested upon the first names; for 
the additional, specially the exchequer man, doth not 
only weaken the matter, but weakeneth my forces in it, 
lie being thought to have been brought in across. But 
I go on, and hope good service will be done. 

For the commissions to be published in the star-cham- 
ber, for which it pleaseth his majesty to give me special 
thanks, I will have special care of them in time. God 
ever prosper you. 

Your Loriiibty'i total obliged Fricml ami faithful Servant, 

PR. VER'JLAM, CANC. 

10 Veb. 1619. 



Cl'XXXIV. TO THE KING ' 



According to your commandment, we met together 
yesterday at Whitehall, and there consulted wliat course 
were fittest to be taken now in this business, of your 
majesty's attorney-general, both for the satisfying your 
own honour, as also for calling in the late exorbitant 
charter of the city ; which are the two ends, as we con- 
ceive, that your majesty proposed unto yourself. 

To effect both wliich, we humbly presume to present 
thus much unto your majesty as our opinion. First, 
that an information be put into the star-chamber, as we 
formerly advised, against your attorney as delinquent, 
against the mayor, etc. as interested, and against the re- 
corder also, mixtly with some touch of charge. 

That the submission by letter offered by Mr. Attor- 
ney is no way satisfactory for your majesty's honour ; but 
is to he of record by way of answer, and deduced to more 
particulars. 

That any submission or surrender of the patents by the 
city should be also of record in their answer ; and no 
other can be received with your majesty's honour, but by 
answer in court : the same to come merely of themselves, 
without any motion on your majesty's behalf directly or 
indirectly ; which being done in tliis form, it will be 
afterwards in your majesty's choice and pleasure to use 
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mercy, and to suspend any farther proceedings against 
your attorney. 

That it is of necessity as well for the putting in of this 
information, as for your majesty's other urgent and pub- 
lic services in that and other courts, to have a sequestra- 
tion presently of your attorney, and a provisional com- 
mission to some other, during your majesty's pleasure, to 
execute that charge. For both which, instruments legal 
shall be provided as soon as your majesty's pleasure is 
known. To which we humbly and dutifully submit our 
advice and opinion, beseeching God to bless your ma- 
jesty's sacred person with continuance and increase of 
much health and happiness : wherewith, humbly kissing 
your royal hands, we rest 

Your Majesty's most bumble and faithful Subjects ami Servants, 
FB. VERULAM, CANC. CEO. CALVERT, 
T. ARUNDEL, JUL. C/ESAR, 

ROBERT NAUNTON, EDW. COKE. 

At your Mnjrsty's Palace of 
Whitehall, Mm 16, ^6t0. 



CCXXXV. TO THE MARQUIS OP BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

I have lately certified Iris majesty on the behalf of 
Sir George Chaworth, by secretary Calvert, touching the 
place of a remembrancer in the chancery for setting down 
of causes. And because the gentleman telleth me, the 
king thought my certificate a little doubtful ; he desired 
me to write to your lordship, touching my approbation 
more plainly. It is true, that I conceive it to be a good 
business, and will he for the service of the court, and 
ease of the subject ; I will look it shall be accompanied 
with good cautions. 

We ruffle over business here in council apace, and I 
tliink to reasonable good purpose. By my next I will 
write of some fit particulars. I ever rest 

Your most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
June SI, 1C20. 

' Sleplitn*'= Sei'oiid Cnlkcliou, )i, no. 
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CCXXXVI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

The tobacco business is well settled in all points. For 
the coals, they that brought the offer to secretary Cal- 
vert, do very basely shrink from their words ; but we are 
casting about to piece it and perfect it. The two goose- 
quills Maxwell and Alured have been pulled, and they 
have made submissions in that kind which the board 
thought fit : for we would not do them the honour to 
require a recantation of their opinion, but an acknow- 
ledgment of their presumption. 

His majesty doth very wisely, not shewing much care 
or regard to it, yet really to suppress their licentious 
course of talking and writing. My old lord Burghley 
was wont to say, that the Frenchman when he hath 
talked, he hath done ; but the Englishman when he hath 
talked, he begins. It evaporateth malice and discontent 
in the one, and kindleth it in the other. And therefore 
upon some fit occasion I wish a more public example. 
The king's state, if I should now die and were opened, 
would be found at my heart, as queen Mary said of Ca- 
lais ; we find additionals still, but the consumption go- 
eth on. I pray God give his majesty resolution, passing 
by at once all impediments and less respects, to do that 
which may help it, before it be irremediable. God ever 
preserve and prosper your lordship. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
23 J Sly, 16i»0. 

I have stayed the thousand pounds set upon Engle- 
field for his majesty, and given order for levying it. 



CCXXXVH. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

One gave me a very good precept for the stone ; that 
I should think of it most when I feel it least. This I 
apply to the king's business, which surely I revolve most 
when I am least in action ; whereof at my attendance I 

s Second Collection, p. in. * IWd. p. ll«. 
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will give his majesty such account as can proceed from 
my poor and mean abilities, which as his majesty out of 
grace may think to be more than they are, so I out of 
desire may think sometime they can effect more than they 
can. But still it must he remembered, that the string- 
ing of the harp, nor the tuning of it, will not serve, ex- 
cept it be well played on from time to time. 

If his majesty's business or commandments require it, 
I will attend him at Windsor, though I would be glad 
to be spared, because quick airs at this time.of the year 
do affect me. At London, and so at Theobalds and 
Hampton-Court, I will not fail, God willing, to wait 
upon his majesty. Mean while I am exceeding glad to 
hear his majesty hath been lusty and well this progress. 
Thus, much desiring to see your lordship, ' cujus amor 
tantum mihi crescit in horas,' as the poet saith, I ever 
remain 

Yoni- LunMiip".- moM ub'inei! ! lit. in I bsii] luitlifu! Servant, 

Fit. VERULAM, CANC. 

Gui luimbiiry, this 80fh 
ufAiig. ltiiri. 






CCXXXVIII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM '- 

I write now oidy a letter of thanks to lus majesty, 
for that I hear, in my absence he was pleased to express 
towards me, though unworthy, a great deal of grace and 
good opinion before his lords; which is much to my 
comfort, whereunto I must ever impute your iordship as 
accessary. I have also written to him what signification 
I received from secretary Naunton of his majesty's will 
and pleasure, lest in so great a business there should be 
any mistaking. 

The pain of my foot is gone, but the weakness doth 
a little remain, so as I hope within a day or two to have 
full use of it. I ever remain 

Your Lordship's moat obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

* Octab. 16S0. 

1 Stepbems Second Collodion, p. 113. 
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CCXXXIX. TO THE KING*. 

I thought myself an unfortunate man that I could 
not attend you at Theobalds. But I hear that your 
majesty hath done, as God Almighty useth to do, which 
is to turn evil into good, in that your majesty hath been 
pleased upon that occasion to express before your lords 
your gracious opinion and favour towards me, which I 
most humbly thank your majesty for, and will aspire to 
deserve. 

Secretary Naunton this day brought me your pleasure 
in certain notes ; that I should advise with the two cliief 
justices, old parliament-men, and Sir Edward Coke, who 
is also their senior in that school, and Sir Randall Crewe 
the last speaker, and such other judges as we should 
think fit, touching that which mought in true policy, 
without packing or degenerate arts, prepare to a parlia- 
ment, in case your majesty should resolve of one to be 
held ; and withal lie signified to me some particular 
points, which your majesty very wisely had deduced. 

All your majesty's business is super cor meum, (or I 
lay it to heart, but this is a business secundum cor meum ; 
and yet, as I will do your majesty all possible good ser- 
vices in it, so I am far from seeking to impropriate to 
myself the thanks, but shall become omnibus omnia, as 
St. Paul saith, to attain your majesty's ends. 

As soon as I have occasion, 1 will write to your ma- 
jesty touching the same, and will have special care to 
communicate with my lords, in some principal points, 
though all things are not at first fit for the whole table. 
I ever rest 

Your Majesty's most iKiLiiuieii and moat devoted Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

a Oct. ltiio. 

Your majesty needeth not to doubt but that I shall 
carry the business with that secrecy which appertained. 
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CCXL. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM '. 

Yesterday I called unto us the two chief justices, 
and serjeant Crewe, about the parliament business. To 
call more judges, I thought not good. It would be little 
to assistance, much to secrecy. The distribution of the 
business we made was into four parts. 

I. The perusing of the former grievance, and of things 
of like nature which have come since. 

II. The consideration of a proclamation, with the 
clauses thereof, especially touching elections ; which 
clauses nevertheless, we are of opinion, should be rather 
monitory than exclusive. 

III. The inclusive : that is to say, what persons were 
fit to be of the house, tending to make a sufficient and 
well-composed house of the ablest men of the kingdom, 
fit to be advised with circa ardua regni, as the stile of 
the writs goeth, according to the pure and true institu- 
tion of a parliament ; and of the means to place such 
persons without novelty or much observation. For this 
purpose we made some lists of names of the prime coun- 
sellors, and principal statesmen or courtiers ; of the 
gravest or wisest lawyers ; of the most respected and best 
tempered knights and gentlemen of the county. And 
here obiter we did not forget to consider who were the 
houtefeus of the last session, how many of them are dead, 
how many reduced, and how many remain, and what 
were fit to be done concerning them. 

IV. The having ready of some commonwealth bills, 
that may add respect and acknowledgment of the king's 
care ; not wooing bills to make the king and his graces 
cheap ; but good matter to set them on work, that an 
empty stomach do not feed upon humour. 

Of these four points, that which concerneth persons is 
not so fit to be communicated with the council-table, but 
to be kept within fewer hands. The other three may, 
when they are ripe. 

Mean while I thought good to give his majesty an 
account what is done, and in doing, humbly craving his 

1 Stppbena's Second Collection, p. 1 15. 
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direction if any thing be to be altered or added ; though 
it may be ourselves shall have second thoughts, this being 
bi|t the result of our first meeting. 

The state of his majesty's treasure still maketh me 
sad, and I am sorry I was not at Theobalds to report it, 
or that it was not done by my fellows : it is most neces- 
sary we do it faithfully and freply : for to flatter in this, 
were to betray his majesty with a kiss. I humbly pray 
his majesty to think of my former counsel ; and this I 
will promise, that whomsoever his majesty shall make 
treasurer, if his majesty shall direct him to have relation 
to my advice, I will continue the same care and advice I 
do now, and much more chearfully when I shall perceive 
that my propositions shall not be liter te scripts in glacie. 

Mean while, to keep the commission in doing of some- 
what worth the doing, it may please his majesty to take 
knowledge, that upon our report we had agreed to make 
remonstrance to him, that we thought Ireland might, if 
his majesty leave it to our care, be brought by divers 
good expedients to bear their own charge ; and therefore 
his majesty may be pleased by his commandment to set 
us in hand with it out of hand. God ever prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC 
Octob. r, 1620. 



CCXLI. TO THR LORD CHANCELLOR f . 

MV LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter, and 
labour in his service, for which he commandeth me to 
give you thanks, and to let your lordship know, that he 
liketh exceeding well your method held by the judges, 
which could not be amended, and concurreth with you 
in your opinions. First, touching the proclamation, that 
it should be monitory and persuasive, rather than com- 
pulsive: and, secondly, that the point concerning the 
persons, who should be admitted, and who avoided, is fit 
to be kept from the knowledge of the council-table, and 
to be carried with all secrecy. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. llf. 
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For the business of Ireland, his majesty had heard of 
it before, and gave commandment to the master of the 
wards, that it should be hastened and set in hand with 
all speed, which his majesty doubteth not but is done by 
this time. Touching your advice for a treasurer, his 
majesty is very mindful of it, and will let you know as 
much at his return, when he will speak farther with your 
lordship of it. And so I rest 

Youi^s, etc* 
Royston, 9 October, 1620. Gm BUCKINGHAM. 



CCXLII. THIS LETTER WAS WRITTEN WITH THE KING S 

. OWN HAND, TO MY LORD CHANCELLOR VERULAM, 

UPON HIS LORDSHIP'S SENDING TO HIS MAJESTY HIS 



NOVUM ORGANUM*. 



MY LORD, 

I have received your letter, and your book, than the 
which yon could not have sent a more acceptable present 
unto me. How thankful I am for it, cannot better be 
expressed by me, than bjr a firm resolution I have taken ; 
first, to read it through with care and attention, though 
I should steal some hours from my sleep : having other- 
wise, as little spare time to read it, as you had to write 
it. And then, to use the liberty of a true friend, in not 
sparing to ask you the question in any point whereof I 
shall stand in doubt: nam ejus est explicare, cujus est 
condere: as, on the other part, I will willingly give a due 
commendation to such places, as, in my opinion, shall de- 
serve it. In the mean time I can with comfort assure 
you, that you , could not have made choice of a subject 
more befitting your place, and your universal and me- 
thodical knowledge ; and in the general, I have already 
observed, that you jump with me, in keeping the mid way 
between the two extremes ; as also in some particulars I 
have found that you agree fully with my opinion. And 
so praying God to give your work as good success as 
your heart can wish, and your labours deserve, I bid you 
heartily farewell 

October 16, 1620. JAMES R* 

1 Rawley's Resuscitatio. 
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CCXLUI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

I send his majesty a form of a proclamation for the 
parliament, which I thought fit to offer first to his ma- 
jesty's perusal, before I acquainted the council. 

For that part which concemeth the foreign business, 
his majesty will graciously consider, how easy it is for me 
to mistake, or not to attain; which his majesty in his 
wisdom will pardon, correct, and direct. 

For that part touching the elections, I have commu- 
nicated it with my colleagues, Sir Edward Coke, the two 
chief justices, and 'Serjeant Crewe, who approve it well; 
and we are all of opinion, that it is not good to have it 
more peremptory, more particular, nor more sharp. 

We are thinking of some commonwealth laws, 
amongst which I would have one special for the main- 
tenance of the navy, as well to give occasion to publish, 
to his majesty's honour, what hath been already done ; 
as, to speak plainly, to do your lordship honour in the 
second place ; and besides, it is agreeable to the times. 
God ever prosper you. 

Tour Loidt lii|>'s must obliged Friend and faillifiil Servant, 
FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
Oct. IB, 16S0. 

CCXLIV. DRAUGHT OF A PROCLAMATION FOR A PARLIA- 
MENT, REFERRED TO IN THE PRECEDING LETTER \ 

As in our princely judgment we hold nothing more 
worthy of a Christian monarch, than the conservation of 
peace at home and abroad ; whereby effusion of Chris- 
tian blood and other calamities of war are avoided, trade 
is kept open, laws and justice retain their due vigour and 
play, arts and sciences flourish, subjects are less burden- 
ed with taxes and tallagesyand infinite other benefits re- 
dound to the state of a commonweal ; so in our own 
practice we suppose there hath been seldom any king, 
that hath given more express testimonies and real pledges 
of his desire to have peace conserved, than we have done 
in the whole course of our regiment. 

' Stephen*'* Secoiid Collection, p. «1. * Ibid. p. 1M. 
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For neither have we, for that which concerns ourselves, 
been ready to apprehend or embrace any occasions or op- 
portunities of making war upon our neighbours ; neither 
have we omitted, for that which may concern the states 
abroad, any good office or royal endeavour for the quench- 
ing of the sparks of troubles and discords in foreign parts. 
Wherein, as we have been always ready and willing, so 
we wish that we had been always as happy and prevail- 
ing in our advices and counsels that tended to that end. 

And yet do we not forget, that God hath put into our 
hands a sceptre over populous and warlike nations, which 
might have moved us to second the affection and dispo- 
sition of our people, and to -have wrought upon it for 
our own ambition, if we had been so minded. But it 
hath sufficed unto us to seek a true and not swelling 
greatness, in the plantations and improvements of such 
parts of our dominions, as have, in former times, been 
more desolate or uncivil, and in the maintaining of all our 
loving subjects in general in tranquillity and security, 
and tlie other conditions of good government, and happy 
times. But amongst other demonstrations of our con- 
stant purpose and provident care to maintain peace, there 
was never such a trial, nor so apparent to the world, as 
in a theatre, as our persisting in the same resolution, since 
the time that our dear son-in-law was elected and ac- 
cepted king of Bohemia ; by how much the motives tend- 
ing to shake and assail our said resolution were the more 
forcible. For neither did the glory of having our dear- 
est daughter and son-in-law to wear a crown ; nor the 
extreme alacrity of our people devoted to that cause ; nor 
the representations, which might be set before us of dan- 
gers, if we should suffer a party in Christendom, held 
commonly adverse and ill-affected to our state and go- 
vernment, to gather farther reputation and strength, 
transport us to enter into an auxiliary war, in prosecu- 
tion of that quarrel : but contrariwise, finding the justice 
of the cause not so clear, as that we could be presently 
therein satisfied ; and weighing with ourselves likewise, 
that if the kingdom of Bohemia had continued in the 
house of Austria, yet nevertheless the balance of Chris- 
tendom had stood in no other sort than it had done for 
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many years before, without increase of party ; and chiefly 
fearing that the wars in those parts of Germany, which 
have been hitherto the bulwark of Christendom against 
the approaches of the Turk, might by the intestine dis- 
sensions allure and let in the common enemy; we did 
abstain to declare or engage ourselves in that war, and 
were contented only to give permission to the ambassador 
of our son-in-law, to draw some voluntary helps of men 
and money from our subjects, being a matter that violated 
no treaty, and could not be denied in case of so near a 
conjunction. 

But while we contained ourselves in this moderation, 
we find the event of war hath much altered the case, by 
the late invasion of the Palatinate, whereby, howsoever 
under the pretence of a diversion, we find our son in fact 
espulsed in part, and in danger to be totally dispossessed 
of his ancient inheritance and patrimony, so long con- 
tinued in that noble line ; whereof we cannot but highly 
resent, if it should be alienated and ravished from him 
in our times, and to the prejudice of our grand-children 
and line royal. Neither can we think it safe for us in 
reason of state, that the county Palatine, carrying with 
itself an electorate, and having been so long in the hands 
of princes of our religion, and no way depending upon 
the house of Austria, should now become at the disposing 
of tliat house : being a matter, that indeed might alter 
the balance of Christendom importantly, to the weakening 
of our estate, and the estate of our best friends and con- 
federates. 

Wherefore, finding a concurrence of reasons and re- 
spects of religion, nature, honour, and estate ; all of them 
inducing us in no wise to indure so great an alteration ; 
we are resolved to employ the uttermost of our forces 
and means, to recover and resettle the said Palatinate to 
our son and our descendants, purposing nevertheless, 
according to our former inclination so well grounded, not 
altogether to intermit, if the occasions give us leave, the 
treaties of peace and accord, which we have already begun, 
and whereof the coming on of the winter, and the counter- 
poise of the actions of war, hitherto may give us as yet 
some appearance of hope '. 

1 HgstW lUi passage, in Uie niai'gin, is wwtlen, " \ ptiq Co4 V\i\iVu\4." 
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But forasmuch as it were great improvidence to depend 
upon the success of such treaties, and therefore good 
policy requires that we should be prepared for a war, 
which we intend for the recovery and assuring of the said 
Palatinate, with the dependences, a design of no small 
charge and difficulty, the strength and conjunctures of 
the adverse party considered, we have thought good to 
take into our princely and serious consideration, and that 
with speed, all things that may have relation to such a 
designtnTnt; amongft which we hold nothing more neces- 
sary, than to confer and advise with the common council 
of our kingdom, upon this so important a subject. 

For although the making of war or peace be a secret 
of empire, and a thing properly belonging to our high 
prerogative royal, and imperial power : yet nevertheless, 
in causes of that nature, which we shall think fit not to 
reserve, but to communicate, we shall ever think ourselves 
much assisted and strengthened by the faithful advice and 
general assent of our loving subjects. 

Moreover, no man is so ignorant, as to expect that we 
should be any ways able, monies being the sinews of war, 
to enter into the list against so great potentates, without 
some large and bountiful help of treasure from our people ; 
as well towards the maintenance of the war, as towards 
the relief of our crown and estate. And this the rather^ 
for that we have now, by the space of full ten years, a 
thing unheard of in late times, subsisted by our own 
means, without being chargeable to our people, otherwise 
than by some voluntary gifts of some particulars, which 
though in total amounted to no great matter, we thank- 
fully acknowledge at their hands : but as, while the affairs 
abroad were in greater calm, we did content ourselves to 
recover our wants by provident retrenchment of charge, 
and honourable improvement of our own, thinking to wear 
them out without troubling our people; so in such a 
state of Christendom, as seemeth now to hang over our 
heads, we durst no longer rely upon those slow remedies, 
but thought necessary, according to the ancient course 
of our progenitors, to resort to the good affections and 
aids of our loving subjects. 

Upon these considerations, and for that also, in respect 
of so long intermission of a parliament, the times may 
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have introduced some things fit to be reformed, either 
by new laws, or by the moderate desires of our loving 
subjects, dutifully intimated unto us, wherein we shall 
ever be no less ready to give them all gracious satisfaction, 
than their own hearts can desire, we have resolved, by 
the advice of our privy council, to hold a parliament at 
our city of Westminster. 

And because as well this great cause, there to be handled 
amongst the rest, and to be weighed by the beam of the 
kingdom, as also the true and ancient institution of par- 
liament, do require the lower house, at this time, if ever, 
to be compounded of the gravest, ablest, and worthiest 
members that may be found : we do hereby, out of the 
care of the common good, wherein themselves are parti- 
cipant, without all prejudice- to the freedom of elections, 
admonish all our loving subjects, that have votes in the 
elections of knights and burgesses, of these few points 
following. 

First, That they cast their eyes upon the worthiest men 
of all sorts, knights and gentlemen, that are lights and 
guides in their countries, experienced parliament-men, 
wise and discreet statesmen, that have been practised in 
public affairs, whether at home or abroad, grave and 
eminent lawyers, substantial citizens and burgesses, and 
generally such as are interested and have portion in the 
estate. 

Secondly, That they make choice of such as are well 
affected in religion, without declining either on the one 
hand to blindness and superstition, or on the other hand 
to schism or turbulent disposition. 

Thirdly, and lastly, That they be truly sensible, not to 
disvalue or disparage the house with bankrupts and ne- 
cessitous persons, that may desire long parliaments only 
for protection; lawyers of mean account and estimation; 
young men that are not ripe for grave consultations ; 
mean dependents upon great persons, that may be thought 
to have their voices under command, and such like obscure 
and inferior persons : so that, to conclude, we may have 
the comfort to see before us the very face of a sufficient 
and well composed house, such as may be worthy to be 
a representative of the third estate of our kingdom, fit to 
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nourish a loving and comfortable meeting between in 
and our people, and fit to be a noble instrument, under 
the blessing of Almighty God, and our princely care and 
power, and with the loving conjunction of our prelate* 
and peers, for the settling of so great affairs as are be- 
fore expressed. 



CCXLV. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

T have shewed your letter and the proclamation to his 
majesty, who expecting only, according as his meaning 
was, directions therein for the well ordering of the elec- 
tions of the burgesses, findeth a great deal more, con- 
taining matter of state, and the reasons of calling the 
parliament : whereof neither the people are capable, nor 
is it fit for his majesty to open unto them, but to reserve 
to the time of their assembling, according to the course 
of his predecessors, which his majesty intendeth to follow. 
The declaring whereof in the proclamation would cut off 
the ground of his majesty's and your lordship's speech, at 
the proper time ; his majesty hath therefore extracted 
somewhat of the latter part of the draught you have sent, 
purposing to take a few days space to set down himself 
what he thinketh fit, and to make it ready against his 
return hither, or to Theobalds at the furthest, and then 
to communicate it to your lordship, and the rest of the 
lords. And so I rest 

Yours, etc. 
Royston, 19 Oct. 1620. G# BUCKINGHAM. 



CCXLVI. TO SIR * HENRY WOTTON. 

MY VERY GOOD COUSIN, 

The letter which I received from your lordship upon 
your going to sea, was more than a compensation for 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 128. 

* Mr. Stephens observes, when this letter was written, upon the occasion of 
my lord chancellor's publishing his Novum Organum, Sir Henry Wotton, so 
eminent for his many embassies, great learning, candour, and other accom- 
plishments, was resident at Vienna, endeavouring to quench that fire which 
began to blaze in Germany, upon the proclaiming the elector Palatine king 
of Bohemia. How gratefnl a present this book was to Sir Henry, cannot 
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any former omission ; and I shall be very glad to enter- 
tain a correspondence with you in both kinds which you 
write of; for the latter, I am now ready for you, having 
sent you some ore of that mine. I thank you for your 
favours to Mr. Meautys, and I pray continue the same. 
So wishing you out of your honourable exile, and placed 
in a better orb, I rest 

Your Lordship's affectionate Kinsman and assured Friend, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC \ 
York Honse, Oct. 20, 1620. < 



CCXLVII. LORD OF ST. ALBANS TO MR. MATTHEW \ 

SIR, 

The report of this act, which I hope will prove the last 
of this business, will probably, by the weight it carries, fall 
and seize on me. And therefore, not now at will, but 
upon necessity, it will become me to call to mind what 
passed ; and, my head being then wholly employed about 
invention, I may the worse put things, upon the account 
of mine own memory. I shall take physic to-day, upon 
this change of weather, and vantage of leisure ; and I 
pray you not to allow yourself so much business, but 

better be expressed than by his answer to this letter ; which though it may 
be found in his Remains, the reader will not be displeased to see part of it 
transcribed in this place. 

"right honourable and my very good lord, 

*' I have your lordship's letters dated October 20, and I have withal, by 
the care of my cousin Meautys, and by your own special favour, three copies 
of that work, wherewith your lordship bath done a great and ever-h'ving be- 
nefit to all the children of nature, and to nature herself in her uttermost 
extent and latitude ; who never before had so noble nor so true an interpre- 
ter, or, as I am ready to stile your lordship, never so inward a secretary of 
her cabinet. But of your said work, which came but this week to my hands, 
I shall find occasion to speak more hereafter : having yet read only the first 
book thereof, and a few aphorisms of the second. For it is not a banquet 
that men may superficially taste, and put up the rest in their pockets; but 
in troth a solid feast, which requireth dne mastication — etc. 

" Bat I am gone farther than I meant in speaking of this excellent labour, 
while the delight I yet feel, and even the pride that I take in a certain con- 
geniality, as I may term it, with your lordship's studies, will scant let me 
cease. And indeed I owe your lordship, even by promise, which you are 
pleased to remember, and thereby doubly binding me, some trouble this 
way ; I mean by the commerce of philosophical experiments, which surely, 
of all other, is the most ingenious traffic." 

'Stephens's Second Collection, p. 129. 

' Sir Tobie Matthew's Collection of Letters, p. 20. 



that you may have time to bring me your friendly aid 
before night, etc. 

; 
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TO MR. MATTHEW, BELIEVING HIS DANGER 
LESS THAN HE FOUND IT*. 






l 

L 



I say to you, upon the occasion which you give me in 
your last, Motlicee jitlei '■, gmare duhitasti ? I would not 
have my friends, though I know it to be out of love, too 
apprehensive either of me or for me ; for, I thank God, 
my ways are sound and good, and I hope God will bless 
me in them. When once my master, and afterwards 
myself, were both of us in extremity of sickness, which 
was no time to dissemble, I never had so great pledges 
and certainties of his love and favour : and that which 
I knew then, such as took a little poor advantage of these 
later times, know since. As for the nobleman that pass- 
ed that way by you, I think he is fallen out with me for 
his pleasure, or else, perhaps, to make good some of his 
own mistakings. For he cannot in his heart but think 
worthily of my affection and well deserving towards him 
and as for me, I am very sure that I love his nature and 
parts. 

CCXLIX. TO MR. MATTHEW, EXPRESSING GREAT A< 
KNOWLEDGEMENT AND KINDNESS 1 . 

I have been too long a debtor to you for a letter, an 
especially for such a letter, the words whereof were de- 
livered by your hand, as if it had been in old gold ; for 
it was not possible for entire affection to be more ge- 
nerously and effectually expressed. I can but return 
thanks to you ; or rather indeed such an answer, as may 
better be of thoughts than words. As for that which 
may concern myself, I hope God hath ordained me some 
small time, whereby I may redeem the loss of much. 
Your company was ever of contentment to me, and your 
absence of grief; but now it is of grief upon grief, 
beseech you therefore make haste hither, where you shall 
meet with as good a welcome as your own heart can wish. 

Sir Tubie Matthew's Collect Iod of Let ten, p,3J. * Ibid. p. 69. 



r 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON S LETTERS, ETC. 



CCL. TO MR. MATTHEW, OWNING HIS IMPATIENT AT- 
TENTION TO DO HIM SERVICE'. 

It is not for nothing that I have deferred my essay 
De amicitia; whereby it hath expected the proof of your 
great friendship towards me : whatsoever the event be 
(wherein I depend upon God, who ordains the effects, 
the instrument, all) yet your incessant thinking of me, 
without loss of a moment of time, or a hint of occasion, or 
a circumstance of endeavour, or the stroke of a pulse, in 
demonstration of your affection to me, doth infinitely tie 
me to you. Commend my service to iny friend. The rest 
to-morrow, for I hope to lodge at London this night, etc. 

Secrecy I need not recommend, otherwise than that 
you may recommend it over to our friend; both because 
it prevents opposition, and because it is both the king's 
and my lord marquis's nature, to love to do things un- 
expected. 



CCLI. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM . 

"We thought it our duty to impart to his majesty, by 
your lordship, one particular of parliament business, which 
we hold it our part to relate, though it be too high for 
us to give our opinion of it. 

The officers that make out the writs of parliament 
addressed themselves to me the chancellor to know, 
whether they should make such a writ of summons to 
the prince, giving me to understand, that there were some 
precedents of it ; which I the chancellor communicated 
with the rest of the committees for parliament business; 
in whose assistance I find so much strength that I am 
not willing to do any tiling without them : whereupon 
we, according to his majesty's prudent and constant rule, 
for observing in what reigns the precedents were, upon 
diligent search have found as followeth. 

That king Edward I. called his eldest son prince Ed- 

< Sir Tubie Matthew's Collection of Letters, p, 53. 
* Stephens'* .Second Collection, p. 1S9. 
VOL. VI. D 
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ward to his parliament in the thirtieth year of his reign, 
the prince then being about the age of eighteen years ; 
and to another parliament in the four and thirtieth, year 
of his reign. 

Edward III. called the Black Prince, liis eldest son, to 
his parliament in the five and twentieth, eight and twen- 
tieth, and two and fortieth years of his reign. 

Henry IV. called prince Henry to his parliaments in 
the first, third, eighth, and eleventh years of his reign, 
the prince being under age in the three first parliaments; 
and we find in particular, that the eighth year, the prince 
sat in the upper house in days of business, and recom- 
mended a bill to the lords. 

King Edward IV. called prince Edward, Iris son, to his 
parliament, in anno 22 of his reign, being within age. 

King Henry VII, called prince Arthur to his parlia- 
ment in the seventh year of his reign, being within age. 

Of King Edward VI. we find nothing, his years were 
tender, and he was not created prince of Wales. 

And for prince Henry, he was created prince of Wales 
during the last parliament at which he lived. 

We have thought it our duty to relate to his majesty 
what we have found, and withal that the writs of sum- 
mons to the prince are not much differing from the writs 
to the peers; for they run in fide et ligeancia, and some- 
time in fide et homagio in qniht/s nobis tenemini, and 
after, consilium nobis hnpensuri circa ardica regni. 
Whereby it should seem that princes came to parliament 
not only in the days of solemnity, when they came with- 
out writ, but also on the days of sitting. And if it 
should be so, then the prince may vote, and likewise 
may be of a committee of the upper house, and conse- 
quently may be of a conference with the lower house, 
and the like. 

This might have been made more manifest as to the 
presence, and acts of the prince in days of sitting, if, 
through the negligence of officers, the journal books of 
the upper house before the reign of king Henry VIII. 
were not all missing. 

All which we thought it appertained to our care to 
look through, and faithfully to represent to his majesty : 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 35 

and having agreed secrecy amongst ourselves, and en- 
joined it to the inferior officers, we humbly desire to 
know his majesty's pleasure, whether he will silence the 
question altogether, or make use of it for his service, or 
refer it to his council, or what other course he will be 
pleased to take according to his great wisdom and good 
pleasure. 

This we have dispatched the sooner, because the 
writs of summons must have forty days distance from 
the first days of the parliament. And for the other parts 
of our accounts, his majesty shall hear from us, by the 
grace of God, within few days ; evermore praying for 
his majesty's prosperity, and wishing your lordship much 
happiness. 

Your Lord*lii|i's to be commanded, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. EDW. COKE, H. MONTAGU, 
HENRY II0BARTE, RAN. CREW, 
Vork-hoiur, 21 Oct. 1630. 



CCLII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM . 

We have, these two days past, made report to the 
board of our parliament committee, upon relation whereof, 
for some things we provide, for some things we arm. 

The king, by my lord treasurer's signification, did 
wisely put it upon a consult, whether the patents, which 
we mentioned in our joint letters, were at this time to 
he removed by act of council, before parliament. I opined 
(but yet somewhat like Ovid's mistress, that strove, but 
yet as one that would be overcome) that yes. My reasons : 

That men would go better and faster to the main 
errand. 

That these things should not be staged, nor talked of, 
and so the less fuel to the fire. 

That in things of this nature, wherein the council had 
done the like in former particulars, which I enumerated, 
before parliament, near parliament, during parliament, 
the council were to keep their wonted centinel, as if they 
thought not of a parliament, to destroy in other patents 
as concealments. 
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The reasons on the other side were : 

That it would be thought but an humouring of the 
parliament, being now in the calends of a parliament, and 
that after parliament they would come up again. 

That offered graces, by reason and experience, lose 
their thanks. 

That they are to be suffered to play upon something, 
since they can do nothing of themselves. 

That the choosing out of some things, when perhaps 
their minds might be more upon other things, would do 
no great effect. 

That former patents taken away by act of council, were 
upon the complaints of particular persons ; whereas now 
it should seem to be done tanq-uam ex officio. 

To this I yielded, though, I confess, I am yet a little 
doubtful to the point of snaribii.t modis. But it is true 
that the speech of these, though in the lower house, may 
be contemned ; and if way be given to them, as I writ to 
your lordship of some of them in my last, it will sort to 
your honour. For other things, the lords have put them 
in a very good way, of which I will give express account 
when I see his majesty, as also of other observations con- 
cerning parliament. For if his majesty said well, that 
when he knew the men and the elections, he would guess 
at the success ; the prognosticks are not so good as I 
expected, occasioned by the late occurrents abroad, and 
the general licentious speaking of state matters, of which 
I wrote in my last. God ever keep you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful .Servant, 

PR. VERULAM, CANC. 
16 Dec. 1GS0. 



CCLIIL TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

As soon as his majesty's convenience would permit, I 
have acquainted him with the draught of the proclamation 
your lordship sent me by his majesty's direction : his 
majesty liketh it in every point so well, both in matter 
and form, that he findeth no cause to alter a word in it, 
and would have your lordship acquaint the lords of the 

1 Stephen*** Second Col] eel inn, p. 133. 
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council with it, though he assureth himself, no man can 
find any thing in it to be changed, and to take order for 
the speedy setting it forth. And so I rest 

Yours, etc. 
Theobalds, Zl Dec. 1620. Gt BUCKINGHAM. 



CCLIV. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter and 
the inclosed : the matter which his majesty hath been 
thinking upon for his speech concerneth both the points 
of the institution of a parliament, and of the end for 
which this is called ; yet his majesty thinketh it fit that 
some extract be made out of it, which needeth to be but 
very short, as he will shew you at his return. 

Yours, etc. 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobalds, 19 Jan. 1620. 



CCLV. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM \ 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Yesterday I know was no day ; now I hope I shall 
hear from your lordship, who are my anchor in these 
floods. Mean while to ease my heart, I have written to 
his majesty the inclosed ; which I pray your lordship to 
read advisedly, and to deliver it, or not to deliver it, as 
you think good, God ever prosper your lordship. 

Yours ever ^hat I can, 

FR. ST. ALBAN, CANC. 

March 25, 1621. 

CCLVI. TO THE KING 5 . 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

Time hath been when I have brought unto you gemi- 
tum colwmbte from others, now I bring it from myself. 
I fly unto your majesty with the wings of a dove, which 
once within these seven days I thought would have 
carried me a higher flight. When I enter into myself, I 
find not the materials of such a tempest as is come upon 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 133. ■ Ibid. p. 136. * Ibid. 
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me: I have been, as your majesty knoweth best, never 
author of any immoderate counsel, but always desired to 
have things carried suavibus inodis. I have been no ava- 
ricious oppressor of the people. I have been no haughty, 
or intolerable, or hateful man, in my conversation or car- 
riage : I have inherited no hatred from my father, but am 
a good patriot bom. Whence should this be I For these 
are the things that use to raise dislikes abroad. 

For the house of commons, I liegan my credit there, 
and now it must be the place of the sepulture thereof; 
and yet this parliament, upon the message touching reli- 
gion, the old love revived, and they said, I was the same 
man still, only honesty was turned into honour. 

For the upper house, even within these days, before 
these troubles, they seemed as to take me into their arms, 
finding in me ingenuity, which they took to be the true 
straight line of nobleness, without any crooks or angles. 

And for the briberies and gifts wherewith I am charged, 
when the books of hearts shall be opened, I hope I shall 
not be found to have the troubled fountain of a corrupt 
heart, in a depraved habit of taking rewards to pervert 
justice ; howsoever I may be trail, and partake of the 
abuses of the times. 

And therefore I am resolved, when 1 come to my answer, 
not to trick up my innocency, as I writ to the lords, by 
cavillations or voidances ; but to speak to them the 
language that my heart speaketh to me, in excusing, 
extenuating, or ingenuously confessing ; praying to God 
to give me the grace to see the bottom of my faults, and 
that no hardness of heart do steal upon me, under shew 
of more neatness of conscience, than is cause. But not 
to trouble your majesty any longer, craving pardon for 
this long mourning letter ; that which I thirst after, as 
Lite hart after t}ic streams, is, that I may know, by my 
matchless friend that presenteth to you this letter, your 
majesty's heart (which is an abyssus of goodness, as I 
am an a/»/.ssns of misery) towards me. I nave been ever 
your man, and counted myself but an usufructuary of 
myself, the property being yours. And now making 
myself an oblation to do with me as may best conduce to 



. 
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the honour of your justice, the honour of your mercy, 
and the use of your service, resting as clay in your ma- 
jesty's gracious hands. 

FR. ST. ALBAN, CANC. 

March 25, 1621. 

CCLVII. TO THE KING l . 

IT MAY PLEAS B YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I think myself infinitely hounden to your majesty, for 
vouchsafing me access to your Royal Person, and to touch 
the hem of your garment. I see your majesty imitateth 
Him that would not break the broken reed, nor quench 
the smoking flax ; and as your majesty imitateth Christ, 
so I hope assuredly my lords of the upper house will 
imitate you : and unto your majesty's grace and mercy, 
and next to my lords, I recommend myself. It is not 
possible, nor it were not safe, for me to answer particulars 
till I have my charge ; which when I shall receive, I shall 
without fig-leaves or disguise excuse what I can excuse, 
extenuate what I can extenuate, and ingenuously confess 
what I can neither clear nor extenuate. And if there be 
any thing which I mought conceive to be no offence, and 
yet is, I desire to be informed, that I may be twice 
penitent, once for my fault, and the second time for my 
error. And so submitting all that I am to your majesty's 
grace, I rest 

20 April, 1621. 



CCLVIII. TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY*. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

It hath pleased God, for these three days past, to visit 
me with such extremity of head-ach, upon the hinder part 
of, my head, fixed in one place, that I thought verily it 
had been some imposthumation. And then the little 
physic that I have, told me, that either it must grow to 
a congelation, and so to a lethargy ; or to break, and so 
to a mortal fever and sudden death: which apprehen- 
sion, and chiefly the anguish of the pain, made me unable 

1 Stepheqs's Second Collection, p. 138. f Ibid. p. 143. 
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to think of any business. But now that the pain itseli 
is assuaged to be tolerable, I resume the care of my busi- 
ness, and therein prostrate myself again, by my letter, at 
your majesty's feet. 

Your majesty can bear me witness, that, at my last so 
comfortable access, I did not so much as move your ma- 
jesty, by your absolute power of pardon, or otherwise, to 
take my cause into your hands, and to interpose between 
the sentence of the house; and, according to my own de- 
sire, your majesty left it to the sentence of the house, and 
it was reported by my lord treasurer. 

But now, if not per omnipotentiam, as the divines 
speak, but per potestatem suarlter disponentem, your 
majesty will graciously save me from a sentence, with the 
good liking of the house, and that cup may pass from 
me, it is the utmost of my desires. 

This I move with the more belief, because I assure my- 
self that, if it be reformation that is sought, the very tak- 
ing away the seal, upon my general submission, will be 
as much in example, for this four hundred years, as auy 
farther severities. 

The means of this I most humbly leave unto your ma- 
jesty. But surely I conceive, that your majesty opening 
yourself in tliis kind to the lords counsellors, and a motion 
from the prince, after my submission, and my lord mar- 
quis using his interest with his friends in the house, may 
effect the sparing of a sentence, I making my humble suit 
to the house for that purpose, joined with the delivery 
of the seal into your majesty's hands. 

This is the last suit I shall make to your majesty in 
this business, prostrating myself at your mercy-seat, after 
fifteen years' service, wherein I have served your majesty 
in my poor endeavours with an entire heart, and, as .1 
presumed to say unto your majesty, am still a virgin for 
matters wliich concern your person or crown; and now 
only craving, that after eight steps of honour I be not 
precipitated altogether. 

But because he that hath taken bribes is apt to give 
bribes, I will go farther, and present your majesty with 
a bribe. For if your majesty give me peace and leisure, 
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and God give me life, I will present your majesty with 
a good history of England, and a better digest of your 
laws. And so concluding with my prayers, I rest 

Your Majesty's afflicted, bet ever devoted Servant, 

PR. ST. ALBAN, CANC. 
SI April, 16*1. 



CCLIX. TO THE PRINCE OF WALES*. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR HIGHNESS, 

When I call to mind, how infinitely I am bound to 
your highness, that stretched forth your arm to save me 
from a sentence ; that took hold of me to keep me from 
being plunged deep in a sentence ; that hath kept me alive 
in your gracious memory and mention since the sentence ; 
pitying me as, I hope, I deserve, and valuing me far above 
that I can deserve : I find my words almost as barreti as 
my fortunes, to express unto your highness the thankful- 
ness I owe. Therefore I can but resort to prayers to 
Almighty God to clothe you with his most rich and pre- 
cious blessings, and likewise joyfully to meditate upon 
those he hath conferred upon you already ; in that he 
hath made you to the king your father, a principal part 
of his safety, contentment, and continuance : in yourself 
so judicious, accomplished, and graceful in all your doings, 
with more virtues in the buds (which are the sweetest) 
than have been known in a young prince, of long time ; 
with the realm so well beloved, so much honoured, as it 
is men's daily observation how nearly you approach to his 
majesty's perfections ; how every day you exceed your- 
self ; how, compared with other princes, which God hath 
ordained to be young at this time, you shine amongst them ; 
they rather setting off your religious, moral, and natural 
excellencies, than matching them, though you be but a 
second person. These and such like meditations I feed 
upon, since I can yield your highness no other retribution. 
And for myself, I hope by the assistance .of God above, 
of whose grace and favour I have had extraordinary signs 
and effects during my afflictions, to lead such a life in the 
last acts thereof, as whether his majesty employ me, or 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 145. 
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whether I lire to myself, I shall make the world say that 
I was not unworthy such a patron. 

I am much beholden to your highness's worthy servant 
Sir John Vaughan, the sweet air, and loving usage of 
whose house hath already much revived my languishing 
spirits; I beseech your highness, thank him for me. 
God ever preserve and prosper your highness. 

Your Highness 9 ! most bumble and most boonden Servant, 

FR. ST. 

1 June, 1621. 



CCLX. TO THE KING ' . 

IT MAT PLEASE TOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I humbly thank your majesty for my liberty , without 
which timely grant, any farther grace would have come too 
late. But your majesty that did shed tears in the begin- 
ning of my trouble, will, I hope, shed the dew of your 
grace and goodness upon me in the end. Let me live 
to serve you, else life is but the shadow of death to 

Your Majesty's most devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
4 Jane, 1641* 

CCLXI. TO THE MARQUIS OP BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I heartily thank your lordship for getting me out of 
prison : and now my body is out, my mind nevertheless 
will be still in prison, till I may be on my feet to do his 
majesty and your lordship faithful service. Wherein your 
lordship, by the grace of God, shall find that my adver- 
sity hath neither spent, nor pent my spirits. God pros- 
per you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

4 June, 1621. 

CCLXII. A MEMORIAL FOR HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE 1 . 

For that your majesty is-pleased to call for my opinion 
concerning the sacred intention you have to go on with 

1 Stephens's Sccoud Collection, p. 146. * Ibid. p. 147. '* Ibid. 
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the reformation of your courts of justice, and relieving 
the grievances of your people, which the parliament hath 
entered into ; I shall never be a recusant, though I he 
confined, to do you service. 

Your majesty's star-chamber, next your court of par- 
liament, is your highest chair. You never came upon 
that mount, but your garments did shine before you went 
off. It is the supreme court of judicature ordinary, it is 
an open council ; nothing I would think can be more sea- 
sonable, if your other appointments permit it, than if your 
majesty will be pleased to come thither in person, the 
morrow after this term (which is the time anniversary, 
before the circuits and the long vacation) and there make 
an open declaration : 

That you purpose to pursue the reformation, which 
the parliament hath begun. That all things go well, in 
all affairs, when the ordinary and extraordinary are well 
mingled and tempered together. That in matters of your 
treasure, you did rely upon your parliament for the extra- 
ordinary, but you were ever desirous to do what you could 
by improvements, retrenchments, and the like, to set the 
ordinary in good frame and establishment. That you 
are in the same mind in matter of reformation of justice, 
and grievance, to assist yourself with the advice and au- 
thority of parliament at times ; but mean while to go on 
with the same intentions, by your own regal power and 
care. That it doth well in church-music when the great- 
est part of the hymn is sung by one voice, and then the 
choir at all times falls in sweetly and solemnly, and that 
the same harmony sorteth well in monarchy between the 
king and his parliament. 

That all great reformations are best brought to perfec- 
tion by a good correspondence between the king and his 
parliament, and by well sorting the matters and the 
times ; for in that which the king doth in his ordinary 
administration, and proceedings, neither can the informa- 
tion be so universal, nor the complaint so well encouraged, 
nor the references so many times free from private affec- 
tion, as when the king proceedeth by parliament ; on the 
other side, that the parliament wuiitcth time to go through 
with many things ; besides, some things are of that na- 
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ture, as they are better discerned and resolved by a few 
than by many. Again, some things are so merely regal, 
as it is not fit to transfer them; and many things, where- 
of it is fit for the king to have the principal honour and 
thanks. 

Therefore, that according to these differences and dis- 
tributions, your majesty meaneth to go on, where the 
parliament hath left, and to call for the memorials, and 
inchoations of those things, which have passed in both 
houses, and to have them pass the file of your council, and 
such other assistance as shall be thought fit to be called 
respectively, according to the nature of the business, and 
to have your learned counsel search precedents what the 
king hath done for matter of reformation, as the parlia- 
ment hath informed themselves by precedents what the 
parliament hath done : and thereupon that the clock be 
set, and resolutions taken, what is to be holpen by com- 
mission, what by act of council, what by proclamation, 
what to be prepared for parliament, what to be left 
wholly for parliament. 

That if your majesty had done tliis before a parliament, 
it mought have been thought to be done to prevent a par- 
liament, whereas, now it is to pursue a parliament ; and 
that by this means many grievances shall be answered 
by deed, and not by word ; and your majesty's care shall 
be better than any standing committee in this interim 
between the meetings of parliament. 

For the particulars, your majesty in your grace and 
wisdom will consider, how unproper and how unwarranted 
a thing it is for me, as I now stand, to send for entries 
of parliament, or for searchers for precedents, whereupon 
to ground an advice ; and besides what I should now say 
may be thought by your majesty (how good an opinion 
soever you have of me) much more by others, to be busy 
or officious, or relating to my present fortunes. 



CCLXin. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

Your lordship, I know, and the king both, mought 
think me very unworthy of that I have been, or that 1 

1 Stephens's Secouii Collection, |i. ISO. 
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am, if I should not by all means desire to be freed from 
the restraint which debarreth me from approach to his 
majesty's person, which I ever so much loved, and ad- 
mired ; and severeth me likewise from all conference with 
your lordship, which is my second comfort. Nevertheless, 
if it be conceived that it may be matter of inconvenience, 
or envy, my particular respects must give place : only in 
regard of my present urgent occasions, to take some pre- 
sent order for the debts that press me most, I have peti- 
tioned his majesty to give me leave to stay at London till 
the last of July, and then I will dispose of my abode ac- 
cording to the sentence. I have sent to the prince to join 
with you in it, for though the matter seem small, yet it 
importeth me much. God prosper you. 

Your LorcHhip's true Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



I humbly thank your lordship for the grace and favour 
you did both to the message and messenger, in bringing 
Mr. Meautys to kiss his majesty's hands, and to receive 
his pleasure from himself. My riches in my adversity have 
been, that I have had a good master, a good friend, and a 
good servant. 

I perceive by Mr. Meautys his majesty's inclination, 
that I should go first to Oorhambury ; and his majesty's 
inclinations have ever been with me instead of directions. 
Wherefore I purpose, God willing, to go thither forthwith, 
humbly thanking his majesty, nevertheless, that he meant 
to have put my desire, in my petition contained, into a way, 
if I had insisted upon it ; but I will accommodate my pre- 
sent occasions as I may, and leave the times, and seasons, 
and ways, to his majesty's grace and choice. 

Only I desire his majesty to bear with me if I have 
pressed unseasonably. My letters out of the Tower were 
de jtrafundis ; and the world is a prison, if I may not ap- 

' Steplirns'sStoonil Collodion, p. 151. 
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proach his majesty, finding in my heart as I do. God pre- 
serve and prosper his majesty, and your lordship. 

Yuur Lonl-liiji'- I'ljrlitul ami LuninJ'-ii Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



CCLXV. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM ' . 

I thank God I am come very well to Gorhambury, 
whereof I thought your lordship would be glad to hear 

sometimes ; my lord, I wish myself by you in this stirring 
world, not for any love to place or business, for that is al- 
most gone with me, but for my love to yourself, which can 
never cease in 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend anil true Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Being now out of use and out of sight, I recommend 
myself to your lordship's love and favour, to maintain me 

in his majesty's grace and good intention. 



CCLXVI. TO THE KING 1 . 

I perceive by my noble and constant friend the mar- 
quis, that your majesty hath a gracious inclination towards 
me, and taketh care of me, for fifteen years the subject of 
your favour, now of your compassion ; for which I most 
humbly thank your majesty. This same nova creatura 
is the work of God's pardon and the king's ; and since I 
have the inward seal of the one, I hope well of the other. 

'Utar', saith Seneca to his master, ' magnis exemplis ; 
nee meee fortimse, sed tuse.' Demosthenes was banished for 
bribery of the highest nature, yet was recalled with ho- 
nour ; Marcus Livius was condemned for exactions, yet 
afterwards made consul and censor. Seneca banished for 
divers corruptions, yet was afterwards restored, and an in- 
strument of that memorable Quinquennium Neroms. 
Many more. This, if it please your majesty, I do not say 
for appetite of employment, hut for hope that if I do by 

1 Btafbmta Scnind Citllei ■timi, |i. lag. • I|>iil. 
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myself as is fit, your majesty will never suffer me to die in 
want or dishonour. I do now feed myself upon remem- 
brance, how when your majesty used to go a progress, what 
loving and confident charges you were wont to give me 
touching your business. For as Aristotle saith, young 
men may be happy by hope, so why should not old men, 
and sequestered men, by remembrance ? God ever pros- 
per and preserve your majesty. 

Your Majesty's most bounden and devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

16-Jnly, 1621. 



CCLXVII. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN *. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have delivered your lordship's letter of thanks to his 
majesty, who accepted it very graciously, and will be glad 
to see your book, which you promised to send very shortly, 
as soon as it cometh. I send your lordship his majesty's 
warrant for your pardon, as you desired it ; but am sorry 
that in the current of my service to your lordship there 
should be the least stop of any thing; yet having moved 
his majesty, upon your servant's intimation, for your stay 
in London till Christmas, I found his majesty, who hath 
in all other occasions, and even in that particular already, 
to the dislike of many of your own friends, shewed with 
great forwardness his gracious favour towards you, very 
unwilling to grant you any longer liberty to abide there : 
which being but a small advantage to you, would be a great 
and general distaste, as you cannot but easily conceive, to 
the whole state. And I am the more sorry for this refusal 
of his majesty's falling in a time when I was a suitor to 
your lordship in a particular concerning myself, wherein 
though your servant insisted farther than, I am sure, would 
ever enter into your thoughts, I cannot but take it as a 
part of a faithful servant in him. But if your lordship, 
or your lady, find it inconvenient for you to part with the 
house, I would rather provide myself otherwise, than any 
way incommodate you, but will never slack any thing of 
my affection to do you service ; whereof if I have not yet 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 153. 
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given good proof, I will desire nothing more, than the fit- 
test occasion to shew how much I am 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

C. BUCKINGHAM. 
Octob. Sftth 

CCLXVIII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

An unexpected accident maketh me hasten this letter 
to your lordship, before I could dispatch Mr. Meautys; 
it is that my lord keeper hath stayed my pardon at the 
seal. But it is with good respect ; for he saith it shall be 
private, and then he would forthwith write to your lord- 
ship, and would pass it if he received your pleasure ; and 
doth also shew his reason of stay, which is, that he douht- 
eth the exception of the sentence of parliament is not 
well drawn, nor strong enough ; which if it be doubtful, 
my lord hath great reason. But sure I am, both myself, 
and the king, and your lordship, and Mr. Attorney, meant 
clearly, and I think Mr. Attorney's pen hath gone well 
My humble request to your lordship is, that for my lord's 
satisfaction Mr. Solicitor may be joined with Mr. Attor- 
ney, and if it be safe enough, it may go on ; if not, it 
may be amended. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
IS October, 1621. 



CCLXIX. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN*. 



I have brought your servant along to this place, in 
expectation of the letter from the lord keeper, which your 
lordship mentioneth in yours ; but having not yet received 
it, I cannot make answer to the business you write of; 
and therefore thought fit not to detain your man here any 
longer, having nothing else to write, but that I always rest 

Yotir Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
HincnenbrooK, jo Oct. 1621. 

' Stopbanss Second Collection, p. 15*. ■ Ibid. p. 155. 
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CCLXX. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN '. 

Now that I am provided of a house, I have thought 
it congruous to give your lordship notice thereof, that you 
may no longer hang upon the treaty, which hath heen be- 
tween your lordship and me, touching York-house ; in 
which, I assure your lordship, I never desired to put you 
to the least inconvenience. So I rest 

Your Lord si lip's Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN 1 . 



I am glad your lordship understands me so rightly in 
my last letter. I continue still in the same mind, for, I 
thank God, I am settled to my contentment ; and so I 
hope you shall enjoy yours, with the more, because I am 
so well pleased in mine. And, my lord, I shall be very 
far from taking it ill, if you part with it to any else, judg- 
ing it alike unreasonableness, to desire that which is an- 
other man's, and to bind him by promise or otherwise not 
to let it to another. 

My lord, I will move his majesty to take commisera- 
tion of your long ' imprisonment, which, in some respects, 
both you and I have reason to think harder, than the 
Tower ; you for the help of physic, your parley with your 
creditors, your conference for your writings, and studies, 
dealing with friends about your business : and I for this 
advantage to be sometimes happy in visiting and convers- 
ing with your lordship, whose company I am much de- 
sirous to enjoy, as being tied by ancient acquaintance to 
rest 

Your Lc)rtl-.!ii[i'. t.iilhi'ul Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



CCLXXII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

Though I returned answer to your lordship's last ho- 
nourable and kind letter, by the same way by which I re- 

' Stephens's Second Collection, p. -156. 'Ibid. 

* Restraint from coining within the verge of the court. 
' From the original draught. 
VOL. VI. 
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ceived it; yet I humbly pray your lordship to give me 
leave to add these few lines. My lord, as God above is 
my witness, that I ever have loved and honoured your 
lordship as much, I think, as any son of Adam can love 
or honour a subject ; and continue in as hearty and strong 
wishes of felicity to be heaped and fixed upon you as ever ; 
so, as low as I am, I had rather sojourn in a college in 
Cambridge, than recover a good fortune by any other 
than yourself. To recover yourself to me (if I have you 
not) or to ease your lordship in any thing, wherein your 
lordship would not so fully appear, or to he made parti- 
cipant of your favours, in your way ; I would use any man 
that were your lordship's friend. Secondly, if in any of my 
former letters I have given your lordship any distaste, by 
the style of them, or any particular passage, I humbly pray 
your lordship's benign construction and pardon. For I 
confess it is my fault, though it be some happiness to me 
withal, that I many times forget my adversity : but I 
shall never forget to be, etc. 

S March, 1631. 

I acknowledge myself in all humbleness infinitely 
bounden to your majesty's grace and goodness, for that, 
at the intercession of my noble and constant friend, my 
lord marquis, your majesty hath been pleased to grant me 
that which the civilians say is rex iiKtstiniabilis, my liber- 
ty. So that now, whenever God calleth me, I shall not 
die a prisoner. Nay, farther, your majesty hath vouch- 
safed to cast a second and iterate aspect of your eye of 
compassion upon me, in referring the consideration of my 
broken estate to my good lord the treasurer ; which as it 
is a singular bounty in your majesty, so I have yet so 
much left of a late commissioner of your treasure, as I 
would be sorry to sue for any thing that might seem im- 
modest. These your majesty's great benefits, in casting 
your bread upon the waters (as the Scripture saith) be- 
cause my thanks cannot any ways be sufficient to attain, 

1 Strphent'i Second Cc.Hee 
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have raised your progenitor, of famous memory (and 
now, I hope, of more famous memory than before) king 
Henry VII. to give your majesty thanks for me; which 
work, most humbly kissing your majesty's hands, I do 
present. And because in the beginning of my trouble, 
when in the midst of the tempest I had a kenning of the 
harbour, which I hope now by your majesty's favour I 
am entering into, I made a tender to your majesty of two 
works, Ait history of England, and A digest of your 
laws, as I have, by a figure of pars pro toto, performed 
the one, so I have herewith sent your majesty, by way of 
an epistle, a new offer of the other. But my desire is 
farther, if it stand with your majesty's good pleasure, 
since now my study is my exchange, and my pen my factor, 
for the use of my talent ; that your majesty (who is a 
great master in these things) would be pleased to appoint 
me some task to write, and that I shall take for an oracle. 
And because my histauratioii (which I esteem my great 
work, and do still go on with silence) was dedicated to 
your majesty; and this History of king Henry VII. to 
your lively and excellent image the prince ; if now your 
majesty will be pleased to give me a theme to dedicate 
to my lord of Buckingham, whom I have so much reason 
to honour, I should with more alacrity embrace your ma- 
jesty's direction than my own choice. Your majesty will 
pardon me for troubling you thus long. God evermore 
preserve and prosper you. 

Yonr Majesty's poor Headsman most devoted, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Gnrhaiiilwry, 10 Mar. 1631. 



CCLXXIV. TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HIS VERY GOOD 
LORD, THE LORD MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM, HIGH 
ADMIRAL OF ENGLAND 1 . 

These main and real favours which I have lately re- 
ceived from your good lordship, in procuring my liberty, 
and a reference of the consideration of my release, are 
such, as I now find that in building upon your lordship's 

1 Stephens's Second ColLeetion, p. 157. 
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noble nature and friendship, I have built upon the rock, 
where neither winds nor waves can cause overthrow. I 
humbly pray your lordship to accept from me such thanks 
as ought to come from him whom you have much com- 
forted in fortune, and much more comforted in shewing 
your love and affection to him ; of which also I have heard 
by my lord Falkland, Sir Edward Sackville, Mr. Mat- 
thews, and other ways. 

I have written, as my duty was, to his majesty thanks 
touching the same, by the letter I here put into your 
noble hands. 

I have made also, in that letter, an offer to his majesty 
of my service, for bringing into better order and frame 
the laws of England : the declaration whereof I have left 
with Sir Edward Sackville, because it were no good 
manners to clog his majesty, at this time of triumph and 
recreation, with a business of this nature ; so as your lord- 
ship maybe pleased to call for it to Sir Edward Sackville 
when you think the time seasonable. 

I am bold likewise to present your lordship with a 
book of my History of king Henry the seventh. And 
now that, in summer was twelve months, I dedicated a 
book to his majesty ; and this last summer, this book to 
the prince ; your lordship's turn is next, and this summer 
that cometh (if I live to it) shall be yours. I have de- 
sired his majesty to appoint me the task, otherwise I shall 
use my own choice ; for this is the best retribution I can 
make to your lordship. God prosper you. I rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Gorhambury, this 90th of March, 1621. 



CCLXXV. 1 TO FATHER REDEMPT. BARANZAN*. 

DOM IN E BARANZAN E, 

Liter as tuas legi libenter : cumque inter veritatis ama- 
tores ardor etiam candorem generet, ad ea, quae ingenue 
petiisti, ingenue respondebo. 

1 From Niceron, torn. III. p. 45. 

• » He was a Barjaabite monk at Annecy in Savoy, who in his Lectures en 
Philosophy began to discard the authority of Aristotle. He died the 43 
Dec. 1€22, at the age of 33. 
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Non est meum abdicare in totum syllogismum. Rer 
estsyllogismus magis inhabilis ad praecipua, quam inutilis 
ad plurima. 

Ad mathematica quidni adhibeatur ? Cum fluxus ma- 
teria & inconstantia corporis physici illud sit, quod induc- 
tionem desideret ; ut per earn veluti figatur, atque inde 
eruantur notiones bene terminatae. 

De metaphysica ne sis sollicitus. Nulla enim erit post 
veram physicam inventam ; ultra quam nihil praeter divina. 
In physica prudenter notas, & idem tecum sentio, post 
notiones primae classis, et axiomata super ipsas, per in- 
ductionem bene eruta et terminata, tuto adhiberi syllo- 
gismum, modo inhibeatur saltus ad generalissima, et fiat 
progressus per scalam convenientem. 

De multitudine instantiarum, quae homines deterrere 
possit, haec respondeo : 

Primo, quid opus est dissimulatione ? Aut copia instan- 
tiarum comparanda, aut negotium deserendum. Alias 
omnes viae, utcunque blandiantur, imperviae. 

Secundo (quod et ipse notas) praerogativae instantia- 
rum, et modus experimentandi circa experimenta lucifera 
(quern aliquando trademus) de multitudine ipsarum plu- 
rimum detrahent. 

Tertio, quid magni foret, rogo, si in describendis in- 
stantiis impleantur volumina, quae historiam C. Plinii 
sextuplicent ? In qua tamen ipsa plurima philologica, 
fabulosa, antiquitatis, non naturae. Etenim veram histo- 
riam naturalem nihil aliud ingreditur praeter instantias, 
connexiones, observationes, canones. Cogita altera ex 
parte immensa volumina philosophica ; facile perspicies 
maxime solida esse maxime finita. 

Postremo, ex nostra philosophandi methodo excipietur 
in via plurimorum operum utilium messis, quae ex specu- 
lationibus aut disputationibus sterilis aut nulla est. 

Historiam naturalem ad condendam philosophiam (ut 
et tu mones) ante omnia praeopto ; neque huic rei deero, 
quantum in me est. Utinam habeam et adjutores idoneos. 
Neque in hac parte mihi quidpiam accidere poterit feli- 
cius, quam si tu, talis vir, primitias huic operi praebeas 
conscribendo historiam coelestium, in qua ipsa tantum 
phaenomena, atque una instrumenta astronomica, eorum- 
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que genera et usum; dem hypotheses prseeipuas et 
maxime illustres, tarn antiquas quam modernas, atque 
simul exactas restitutionum calculationes, et alia hujus- 
modi sincere proponas, absque omni dogmate et themate. 
Quod si huie ccelestium historian historiam cometai 
adjeceris (de qua conficienda ecce tibi articulos quosdam 
et quasi topica particularia) magnificum prorsus frontis- 
picium historian naturali extruxeris, et optime de scienti- 
arum iustauratione merueris, mihique gratissimum fecei " 

Librum meum de progressu scientiarum traducendum 
commisi. Ilia translatio, volente Deo, sub finem net 
perficietur : earn ad te mittam. 

Opera tua,quce publici juris sunt, inspexi ; magna? certe 
subtilitatis & dihgentia? in via vestra. Novatores, qu< 
nominas, Patricium, Telesium, etiara alios, quos prseter- 
mittis, legi. Possint esse tales innumeri velut etiam anti- 
quis temporibus fuerunt Anaximenes, Anaxagoras, ~ 
mocritus, Parmenides, et alii (nam Pythagoram ut super- 
stitiosum omitto). Inter istos tarn antiquos quam moder- 
nos differentiam facultatis agnosco maximam,veritatisper- 
parvam. Summa rei est, si homines se rebus submittere 
vehnt, aliquid eonfiet ; sin minus, ingenia ista redibunt 
in orbem. 

Stabilita jam sit inter nos notitia ; meque, ut ccepisti 
maxime autem veritatem ama. Vale. 

Till smnntissinniB, 

S. ALBANS. 



CCLXXVI. TO THE KING . 



In the midst of my misery, which is rather assuaged 
by remembrance, than by hope ; my ehiefest worldly com- 
fort is, to think that since the time I had the first vote 
of the commons house of parliament for commissioner o 
the union, until the time that I was this last parliament 
chosen by both houses for their messenger to your ma- 
jesty in the petition of religion (which two were my first 
and last services) I was evermore so happy as to have my 

' Stephens's Second Collection, p. 158. 
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poor services graciously accepted by your majesty, and 
likewise not to have had any of them raiscarryin ray hands. 
Neither of which points I can any ways take to myself, 
but ascribe the former to your majesty's goodness, and 
the latter to your prudent directions; which I was ever 
careful to have and keep. For as I have often said to 
your majesty, I was towards you but as a bucket and 
a cistern, to draw forth and conserve; whereas yourself 
was the fountain. Unto this comfort of nineteen years 
prosperity, there succeeded a comfort even in my great- 
est adversity, somewhat of the same nature ; which is, 
that in those offences wherewith I was charged, there was 
not any one that had special relation to your majesty, or 
any your particular commandments. For as towards Al- 
mighty God, there are offences against the first and se- 
cond table, and yet all against God ; so with the servants 
of kings there arc offences more immediate against the 
sovereign; although all offences against law are also 
against the king. Unto which comfort there is added 
this circumstance, that as my faults were not against your 
majesty, otherwise than as all faults are ; so my fall was 
not your majesty's act, otherwise than as all acts of justice 
are yours. This I write not to insinuate with your ma- 
jesty, but as a most humble appeal to your majesty's gra- 
cious remembrance, how honest and direct you have ever 
found me in your service ; whereby I have an assured be- 
lief, that there is in your majesty's own princely thoughts 
a great deal of serenity and clearness towards me your 
majesty's now prostrate and cast down servant. 

Neither (my most gracious sovereign) do I, by this men- 
tion of my services, lay claim to your princely grace and 
bounty, though the privilege of calamity doth bear that 
form of petition. I know well, had they been much more, 
they had been but my bounden duty. Nay, I must also 
confess, that they were from time to time far above ray 
merit, over and super-rewarded by your majesty's benefits 
which you heaped upon me. Your majesty was and is that 
master to me, that raised and advanced me nine times ; 
thrice in dignity, and six times in office. The places in- 
deed were the painfullest of all your services ; but then 
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they had both honour and profits. And the then profits 
might have maintained my now honour, if I had been wise. 
Neither was your majesty's immediate liberality wanting 
towards me in some gifts, if I may hold them. All this 
I do most thankfiilly acknowledge, and do herewith con- 
clude, that for any thing arising from myself to move your 
eye of pity towards me, there is much more in my pre- 
sent misery, than in my past services ; save that the same 
your majesty's goodness, that may give relief to the one, 
may give value to the other. 

. And indeed, if it may please your majesty, this theme 
of my misery is so plentiful, as it need not be coupled with 
any thing else. I have been somebody by your majesty's 
singular and undeserved favour, even the prime officer of 
your kingdom ; your majesty's arm hath been often laid 
over mine in council, when you presided at the table ; so 
near I was. I have borne your majesty's image in metal, 
much more in heart ; I was never in nineteen years ser- 
vice chidden by your majesty, but contrariwise often over- 
joyed, when your majesty would sometimes say, I was a 
good husband for you, though none for myself: some- 
times, that I had a way to deal in business suavibus modis, 
which was the way which was most according to your 
own heart : and other most gracious speeches of affection 
and trust, which I feed on to this day. But why should 
1 speak of these things which are now vanished, but only 
the better to express the downfall ? 

For now it is thus with me : I am a year and a half 1 
old in misery : though I must ever acknowledge, riot with- 
out some mixture of your majesty's grace and mercy ; for 
I do not think it possible, that any one whom you once 
loved should be totally miserable. Mine own means, 
through my own improvidence, are poor and weak, little 
better than my father left me. The poor things that I 
have had from your majesty, are either in question or at 
courtesy. My dignities remain marks of your past favour, 
but burdens of my present fortune. The poor remnants 
which I had of my former fortunes, in plate or jewels, I 
Jiave spread upon poor men unto whom I owed, scarce 

> Therefore this was wrote near the middle of 16??. 
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leaving myself a convenient subsistence. So as, to con- 
clude, I must pour out my misery before your majesty, 
so far as to say, Si deserts tu y perimus. 

But as I can offer to your majesty's compassion little 
arising from myself to move you, except it be my extreme 
misery, which I have truly laid open } so looking up to 
your majesty's own self, I should think I committed Cain's 
fault, if I should despair. Your majesty is a king whose 
heart is as unscrutable for secret motions of goodness, as 
for depth of wisdom. You are creator-like, factive and 
not destructive. You are the prince in whom hath been 
ever .noted an aversation against anything that savoured of 
an hard heart ; as, on the other side, your princely eye was 
wont to meet with any motion that was made on the re- 
lieving part. Therefore as one that hath had the hap- 
piness to know your majesty's near hand, I have (most 
gracious sovereign) faith enough for a miracle, and much 
more for a grace, that your majesty will not suffer your 
poor creature to be utterly defaced, nor blot that name 
quite out of your book, upon which your sacred hand hath 
been so oft for the giving him new ornaments and ad- 
ditions. 

Unto this degree of compassion, I hope God above (of 
whose mercy towards me, both in my prosperity and ad- 
versity, I have had great testimonies and pledges, tjiough 
my own manifold and wretched unthankfulness might have 
averted them) will dispose your princely heart, already pre- 
pared to all piety. , And why should I not think, but that 
that thrice noble prince, who would have pulled me out 
of the fire of a sentence, will help to pull me (if I may use 
that homely phrase) out of the mire of an abject and sor- 
did condition in my last days : and that excellent favourite 
of yours (the goodness of whose nature contendeth with the 
greatness of his fortune ; and who counteth it a prize, a 
second prize, to be a good friend, after that prize which 
he carrieth to be a good servant) will kiss your hands 
with joy for any work of piety you shall do for me *. And 
as all commiserable persons, especially such as find their 
hearts void of all malice, are apt to think that all men 
pity them, so I assure myself that the lords of your coun- 
cil, who out of their wisdom and nobleness cannot but be 

* Vouchsafe to express towards me. AfattK. 
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sensible of human events, will in this way which 1 go, for 
the relief of my estate, further and advance your majesty's 
goodness towards me. For there is, as I conceive, a kind 
of fraternity between great men that are, and those that 
have been,' being but the several tenses of one verb ; nay, 
I do further presume, that both houses of parliament will 
love their justice the better, if it end not in my ruin ; for 
I have been often told, by many of my lords, as it were 
in the way of excusing the severity of the sentence, that 
they knew they left me in good hands. And your majesty 
knoweth well, I have been all my life long acceptable to 
those assemblies, not by flattery, but by moderation, and 
by honest expressing of a desire to have all things go 
fairly and well. 

But if it may please your majesty (for saints I shall 
give them reverence, but no adoration, my address is to 
your majesty, the fountain of goodness) your majesty shall, 
by the grace of God, not feel that in gift, which I shall 

P extremely feel in help; for my desires are moderate, and 
my courses measured to a life orderly and reserved, hoping 
still to do your majesty honour in my way. Only I most 
humbly beseech your majesty to give me leave to conclude 
with those words which necessity speaketh : Help me 
(dear sovereign lord and master) and pity me so far, as 
that I, that have borne a bag, be not now in my age 
forced in effect to bear a wallet ; nor that I, that desire to 
live to study, may not be driven to study to live 1 . I most 
humbly crave pardon of a long letter, after a long silence. 

' Although the subject matter of this ami some other letter! oftlie like, nature 
tiulh given mc occasion to make some remarks thereon al ready ; yet I cannot 
omit taking notice, in this place, of what the learned Monsieur Le Clerc hath 
observed in the twelfthdiiipKTui'iii* fiillirclions upon Good and Bad Fortune. 
Where, in his discourse of liberality, and the obligations lhat are upon princes, 
etc. to extend their bounty to learned men, in respect of the benefit the world 
receives from them ; he expresses bis sense of the honour which wos due to 
the memory of those who assisted Erasmus and Grotius, and his resentment 
of the neglect of king James, for deserting the lord Bacon : " One cannot 
" read," saith he, " without indignation, lhat which is reported of the famous 
" chancellor of England, Francis Bacon, whom the king suffered to languid! 
" in poverty, whilst he preferred worthless persons, to his dishonour. A little 
«' before his death this learned man writ to that prince a bemoaning letter/ 
and then cites this moving conclusion out of Howell's letters ; which tbongh 
that author thought it argued a little abjection of spirit hi my lord Bacon ; yet 

Miiiiii.ni Le (J lei r I hull* ii shmed ;i i Ii lone I in the king, to permit so 

able a mau to lie under (he necessity of making so sad <i request, and yet 
withal to afford 110 relict. "' 
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God of heaven ever bless, preserve, and prosper your 
majesty. 

Your Majesty's poor ancient Servant and Beadsman, 

FR. St. ALBAN. 



CCLXXVn. TO MR. MATTHEW, EMPLOYING HIM TO DO A 
GOOD OFFICE WITH A GREAT MAN v . 

SIR, 

t havje received your letter, wherein you mention some 
passages at large, concerning the lord you know of. You 
touched also that point in a letter which you wrote upon 
my lord's going over ; which I answered, and am a little 
doubtful, whether mine ever came to your hands. It is 
true, that I wrote a little sullenly therein, how I conceived 
that my lord was a wise man in his own way, and perhaps 
thought it fit for him to be out with me ; for at least I 
found no cause thereof in myself. As for the latter of 
these points, I am of the same judgment still ; but for 
the former, I perceive by what you write, that it is merely 
some misunderstanding of his : and I do a little marvel 
at the instance^ which had relation to that other crabbed 
man ; for I conceived that both in passing that book, and 
(as I remember) two more, immediately after my lord's 
going over, I had shewed more readiness than many times 
I use in like cases. But, to conclude, no man hath thought 
better of my lord than I have done. I know his virtues* 
and namely, that he hath much greatness of mind, which 
is a thing almost lost amongst men : nor can any body 
be more sensible and remembering than I am of his for- 
mer favours ; so that I shall be most glad of his friendship. 
Neither are the past occasions in my opinion such, as need 
either reparation or declaration ; but may well go under 
the title of nothing. Now I had rather you dealt between 
us than any body else, because you are no way drenched 
in any man's humour. Of other things at another time; 
but this I was forward to write in the midst of more bu- 
siness than ever I had. 

1 Sir Tobie Matthew's Second Collection of Letters, p. 34. 
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CCLXXVIII. TO THE LORD DIGBY, ON HIS GOING TO 

SPAIN * . 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I now only send my best wishes to follow you at sea 
and land, with due thanks for your late great favours. 
God knows whether the length of your voyage will not ex- 
ceed the size of my hour-glass : but whilst I live, my af- 
fection to do your lordship service shall remain quick war 
Aev the ashes of my fortune. 



CCLXXIX. TO MR. MATTHEW*. 

SIR, 

In this solitude of friends, which is the base court of ad- 
versity, where nobody almost will be seen stirring, I have 
often remembered this Spanish saying, Amor sin fin, no 
tienefin*. This bids me make choice of your friend and 
mine, for his noble succours ; not now towards the aspiring, 
but only the respiring of my fortunes. I, who am a man 
of books, have observed, that he hath both the magnani- 
mity of the old Romans, and the cordiality of the old Eng- 
lish; and withal, I believe, he hath the wit of both : sure 
I am, that for myself I have found him in both my for- 
tunes, to esteem me so much above my just value, and to 
love me so much above the possibility of deserving, or 
obliging on my part, as if he were a friend created and 
reserved for such a time as this. You know what I have 
to say to the great lord, and I conceive it cannot pass so 
fitly to him by the mouth of any, as of this gentleman ; 
and therefore do your best (which I know will be of power 
enough) to engage him both in the substance and to the 
secrecy of it : for I can think of no man but yourself, to 
be used by me in this, who are so private, so faithful, and 
so discreet a friend to us both ; as on the other side, I dare 
swear he is, and know myself to be as true to you as your 
own heart. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 165. 

* Sir Tobie Matthew's Collection of Letters, p. 51. 

3 Love without ends hath no end, was a saying of Gondomar the Spanish 
ambassador; meaning thereby, that if it were begun not upon particular 
mds, it would last. Bacon's Apophthegms, 67. Vol. 11. p. 415. 
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CCLXXX. AN EXPOSTULATION TO THE MARQUIS OP 

BUCKINGHAM ! . 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Your lordship will pardon me, if, partly in the freedom 
of adversity, and partly of former friendship (the sparks 
whereof cannot but continue) I open myself to your lord- 
ship, and desire also your lordship to open yourself to me. 
The two last acts which you did for me, in procuring the 
releasement of my fine, and my Quietus est, I acknow- 
ledge, were effects real and material of your love and fa- 
vour ; which, as to my knowledge, it never failed in my 
prosperity, so in these two things it seems not to have 
turned with the wheel. But the extent of these two fa- 
vours is not much more than to keep me from persecution. 
For any thing farther, which might tend to my comfort 
and assistance, as I cannot say to myself, that your lord- 
ship hath forsaken me ; so I see not the effects of your un- 
deserved, yea undesired professions and promises ; which 
being made to a person in affliction, have the nature, after 
a sort, of vows. But that which most of all makes ftie 
doubt of a change or cooling in your lordship's affection 
towards me, is, that being twice now at London, your 
lordship did not vouchsafe to see me ; though by messages 
you gave me hope thereof, and the latter time I had 
begged it of your lordship. 

The cause of change may either be in myself or your 
lordship. I ought first to examine myself, which I have 
done ; and God is my witness, I find all well, and that I 
have approved myself to your lordship a true friend, both 
in the watery trial of prosperity, and in the fiery trial of 
adversity. If your lordship take any insatisfaction touch- 
ing the house, I humbly pray you think better of it. For 
that motion to me was a second sentence more grievous 
than the first, as things then stood, and do yet stand : for 
it sentenced me to have lost both in my own opinion, and 
much more in the opinion of others, that which was saved 
to me, almost only, in the former sentence ; and which 

1 Sir Tobie Matthew's Collection of Letters, p. 48, and Stephens's Second 
Collection, p. 167. 
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was more dear to me than all that which was taken from 
me, which is your lordship's love and favour. For had it 
not been for that bitter circumstance, your lordship knows, 
that you might have commanded my life, and all that is 
mine. But surely it could not he that, nor any thing in 
me, winch wrought the change. It is likely on the other 
part, that though your lordship in your nature I know to 
be generous and constant, yet I being now become out of 
sight, and out of use, your lordship having a flood of new 
friends, and your ears possessed perhaps by such as would 
not leave room for an old ; your lordship may, even by 
course of the world, and the over-bearing of others, be 
turned from me ; and it were almost a miracle if it should 
be otherwise. But yet, because your lordship may still 
have so heroical a spirit, as to stand out in all these vio- 
lent assaults, which might have alienated you from your 
friend ; my humble suit to your lordship is, that remem- 
bering our former friendship, which began with your be- 
ginnings, and since that tune hath never failed on my part, 
your lordship would deal clearly with me, and let me know, 
whether I continue in your favour or no ; and whether in 
those poor requests, which I may yet make to his majesty 
(whose true servant I ever was and am) for the temper- 
ing of my misery, I may presume to use your lordship's fa- 
vour and help as I have done ; for otherwise it were a kind 
of stupidness in me, and a great trouble also to your lord- 
ship, for me not to discern the change, for your lordship 
to have an importuner, instead of a friend and a suitor. 
Though howsoever, if your lordship should never think of 
me more, yet in respect of your former favours, which can- 
not altogether be made void, I must remain, etc. 



CCLXXXI. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN \ 

I have dispatched the business your lordship recom- 
mended to me, which I send your lordship here inclosed, 
signed by his majesty, and have likewise moved him for 
your coming to kiss his hand, which he is pleased you 

1 Stephens'! Second Collection, p. 174. 
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should do at Whitehall when he retumeth next thither. 
In the mean time I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, 13 Nov. 1SS*. 

I will give order to my secretary to wait upon Sir 
John Suckling about your other business. 

Endorsed by the Lord St. A Mian's hand, 
My Lord of Bucks touching my warrant and access. 



CCLXXXII. TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM '. 



Though I have troubled your lordship with many let- 
ters, oftener than I think I should (save that affection keep- 
eth no account) yet upon the repair of Mr. Matthew, a 
gentleman so much your lordship's servant, and to me 
another myself, as your lordship best knoweth, you would 
not have thought me a man alive, except I had put a let- 
ter into his hand, and withal, by so faithful and approved 
a man, commended my fortunes afresh unto your lordship. 

My lord, to speak my heart to your lordship, I never 
felt my misfortunes so much as now : not for that part 
which may concern myself, who profit (I thank God for 
it) both in patience, and in settling mine own courses ; 
but when I look abroad and see the times so stirring, and 
so much dissimulation and falshood, baseness and envy in 
the world, and so many idle clocks going in mens heads, 
then it grieveth me much, that I am not sometimes at 
your lordship's elbow, that I might give you some of the 
fruits of the careful advice, modest liberty, and true infor- 
mation of a friend that loveth your lordship as I do. For 
though your lordship's fortunes be above the thunder and 
storms of inferior regions ; yet nevertheless, to hear the 
wind and not to feel it, will make one sleep the better. 

My good lord, somewhat I have been, and much I have 
read ; so that few things that concern states or greatness, 
are new cases unto me : and therefore I hope I may he 
no unprofitable servant to your lordship. I remember 

' Stephens's Second Collection, p. ITS. 
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the king was wont to make a character of me, far abort! 
my worth, tltat I was not made for small matters ; and 
your lordship would sometimes bring me from his majesty 
that Latin sentence, De minimis non curat lex : and it 
hath so fallen out, that since my retiring, times have been 
fuller of great matters than before ; wherein perhaps, if 
I had continued near his majesty, he might have found 
more use of my service, if my gift lay that way : but that 
is but a vain imagination of mine. True it is, that as I 
do not aspire to use my talent in the king's great affairs: 
yet for that which may concern your lordship, and your 
fortune, no man living shall give you a better account of 
faith, industry, and affection, than I shall. I must con- 
clude with that which gave me occasion of this letter, 
which is Mr. Matthew's employment to your lordship in 

I those parts, wherein I am verily persuaded your lordship 
shall find him a wise and able gentleman, and one that 
will bend his knowledge of the world (which is great) to 
serve his majesty, and the prince, and in especial your 
lordship. So I rest 
Your Lordship's most obliged and faithful Si 



Gray's- Inn, this 18th April, ] 



FR. ST. ALDAN, 



CCLXXXIII. TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM ', 



How much I rejoice in your grace's safe return, you 
will easily believe, knowing how well I love you, and how 
much I need you. There be many things in this journey 
both in the felicity and in the carriage thereof, that I do 
not a little admire, and wish your grace may reap more 
and more fruits in continuance answerable to the begin- 
nings. Myself have ridden at anchor all your grace's 
absence, and my cables are now quite worn. I had from 
Sir Toby Matthew, out of Spain, a very comfortable mes- 
sage, that your grace had said, I should be the first that 
you would remember in any great favour after your re- 
turn ; and now coming from court, he telleth me he had 
commission from your lordship to confirm it 
I humbly kiss your hands. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 177, 
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My lord, do some good work upon me, that I may end 
my days in comfort, which nevertheless cannot be complete 
except you put me in some way to do your noble self 
service ; for I must ever rest 

Youf Grace - * mint oliligcd and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
IS Oct. 16*3. 

I have written to his highness, and had presented my 
duty to his highness, to kiss his hands at York-house, 
but that my health is scarce yet confirmed. 



CCLXXXIV. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN 1 . 

The assurance of your love makes me easily believe 
your joy at my return ; and if I may be so happy, as by 
the credit of my place to supply the decay of your cables, 
I shall account it one of the special fruits thereof. What 
Sir Toby Matthew hath delivered on my behalf, I will be 
ready to make good, and omit no opportunity that may 
serve for the endeavours of 

Your Lordlhrpt faithful Friend am! Scrvnot, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Roys ton, Octob. 14, 1633. 



CCLXXXV. TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM . 

I send your grace for a parabien a book of mine, 
written first and dedicated to his majesty in English, and 
now translated into Latin and enriched. After his majesty 
and his highness, your grace is ever to have the third 
turn witli me. Vouchsafe of your wonted favour to present 
also the king's book to his majesty. The prince's I have 
sent to Mr. Endimion Porter. I hope your grace, because 
you are wont to disable your Latin, will not send your 
book to the Conde d'Olivares, because he was a deacon ; 
for I understand by one, that your grace may guess whom 
I mean, that the Conde is not rational, and I hold this 
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book to be very rational. Your grace will pardon me to 
be merry, however the world gocth with me. I ever rest 

Your Grace's most tnitlitnl mid ohligcd Servant, 

FK. ST. ALBAN. 
CrayVInn, this 'J9d October, 1S23. 

I have added a begging postscript in the king's letter ; 
for, as I writ before, my cables are worn out, my hope of 
tackling is by your lordship's means. For me and mine 
I pray command. 



CCLXXXVL TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN '. 

I give your lordship many thanks for the parahieu you 
have sent me ; which is so welcome unto me, both for the 
author's sake and for the worth of itself, that I cannot 
spare a work, of so much pains to your lordship and value 
to me, unto a man of so little reason and less art ; who, 
if his skill in languages be no greater thau I found it in 
argument, may, perhaps, have as much need of an inter- 
preter, for all his deaconry, as myself; and whatsoever 
mine ignorance is in the tongue, yet this much I under- 
stand in the book, that it is a noble monument of your 
love, which I will entail to my posterity, who, I hope, will 
both reap the fruit of the work, and honour the memory of 
the author. The other book I delivered to his majesty, who 
is tied here by the feet longer than he purposed to stay. 

For the business your lordship wrote of in your other 
letters, I am sorry I can do you no service, having engaged 
myself to Sir William Becher before my going into Spain, 
so that I cannot free myself, unless there were means to 
give him satisfaction. But I will ever continue 

Your Lordship's assured Friend and faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Hinclieiiljrouk, ST Oct. 1G¥3. 



CCXXXXVn. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN 1 . 



I have delivered your lordship's letter and your book 
to his majesty, who hath promised to read it over : I wish 



1 Slephcns's Second Collection, p. 180. 
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I could promise as much for that which you sent me, that 
my understanding of that language might make me ca- 
pable of those good fruits, which, I assure myself by an 
implicit faith, proceed from your pen. But I wffl tell 
you in good English, with my thanks for your book, that 
1 ever rest f 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

g. Buckingham: 

Hinchenbrook, 29 Oct* 1693. 



CCLXXXVIII. TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I send Mr. Parker to have ready, according to the 
speech I had with your grace, my two suits to his majesty, 
the one for a fall pardon, that I may die out of a cloud ; 
the other for a translation of my honours after my decease. 
I hope his majesty will have compassion on me, as he 
promised me he would. My heart telleth me that no man 
hath loved his majesty and his service more entirely, and 
love is the law and the prophets. I ever rest 

Your Grace's most obliged and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
35 Nov. lets. 



CGLXXXIX. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have received your lordship's letter, and have been 
long thinking upon it, and the longer the less able to 
make answer unto it. Therefore if your lordship would 
be pleased to send any understanding man unto me, to 
whom I may in discourse open myself, I will by that means 
so discover my heart with all freedom, which were too 
long to do by letter, especially in this time of parliament 
business, that your lordship shall receive satisfaction. la 
the Aeon time X rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM, 
ftoystori, H December. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 181. ' Ibid. p. 184. 
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CCXC. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN \ 

MY LORD, 

I have moved his majesty in your suit, and find him 
very gracious inclined to grant it ; but he desireth first 
to know from my lord treasurer his opinion and the value 
of it : to whom I have written to that purpose this inclosed 
letter, and would wish your lordship to speak with him 
yourself for his favour and furtherance therein ; and for 
my part I will omit nothing that appertaineth to 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, the 28th of Jan. 1623. 



CCXCI. TO THE DUKE OP BUCKINGHAM*. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I have received the warrant, not for land but for the 
money, which if it may be speedily served, is sure the 
better ; for this I humbly kiss your grace's hands. But 
because the exchequer is thought to be somewhat bar- 
ren, although I have good affiance of Mr. Chancellor, 
yet I hold it very essential, and therein I most humbly 
pray your grace's favour, that you would be pleased by 
your letter to recommend to Mr. Chancellor the speedy 
issuing of the money by this warrant, as a business where- 
of your grace hath an especial care ; the rather for that 
I understand from him, there be some other warrants 
for money to private suitors at this time on foot. But 
your grace may be pleased to remember this difference : 
that the other are mere gifts ; this of mine is a bargain, 
with an advance only. 

I most humbly pray your grace likewise to present 
my most humble thanks to his majesty. God ever guide 
you by the hand. I always rest 

Your faithful and more and more obliged Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Gray's- Inn, this 17th of 

November. 1624. ' 

* » 

I most humbly thank your grace for your grace's fa- 
vour to my honest deserving servant. 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p, 185, * Ibid* 
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CCXCII. TO THE LORD ST. ALBAN '. 

The hearty affection I have borne to your person and 
service, hath made me ever ambitious to be a messenger 
of good news to you, and an eschewer of ill ; this hath 
been the true reason why I have been thus long in answer- 
ing you, not any negligence in your discreet modest ser- 
vant, you sent with your letter, nor his who now returns 
you this answer, oft-times given me by your master and 
mine ; who though by this may seem not to satisfy 
your desert and expectation, yet, take the word of a 
friend who will never fail you, hath a tender care of you, 
full of a fresh memory of your by-past service. His ma- 
jesty is but for the present, he says, able to yield unto the 
three years advance, which if you please to accept, you 
are not hereafter the farther off from obtaining some bet- 
ter testimony of his favour worthier both of him and you, 
though it can never be answerable to what my heart 
wishes you, as 

Youi' Lordship's humble Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



CCXCIII. TO THE LORD" TREASURER MARLBOROUGH, 
EXPOSTULATING ABOUT HIS UNKINDNESS AND IN- 
JUSTICE 3 . 

I humbly intreat your lordship, and if I may use the 
word, advise you to make me a better answer. Your 
lordship is interested in honour, in the opinion of all them 
who hear how I am dealt with ; if your lordship malice 
me for such a cause, surely it was one of the justest busi- 
nesses that ever was in chancery. I will avouch it ; and 
how deeply I was tempted therein, your lordsliip knows 
best. Your lordship may do well, in this great age of 
yours, to think of your grave, as I do of mine ; and to 
beware of hardness of heart. And as for fair words, it 
is a wind, by which neither your lordsliip, nor any man 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 186. 

* The lord Miirlljorongh was made treasurer as Dec. 

' Sir Tobie Matthew'* Collection of Letters, p. 51. 
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else, can sail long. Howsoever, I am the man who will 

give all due respects and reverence to your great place, 
etc. 

CCXCIV. TO THE KING 1 . 



Before I make my petition to your majesty, I make 
my prayers to God above pectore ah imo, that if I have 
held any tiling so dear as your majesty's service, nay, 
your heart's ease, and your honour's, I may be repulsed 
with a denial : but if that hath been the principal with 
me, that God, who knoweth my heart, would move your 
majesty's royal heart to take compassion of me, and to 
grant my desire. 

I prostrate myself at your majesty's feet, I your an- 
cient servant, now sixty-four years old in age, and three 
years five months old in misery. I desire not from your 
majesty means, nor place, nor employment, but only, af- 
ter so long a time of expiation, a complete and total re- 
mission of the sentence of the upper-house, to the end 
that blot of ignominy may be removed from me, and 
from my memory with posterity ; that I die not a con- 
demned man, but may be to your majesty, as I am to 
God, nova creatura. Your majesty hath pardoned the 
like to Sir John Bennet, between whose case and mine, 
not being partial with myself, but speaking out of the ge- 
neral opinion, there was as much difference, I will not say 
as between black and white, but as between black and 
gray, or ash-coloured * : look therefore down, dear sove- 
reign, upon me also in pity. I know your majesty's 
heart is inscrutable for goodness ; and my lord of Buck- 
ingham was wont to tell me you were the best natured 
man in the world ; and it is God's property, that those 
he hath loved, he loveth to the end. Let your majesty's 
grace, in this my desire, stream down upon me, and let 
it be out of the fountain and spring-head, and ex mero 
fflottt, that, living or dying, the print of the goodness of 

' Stephens's First Collection, p. 497. 

* -Sir Joint lienncl, judge ot'tlie prerogative cnnrt, was, in the year 16J1, 
accused, convicted, and censured in parliament for taking of bribe*, and 
conjuiiltiiig several nlfadouieajiors relating to his office. 
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king James may be in my heart, and his praises in my 
mouth. This my most humble request granted, may 
make me Eve a year or two happily ; and denied, will 
kill me quickly. But yet the last thing that will die in 
me, will be the heart and affection of 

Your Majesty's most humble and true devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
July SO, 1624. 



CCXCV. IN ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING, BY KING 

JAMES 1 . 

TO Olflfc TRUSTY AND WELL BELOVED, THOMAS COVEN- 
TRY, OUR ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

TRUSTY AMD WRLL-BELOYED, VVE GREET YOU WELL: 

Whereas our right trusty and right well-beloved 
cousin, the viscount of St. Alban, upon a sentence given 
in the upper house of parliament full three years since, 
and more, hath endured loss of his place, imprisonment, 
and confinement * also for a great time ; which may suf- 
fice for the satisfaction of justice, and example to others: 
We being always graciously inclined to temper mercy 
with justice, and calling to mind his former good services, 
and how well and profitably he hath spent his time since 
his trouble, are pleased to remove from him that blot of 
ignominy which yet remaineth upon him, of incapacity 
and disablement ; and to remit to him all penalties what- 
soever inflicted by that sentence. Having therefore for- 
merly pardoned his fine, and released his confinement ; 
Hiese are to will and require you to prepare, for our sig- 
nature, a bill containing a pardon, in due form of law, of 
the whole .sentence : for which this shall be your suffici- 
ent warrant. 

1 l Cabala, 270. Edit. 1663. 

• His sentence forbid his coming within the verge of the court. [In con- 
sequence of this letter, my lord Bacon was summoned to parliament in the 
first year of king Charles.] 
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CCXCVI. THE LORD VrSCOUNT ST. ALBAN TO DR. WIL- 
LIAMS 1 , BISHOP OF LINCOLN, CONCERNING HIS 
SPEECHES, ETC* . 

I am much bound to your lordship for your honour- 
able promise to Dr. Rawley : he chooseth rather to de- 
pend upon the same in general, than to pitch upon any 
particular ; which modesty of choice I commend. 

I find that the ancients, as Cicero, Demosthenes, Pli- 
nius Secundus, and others, have preserved both their ora- 
tions and their epistles. In imitation of whom I have 
done the like to my own ; which nevertheless I will not 
publish while I live ; but I have been bold to bequeath 
them to your lordship, and Mr. Chancellor of the duchy. 
My speeches, perhaps, you will think fit to publish : the 
letters, many of them, touch too much upon late matters 
of state, to be published ; yet I was willing they should 
not be lost. I have also by my will erected two lec- 
tures in perpetuity, in either university one, with an en- 
dowment of 2001. per annum apiece : they to be for na- 
tural philosophy, and the sciences thereupon depending ; 
which foundations I have required my executors to order, 
by the advice and direction of your lordship, and my 
lord bishop of Coventry and Litchfield. These be my 
thoughts now. I rest 

Your Lordsliip's most affectionate to do yon service. 



CCXCVII. THE BISHOPS ANSWER TO THE PRECEDING 
LETTER 3 . 

Mr. Doctor Rawley, by his modest choice, hath much 
obliged me to be careful of him, when God shall send 
any opportunity ; and, if his majesty shall remove me 
from this see, before any such occasion be offered, not 
to change my intentions with my bishopric. 

It is true that those ancients, Cicero, Demosthenes, 
and Plinius Secundus, have preserved their orations, the 

i This title seems to imply that the date of this letter was aiker tlie buliop 
was removed from dein™ Innl keeper. 

■ Stephens's Secoud Collection, p, 189. * Ibid. p. 190. 
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heads and effects of them at the least, and their epistles; 
and I have ever been of opinion, that those two pieces 
are the principal pieces of our antiquities : those orations 
discovering the form of administering justice, and the 
letters the carriage of the affairs in those times. For 
our histories, or rather lives of men, borrow as much 
from the affections and phantasies of the writers, as from 
the truth itself, and are for the most of them built alto- 
gether upon unwritten relations and traditions. But 
letters written e re nata, and bearing a synchronism or 
equality of time cum rebus gestis, have no other fault, 
than that which was imputed unto Virgil, nihil peccat, 
nisi quml nihil pcccet ; they speak the truth too plainly, 
and cast too glaring a light for that age, wherein they 
were, or are written. 

Your lordship doth most worthily therefore in preserv- 
ing those two pieces, amongst the rest of those match- 
less monuments you shall leave behind you ; considering, 
that as one age hath not bred your experience, so is it 
not fit it should be confined to one age, and not impart- 
ed to the times to come. For my part therein, I do 
embrace the honour with all thankfulness, and the trust 
imposed upon me with all religion and devotion. For 
those two lectures in natural philosophy, and the sciences 
woven and involved with the same; it is a great and a 
noble foundation both for the use, and the salary, and a 
foot that will teach the age to come, to guess in part at 
the greatness of that Herculean mind, which gave them 
their existence. Only your lordship may be advised for 
the seats of this foundation. The two universities are 
the two eyes of this land, and fittest to contemplate the 
lustre of this bounty : these two lectures are as the two 
apples of these eyes. An apple when it is single, is an 
ornament, when double a pearl or a blemish in the eye. 
Your lordship may therefore inform yourself if one Sid- 
ley of Kent hath not already founded in Oxford a lec- 
ture of this nature and condition. But if Oxford in tliis 
kind be an Argus, I am sure poor Cambridge is a rig-lit 
Polyphemus ; it hath but one eye, and that not so stea- 
dily or artificially placed ; but bommi est facile srii iliffii- 
sivum: your lordship being so full of goodness will 
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quickly find an object to pour it on. That which made 
me say thus much, I will say in verse, that your lord- 
ship may remember it better ; 

Sola ruinosis stat Cantahrigia pannis, 
Atque inopi lingua disertas invocat artes. 

I will conclude with this vow : ' Deus, qui animum ia- 
tum tibi, animo isti tempus quam longissimum tribuat.' 
It is the most affectionate prayer of 

Your Lordship's moat bumble Servant, 

JO. LINCOLN. 
Buck don, the last of 
December, 1625. 




CCXCVIII. TO THE QUEEN OF BOHEMIA". 



have received your majesty's gracious letter from 
Mr. Secretary Morton, who is now a saint in heaven. 
It was at a time when the great desolation of the plague 
was in the city, and when myself was ill of a dangerous 
and tedious sickness. The first time that I found any 
degree of health, nothing came sooner to my mind, than 
to acknowledge your majesty's great favour, by my most 
humble thanks : and because I see your majesty taketh 
delight in my writings, and to say the truth, they are 
the best fruits I now yield, I presume to send your ma- 
jesty a little discourse of mine, touching a war with 
Spain, which I writ about two years since ; which the 
king your brother liked well. It is written without bit- 
terness or invective, as king's affairs ought to be carried; 

1 The princess Elizabeth, eldest daughter of king Jamea, was married to 
Frederick V. elector pnlalinc, who by accepting the crown of Bohemia wai 
soon deprived both of that and bis antient principality. Under all bcr af- 
flictions she had l he happiness of being mother of many fine children, and at 
length of seeing her son restored to the Palatinate, and her nephew to nil 
kingdoms. To her, who had been to lunch injured by Spain, my lord St. 
Alban presents bis discourse touching a war with Spain, in acknowledgment 
of the favour of her majesty's letter, sent by her secretary Sir Alberts Mor- 
ton ; in which quality he had served his uncle Sir Henry Wot ton, in sonic of 
hit embassies : and as he was tenderly beloved I y him in nil HIV, and much 
lamented in hi* death ; so Sir Harry professed no leas admiration of this 
queen, and the splendour of her virtues under the darkness of her fortune*. 
Stephens. 

' Stephens's Second Collection, p. 188. 
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Iwrt if I be not deceived; it hath edge enough* I lucre 
jpek some spirits left, and remnant of experience, which I 
consecrate to the king's service »d your majesty's ; for 
whom I pour out my daily prayere to God, that he 
would give your majesty a for tune worthy your rare vir- 
tues ; which, some good spirit tells me, will be in the 
end. I do in all reverence kiss your majesty's hands, 
titer resting 

Your Majesty's moot (ramble and devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



CCXQJX. A LETTER OF THE LOUD BACON'S, IN FRENCH, 
TO THE MARQUIS FIAT, RELATING TO HI3 ESSAYS \ 

MONSIEUR L'AMBASSADEUR MON F1L8, 

Voyant que vostre excellence faict & traite manages, 
non seulement entre les princes d'Angleterre & de France, 
mais aussi entre les langues (puis que faictes traduire 
mon livre de V Advancement ties sciences en Francois) 
j'ai bien voulu vous envoyer mon livre dernierement im- 
prime, que j'avois pourveu pour vous, mais j'estois en 
doubte de le vous envoyer, pour ce qu'il estoit escrit en 
Anglois. Mais a cest heure pour la raison susdicte je 
le vous envoye. Cest un recompilement de mes Essayes 
morales 8f civiles ; mais tellement enlargies & enrichies^ 
tant de nombre que de poids, que c'est de fait un ceuvre 
nouveau. Je vous baise les mains, & reste 

Vostre tres affection^ ami, & tres humble serviteur. 



CCC. TO THE EARL OF ARUNDEL AND SURRY: JUST 
BEFORE HIS DEATH, BEING THE LAST LETTER HE 
EVER WROTE*. 

MY YERY GOOD LORD, 

I was likely to have had the fortune of Caius Plinius 
the elder, who lost his life by trying an experiment about 
the burning of the mount Vesuvius : for I was also de- 
sirous to try an experiment or two, touching the conser- 
vation and induration of bodies. As for the experiment 
itself, it succeeded excellently ^ell ; but in the journey, 

1 Stephens's Second Collection, p. 187. 
* Sir Tobie Matthew's Collection, p. 57. 
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between London and Highgate, I was taken with such 
a fit of casting, as I knew not whether it were the stone, 
or some surfeit, or cold, or indeed a touch of them all 
three. But when I came to your lordship's house, I was 
not able to go back, and therefore was forced to take up 
my lodging here, where your house-keeper is very care- 
ful and diligent about me ; which I assure myself your 
lordship will not only pardon towards him, but think the 
better of him for it. For indeed your lordship's house 
was happy to me ; and I kiss your noble hands for the 
welcome which I am sure you give me to it, etc. 

I know how unfit it is for me to write to your lord- 
ship with any other hand than my own ; but by my 
troth my fingers are so disjointed with this fit of sick- 
ness, that I cannot steadily hold a pen. 



LETTERS, SPEECHES, CHARGES, 

ADVICES, ETC. 

OP 

FRANCIS BACON, 

LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN, 

LORD CHANCELLOR OP ENGLAND; 

FIRST PUBLISHED IN THE YEAR 1763, 

By THOMAS BIRCH, D.D. 

CHAPLAIN TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCESS AMELIA, AND 
SECRETARY TO THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 



TQl the hohoubable 



CHARLES YORKE, 



ATTORNEY-GENERAL TO HIS MAJESTY 



SIR, 



The gratitude, which I owe you for the honour and other im- 
portant advantages of your friendship, hath often made me 
wish for an opportunity of making you some return equal, in 
any degree, to your merit, and my own obligations. It was, 
therefore, a very agreeable incident to me, when by means of 
your noble brother, die Lord Viscount Royston, always at- 
tentive to enlarge the fund of history, as well as to encourage 
and reward every attempt in favour of literature in general, 
there was put into my hands a volume of original papers of the 
great Lord Bacon. This voltnne was, at his Lordship's request, 
readily intrusted with me by his Grace the Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury, whose zeal for the advancement of useful learn- 
ing of all kinds bears a just proportion to that which he has 
shewn in every station of the Church filled by him, for the sup- 
port of religion, and for what is the most perfect system of its 
principles, laws, and ganctk>ns— Christianity* 

From the long acquaintance with which I have been fit* 
Toured by you, and the frequent conversations which we have 
had upon subjects foreign to the profession which you so much 
adorn, I well- knew, your high, veneration for the writings of 
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Bacon, and your thorough knowledge of the most abstruse of 
them. Having, therefore, with an application little less than 
that of decyphering, transcribed from the first draughts, and 
digested into order, a collection of his letters, little inferior in 
number, and much superior in contents, to what the world hath 
hitherto seen, intermixed with other papers of his of an import- 
ant nature, I could not doubt, but that the publishing of them 
would be no less acceptable to you, than, I persuade myself, 
they will be to the pubbc. For it is scarce to be imagined, 
but that the bringing to light, from obscurity and oblivion, the 
remains of so eminent a person, will be thought an acquisition 
not inferior to the discovery (if the ruins of Herculanum should 
afford such a treasure) of a new set of the epistles of Cicero, 
whom our immortal countryman most remarkably resembled as 
an orator, a philosopher, a writer, a lawyer, and a statesman. 
The communication of them to the public appearing to me * 
duty to it and the memory of the author, to whom could I, se- 
parately from the consideration of all personal connexions and 
inducements, so justly present them, as to him, whom every 
circumstance of propriety, and conformity of character, in the 
most valuable part of it, pointed out to me for that purpose? 
Similarity of genius ; the same extent of knowledge in the laws 
of our own and other countries, enriched and adorned with all 
the stores of ancient and modern learning ; the same eloquence 
at the bar and in the senate ; an equal force of writing, shewn 
in a single work indeed, and composed at a very early age, but 
decisive of a grand question of law and sanction of government, 
the grounds of which had never before been stated with due 
precision ; and the most successful discharge of the same offices 
of King's Council and Solicitor and Attorney General. 

These reasons, Sir, give your name an unquestionable right 
to be prefixed to these posthumous pieces. And I hope, while 
I am performing this act of justice, I may be excused the am- 
bition of preserving my own name, by uniting it with those of 
Bacon and Yorke. 

Your delicacy here restrains me from indulging myself &r- 
ther in the language which truth and esteem would dictate. 
But I must be allowed to add a wish, in which every good 
man and lover of his country will join with me, that as 
there now remains but one step for you to complete t 
course of public service and glory, in. which you have s» 
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c so closely 
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followed your illustrious father, he, happy in the most import- 
ant circumstance of human life, the characters and fortunes of 
his children, 

— longo ordine Nati, 
Clari omnes patria pariter Virtute suaque, 

may live to see you possessed of that high station, which him- 
self filled for almost twenty years, with a reputation supe- 
rior to all the efforts of envy or party. Nor is it less to 
his honour (and may it be yours at a very distant period), 
that, though he thought proper to retire from that station 
in the full vigour of his abilities, he still continues to exert 
them in a more private situation, for the general benefit of 
his country ; enjoying in it the noblest reward of his ser- 
vices, an unequalled authority, founded on the acknowledged 
concurrence of the greatest capacity, experience, and integrity. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obliged and most devoted humble Servant, 

THOMAS BIRCH. 

London, June 1, 176?. 
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As the reader will undoubtedly have some curiosity about the 
history of the transmission of these papers, now presented to him 
at the distance of an hundred and forty years from the date of 
most of them, though the hand of the incomparable writer is too 
conspicuous in them to admit of any suspicion of their genuine- 
ness ; it will be proper here to give him some information upon 
that subject. Dr. Thomas Tenison is known to have been the 
editor of the Baconiana, published at London, 1679, though 
he added only the initial letters of his name to the account of 
all the lord Bacon's works 1 , subjoined to that collection. 
He had been an intimate friend of, and fellow of the same col- 
lege* with Mr. William Rawley, only son of Dr. William 
Rawley, chaplain to the lord chancellor Bacon, and employed 
by his lordship, as publisher of most of his works. Dr. Rawley 
dying in the 79th year of his age, June the 18th, 1667, near % 
year after his son 3 ; his executor, Mr. John Rawley, put into 
the hands of his friend Dr. Tenison these papers of lord Bacon, 
which composed the Baconiana; and probably, at the same 
time, presented to him all the rest of his lordship's manuscripts, 
which Dr. Rawley had been possessed of, but did not think 
proper to make public. The reasons of his Teserve appear from 
Dr. Tenison^ account 4 cited above, to have been, " that he 
judged some papers touching matters of state to tread too near 
to the heels of truth, and to the times of the persons concerned : 
and that he thought his lordship's letters concerning his fall 
might be injurious to his honour, and cause the old wounds of 
it to bleed anew." But this is a delicacy, which, though suitable 
to the age in which Dr. Rawley lived, and to the relation, under 
which he had stood to his noble patron, ought to have no force 
in other times and circumstances, nor ever to be too much in- 
dulged to the prejudice of the rights of historical truth. 

1 This account is dated Nov. the 30th, 1678. 
9 Beuet, in the university of Cambridge. 

• Who was buried the 3d of July, 1666. 

* Page 81. 
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Dr. Tenison being, soon after the publication of the Baconi- 
ans, removed from the more private station of a country living 
to the vicarage of St. Martin's in the Fields, Westminster, and, 
after the revolution, advanced to the bishopric of Lincoln, and 
at last to the archbishopric of Canterbury, had scarce leisure, if 
he had been inclined, to select more of the papers of his admired 
Bacon. These therefore with the rest of his manuscripts, not 
already deposited in the library at Lambeth, were left by him 
in hia last will, dated the 11th of April, 1715, to his chaplain, 
Dr. Edmund Gibson, then rector of Lambeth, and afterwards 
successively bishop of Lincoln and London, and to Mr. (after- 
wards Dr.) Benjamin Ibbot, who had succeeded Dr. Gibson as 
library- keeper to bis grace. Dr. Ibbot dying ' many years 
before bishop Gibson, the whole collection of archbishop Teni- 
aon's [tapers came under the disposition of that bishop, who 
directed bis two executors, the late Dr. Bettesworth, dean of the 
Arches, and his eldest son, George Gibson, Esq. to deposits 
them, with the addition of many others of his own collecting, in 
the manuscript library at Lambeth : and accordingly after his 
lordship's death, which happened on the 6th of Sept. lf<X8, all 
these manuscripts were delivered by his said executors to arch- 
bishop Herring, on the 21st of October of that year, and placed 
in the library on the 23d of February following. But as they 
lay undigested in bundles, aud in that condition were neither 
convenient for use, nor secure from damage, his grace the present 
archbishop directed them to be methodized and bound up in 
volumes with proper indexes, which was done by his learned 
librarian, Andrew Coltee Ducarel, LL.D. Fellow of the Royal 
and Antiquarian Societies, to whose knowledge, industry, and 
love of history and antiquities, the valuable library of manuscripts 
of the arch iepis opal see of Canterbury is highly indebted for 
the order, in which it is now arranged ; and by whose oblip 
and communicating temper it is rendered generally usi 
Bishop Gibson's collection, including what is the chief parte 
that of archbishop Tcnison, fills fourteen large volumes in fi 
The eighth of these consists merely of Lord Bacon's papers. 

Of them principally, the work, which I now offer the publ 
is formed; nor has any paper been admitted into it that ha 
been published before, except two of Lord Bacon's letters, which 
having been disguised and mutilated in all former impressions, 
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were thought proper to be reprinted here, together with two other 
letters of his lordship ; one on the remarkable case of Peacham, 
the other accompanying his present to king James I. of his 
Novvan Organum. These letters I was unwilling to omit, be- 
cause the collection, in which they have lately appeared, intMed 
by the very learned and ingenious editor, Sir David Dalrymple, 
Bart. Memorials and Letters relating to the History of Britain 
in the reign of James the First, published from the Originals, 
at Glasgow, 1762, in 8vo. is likely to be much less known in 
England, from the smallness of the number of printed copies, 
than it deserves. 

The general rule, which I have prescribed myself, of pub- 
lishing only what is new, restrained me from adding those letters 
written in the earlier part of Mr. Francis Bacotfs life, which I 
had before published from the originals, found among the papers 
of his brother Anthony, in the Memoirs of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, from the year 1581 to her death. 

The example of the greatest men, in preserving in their edi- 
tions of the classics the smallest remains of their writings, will 
be a full justification of my industry in collecting and inserting 
even the fragments of a writer equal to the most valuable of the 
ancients. Nor will the candid and intelligent object to the least 
considerable of the duke of Buckingham's letters, since they 
acquire an importance from the rank and character of the writer, 
as well as from their carrying on the series of his correspondence, 
acquainting us with new facts, or ascertaining old ones with ad- 
ditional evidence and circumstances, and shewing the extent of 
that authority and influence, which his situation, as a favourite, 
gave him in all parts of the government, even as high as the 
seat of justice itself. 



POSTSCRIPT, 

RELATING TO THIS SECOND EDITION. 

Since the former edition, there came into my hands, among 
the collections in print and manuscript, relating to Lord Bacon 
and his works, made by the late John Locker, Esq. two letters 
of Dr. Tenison, afterwards archbishop of Canterbury, which 
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will enable me to give the public full satisfaction, in what manner 
that learned divine became possessed of the Letters, etc. of the 
noble author published by me. 

One of these Letters, the original, written to Mr. Richard 
Chiswell, the Bookseller, for whom the Baconiana had been 
printed, is as follows : 

Decemb. 16, 168?. 

" SIR, 

" I have now looked over all the books and papers in the box. 
In the books there are copies of Essays, Maxims of law, &c. all 
printed already : but they contain some things fit to be printed ; 
and they and the letters will make a handsome folio, which I 
doubt not but will turn to account. For the Letters, there are 
divers of Sir Thomas Meautys, &c. worth nothing : but there 
are more than forty letters to the duke of Buckingham, and some 
of the duke of Buckingham to him. 

" There are eight or ten to king James. There are three or 
four to Gondomar, and Gondomar's answer* to one of them. 

"There are two or three letters to bishop Williams, and two 
from him. 

" There is lord Bacon's letter to Casaubon in Latin. 
There is one essay never printed. 
All which will be well accepted. 

After the holy days I will methodize all, and put all letters 
of the same date together (for as yet they are in confusion) and 
then we will take farther resolutions about them. I will get an 
afternoon (if God permit) to see the remaining papers in Bar- 
tholomew-Close. The Greek MS. will not prove much worth. 
The latter and greater part is only a piece of Tzetzes. 

" It is necessary that you procure for me Tobie Mathew's 
printed letters, for here are also ten of his to lord Bacon ; and I 
know not which they are yet printed. Also I shall want a copy 
of the Essays printed in 12mo, 1663, printed for Thomas 
Palmer, at the Crown in Westminster-Hall, with a preface by 
one Griffith. I have the book ; and the preface is mentioned 
in the title page, but is wanting. 

" I am your assured Friend, 






" T. TENISON. 



" If more sheets of Dr. Spencer's are done, pray send them." 

For Mr. Chiswell, at the Rose and Crown, 
in St. Paul's Church- Yard, Loudon. 
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The other letter of which I have a copy taken by the late 
Richard Rawlinson, LL.D. from bishop Tanner's manuscripts, 
in Christ-Church, Oxford, Vol. XXXV. p. 152, was addressed 
to archbishop Sancroft in these terms : 

" MAY IT PLEASE TOUR GRACE, 

" I have received your grace's letter touching my course of 
preaching in Lent, which I shall be ready, God assisting me, to 
do my duty at that time according to my poor talent. 

" I did forget on Tuesday to acquaint your grace, that I had, 
by a strange providence, lately found out in this town a great 
many original papers of the lord Bacon. When I have looked 
over them and sorted them, I will be bold to present your grace 
with a catalogue of them. They came to me from the executor 
of the executor of Sir Thomas Meautys, who was his lordship's 
executor. Amongst his lordship's papers are letters from king 
James, the queen of Bohemia, count Gondomar, and others. 
Amongst his lordship's own letters, there is one in Latin to 
Isaac Casaubon. 

" One just now come from my lord Chancellor's ' assured me 
he was not indeed dead, but just dying. 

"lam your Grace's most obliged Servant, 

" T. f UNISON.^ 
" Decemb. 18, 168?/' 

The reason of the rule, which I prescribed to myself in the 
former edition, of publishing only what was new, not subsisting 
in the present, which forms a part of a complete collection of the 
author's writings, I have inserted in it such letters from and to 
him, as I had published in 1754 in the Memoir* of the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. 

London, January 1, 1765. 

1 Heneage Finch, earl of Nottingham, who died on the day of the date tf 
this letter, aged 61 years. 



LETTERS, ETC. 



OF 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO MR. ROBERT CECIL \ 

SIR, 

I am very glad, that the good affection and friendship, 
which conversation and familiarity did knit between us, 
is not by absence and intermission of society discontinued ; 
which assureth me, it had a farther root than ordinary ac- 
quaintance. The signification whereof, as it is very wel- 
come to me, so it maketh me wish, that, if you have ac- 
complished yourself, as well in the points of virtue and 
experience, which you sought by your travel, as you have 
won the perfection of the Italian tongue, I might have 
the contentment to see you again in England, that we 
may renew the fruit of our mutual good will ; which, I 
may truly affirm, is, on my part, much increased towards 
you, both by your own demonstration of kind remem- 
brance, and because I discern the like affection in your 
honourable and nearest friends. 

Our news are all but in seed ; for our navy is set forth 
with happy winds, in token of happy adventures, so as We 
do but expect and pray, as the husbandman when his corn 
is in the ground. 

Thus commending me to your love, I commend you 
to God's preservation. 

1 From the original draught in the library of Queen's college, Oxford. 
Arch, D. 2. This letter seems to be of a very edrly date, and to have been 
written to Mr. Rob. Cecil, While he was upon his travels. 
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MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE EARL OF ESSEX 
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did almost conjecture by your silence and counte- 
nance a distaste in the course I imparted to your lordship 
touching mine own fortune ; the care whereof in your 
lordship as it is no news to me, so nevertheless the main 
effects and demonstrations past are so far from dulling in 
me the sense of any new, as contrariwise every new re- 
fresheth the memory of many past. And for the free and 
loving advice your lordship hath given me, I cannot cor- 
respond to the same with greater duty, than by assuring 
your lordship, that I will not dispose of myself without 
your allowance, not only because it is the best wisdom in 
any man in his own matters, to rest in the wisdom of a 
friend (for who can by often looking in the glass discern 
and judge so well of his own favour, as another, with whom 
he converseth ?) but also because my affection to your lord- 
ship hath made mine own contentment inseparable from 
your satisfaction. But, notwithstanding, I know it wul 
be pleasing to your good lordship, that I use my liberty 
of replying ; and I do almost assure myself, that your 
lordship will rest persuaded by the answer of those rea- 
sons, which your lordship vouchsafed to open. They 
were two, the one, that I should include * * * 

1593, April. 

The rest of the Letter is wanting- 

MR. FRANCIS BACON TO SIR JOHN PUCKERING, LORD 
KEEPER OF THE GREAT SEAL*. 

It is a great grief unto me, joined with marvel, that 
her majesty should retain an hard conceit of my speeches 
in parliament 3 . It might please her sacred majesty to 

1 Among tiie papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. HI. fol. 74, in the Lambed) 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 286. No. 199. fol. 232. 

■ On Wednesday the 7thofMareh, 159$, Upon the three subsidies demand- 
ed of tlie house of commons; to which lie assented, but not to the payment of 
them under six years, urging the necessities of the people, the danger of 
raiding public diminlvuiniont, nnd the setting of an evil precedent against 
themselves and their posterity. See Sir Simonds OT.wcs's Journals, p. 493. 
He sat in that parliament, which met November 19, 1592, and was dissolved 
10 April, 159.1, as one of the knights of the shire for Middlesex. 
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think what my end should be in those speeches, if it were 
not duty, and duty alone. I am not so simple, but I know 
the common beaten way to please. And whereas popu- 
larity hath been objected, I muse what care I should take 
to please many, that take a course of life to deal with few. 
On the other side, her majesty's grace and particular fa- 
vour towards me hath been such, as I esteem no worldly 
thing above the comfort to enjoy it, except it be the con- 
science to deserve it. But if the not seconding of some 
particular person's opinion shall be presumption, and to 
differ upon the manner shall be to impeach the end ; it 
shall teach my devotion not to exceed wishes, and those 
in silence. Yet notwithstanding, to speak vainly as in 
grief, it may be her majesty hath discouraged as good a 
heart, as ever looked toward her service, and as void of 
self-love. And so in more grief than I can well express, 
and much more than I can well dissemble, I leave your 
lordship, being as ever, 

Your Lordship's entirely devoted, &c. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO ALDERMAN JOHN SPENCER 1 . 

MR. ALDERMAN SPENCER 1 , 

Though I be ready to yield to any thing for my bro- 
ther's sake, so yet he will not, I know, expect, no nor per- 
mit me, that I should do myself wrong. For me, that 
touch no money, to have a statute hurrying upon my 
estate of that greatness, were a thing utterly unreason- 
able, and not to be moved, specially, since your assurance 
is as good without. There is much land bought and sold 
in England, and more intailed than fee-simple. But for 
a remainder man to join in seal, I think was never put in 
practice. For a time, till your assurance pass, so it pass 
with convenient speed, because of the uncertainty of life, 
I am content to enter into one ; looking nevertheless, for 
some present of gratification for my very joining in con- 
veyance, and much more having yielded to this. For any 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. III. fol. 186, in the Lam- 
beth library. 

1 Sir John Spencer, lord mayor of London in 1594. His vast fortune came 
to his only daughter, Elizabeth, married to William lord Comptou, created 
earl of Northampton; in August 1618. 
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warranty or charter, I had had neither law nor wit, if I 
should have meant it ; and the reforming of the covenant 
and the deed of feoffment, doth sufficiently witness my in- 
tention. Thus bid I heartily farewell. 

Your very loving Friend, 
Twickenham Park, 
this 86th of August, 1593. FR * BACON. 

i i * - . . 

THE EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON 1 . 
Mr. bacon, 

Your letter met me here yesterday. When I came, 
I found the queen so wayward, as I thought it no fit time 
to deal with her in any sort, especially since her choler 
grew towards myself, which I have well satisfied this day, 
and will take the first opportunity I can to move your 
suit. And if you come hither, I pray you let me know 
still where you are. And so being full of business, I 
must end, wishing you what you wish to yourself. 

Your assured Friend, 

ESSEX. 



LORD TREASURER BURGHLEY TO MR. FRANCIS BACON \ 

NEPHEW, 

I have no leisure to write much ; but for answer, I 
have attempted to place you : but her majesty hath re- 
quired the lord keeper 1 to give to her the names of divers 
lawyers to be preferred, wherewith he made me acquaint- 
ed, and I did name you as a meet man, whom his lord- 
ship allowed in way of friendship, for your father's sake : 
but he made scruple to equal you witn certain, whom he 
named, as Brograve* and JBranthwayt* whom he specially 
commendetih. But I will continue the remembrance of 
you to her majesty, and implore my lord of Essex's help. 

Your loving Uncle, 
37 Sept. 1533. N. BURGHLEY. 

1 1593 Sept. Among the Papers of Antony Bacon, E»q. vol. III. foL 197, 
in the Lainbeth Library. 

■ Among the Papers of Antony ftacort, Esq. vol. III. tol 197, in the Lam- 
bath library. 

* Puckering. 
. 4 John Brograve, attorney of the duchy of Lancaster, and afterwards 
knighted. He is mentioned by Mr. Francis Bacon, in his letter to the l&rd 
Treasurer, of 7th of June, 1595, from Gray's-Inn, as having discharged* his 
post o€ attorney of the duchy with great sufficiency. There is «xt»ttt of W§, 
in print, a reading upon the statute of 27 Henry YUL, oemxiHimf Joinhtrew. 
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SIR ROBERT CECIL TO MR. FRANCIS BACON \ 

COUSIN, 

Assure yourself, that the solicitor's* coming gave no 
cause of speech ; for it was concerning a book to be drawn, 
concerning the bargain of wines. If there had been, you 
should have known, or when there shall. To satisfy your 
request of making my lord know, how recommended your 
desires are to me, I have spoken with his lordship, who 
answereth, he hath done and will do his best. I think 
your absence longer than for my good aunt's comfort will 
do you no good : for, as I ever told you, it is not likely 
to find the queen apt to give an office, when the scruple 
is not removed of her forbearance to speak with you. 
This being not yet perfected may stop good, when the 
hour comes of conclusion, though it be but a trifle, and 
questionless would be straight dispatched, if it were luck- 
ily handled. But herein do I, out of my desire to satisfy 
you, use this my opinion, leaving you to your own better 
knowledge what hath been done for you, or in what terms 
that matter standeth. And thus, desirous to be recom- 
mended to my good aunt, to whom my wife heartily com- 
mends her, I leave you to the protection of Almighty God. 
From the court at Windsor, this 27th of September, 1593. 

Your loving Cousin and Friend, 

ROBERT CECIL. 

I have heard in these causes, € F&cies hominis est tan- 
quam leotiis.' 



^a*» 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE QUEEN 3 . 

MADAM, 

Remembering, that your majesty had been gracious 
to me both in countenancing me, and conferring upon me 
the reversion of a good place, and perceiving, that your 
majesty had taken some displeasure towards me, both 
these were arguments to move me to offer unto your ma* 
jesty my service, to the end to have means to deserve 
your favour, and to repair my error. Upon this ground 

- l Am)ng the Papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. XII.fi>!. 19?, verm>> in the 
Lambeth library. 

* Mr. Edward Coke. 

• 1593. Among the Papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. III. foh 515, in 
the Lambeth library. 
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I affected myself to no great matter, but only a place of 
my profession, such as I do sec divers younger in pro- 
ceeding to myself, and men of no great note, do without 
blame aspire unto. But if any of my friends do press 
this matter, I do assure your majesty my spirit is not 
with them. 

It sufficeth me, that I have let your majesty know, 
that I am ready to do that for the service, which I never 
would do for mine own gain. And if your majesty like 
others better, I shall with the Lacedaemonian, be glad, 
that there is such choice of abler men than myself. Your 
majesty's favour indeed, and access to your royal person, 
I did ever, encouraged by your own speeches, seek and 
desire ; and I would be very glad to be reintegrate in 
that. But I will not wrong mine own good mind so much, 
as to stand upon that now, when your majesty may con- 
ceive, I do it but to make my profit of it. But my mind 
turneth upon other wheels than those of profit. The con- 
clusion shall be, that I wish your majesty served answer- 
able to yourself. 'Principis est virtus maxima nosse 
suos.' Thus I most humbly crave pardon of my boldness 
and plainness. God preserve your majesty. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO ROBERT KEMP, OF GRAY'S- 
INN, ESQ 1 . 

There is no news you can write to me, which I take 
more pleasure to hear, than of your health, and of your 
loving remembrance of me ; the former whereof though 
you mention not in your letter, yet I straight presumed 
well of it, because your mention was so fresh to make 
such a nourish. And it was afterwards accordingly con- 
firmed by your man Roger, who made me a particular 
relation of the former negotiation between your ague and 
you. Of the latter, though you profess largely, yet I 
make more doubt, because your coming is turned into a 
sending ; which when I thought would have been repaired 
by some promise or intention of yourself, your man Roger 
entered into a very subtle distinction to this purpose, that 
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you could not come, except you heard I was attorney ; 
but I ascribe that to your man's invention, who had his 
reward in laughing ; for I hope you are not so stately, 
but that I shall be one to you stylo vetere or stylo novo. 
For my fortune (to speak court) it is very slow, if any 
thing can be slow to him that is secure of the event. In 
short, nothing is done in it ; but I propose to remain here 
at Twickenham till Michaelmas term, then to St. Alban's, 
and after the term to court. Advise you, whether you 
will play the honest man or no. In the mean time I 
think long to see you, and pray to be remembered to 
your father and mother. 

Yours in loving affection, 

From Twickenham-Park, FR ' * AC ON. 

this 4th of Nov, 1593. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE EARL OF ESSEX 1 . 

MY LORD, 

I thought it not amiss to inform your lordship of that 
which I gather partly by conjecture, and partly by adver- 
tisement of the late recovered man, that is so much at 
your devotion, of whom I have some cause to think, that 
he* worketh for the Huddler 1 underhand. And though 
it may seem strange, considering how much it importeth 
him to join straight with your lordship, in regard both of 
his enemies and of his ends ; yet I do the less rest secure 
upon the conceit, because he is a man likely to trust so 
much to his art and finesse (as he, that is an excellent 
wherryman, who, you know, looketh towards the bridge, 
when he pulleth towards Westminster) that he will hope 
to serve his turn, and yet to preserve your lordship's good 
opinion. This I write to the end, that if your lordship 
do see nothing to the contrary, you may assure him more 
or trust him less ; and chiefly, that your lordship be pleased 
to sound again, whether they have not, amongst them, 
drawn out the nail, which your lordship had driven in for 
the negative of the Hvddler ; which if they have, it will 
be necessary for your lordship to iterate more forcibly your 

1 1593. Nov. 10. Among the Papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. III. fol. 
285, in the Lambeth library. 
* Probably Lord Keeper Puckering. * Mr. Edward Coke. 
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former reasons, thereof there is such eopia, as I think 
you may use all the places of logic against his placing. 

Thus, with my humble thanks for your lordship's ho- 
nourable usage of Mr. Standen, I wish you all honour. 

Your Lordship's in most faithful duty, 

FR. BACON. 

I pray, Sir, let not my jargon privilege my letter from 
burning ; because it is not such, but the light sheweth 
through. 



THE EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON . 

1 have received your letter, and since I have had oppor- 
tunity to deal freely with the queen. I liave dealt con- 
fidently with her as a matter, wherein I did more labour 
to overcome her delays, than that I did fear her denial. I 
told her how much you were thrown down with the cor- 
rection she had already given you, that she might in that 
point hold herself already satisfied. And because I found, 
that Tantield' had been most propounded to her, I did 
most disable him. I find the queen very reserved, staying 
herself upon giving any kind of hope, yet not passionate 
against you, till I grew passionate for you. Then she said, 
that none thought you fit for the place but my lord Trea- 
surer and myself. Marry, the others must some of them 
say before us for fear or for flattery. I told her the most 
and wisest of her council had delivered their opinions, and 
preferred you before all men for tliat place. And if it 
would please her majesty to think, that whatsoever they 
said contrary to their own words when they spake with- 
out witness, might be as factiously spoken, as the other 
way flatteringly, she would not be deceived. Yet if they 
had been never for you, but contrarily against you, I 
thought my credit, joined with the approbation and me- 
diation of her greatest counsellors, might prevailin agreat- 
er matter than this ; and urged her, that though she could 
not signify her mind to others, I might have a secret pro- 
mise, wherein I should receive great comfort, as in the 

1 Among the; papers of Antony Baron, taq. to). IV. ful. 90, 
library. 

'Probably LaHrpnce Tanfield, matte lord Thief 
in June ISW. 
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contrary great unkindriess. She said she was neither per- 
suaded nor would hear of it till Easter, when she might 
advise with her council, who were now all absent ; and 
therefore in passion bid me go to bed, if I would talk of 
nothing else. Wherefore in passion I went away, saying,, 
while I was with her, I could not but solicit for the cause 
and the man I so much affected ; and therefore I would 
retire myself till I might be more graciously heard ; and 
so we parted. To-morrow I will go hence of purpose* 
and on Thursday I will write an expostulating letter to 
her. That night or upon Friday morning I will be here 
again, and follow on the same course, stirring a discon- 
tentment in her, etc. And so wish you all happiness, 
and rest 

Your most assured Friend, 

ESSEX. 
Indorsed, 

March 28, 1594. 



THE EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON \ 
•m, 

I have now spoken with the queen, and I see no stay 
from obtaining a full resolution of that we desire. But 
the passion she is in by reason of the tales, that have been 
told her against Nicholas Clifford, with whom she is in 
such rage, for a matter, which I think you have heard 
of, doth put her infinitely out of quiet ; and her passionate 
humour is nourished by some foolish women. Else I find 
nothing to distaste us, for she doth not contradict confi- 
dently ; which they, that know the minds of women, say 
is a sign of yielding. I will to-morrow take more time 
to deal with her, and will sweeten her with all the art I 
have to make benevolum auditor em. I have already spo- 
ken with Mr. Vice-chamberlain*; and will to-morrow speak 
wkh the rest. Of Mr. Vice-chamberlain you may assure 
yourself; for so much he hath faithfully promised me. 
The exceptions against the competitors I will use to-mor- 
row ; for then I do resolve to have a foil -and large dis- 
course, having prepared the queen to night to assign me 

" ' Among the papers of Antony Bacon, esq. toI. IV. fbl. 89>in the Lambeth, 
library. 
1 Sir Thomas Heneage. 
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a time under colour of some such business, as I have pre- 
tended. In the mean time I must tell you, that I do not 
respect either my absence, or my showing a discontent- 
ment in going away, for 1 was received at my return, and 
I think I shall not be the worse. And for that I am op- 
pressed with multitude of letters that are come, of which 
I must give the queen some account to-morrow morning, 
I therefore desire to be excused for writing no more to- 
night: to-morrow you shall hear from me again. I 
you what you wish yourself in this and all things else 
and rest 

Your affectionate Friend, 

ESSEX. 






MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE EARL OF ESSEX. 1 

I thank your lordship very much for your kind and 
comfortable letter, which I hope will be followed at band 
with another of more assurance. And I must confess tliis 
very delay bath gone so near me, as it hath almost over- 
thrown my health ; for when I revolved the good memory 
of my fattier, the near degree of alliance I stand in to my 
lord Treasurer, your lordship's so signalled and declared 
favour, the honourable testimony of so many counsellors, 
the commendations unlaboured, and in sort offered by my 
lordsthejudgesandthemastcroftherollselect 1 ; that I 
voiced with great expectation, and, though I say it myt 
with the wishes of most men, to the higher place'; tl 
I am a man, that the queen hath already done for:, 
that princes, especially her majesty, love to make an ei 
where they begin ; and then add hereunto the obscui 
ness and many exceptions to my competitors : when I 
I revolve all this, I cannot but conclude with myself, 
no man ever read a more exquisite disgrace ; and thereft 
truly, my lord, I was determined, if her majesty reject 
this to do. My nature can take no evil ply ; but " 
by God's assistance, with this disgrace of my fortune, and 
yet with that comfort of the good opinion of so many ho- 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, esq, vol. III. fol.62. Lambeth library, 
' Sir Thomas Egerton, ' That oratlorney p 
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nourable and worthy persons, retire myself with a cou- 
ple of men to Cambridge, and there spend my life in my 
studies and contemplations without looking back. I hum- 
bly pray your lordship to pardon me for troubling you 
with my .melancholy. For the matter itself, I commend 
it to your love ; only I pray you communicate afresh this 
day with my. lord Treasurer and Sir Robert Cecil ; and 
if you esteem my fortune, remember the point of prece- 
dency. The objections to my competitors your lordship 
knoweth partly. I pray spare them not, not over the 
queen, but to the great ones, to shew your confidence, 
and to work their distrust. Thus longing exceedingly to 
exchange troubling your lordship with serving you, I rest 

Your Lordship's, in most intire and faftfcful Service, 

FRANCIS BACON. 

I humbly pray your lordship I may hear from you some 
time this day. 

30th March, 1594. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO SIR ROBERT CECIL ! . 

MY MOST HONOURABLE GOOD COUSIN, 

Your honour in your wisdom doth well perceive, that 
my access at this time is grown desperate in regard of the 
hard terms, that as well the earl of Essex as Mr, Vice- 
chamberlain, who were to have been the means thereof, 
stand in with her majesty, according to their occasions. 
And therefore I am only to stay upon that point of de- 
laying and preserving the matter intire till a better con- 
stellation ; which, as it is not hard, as I conceive, consider- 
ing the French business and the instant progress, &c. so 
I commend in special to you the care, who in sort assured 
me thereof, and upon whom now, in my lord of Essex's 
absence, I have only to rely ; and, if it be needfiil, I hum- 
bly pray you to move my lord your father to lay his hand 
to the same delay. And so I wish you all increase of 
honour. 

Your Honour's poor Kinsman in faithful service and duty, 

FRANCIS BACON. 

From Gray's- Inn, this 1st of May, 1594. 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, esq. vol. IV. fol. 122, in the Lambeth 
library. 

VOL. VI. H 
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SIR ROBERT CECIl/S ANSWER 1 . 

COUSIN, 

I no think nothing cut the throat more of your present 
access than the earl's being somewhat troubled at this 
time. For the delaying I think it not hard, neither shall 
there want my best endeavour to make it easy, of which 
I hope you shall not need to doubt by the judgment, 
which I gather of divers circumstances confirming my 
opinion. I protest I suffer with you in mind, that you 
are thus gravelled ; but time will founder all your com- 
petitors, and set you on your feet, or else I have little 
understanding. 



EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON*. 

SIR, 

I wrote not to you till I had had a second conference 
with the queen, because the first was spent only in com- 
pliments: she in the beginning excepted all business: 
this day she hath seen me again. After I had followed 
her humour in talking of those things, which she would 
entertain me with, I told her, in my absence I had written 
to Sir Robert Cecil, to solicit her to call you to that 
place, to which all the world had named you ; and being 
now here, I must follow it myself; for I know what 
service I should do her in procuring you the place ; and 
she knew not how great a comfort I should take in it. 
Her answer in playing just was, that she came not to me 
for that, I should talk of those things when I came to 
her, not when she came to me ; the term was coming, and 
she would advise. I would have replied, but she stopped 
my mouth. To-morrow or the next day I will go to her, 
and then this excuse will be taken away. When I know 
more, you shall hear more ; and so I end full of pain in 
my head, which makes me write thus confusedly. 

Your most affectionate Friend. 

Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. IV. fol. 12$, iu the Lam- 
beth library.. 
■ Ibid. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME 1 . 



SIR, 

I went yesterday to the queen through the galleries in 
the morning, afternoon, and at night. I had long speech 
with her of you, wherein I urged both the point of your 
extraordinary sufficiency proved to me not only by your 
last argument, but by the opinion of all men I spake 
withal, and the point of mine own satisfaction, which, I 
protested, should be exceeding great, if, for all her un- 
kindness and discomforts past, she should do this one thing 
for my sake. To the first she answered, that the greatness 
of your friends, as of my lord Treasurer and myself, did 
make men give a more favourable testimony than else 
they would do, thinking thereby they pleased us. And 
that she did acknowledge you had a great wit, and an 
excellent gift of speech, and much other good learning. 
But in law she rather thought you could make show to 
the uttermost of your knowledge, than that you were 
deep. To the second she said, she shewed her mislike to 
the suit, as well as I had done my affection in it ; and 
-that if there were a yielding, it was fitter to be of my side. 
I then added, that this was an answer, with which she 
might deny me all things, if she did not grant them at the 
first, which was not her manner to do. But her majesty 
had made me suffer and give way in many things else ; 
which all I should bear, not only with patience, but with 
great contentment, if she would but grant my humble suit 
m this one. And for the pretence of the approbation given 
you upon partiality, that all the world, lawyers, judges, 
and aft, could not be partial to you ; for somewhat you 
were crossed for their own interest, and some for their 
friends ; but yet all did yield to your merit. She did in 
this as she useth in all, went from a denial to a delay, 
and said, when the council were all here, she would think 
of it ; and there was no haste in determining of the place. 
To which I answered, that my sad heart had need of 
hasty comfort ; and therefore her majesty must pardon 
me, if I were hasty and importunate in it. When they 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. IV. fol. 123, in the Lam- 
bftth Jtbcary. 
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come we shall see what will be done ; and I wish you all 
happiness, and rest 

Your most affectionate Friend, • 

ESSEX. 

Indorsed, 18th of May, 1594. 



FOULKE GREVILL, ESQ. TO MR. FRANCIS BACON \ 



MR. FRANCIS BACON, 



Saturday was my first coming to the court, from 
whence I departed again as soon as I had kissed her majesty's 
hands, because I had no lodging nearer than my uncle's, 
which is four miles off. This day I came thither to dinner, 
and waiting for to speak with the queen, took occasion 
to tell how I met you, as I passed through London ; and 
among other speeches, how you lamented your misfortune 
to me, that remained as a withered branch of her roots, 
which she had cherished and made to flourish in her ser- 
yice. I added what I thought of your worth, and the 
expectation for all this, that the world had of her princely 
goodness towards you : which it pleased her majesty to 
confess, that indeed you began to frame very well, inso- 
much as she saw an amends in those little supposed errors, 
avowing the respect she carried to the dead, with very 
exceeding gracious inclination towards you. Some com- 
parisons there fell out besides, which I leave till we meet, 
which I hope shall be this week. It pleased her withal to 
tell of the jewel you offered her by Mr. Vice-chamberlain, 
which she had refused, yet with exceeding praise. I 
marvel, that as a prince she should refuse those havings 
of her poor subjects, because it did include a small sen- 
tence of despair ; but either I deceive myself, or she was 
resolved to take it ; and the conclusion was very kind and 
gracious. Sure as I will 1001. to 501. that you shall be 
her solicitor, and my friend : in which mind and for which 
mind I commend you to God. From the court this 
Monday in haste, 

Your true Friend to be commanded by you, 

FOULKE GREVILL. 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. IV. folia 13?, in the Lam- 
beth librarv. 
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We cannot tell whether she come to — — — or stay 
here, I am much absent for want of lodging; wherein my 
own man hath only been to blame. 

Indorsed, 17th June, 1594. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE QUEEN \ 

MOST GRACIOUS AND ADMIRABLE SOVEhEIGN, 

As I do acknowledge a providence of God towards me, 
that findeth it expedient for me tolerare jugum injuven- 
tute meet ; so this present arrest of mine by his divine 
Majesty from your majesty's service is not the least afflic- 
tion, that I have proved ; and I hope your majesty doth 
conceive, that nothing under mere impossibility could 
have detained me from earning so gracious a vail, as it 
pleased your majesty to give me. But your majesty's 
service by the grace of God shall take no lack thereby ; 
and thanks to God, it hath lighted upon him, that may 
be best spared. Only the discomfort is mine, who never- 
theless have the private comfort, that in the time I have 
been made acquainted with this service, it hath been my 
hap to stumble upon somewhat unseen, which may import 
the same, as I made my lord keeper acquainted before 
my going. So leaving it to God to make a good end of 
a hard beginning, and most humbly craving your majesty's 
pardon for presuming to trouble you, I recommend your 
sacred majesty to God's tenderest preservation. 

Your Sacred Majesty's in most hnmble obedience and devotion, 

FR. BACON. 
From Huntingdon, this 20th of July, 1594. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO HIS BROTHER ANTONY*. 

MY GOOD BROTHER, 

One day draweth on another ; and I am well pleased in 
my being here ; for methinks solitariness collecteth the 
Jnind, as shutting the eyes doth the sight. I pray you 
therefore advertise me what you find, by my lord of Essex, 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vol. IV. fol. 141 and 156, in 
the Lambeth library. 
■ Ibid. fol. 197. 
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(who, I am sure, hath been with you,) was done last 
Sunday; and what lie eonceiveth of the matter. 1 hold 
in one secret, and therefore you may trust your servant. 
I would he glad to receive my parsonage rent as soon as 
it cometh. So leave I you to God's good preservation. 

Your ever loving Brother, 

FR. BACON. 
From Twickenuam-park, this Tuesday morning, 1594. 
Indorsed, 16 Oct. 1394. 






EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON *. 

I will be to-morrow night at London. I purpose to 
hear your argument the next day. I pray you send me 
word by this bearer of the hour, and place, where it is. 
Of your own cause I shall give better account when I see 
you, than I can do now; for that which will be done, will 
be this afternoon, or to-morrow. 

I am fast unto you, as you can be to yourself, 

ESSEX. 

Indorsed, 23 Oct. 1594. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO HIS BROTHER ANTONY*. 

GOOD BROTHER, 

Since I saw you this hath passed. Tuesday, though 
sent for, I saw not the queen. Her majesty alledged she was 
then to resolve with the council upon her places of law. 
But this resolution was ut supra ; and note, the rest of 
the counsellors were persuaded she came rather forwards 
than otherwise ; for against me she is never peremptory 
but to my lord of Essex, I missed a line of my lord 
keeper's ; but thus much I hear otherwise. The queen 
seemeth to apprehend my travel. Whereupon I was sent 
for by Sir Robert Cecil in sort as from her majesty; 
himself having of purpose immediately gone to London 
to speak with me ; and not finding me there, he wrote 
to me. Whereupon I came to the court, and upon his 
relation to me of her majesty's speeches, I desired leave 

1 Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. \o\. IV. (ill. 195, in the L 
beth library. 
' Ibid. fol. S3. 
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to answer it in writing ; not, I said, that I mistrusted 
his report, but mine own wit ; the copy of which answer 
I send. We parted in kindness secundum exterius. This 
copy you must needs return ; for I have no other ; and 
I wrote this by memory after the original was sent away. 
The queen's speech is after this sort. Why ? I have 
made no solicitor. Hath any body carried a solicitor 
with him in his pocket ? But he must have it in his own 
time (as if it were but yesterday's nomination) or else I 
must be thought to cast him away. Then her majesty 
sweareth thus ; " If I continue this manner, she will seek 
all England for a solicitor rather than take me. Yea, 
she will send for Heuston and Coventry 1 to-morrow 
next," as if she would swear them both. Again she 
entereth into it, that " she never deals so with any as 
with me (in hoc erratum nan est) she hath pulled me 
over the bar (note the words, for they cannot be her 
own) she hath used me in her greatest causes. But this 
is Essex ; and she is more angry with him than with me." 
And such like speeches so strange, as I should lose my- 
self in it, but that I have cast off the care of it. My 
conceit is, that I am the least part of mine own matter. 
But her majesty would have a delay, and yet would not 
bear it herself. Therefore she giveth no way to me, and 
she perceiveth her council giveth no way to others ; and 
so it sticketh as she would have it. But what the secret 
of it is, ocukis aquifoe non penetravit. My lord * con- 
tinueth on kindly and wisely a course worthy to obtain 
a better effect than a delay, which to me is the most un- 
welcome condition. 

Now to return to you the part of a brother, and to 
render you the like kindness, advise you, whether it were 
not a good time to set in strongly with the queen to draw 
her to honour your travels. For in the course I am like 
to take, it will be a great and necessary stay to me, be- 
sides the natural comfort I shall receive. And if you will 
have me deal with my lord of Essex, or otherwise break 
it by mean to the queen, as that, which shall give me full 

1 Thomas Coventry, afterwards one of the jnstices of the common plea?, 
aod father of the lord keeper Coventry. 
9 Essex. 
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contentment, I will do it as effectually, and with as much 
good discretion, as lean. Wherein if you aid me with your 
direction, I shall observe it. This as I did ever account 
it sure and certain to be accomplished, in case myself had 
been placed, and therefore deferred it till then, as to the 
proper opportunity ; so now that I see such delay in mine 
own placing, I wish ex animo it should not expect. 

I pray you let me know what mine uncle Killigrew 
will do ' ; for I must be more careful of my credit than 
ever, since I receive so little thence where I deserved best. 
And, to be plain with you, I mean even to make the best 
of those small things I have with as much expedition, as 
may be without loss ; and so sing a mass of requiem, I 
hope, abroad. For I know her majesty's nature, that she 
neither careth though the whole surname of Bacons tra- 
velled, nor of the Cecils neither. 

I have here an idle pen or two, specially one, that was 
cozened, thinking to have got some money this term. I 
pray send me somewhat else for them to write out besides 
your Irish collection, which is almost done. There is a 
collection of king James, of foreign states, largeliest of 
Flanders ; which, though it be no great matter, yet I 
would be glad to have it. Thus I commend you to God's 
good protection. 



LETTER OF MR. FRANCIS BACON TO SIR ROBERT CECIL 1 , 
A COPY OF WHICH WAS SENT WITH THE PRECEDING 
TO MR. ANTONY BACON. 

Your Honour may remember, that upon relation of her 
majesty's speech concerning my travel, I asked leave to 
make answer in writing ; not but I knew then what was 
true, but because I was careful to express it without doing 

1 Mr. Antony B: 
January, 159J, lo 
Vol. IV. fol. 4. 

* Among the papers of Antony Bacon, Esq. vul. IV. 
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myself wrong. And it is true, I had then opinion to have 
written to her majesty : but since weighing with myself, 
that her majesty gave no ear to the motion made by your- 
self, that I might answer by mine own attendance, I began 
to doubt the second degree, whether it might not be taken 
for presumption in me to write to her majesty ; and so 
resolved, that it was best for me to follow her majesty's 
own way in committing it to your report. 

It may please your honour to deliver to her majesty, 
first, that it is an exceeding grief to me, that any not 
motion (for it was not a motion) but mention, that should 
come from me, should offend her majesty, whom for these 
one and twenty years (for so long it is, that I kissed her 
majesty's hands upon my journey into France) I have 
used the best of my wits to please. 

Next, mine answer standing upon two points, the 
one, that this mention of travel to my lord of Essex 
was no present motion, suit, or request; but casting 
the worst of my fortune with an honourable friend, that 
had long used me privately, I told his lordship of this 
purpose of mine to travel, accompanying it with these 
very words, that upon her majesty's rejecting me with 
such circumstance, though my heart might be, good, yet 
mine eyes would be sore, that I should take no pleasure 
to look upon my friends ; for that I was not an impu- 
dent man, that could face out a disgrace; and that I 
hoped her majesty would not be offended, that, not able 
to endure the sun, I fled into the shade. The other, that 
it was more than this ; for I did expressly and particu- 
larly (for so much wit God then lent me) by way of 
caveat restrain my lord's good affection, that he should 
in no wise utter or mention this matter till her majesty 
had made a solicitor : wherewith (now since my looking 
upon your letter) I did in a dutiful manner challenge my 
lord, who very honourably acknowledged it, seeing he 
did it for the best : and therefore I leave his lordship to 
answer for himself. All this my lord or Essex can 
testify to be true ; and I report me to yourself, whether 
at the first, when I desired deliberation to answer, yet 
nevertheless said, I would to you privately declare what 
had passed, I said not in effect so much. The conclusion 
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shall be, that wheresoever God and her majesty shall ap- 
point me to live, I shall truly pray for her majesty's pre- 
servation and felicity. And so I humbly commend me 
to you. 

Your poor Kinsman to do yon service, 
Indorsed, January, 1594. FR. BACON. 



The Speeches \ drawn up by Mr. Francis Bacon for the 
Earl of Essex in a device * exhibited by his lordship 
before Queen Elizabeth, on the anniversary of her ac- 
cession to the throne, November 17, 1595. 

THE SQUIRE'S SPEECH. 

Most excellent and most glorious queen, give me 
leave, I beseech your majesty, to offer my master's com- 

1 Bishop Gibson's papers, vol. V. No. 118. 

' An account of this device, which was much applauded, Is given by Mr, 
Rowland Whyte to Sir Robert Sydney, in a letter dated at London, Satur- 
day the 22d of November, 1595, and printed in the Letters and Memorial* if 
State of the Sydney family, vol. I. p. 362. According to this letter, the earl 
of Essex, some considerable time before he came himself into the tilt-yard, 
sent his page with some speech to the queen, who returned with her 
-majesty's glove ; and when his lordship came himself, he was met by an old 
hermit, a secretary of state, a brave soldier, and an esquire. The first pre- 
sented him with a book of meditations ; the second with political discourses ; 
the third with orations of bravely fought battles ; the fourth was his own 
follower to whom the other three imparted much of their purpose before the 
earl came in. " Another", adds Mr. Whyte, " devised with him, persuading 
him to this and that course of life, according to their inclinations. Comes 
into the tilt-yard, unthought upon, the ordinary post-boy of London, a 
ragged villain, all bemired, upon a poor lean jade galloping and blowing for 
life, and delivered the secretary a packet of letters, which he presently 
offered my lord of Essex. And with this dumb shew our eyes were fed for 
that time. In the after-supper, before the queen ; they first delivered a 
well-penned speech to move this worthy knight to leave his following of 
love, and to betake him to heavenly meditation ; the secretary's all tending 
to have him follow matters of state ; the soldier's persuading him to the 
war : but the squire answered them all, and concluded with an excellent, 
but too plain, English, that this knight would never forsake his mistress's 
love, whose virtue made all his thoughts divine ; whose wisdom taught him 
all true policy ; whose beauty and worth were at all times able to make him 
fit to command armies. He shewed all the defects and imperfections of all 
their times ; and therefore thought his course of life to be best in serving 
his mistress." Mr. Whyte then mentions, that the part of the old herwrit 
•was performed by him, who at Cambridge played that of Giraldi; that 
Morley acted the secretary, and that the soldier was represented by him, 
who acted the pedant, and. that Mr. Tobie Matthew, was the squire* " The 
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plaint and petition ; complaint, that coming hither to 
your majesty's most happy day, he is tormented with 
the importunity of a melancholy dreaming hermit, a mu- 
tinous brain-sick soldier, and a busy tedious secretary. 
His petition is, that he may be as free as the rest ; and, 
at least, whilst he is here, troubled with nothing but 
with care how to please and honour you. 



THE HERMIT'S SPEECH IN THE PRESENCE. 

Though our ends be diverse, and therefore may be 
one more just than another ; yet the complaint of this 
Squire is general, and therefore alike unjust against us 
all. Albeit he is angry, that we offer ourselves to his 
master uncalled, and forgets we come not of ourselves, 
but as the messengers of self-love, from whom all that 
comes should be well taken. He saith, when we come, 
we are importunate. If he mean, that we err in form, 
we have that of his master, who being a lover, useth no 
other form of soliciting. If he will charge us to err in 
matter, I for my part will presently prove, that I per- 
suade him to nothing but for his own good. For I wish 
him to leave turning over the book of fortune, which is 
but a play for children ; when there be so many books of 
truth and knowledge, better worthy the revolving ; and 
not fix his view only upon a picture in a little table, when 
there be so many tables of histories, yea to life, excellent 
to behold and admire. Whether he believe me or no, 
there is no prison to the prison of the thoughts, which are 
free under the greatest tyrants. Shall any man make 
his conceit, as an anchorite, mured up with the compass 
of one beauty or person, that may have the liberty of all 
contemplation ? Shall he exchange the sweet travelling 
through the universal variety, for one wearisome and 
endless round or labyrinth ? Let thy master, Squire, 
offer his service to the muses. It is long since they re- 

worid",. says Mr. Whyte, "makes many untrue constructions of these 
. speeches, comparing the hermit and the secretary to two of the lords ; and 
the soldier to Sir Roger Williams. But the queen said, that if she had 
thought there had been so mnch said of her, she would not have been there 
that night;, and so went to bed." 
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ceived any into their court. They give alms continually 
at their gate, that many come to live upon ; but few they 
have ever admitted into their palace. There shall he find 
secrets not dangerous to know; sides and parties not 
factious to hold ; precepts and commandments not penal 
to disobey. The gardens of love, wherein he nowplaceth 
himself, are fresh to-day, and fading to-moirow, as the 
sun comforts them, or is turned from them. But the 
gardens of the muses keep the privilege of the golden 
age; they ever flourish, and are in league with time. 
The monuments of wit survive the monuments of power. 
The verses of a poet endure without a syllable lost, while 
states and empires pass many periods. Let him not 
think he shall descend ; for he is now upon a hill, as a 
ship is mounted upon the ridge of a wave : but that hill 
of the muses is above tempests, always clear and calm ; 
a hill of the goodliest discovery, that man can have, being 
a prospect upon all the errors and wanderings of the pre- 
sent and former times. Yea, in some cliff it leadeth the 
eye beyond the horizon of time, and giveth no obscure 
divinations of times to come. So that if he will indeed 
lead vitam vitalem, a life that unites safety and dignity, 
pleasure and merit ; if he will win admiration without 
envy ; if he will be in the feast, and not in the throng ; 
in the light, and not in the heat ; let him embrace the 
life of study and contemplation. And if he will accept 
of no other reason, yet because the gift of the muses will 
enworthy him in love, and where he now looks on his 
mistress's outSide with the eyes of sense, which are dazzled 
and amazed, he shall then behold her high perfections 
and heavenly mind with the eyes of judgment, which 
grow stronger by more nearly and more directly viewing 
such an object. 



THE SOLDIER'S SPEECH. 



Squire, the good old man hath said well to you ; but 
I dare say, thou wouldst be sorry to leave to carry thy 
master's shield, and to carry his books : and I am sure 
thy master had rather be a falcon, a bird of prey, than a 
singing-bird in a cage. The muses are to serve martial 
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men, to sing their famous actions ; and not to be served 
by them. Then hearken to me. 

It is the war that giveth all spirits of valour, not only 
honour, but contentment. For mark, whether ever you 
did see a man grown to any honourable commandment 
in the wars, but whensoever he gave it over, he was 
ready to die with melancholy 1 Such a sweet felicity is 
in that noble exercise, that he, that hath tasted it 
thoroughly, is distasted for all other. And no marvel ; 
for if the hunter takes such solace in his chace ; if the 
matches and wagers of sport pass away with such satis- 
faction and delight ; if the looker on be affected with 
pleasure in the representation of a feigned tragedy ; think 
what contentment a man receiveth, when they, that are 
equal to him in nature, from the height of insolency and 
fury are brought to the condition of a chased prey ; when 
a victory is obtained, whereof the victories of games are 
but counterfeits and shadows ; and, when in a lively tra- 
gedy, a man's enemies are sacrificed before his eyes to 
his fortune. 

Then for the dignity of military profession, is it not 
the truest and perfectest practice of all virtues i of wis- 
dom, in disposing those things, which are most subject 
to confusion and accident : of justice, in continual dis- 
tributing rewards : of temperance, in exercising of the 
straitcst discipline : of fortitude, in toleration of all la- 
bours, and abstinence from effeminate delights : of con- 
stancy, in bearing and digesting the greatest variety of 
fortune. So that when all other places and professions 
require but their several virtues, a brave leader in the 
wars must be accomplished with all. It is the wars that 
are the tribunal seat, where the liighest rights and pos- 
sessions are decided ; the occupation of kings, the root of 
nobility, the protection of all estates. And lastly, lovers 
never thought their profession sufficiently graced, till 
they have compared it to a warfare. All, that in any 
other profession can be wished for, is but to live happily : 
but to be a brave commander in the field, death itself 
doth crown the head with glory. Therefore, Squire, let 
thy master go with me ; and though he be resolved in 
the pursuit of his love, let him aspire to it by the noblest 
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means. For ladies count it no honour -to subdue them 
with their fairest eyes, which wiJl be daunted with the 
fierce encounter of an enemy. And they will quickly 
discern a champion fit to wear their glove, from a page 
not worthy to carry their pantofle. Therefore, I say 
again, let him seek his fortune in the field, where he may 
either lose his love, or find new argument to advance it. 



THE STATESMAN S SPEECH. 



Squire, my advice to thy master shall be as a token 
wrapped up in words ; but then will it shew itself fair, 
when it is unfolded in his actions. To wish him to change 
from one humour to another, were but as if, for the cure 
of a man in pain, one should advise him to lay upon the 
other side, but not enable him to stand on his feet. If 
from a sanguine delightful humour of love, he turn to a 
melancholy retired humour of contemplation, or a turbu- 
lent boiling humour of the wars ; what doth he but change 
tyrants? Contemplation is a dream; love, a trance ; and 
the humour of war is raving. These be shifts of humour, 
but no reclaiming to reason. I debar him not studies nor 
books, to give him stay and variety of conceit, refresh his 
mind, to cover sloth and indisposition, and to draw to him, 
from those that are studious, respect and commendation. 
But let him beware, lest they possess not too much of his 
time; that they abstract not his judgment from present 
experience, nor make him presume upon knowing much, 
to apply the less. For the wars, 1 deny lum no enter- 
prise, that shall be worthy in greatness, likely in success, 
or necessary in duty; not mixed with any circumstance 
of jealously, but duly laid upon him. But I would not 
have him take the alarm from his own humour, but from 
the occasion ; and I would again he should know an em- 
ployment from a discourting. And for his love, let it not 
disarm his heart within, as to make him too credulous to 
favours, nor too tender to unkindnesses, nor too apt to de- 
pend upon the heart he knows not. Nay in his demon- 
stration of love, let him not go too far ; for these seely 
lovers, when they profess such infinite affection and ob- 
ligation, they tax themselves at so high a rate, that they 
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are ever under arrest. It makes their service seem n(h 
thing, and every cavil or imputation very great. But what, 
Squire, is thy master's end ? If to make the prince happy 
he serves, let the instructions to employ men, the rela- 
tions of ambassadors, the treaties between princes, and 
actions of the present time, be the books he reads : let the 
orations of wise princes, or experimented counsellors, in 
council or parliament, and the final sentences of grave and 
learned judges in weighty and doubtful causes, be the lec- 
turers he frequents. Let the holding of affection with 
confederates without charge, the frustrating of the attempts 
of enemies without battles, the entitling of the crown to 
new possessions without shew of wrong, the filling of the 
prince's coffers without violence, the keeping of men in 
appetite without impatience, be the inventions he seeks 
out. Let policy and matters of state be the chief, and al- 
most the only thing he intends. But if he will believe 
Philautia, and seek most his own happiness, he must not 
of them embrace all kinds, but make choice, and avoid all 
matter of peril, displeasure, and charge, and turn them 
over to some novices, that know not manacles from brace- 
lets, nor burdens from robes. For himself, let him set for 
matters of commodity and strength, though they be joined 
with envy. Let him not trouble himself too laboriously 
to sound into any matter deeply, or to execute any thing 
exactly ; but let himself make himself cunning rather in 
the humours and drifts of persons, than in the nature of 
business and affairs. Of that it sufficeth to know only so 
much, as may make him able to make use of other men's 
wits, and to make again a smooth and pleasing report. 
Let him entertain the proposition of others, and ever rather 
let him have an eye to the circumstances, than to the matter 
itself; for then shall he ever seem to add somewhat of his 
own : and besides, when a man doth not forget so much 
as a circumstance, men do think his wit doth superabound 
for the substance. In his counsels let him not be confi- 
dent ; for that will rather make him obnoxious to the suc- 
cess ; but let him follow the wisdom of oracles, which ut- 
tered that which might ever be applied to the event. And 
ever rather let him take the side which is likeliest to be 
followed, than that which is soundest and best, that every 
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tiling may seem to be carried by his direction. To con- 
clude, let him be true to himself, and avoid all tedious 
reaches of state, that are not merely pertinent to his par- 
ticular. And if he will needs pursue his affection, and go 
on his course, what can so much advance him in his own 
way ? The merit of war is too outwardly glorious to be 
inwardly grateful : and it is the exile of his eyes, which 
looking with such affection upon the picture, cannot but 
with infinite contentment behold the life. But when his 
mistress shall perceive, that his endeavours are become a 
true support of her, a discharge of her care, a watchman 
of her person, a scholar of her wisdom, an instrument of 
her operation, and a conduit of her virtue ; this, with hi* 
diligences, accesses, humility, and patience, may move her 
to give him further degrees and approaches to her favour. 
So that I conclude, I have traced him the way to that, 
which hath been granted to some few, amare et sapere. 
to love and be wise. 



THE REPLY OF THE SQUIRE. 

Wandering Hermit, storming Soldier, and hollow 
Statesman, the inchanting orators of Philmitla, which 
have attempted by your high charms to turn resolved 
Erophihts into a statue deprived of action, or into a vul- 
ture attending about dead bodies, or into a monster with 
a double heart ; with infinite assurance, but with just in- 
dignation and forced patience, I have suffered you to hring 
in play your whole forces. For I would not vouchsafe 
to combat you one by one, as if I trusted to the goodness 
of my breath, and not the goodness of my strength, which 
little needeth the advantage of your severing, and much 
less of your disagreeing. Therefore, first, I woidd know 
of you all what assurance you have of the fruit whereto 
you aspire. 

You, Father, that pretend to truth and knowledge, how 
are you assured that you adore not vain chimseras, and 
imaginations 1 that in your high prospect, when you think 
men wander up and down ; that they stand not indeed still 
in their place ? and it is some smoke or cloud between yon 
and them, which moveth, or else the dazzling of your own 
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eyes ? Hare not many, which take themselves to be in- 
ward counsellors with nature, proved but idle believers, 
which told us tales, which were no such matter ? And, 
Soldier, what security have you for these victories and gar- 
lands which you promise to yourself? Know you not of 
many which have made provision of laurel for the victory, 
and have been fain to exchange it with cypress for the 
funeral ? of many which have bespoken fame to sound their 
triumphs, and have been glad to pray her to say nothing 
of them, and not to discover them in their flights ? 

Corrupt Statesman, you that think by your engines and 
motions to govern the wheel of fortune, do you not mark, 
that clocks cannot be long in temper ? that jugglers are no 
longer in request, when their tricks and slights are once 
perceived ? Nay, do you not see, that never any man made 
his own cunning and practice, without religion and moral 
honesty, his foundation, but he overbuilt himself, and in the 
end made his house a windfall ? But give ear now to the 
comparison of my master's condition, and acknowledge 
such a difference, as is betwixt the melting hail-stone and 
the solid pearl. Indeed it seemeth to depend, as the globe 
of the earth seemeth to hang, in the air ; but yet it is firm 
and stable in itself. It is like a cube, or a die-form, which 
toss it or throw it any way, it ever lighteth upon a square. 
Is he denied the hopes of favours to come ? He can re- 
sort to the remembrance of contentments past. Destiny 
cannot repeal that which is past. Doth he find the ac- 
knowledgement of his affection small ? He may find the 
merit of his affection the greater. Fortune cannot have 
power over that which is within. Nay, his falls are like 
the falls of Antaeus ; they renew his strength. His clouds 
are like the clouds of harvest, which make the sun break 
forth with greater force. His wanes are changes like the 
the moon's, whose globe is all light towards the sun, when 
it is all dark towards the world ; such is the excellency 
of her nature, and of his estate. Attend, you beadsman of 
the muses, you take your pleasure in a wilderness of va- 
riety ; but it is but of shadows. You are as a man rich in 
pictures, medals, and crystals. Your mind is of the wa- 
ter, which taketh all forms and impressions, but is weak 
of substance. Will you compare shadows with bodies, pic- 

VOL. VI. I 
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ture with life, variety of many beauties with the peerl 
excellency of one ? the element of water with the element 
of fire ? and such is the comparison between knowledge 
and love. 

Come out, man of war ; you must be ever in noise. You 
will give laws, and advance force, and trouble nations, and 
remove land-marks of kingdoms, and hunt men, and pen 
tragedies in blood : and that, which is worst of all, make 
all the virtues accessary to bloodshed. Hath the practice 
of force so deprived you of the use of reason, as that you 
will compare the interruption of society with the perfec- 
tion of society ? the conquest of bodies with the conquest 
of spirits? the terrestrial fire, wliich destroyeth and dis- 
solveth, with the celestial fire, which quickeneth and giveth 
life ? And such is the comparison between the soldier and 
the lover. 

And as for you, untrue Politique, but truest bondman to 
Philautia, you that presume to bind occasion, and to 
overwork fortune, I would ask you but one question. 
Did ever any lady, hard to please, or disposed to exercise 
her lover, injoin him so good tasks and commandments, 
as Philautia exacteth of you 1 While your life is nothing 
but a continual acting upon a stage ; and that your mind 
must serve your humour, and yet your outward person 
must serve your end ; so as you carry in one person two 
several servitudes to contrary masters. But I will leave 
you to the scorn of that mistress, whom you undertake 
to govern ; that is, to fortune, to whom PMlaatia hath 
bound you. And yet, you commissioner of Philautia, I 
will proceed one degree farther : if I allowed both of your 
assurance, and of your values, as you have set them, may 
not my master enjoy his own felicity ; and have all yours 
for advantage 1 I do not mean, that he should divide Mm- 
self in both pursuits, as in your feigning tales towards the 
conclusion you did yield him ; but because all these are 
in the hands of his mistress more fully to bestow, than 
they can be attained by your addresses, knowledge, fame, 
fortune. For the Muses, they are tributary to her ma- 
jesty for the great liberties they have enjoyed in herlri*^- 
dom, during her most flourishing reign ; in thankfulness 
whereof they have adorned and accomplished her majesty 
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with the gifts of all the sisters. What library can pre- 
sent such a story of great actions, as her majesty earrieth 
in her royal breast by the often return of this happy day ? 
What worthy author or favourite of the muses, is not fa- 
miliar with her ? Or what language, wherein the muses 
have used to speak is unknown to her ? Therefore, the 
hearing of her, the observing of her, the receiving in- 
structions from her, may be to Erophilus a lecture ex- 
ceeding all dead monuments of the muses. For Fame, 
can all the exploits of the war win him such a title, as to 
have the name of favoured and selected servant of such 
a queen ? For Fortune 9 can any insolent politique pro- 
mise to himself such a fortune, by making his own way, 
as the excellency of her nature cannot deny to a careful, 
obsequious, and dutiful servant ? And if he could, were 
it equal honour to obtain it by a shop of cunning, as by 
the gift of such a hand ? 

Therefore Erophilus' & resolution is fixed : he renounc- 
ed PMlautia, and all her inchantments. For her re- 
creation, he will confer with his muse : for her defence 
and honour, he will sacrifice his life in the wars, hoping 
to be embalmed in the sweet odours of her remembrance. 
To her service will he consecrate all his watchful endea- 
vours, and will ever bear in his heart the picture of her 
beauty ; in his actions, of her will ; and in his fortune, of 
her grace and favour. 



TO SIR THOMAS EGERTON, LORD KEEPER OF THE 

GREAT SEAL 1 . 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURABLE GOOD LORDSHIP, 

Op your lordship's honourable disposition, both gene- 
rally and to me, I have that belief, as what I think, I am 
not afraid to speak : and what I would speak, I am not 
pfraid to write. And therefore I have thought to com- 
mit to letter some matter, whereunto [[which]] I have been 
[^conceived]] led [[into the same]] by two motives : the 

• " FW>m the original draught in the library of Queen's College, Oxford, 
Ateh. D. 2. the copy of which was communicated to me by Thomas Tyr- 
whytt, Esq. clerk of the honourable House of Commons. Sir William Dug- 
dale in his Baronage of England, vol II. p. 438, has given two short passages 
of this letter transcribed by him from the unpublished original. 

12 
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one, the consideration of my own estate ; the other, the 
appetite, which T have to give your lordship some evi- 
dence of the thoughtful and voluntary desire, which is in 
me, to merit well of your most honourable lordship : which 
desire in me hath been bred chiefly by the consent I have 
to your great virtue come in good time to do this state 
pleasure ; and next by your loving courses held towards 
me, especially in your nomination and inablement of me 
long since to the solicitor's place, as your lordship best 
knows. Which your two honourable friendships I es- 
teem so much [m so great sort] as your countenance and 
favour in my practice, which are somewhat to my pover- 
ty ; yet I count them not the best ^greatest] part of the 
obligation, wherein I stand bound to you. 

And now, my lord, I pray you right humbly, that you 
will vouchsafe your honourable licence and patience, that 
I may express to you, what hi a doubtful liberty I have 
thought fit, partly by way of praying your help, and partly 
by way of offering my good will ; partly again by way of 
pre-occupating your conceit, lest you may in some things 
mistake. 

My estate, to confess a truth to your lordship, is weak 
and indebted, and needeth comfort ; for both my father, 
though I think I had greatest part in his love to all his 
children, yet in his wisdom served me in as a last comer; 
and myself, in mine own industry, have rather referred 
and aspired to virtue than to gain : whereof I am not yet 
wise enough to repent me. But the while, whereas So- 
lomon speaketh that want cometh first like a wayfaring 
man, and after like an armed man, I must acknowledge 
to your lordship myself to QxT\ in prima gradu ; for it 
stealeth upon me. But for the second, that it should not 
be able to be resisted, I hope in God I am not in that 
case ; for the preventing whereof, as I do depend upon 
God's providence all in all, so in the same his providence 
I see opened unto me three not unlikely expectations of 
help : the one, my practice ; the other some proceeding 
in the queen's service ; the third rjthe] place I have in re- 
version ; which, as it standeth now unto me, is but like 
another man's ground reaching upon my house, which 
may mend my prospect, but it doth not fill my barn. 
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For my practice, it presupposeth my health, which, it 
I should judge of as a man that judgeth of a fair morrow 
by a fair evening, I might have reason to value well. But 
myself having this error of mind, that I am apter to con- 
clude in every thing of change from the present tense than 
of a continuance, do make no such appointment. Besides 
I am not so far deceived in myself, but that I know very 
well, and I think your lordship is major corde, and in 
your wisdom you note it more deeply than I can in my- 
self, that in practising the law, I play not all my best game, 
which maketh me accept it with a nisi quodpotius, as the 
best of my fortune, and a thing agreeable to better gifts 
than mine, but not to mine. 

For my placing, your lordship best knows, that when 
I was much dejected with her majesty's strange dealing 
towards me, it pleased you of your singular favour so 
far to comfort and encourage me, as to hold me worthy 
to be excited to think of succeeding your lordship in 
your second place l ; signifying in your plainness, that 
no man should better content yourself : which your ex- 
ceeding favour you have not since varied from, both in 
pleading the like signification into the hands of some of 
my best friends, and also in an honourable and answer- 
able nomination and commendation of me to her majes- 
ty. Wherein I hope your lordship, if it please you to 
call to mind, did find me neither overweening in pre- 
suming too much upon it, nor much deceived in my 
opinion of the event for the continuing it still in your- 
self, nor sleepy in doing some good offices to the same 
purpose. 

Now upon this matter I am to make your lordship 
three humble requests, which had need be very reason- 
able, coming so many together. First, that your lord- 
ship will hold and make good your wishes towards me 
in your own time ; for no other I mean it ; and in thank- 
fulness thereof, I will present your lordship with the 
fairest flower of my estate ; though it yet bear no fruit; 
and that is the poor reversion, which of her majesty's 
gift I hold ; in the which I shall be no less willing Mr. 

1 The master-ship of the rolls; which office the lord keeper held till the 
lord Bruce was advanced to it, May 18, 1605. 
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John Egerton', if it seem good to you, should succeed 
me in that, than I would be willing to succeed your 
lordship in the other place. 

My next humble request is, that your lordship would 
believe a protestation, which is, that if there be now 
against the next term, or hereafter, for a little bought 
knowledge of the court teacheth me to foresee these 
things, any heaving or pairing at that place, upon mine 
honesty and troth, my spirit is not in, nor with it ; I, 
for my part, being resolutely resolved not to proceed 
one pace or degree in this matter but with your lord- 
ship's foreknowledge and approbation. The truth of 
which protestation will best appear, if by any accident, 
which I look not for, I shall receive any further strength. 
For, as I now am, your lordship may impute it only to 
policy alone in me, that being without present hope my- 
self, I would be content the matter sleep. 

My third humble petition to your lordship is, that 
you would believe an intelligence, and not take it for a 
fiction in court ; of which manner I like Cicero's speech 
well, who, writing to Appins Claudius, saith ; ' Sin au- 
tem quas tibi ipsi in mentem veniant, ea aliis tribuere 
soles, inducis genus sermonis in amicitiam minime libc- 
rale.' But I do assure your lordship, it is both true 
and fresh, and from a person of that sort, as having 
some glimpse of it before, I now rest fully confirmed iu 
it : and it is this, that there should be a plot laid of some 
strength between Mr. Attorney General 1 , and Mr. At- 
torney of the Wards', for the one's remove to the rolls, 
and the other to be drawn to his place. Which, to be 
plain with your lordship, I do apprehend much. For 
first, I know Mr. Attorney General, whatsoever he pre- 

1 Second son of the lord keeper, whose eldest son Sir Thomas, knighted II 
Cadiz upon the taking it in io'.Xi by the earl of Essex, died ill Ireland, v iii- 
llier lie attended that earl in l.iy'J, us Mr. John Egerton likewise did, ait<t 
was knighted by his lordship, and at the coronation of king James ni 
made knight of the Bath. He succeeded his father in the titlei of baiuu 
of Eilesraere and viscount Brackley,»ud on the mhofMay wtu created 
carl of Bridgewater, 

* Coke. 

• Probably Sir Thomas Heskett, who died 13th October, 1606, and bu i 
it erected to Ills memory in Wejttuinatcr Abbey, 
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tendeth or protesteth to your lordship, or any other, 
doth seek it ; and I perceive well by his dealing to- 
wards his best friends, to whom he oweth most, how 
perfectly he hatii conned the adage of ' proximus egomet 
mini :' and then I see no man ripened lor the place of 
the rolls in competition with Mr. Attorney General, 
And lastly, Mr. Attorney of the Wards being noted for 
a pregnant and stirring man, the objection of any hurt 
her majesty's business may receive in her causes by the 
drawing up of Mr. Attorney General, will wax cold. 
And yet nevertheless, if it may please your lordship to 
pardon me so to say, of the second of those placings I 
think with some scorn ; only I commend the knowledge 
hereof to your lordship's wisdom, as a matter not to be 
neglected. 

And now lastly, my honourable good lord, for my 
third poor help, I account \jt~2 will do me small good, 
except there be a heave ; and that is this place of the 
Star-Chamber. 1 do confess ingenuously to your lord- 
ship out of my love to the public, besides my particular, 
that I am of opinion, that rules without examples will 
do little good, at least not to continue ; but that there is 
such a concordance between the time to come and the 
time passed, as there will be no reforming the one with- 
out informing of the other. And I will not, as the pro- 
verb is, spit against the wind, but yield so far to a gene- 
ral opinion, as there was never a more * * or particular 
example. But I submit it wholly to your honourable 
grave consideration ; only I humbly pray you to conceive 
that it is not any money that I have borrowed of Mr. 
Mills, nor any gratification I receive for my aid, that 
makes me shew myself any ways in it, but simply a de- 
sire to preserve the rights of the office, as far as it is meet 
and incorrupt ; and secondly his importunity, who ne- 
vertheless, as far as I see, taketh a course to bring this 
matter in question to his farther disadvantage, and to be 
principal in his own harm. But if it be true, that I have 
heard of more than one or two, that besides this fore- 
running in taking of fees, there are other deep corrup- 
tions, which in an ordinary course are intended to be 
proved against liim ; surely, for my part, I am not su- 



m 
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perstitious, as I will not take any shadow of it, nor lar 
bour to stop it, since it is a thing medicinable for the 
office of the realm. And then if the place by such an 
occasion or otherwise should come in possession, the 
better to testify my affection for your lordship, I should 
be glad, as I offered it to your lordship by way of [[sur- 
render]] so in this case to offer it by way of joint-patent- 
cy, in nature of a reversion, which, as it is now, there 
wanteth no good will in me to offer, but that both, in 
that condition it is not worth the offering ; and besides 
I know not whether my necessity may inforce me to sefl 
it away ; which, if it were locked in by any reversion or 
joint-patentcy, I were disabled to do for my relief. 

Thus your lordship may perceive how assured a per- 
suasion I have of your love towards me, and care of me ; 
which hath made me so freely to communicate of my poor 
state with your lordship, as I could have done to my ho- 
nourable father, if he had lived ; which I most humbly 
pray your lordship may be private to yourself, to whom 
I commit it to be used to such purpose, as in your wisdom 
and honourable love and favour should seem good. And 
so humbly craving pardon, I commend your lordship to 
the divine preservation. 

At your Lordship's honourable commandment humbly and particularly. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO THE EARL OF ESSEX 1 , ON HIS 
lordship's GOING ON THE EXPEDITION AGAINST CADIZ. 

MY SINGULAR GOOD LORD, 

I have no other argument to write on to your good 
lordship, but upon demonstration of my deepest and most 
bounden duty, in fulness whereof I mourn for your lord- 
ship's absence, though I mitigate it as much as I can with 
the hope of your happy success, the greatest part whereof, 
be it never so great, will be the safety of your most ho- 
nourable person ; for the which in the first place, and then 
for the prosperity of your enterprise, I frequently pray. 
And as in so great discomfort it hath pleased God some 
ways to regard my desolateness, by raising me so great and 

1 Among the papers of Antouy Bacon, esq. vol. XI. fol. 69, in the Lambeth 
library. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 121 

so worthy a friend in your absence, as the new-placed lord 
keeper \ in whose placing as it hath pleased God to esta- 
blish mightily one of the chief pillars of this estate, that 
is, the justice of the land, which began to shake and sink, 
and for that purpose no doubt gave her majesty strength 
of heart of herself to do that in six days, which the deep- 
est judgment thought would be the work of many months ; 
so for my particular, I do find in an extraordinary man- 
ner, that his lordship doth succeed my father almost in 
his fatherly care of me, and love towards me, as much as 
he professeth to follow him in his honourable and sound 
courses of justice and estate ; of which so special favour 
the open and apparent reason I can ascribe to nothing 
more than the impression, which, upon many conferences 
of long time used between his lordship and me, he may 
have received, both of your lordship's high love and good 
opinion towards his lordship, verified in many and singular 
offices, whereof now the realm, rather than himself, is like 
to reap the fruit ; and also of your singular affection to- 
wards me, as a man chosen by you to set forth the excel- 
lency of your nature and mind, though with some error 
of your judgment. Hereof if it may please your lordship 
to take knowledge to my lord, according to the stile of 
your wonted kindness, your lordship shall do me great 
contentment. My lord told me he had written to your 
lordship, and wished with great affection he had been 
so lucky, as to have had two hours talk with you upon 
those occasions, which have since fallen out. So wishing 
that God may conduct you by the hand pace by pace, I 
commend you and your actions to his divine providence. 

Your Lordship's ever deepliest bounden, 

FR. BACON. 
10 May, 1596. 



THE EARL OF ESSEX TO MR. FRANCIS BACON 1 . 

SIR, 

I have thought the contemplation of the art military 
harder than the execution. But now I see where the 

1 Egerton. 

• Among the papers of Antony Bacon, esq. vol. XI. fol. 139, in theJLambeth 
library. 
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number is great, compounded of sea and land forces, the 
most tyrouen, and almost all voluntaries, the officers equal 
almost in age, quality, and standing in the wars, it is hard 
for any man to approve himself a good commander. So 
great is my zeal to omit nothing, and so short my suffi- 
ciency to perform all, as, besides my charge, myself doth 
afflict myself. For I cannot follow the precedents of our 
dissolute armies, and my helpers are a little amazed witli 
me, when they are come from governing a little troop 

to a great ; and from to all the great spirits 

of our state. And sometimes I am as much troubled 
with them, as with all the troops. But though these be 
warrants for my seldom writing, yet they shall be no ex- 
cuses for my fainting industry. I have written to my 
lord keeper and some other friends to have care of you 
in my absence. And so commending you to God's happy 
and heavenly protection, I rest 



Plymouth, tills I7tli of May, 159ti. 



MR. FRANCIS BACON TO HI3 BROTHER ANTONY'. 



Yesternight Sir John Fortescu* told me he had, not 
many hours before, imparted to the queen your advertise- 
ments, and the gazette likewise ; which the queen caused 
Mr. John Stanhope J to read all over unto her ; and her 
majesty conceiveth they be not vulgar. The advertise- 
ments her majesty made estimation of as concurring with 
other advertisements, and alike concurring also with her 
opinion of the affairs. So he willed me to return you the 
queen's thanks. Other particular of any speech from her 
majesty of yourself he did not relate to me. For my lord 
of Essex's and your letters, he said, he was ready and de- 
sirous to do his best. But I seemed to make it but a 

'Among (lie papers of Antony liacon, esq. vol. XI. 
library. 

* Chancellor of the exchequer. 

'Made treasurer of the chamber, in July, 1596, a 
lord Stanhope of Harrington, in Northamptonshire. 
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love-wish, and passed presently from it, the rather, because 
it was late in the night, and I mean to deal with him at 
some better leisure after another manner, as you shall here- 
after understand from me. I do find in the speech of 
some ladies and the very face of the court some addition 
of reputation, as methinks, to us both ; and I doubt not 
but God hath an operation in it, that will not suffer good 
endeavours to perish. 

The queen saluted me to day, as she went to chapeL 
I had long speech with Sir Robert Cecil this morning, 
who seemed apt to discourse with me ; yet of yourself 
ne verbum quidem, not so much as a quamodo valet 9 

This I write to you in haste, aliudex alio, I pray set in 
a course of acquainting my lord keeper what passeth, at 
first by me, and after from yourself. I am more and more 
bound to him. 

Thus wishing you good health, I recommend you to 
God's happy preservation. 

Your entire loving Brother, 

FR, BACON. 

From the court, this 30th of May [1596]. 



TO SIR THOMAS EGERTON, LORD KEEPER OF THE GREAT 



SEAL '. 



IT MAY PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

I am to make humble complaint to your lordship of 
some hard dealing offered me by one Sympson, a goldsmith, 
a man noted much, as I have heard, for extremities and 
stoutness upon his purse : but yet I could scarcely have 
imagined, he would have dealt either so dishonestly to- 
wards myself, or so contemptuously towards her majesty's 
service. For this Lombard, pardon me, I most humbly 
pray your lordship, if being admonished by the street he 
dwells in, I give him that name, having me in bond for 
300/. principal, and I having the last term confessed the 
action, and by his full and direct consent respited the satis- 
faction till the beginning of this term to come, without 

1 From the original in the Hatfield collection of state papers, communicated 
to me by the Rev. William Mordeu, B.D. and intended by him for the public 
Ut a third volume of the collection of those papers, if hi* death had not pre- 
vented him from executing his design. 
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ever giving me warning, either by letter or message, 
served an execution upon me, having trained me at such 
time, as I came from the Tower, where, Mr. Waad can 
witness, we attended a service of no mean importance 1 . 
Neither would he so much as vouchsafe to come and speak 
with me to take any order in it, though I sent for him 
divers times, and his house was just by ; handling it as 
upon a despite, being a man I never provoked with a 
cross word, no nor with many delays. He would have 
urged it to have had me in prison ; which he had done, 
had not sheriff More, to whom I sent, gently recom- 
mended^ me to an handsome house in Coleman-street, 
where I am. Now because he will not treat with me, I 
am inforccd humbly to desire your lordship to send for 
him, according to your place, to bring him to some rea- 
son ; and this forthwith, because I continue here to my 
farther discredit and inconvenience, and the trouble of 
the gentleman with whom I am. I have an hundred 
pounds lying by me, which he may have, and the rest 

1 It is not easy to determine what this service was ; bnt it seems to relate 
to the examination of some prisoner ; perhaps Edward Squire, executed in 
N ovembor, 1598, for poisoning the queen's saddle ; or Valentine Thomas, who 
accused the king of Scots of practices against queen Elizabeth [Historical 
View, p. 178,] or one Stanley; concerning whom I shall insert here passages 
from two MS. letters of John Chamberlain, esq., to his friend, Dudley Carle- 
ton, esq., afterwards ambassador to Venice, the United Provinces, and 
France ; these letters being part of a very large collection, from 1598 to 
16*5, which I transcribed from the originals. " One Stanley," says Mr. Chant- 
bcrlain, in his letter dated at London, 3 October, 1598, " that came in sixteen 
days over land with letters out of Spaiu, is lately committed to the Tower. 
He was very earnest to have private conference with her majesty, pre* 
tending matter of great importance, which he would by no means otter to 
any body else." In another letter dated 20 November, 1598, Mr. Cham- 
berlain observes, that on " the day, that they looked for Stanley's arraign- 
ment, he came not himself, but sent his forerunner, one Squire, that had 
been an under-pnrveyor of the stable, who being in Spain was dealt 
withal by oue Wulpole, a Jesuit, to poisou the queen and the earl of Essex; 
and accordingly came prepared into Englaud, and went with the eari in 
his own ship the last journey, and poisoned the arms or handles of the chair 
he used to sit in, with a confection he had received of the Jesuit ; as likewise 
he had done the pommel of the queen's saddle not past five days before 
his going to sea. But because nothing succeeded of it, the priest ri»i«V i«g 
he bad either changed his purpose, or betrayed it, gave Stanley instructions 
to accuse him; thereby to get him more credit, and to be revenged of 
Squirt* for breaking promise. The fellow confessed the whole practice, 
.tud, as it seemed, died very penitent.'' 
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upon some reasonable time and security ; or, if need be, 
the whole ; but with my more trouble. As for the con- 
tempt he hath offered, in regard her majesty's service, to 
my understanding, carrieth a privilege eundo et redeundo 
in meaner causes, much more in matters ofthis nature, es- 
pecially in persons known to be qualified with that place 
and employment, which, though unworthy, I am vouch- 
safed, I inforce nothing, thinking I have done my part, 
when I have made it known ; and so leave it to your 
lordship's honourable consideration. And so with significa- 
tion of my humble duty, &c. 



TO SIR ROBERT CECIL, SECRETARY OF STATE ! . 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 

I humbly pray you to understand how badly I have 
been used by the inclosed, being a copy of a letter of 
complaint thereof which I have written to the lord keeper. 
How sensitive you are of wrongs offered to your blood in 
my particular, I have had not long since experience. 
But herein I think your honour will be doubly sensitive, 
in tenderness also of the indignity to her majesty's ser- 
vice. For as for me, Mr. Sympson might have had me 
every day in London ; and therefore to belay me, while 
he knew I came from the Tower about her majesty's 
special service, was to my understanding very bold. And 
two days before he brags he forbore me, because I dined 
with sheriff More. So as with Mr. Sympson, examina- 
tions at the Tower are not so great a privilege, eundo 
et redeundo, as sheriff More's dinner. But this com- 
plaint I make in duty ; and to that end have also in- 
formed my lord of Essex thereof; for otherwise his 
punishment will do me no good. 

So with signification of my humble duty, I commend 
your honour to the divine preservation. 

At your honourable command particularly, 

FR. BACON. 

From Coleman-street, this 24th of September [1598]. 

1 From the Hatfield collection. 
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The Substance of a Letter I' nmi: wish pour LortLthip 1 
should write to her Majesty. 

That you desire her majesty to believe id, quod res 
ipsa loquitur, that it is not conscience to yourself of any 
advantage her majesty hath towards you, otherwise than 
the general and infinite advantage of a queen and a mis- 
tress ; nor any drift or device to win her majesty to any 
point or particular, that moveth you to send her these 
lines of your own mind. But first, and principally, 
gratitude ; next a natural desire of, you will not say, 
the tedious remembrance, for you can hold nothing 
tedious, that hath been derived from her majesty ; but 
the troubled and pensive remembrance of that which is 
past, of enjoying better times with her majesty, such as 
others have had, and that you have wanted. You can- 
not impute the difference to the continuance of time, 
which addeth nothing to her majesty but increase of vir- 
tue; but rather to your own misfortune or errors. Where- 
in nevertheless, if it were only question of your own 
indurances, though any strength never so good may be 
oppressed, yet you think you should have suffocated them, 
as you had often done, to the impairing of your health, 
and weighing down of your mind. But that, which 
indeed toueheth the quick, is that, whereas you account- 
ed it the choice fruit of yourself to be a contentment 
and entertainment to her majesty's mind, you found 
many times to the contrary, that you were rather a dis- 
quiet to her, and a distaste. 

Again, whereas in the course of her service, though 
you confess the weakness of your own judgment, yet 
true zeal, not misled with any mercenary nor glorious 
respect, made you light sometimes upon the best and 
soundest counsels ; you had reason to fear, that the dis- 
taste particular against yourself made her majesty farther 
off from accepting any of them from such a hand. So as 
you seemed, to your deep discomfort, to trouble her 
majesty's mind, and. to foil her business ; inconveniencies, 
which, if you be minded as you ought, thankfulness 

' Francis Bacon, ' Robert, earl of Eases, 
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should teach you to redeem, with stepping down, nay 
throwing yourself down, from your own fortune. In 
which intricate case, finding no end of this former course, 
and therefore desirous to find the beginning of a new, 
you have not whither to resort, but unto the oracle of 
her majesty's direction. For though the true introduc- 
tion ad tempora meliora be by an amnestia of that 
which is past, except it be in the sense, that the verse 
speaketh, Olim hcec meminisse juvabit, when tempests 
past are remembered in the calm ; and that you do not 
doubt of her majesty's goodness in pardoning and oblite- 
rating any of your errors and mistakings heretofore ; re- 
freshing the memory and contemplations of your poor 
services, or any thing that hath been gratefiil to her 
majesty from you; yea, and somewhat of your suffer- 
ings, so though that be, yet you may be to seek for the 
time to come. For as you have determined your hope in 
a good hour, not willingly to offend her majesty, either 
in matter of court or state, but to depend absolutely 
upon her will and pleasure ; so you do more doubt and 
mistrust your wit and insight in finding her majesty's, 
mind, than your conformities and submission in obeying* 
it ; the rather, because you cannot but nourish a doubt 
in your breast, thafc her majesty, as princes hearts are 
inscrutable, hath many times towards you aliud in ore, 
et aliud in corde. So that you, that take her secundum 
literam, go many times farther out of your way. 

Therefore your most humble suit to her majesty is, that 
she will vouchsafe you that approach to her heart and 
bosom, et ad scrimum pectoris, plainly, for as much as 
concerneth yourself, to open and expound her mind to- 
wards you, suffering you to see clear what may have 
bred 4 dis^e in he/majesty ; and in what point* she 
would have you reform yourself; and how she would be 
served by you. Which done, you do assure her majesty, 
she shall be both at the beginning and the ending of all, 
that you do, of that regard, as you may presume to im- 
part to her majesty. 

And so that hoping, that this may be an occasion of 
some farther serenity from her majesty towards you, you 
refer the rest to your actions, which may verify what you 
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have written ; as that you have written may interpret your 
actions, and the course you shall hereafter take. 

Indorsed by Mr. Francis Bacon, 

A letter framed for my lord of Essex to the queen. 



TO MR. SECRETARY CECIL '. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 

Because we live in an age, where every man's imper- 
fections is but another's fable ; and that there fell out an 
accident in the exchequer, which I know not how, nor how 
soon may be traduced, though I dare trust rumour in it, 
except it be malicious, or extreme partial ; I am bold 
now to possess your honour, as one, that ever I found 
careful of my advancement, and yet more jealous of my 
wrongs, with the truth of that, which passed ; deferring 
my farther request, until I may attend your honour : and 
so I continue 

Yonr Honour's very humble and particularly bound en, 
Gray's-Inn, this 24th of April, 1601. PR. BACON. 



A true remembrance of the abuse I received of Mr. Attorney 
General * publicly in the exchequer the first day of term ; 
for the truth whereof I refer myself to all that were 
present. 

I moved to have a reseizure of the lands of George 
More, a relapsed recusant, a fugitive, and a practising 
traitor ; and shewed better matter for the queen against 
the discharge by plea, which is ever with a salvo jure. 
And this I did in as gentle and reasonable terms as 
might be. 

Mr. Attorney kindled at it, and said, " Mr. Bacon, 
if you have any tooth against me, pluck it out ; for it 
will do you more hurt than all the teeth in your head 
will do you good." I answered coldly in these very 
words : " Mr. Attorney, I respect you : I fear you not : 
and the less you speak of your own greatness, the more 
I will think of it." 

1 From the Hatfield collection. 

' Edward Coke, knighted by king James at Greenwich in 1603 ; and 
made lord chief justice of the common pleas, 30 June, 1606. 
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He replied, " I think scorn to stand upon terms of 
greatness towards you, who are less than little : less 
than the least ;" and other such strange light terms he 
gave me, with that insulting, which cannot be expressed. 

Herewith stirred, yet I said no more but this : " Mr. 
Attorney, do not depress me so far; for I have been 
your better, and may be again, when it please the queen." 

With this he spake, neither I nor himself could tell 
what, as if he had been born attorney general; and in 
the end bade me not meddle with the queen's business, but 
with mine own; and that I was unsworn, &c. I told 
him, sworn or unsworn was all one to an honest man ; 
and that I ever set my service first, and myself second; 
and wished to God, that he would do the like. 

Then he said, it were good to clap a cap. ut/egatum 
upon my back ! To which I only said he could not ; and 
that he was at a fault ; for he hunted upon an old scent. 

He gave me a number of disgraceful words besides ; 
which I answered with silence, and shewing, that I was 
not moved with them. 



TO ROBERT, LORD CECIL 1 . 



They say late thanks are ever best. But the reason 
was, I thought to have seen your lordship ere this. How- 
soever I shall never forget this your last favour amongst 
others; and it grieveth me not a little, that I find my- 
self of no use to such an honourable and kind friend. 

For that matter, I think I shall desire your assistance 
for the punishment of the contempt ; not that I would 
use the privilege in future time, but because I would not 
have the dignity of the king's service prejudiced in my in- 
stance. But herein I will be ruled by your lordship. 

It is fit likewise, though much against my mind, that 
I let your lordship know, that I shall not be able to 
pay the money within the time by your lordship under- 
taken, which was a fortnight. Nay, money I find so 
hard to come by at this time, as I thought to have be- 

1 From the Hatfield collection. 
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come an humble suitor to your honour to have sustained 
me with your credit for the present from urgent debts 
with taking up 300/. till I can put away some land. But 
I am so forward with some sales, as this request, I hope, 
I may forbear. 

For my estate, because your honour hath care of it, 
it is thus : I shall be able, with selling the skirts of my 
living in Hertfordshire ', to preserve the body ; and to 
leave myself, being clearly out of debt, and having some 
money in my pocket, 300/. land per annum, with a fair 
house, and the ground well timbered. This is now my 
labour. 

For my purpose or course, I desire to meddle as little 
as I can in the king's causes, his majesty now abounding 
in council ; and to follow my private thrift and practice, 
and to marry with some convenient advancement. For 
as for any ambition, I do assure your honour, mine is 
quenched. In the queen's, my excellent mistress's, time, 
the quorum was small : her service was a kind of free- 
hold, and it was a more solemn time. All those points 
agreed with my nature and judgment. My ambition 
now I shall only put upon my pen, whereby I shall be 
able to maintain memory and merit of the times suc- 
ceeding. 

Lastly, for this divulged and almost prostituted title 
of knighthood, I could without charge, by your honour's 
mean, be content to have it, both because of this late 
disgrace, and because I have three new knights in my 
mess in Gray's-Inn commons; and because I have found 
out an alderman's daughter *, an handsome maiden, to 
my liking, So as if your honour will find the time, I 
will come to the court from Gorhambury, upon any 
warning. 

How my sales go forward, your lordship shall in a few 
days bear. Mean while, if you will not be pleased to 
take farther day with this lewd fellow, I hope your lord- 

' Gorhambury, 

' Probably tlie lady, whom lie afterwards married, Alice, one of the dabb- 
lers androheirs of Benedict Barnham, Esq. alderman of London. She «or. 
*Wed her husband above twenty years. Life r/f Lord Bar™, by Dr. Willie* 
RaWry. 



.' 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON 's LETTERS, ETC. 181 

4|hip will not suffer him to take any part of the penalty, 
but principal, interest, and costs. 

So I remain your Lordship's most bouncfen, 

PR. BACON. 
S July, 1603. 



TO THE SAME. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR ftOOD LORDSHIP, 

In answer of your last letter, your money shall be ready 
before your day, principal, interest, and costs of suit. So 
the sheriff promised, when I released errors ; and a Jevfr 
takes no more. The rest cannot be forgotten; for I 
cannot forget your lordship's dum memor ipse mei ; and 
if there have been aliquid nimis, it shall be amended. 
And, to be plain with your lordship, that will quicken me 
now which slackened me before. Then I thought you 
might have had more use of me than now, I suppose, you 
are like to have. Not but I think the impediment will 
be rather in my mind than in the matter or times. But 
to do you service, I will come out of my religion at any 
time. 

For my knighthood 1 , I wish the manner might be 
such as might grace me, since the matter will not ; I 
mean, that I might not be merely gregarious in a troop. 
The coronation * is at hand. It may please your lord- 
ship to let me hear from you speedily. So I continue 

Your Lordship's ever much bounden, 

FR. BACON. 

From Gorhambury, this 16th of July, 1603. 



TO SIR JOHN DAVIS, HIS MAJESTY'S ATTORNEY 

GENERAL IN IRELAND K 

MR. ATTORN* Y, 

I thank you for your letter, and the discourse you 
sent of this new accident, as things then appeared. I see 
manifestly the beginning of better or worse : but me 
thinketh it is first a tender of the better, and worse fol- 

1 He wag knighted at Whitehall, 25 July, 1609. 

■ It was solemnised, 94 July, 1603. 

* From the MS. collections of Robert Stephen*, Bsq.deceaseti. 

k2 
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loweth but upon refusal or default. I would have been 
glad to see you here ; but I hope occasion reserveth our 
meeting for a vacation, when we may have more fruit of 
conference. To requite your proclamation, which, in my 
judgment, is wisely and seriously penned, I send you 
another with us, which happened to be in my hands when 
yours came. I would be glad to hear often from you, 
and to be advertised how things pass, whereby to have 
some occasion to think some good thoughts ; though I 
can do little. At the least it will be a continuance in 
exercise of our friendship, which on my part remaineth 
increased by that I hear of your service, and the good 
respects I find towards myself. And so in Tormour's 
haste, I continue 

Yoar »ery loving Friend, 

FR. BACON. 
From Bray's- Inn, tills £3d of Octob. 1607. 



TO ISAAC CA8ALB0N . 



Cum ex Uteris, quas ad dominum Carew misisti, cog- 
noscam scripta mea a te probari, et mihi de judicio tuo 
gratulatus sum, et tibi, quam ea res mihi fuerit voluptari, 
scribendum existimavi. Atque illud etiam de me recte 
auguraris, me scientias ex latebris in lueem extrahere 
vehementer cupere. Neque enim multum interest ea per 
otium scribi, quee per otium legantur, sed plane vitam, 
et res humanas, et mediae earum turbas, per contempla- 
tions sanas et veras instructions esse volo. Quanta 
autem in hoc genera aggrediar, et quam parvis prcesidiis, 
postmodum fortasse rescisces. Etiam tu pariter gratis- 
shnum mihi fades, si qua? in animo habes atque moliris 
et agitas, mihi nota esse velis. Nam conjunctionem ani- 
morum et studiorum plus facere ad amicitias judico, 
quam civilis necessitatis et occasionum orBcia. Equidem 
existimo neminem unquam magis vere potuisse dicere de 
sese, quam me ipsum, illud quod habet psalmus, multum 
incolafuit anima mea. Itaque magis videor cum anti- 

1 Tbii letter appears to have been written after Sir George Carew, men- 
tioned in it, returned from his embassy io France, in October, 1609 ; aid 
before the arrival of Casaubon in England, in Octob. 1610. 
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quis versari, quam cum his, quibuscum vivo. Quid ni 
ctiam possim cum absentibus potius versari, quam cum 
iis, qui prsesto sunt ; et magis electione in amicitiis uti, 
quam occasionibus de more submitti ? Verum ad insti- 
tutum revertor ego ; si qua in re amicitia mea tibi aut 
tuis usui aut ornamento esse possit, tibi operam meam 
bonam atque navam polliceor. Itaque salutem tibi dicit 



• 



Indorsed, 
To C amnion. 



'he beginning of a Letter immediately after iny Lord 
Treasurer's ' decease *. 

May 39, 161S. 



If I shall seem in these few lines to write major a quam 
profortuna, it may please your majesty to take it to be 
an effect, not of presumption, but of affection. For of 
the one I was never noted ; and for the other I could 
never shew it hitherto to the full ; being as a hawk tied 
to another's fist, that might sometimes bait and proffer, 
but could never fly. And therefore if, as it was said to 
one, that spoke great words, Amice, verba tua deside- 
rant civitatem 1 , so your majesty say to me, " Bacon, 
your words require a place to speak them ;" I must 
answer, that place, or not place, is in your majesty to 
add or refrain : and though I never grow eager but to 
****** yet your majesty 



TO THE KING, 



Immediately after the Lord Treasurer's death. 

31 May, 16tl. 

I cannot but endeavour to merit, considering your pre- 
venting graces, which is the occasion of these few lines. 

1 Robert earl of Salisbury, who died ti May, 1614. 

1 The draught of this imperfect letter is written chiefly in Greek characters, 
•These words of ThemiMocles are cited likewise by lord Bacon, at the end 
of hie book De Avgmentii SciaUiarun. 
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Your majesty hath lost a great subject and a great 
servant. But if I should praise him in propriety, I 
should say, that he was a fit man to keep things from 
growing worse ; but no very fit man to reduce things to 
be much better. For he loved to have the eyes of all 
Israel a little too much on himself, and to have all business 
still under the hammer ; and, like clay in the hands of 
the potter, to mould it as he thought good ; so that he 
was more in operatione than in opere. And though he 
had fine passages of action, yet the real conclusions came 
slowly on. So that although your majesty hath grave 
counsellors and worthy persons left ; yet you do, as it 
were, turn a leaf, wherein if your majesty shall give a 
frame and constitution to matters, before you place the 
persons, in my simple opinion it were not amiss. But 
the great matter, and most instant for the present, is the 
consideration of a parliament, for two effects : the one 
for the supply of your estate ; the other for the better 
knitting of the hearts of your subjects unto your majesty, 
according to your infinite merit ; for both which, parlia- 
ments have been, and are, the ancient and honourable 
remedy. 

Now because I take myself to have a little skill in that 
region, as one, that ever affected, that your majesty might, 
in all your causes, not only prevail, but prevail with satis- 
faction of the inner man; and though no man can say 
but I was a perfect and peremptory royalist, yet every 
man makes me believe that I was never one hour out of 
credit with the lower house : my desire is to know, whether 
your majesty will give me leave to meditate and propound 
unto you some preparative remembrances, touching the 
future parliament. 

Your majesty may truly perceive, that, though I can- 
not challenge to myself either invention, or judgment, 
or elocution, or method, or any of those powers ; yet my 
offering is care and observance ; and as my good old mis- 
tress was wont to call me her watch-candle, because it 
pleased her to say, I did continually bum, and yet she 
Buffered me to waste almost to nothing ; so I must much 
more owe the like duty to your majesty, by whom my for- 
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tunes have been settled and raised. And so craving par- 
don, I rest 

Your Majesty's most humble Servant devote, 

F. B. 



TO THE KING. 



IT MAY PLRA8E YOUR EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

My principal end being to do your majesty service, I 
crave leave to make at this time to your majesty this most 
humble oblation of myself. I may truly say with the 
psalm, Mvltum incola fait anima meet ; for my life hath 
been conversant in things, wherein I take little pleasure. 
Your majesty may have heard somewhat, that my father 
was an honest man ; and somewhat yet I may have been 
of myself, though not to make any true judgment by, 
because I have hitherto had only pot est at em verborum, 
nor that neither. I was three of my young years bred with 
an ambassador * in France, and since I have been an old 
truant in the school-house of your council-chamber, though 
on the second form ; yet longer than any, that now sitteth, 
hath been in the head form. If your majesty find any 
aptness in me, or if you find any scarcity in others, where- 
by you may think it fit for your service to remove me to 
business of state, although I have a fair way before me 
for profit, and, by your majesty's grace and favour, for 
honour and advancement, and in a course less exposed to 
the blast of fortune ; yet now that he * is gone, quo vi- 
vente virtutibus certissimum exitizm, I will be ready as a 
chessman to be, wherever your majesty's royal hand shall 
set me. Your majesty will bear me witness, I have not 
suddenly opened myself thus far. I have looked on upon 
others. I see the exceptions ; I see the distractions ; and 
I fear Tacitus will be a prophet, magis alii homines, 
quam alii mores. I know mine own heart ; and I know 
not, whether God, that hath touched my heart with the 
affection, may not touch your royal heart to discern it. 

1 Sir Amias Poulet, who was sent ambassador to France, In September, 
1576. He was succeeded by Sir Edward Stafford, in December, 1578. 
* Lord Treasurer Salisbury. 
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Howsoever, I shall go on honestly in mine ordinary course, 
and supply the rest in prayers for you, remaining, &c. 



TO THE KING . 



* * * Lastly, I will make two prayers unto your ma- 
jesty, as I used to do to God Almighty, when I com- 
mend to him his own glory and cause ; so I will pray 
to your majesty for yourself. 

The one is, that these cogitations of want do not any 
ways trouble or vex your mind. I remember Moses saith 
of the land of promise, that it was not like the land of 
Egypt, that was watered with a river, but was watered 
with showers from heaven ; whereby I gather, God pre- 
ferreth sometimes uncertainties before certainties, because 
they teach a more immediate dependence upon his pro- 
vidence. Sure I am, ni I tiovi accklit volris. Itisfornonew 
thing for the greatest kings to be in debt ; and, if a man 
shall parvis componere magna, I have seen an earl of 
Leicester, a chancellor Hatton, an earl of Essex, and an 
earl of Salisbury in debt ; and yet was it no manner of 
diminution to their power or greatness. 

My second prayer is, that your majesty, in respect of 
the hasty freeing of your state, would not descend to any 
means, or degree of means, which carrieth not a sym- 
metry with your majesty and greatness. He is gone, 
from whom those courses did wholly flow. So have your 
wants and necessities in particular, as it were, hanged up 
in two tablets before the eyes of your lords and commons 
to be talked of for four months together : to have all 
your courses to help yourself in revenue or profit put into 
printed books, which were wont to be held arcana im- 
perii: to have such worms of aldermen to lend for ten 
in the hundred upon good assurance, and with such * *, 
as if it should save the bark of your fortune : to contract 
still where might be had the readiest payment, and not 
the best bargain : to stir a number of projects for your 
profit, and then to blast them, and leave your majesty 

' The beginning of this letter is wanting. 
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notliing but the scandal of them : to pretend an even 
carriage between your majesty's rights and the ease of 
the people, and to satisfy neither. These courses and 
others the like, I hope, are gone with the deviser of 
them ; which have turned your majesty to inestimable 
prejudice'. 

I hope your majesty will pardon my liberty of writing. 
I know these things are rnajora quamprofortuna: but 
they are minora quampro studio el voluntate. I assure 
myself, your majesty taketh not me for one of a busy 
nature ; for my state being free from all difficulties, and 
I having such a large field for contemplations, as I have 
partly, and shall much more make manifest to your ma- 
jesty and the world, to occupy my thoughts, nothing 
could make me active but love and affection. So pray- 
ing my God to bless and favour your person and estate, 
etc. 



TO THE KING. 



I have, with all possible diligence since your majesty's 
progress, attended the service committed to the sub-com- 
missioners, touching the repair and improvement of your 
majesty's means : and this I have done, not only in meet- 
ing, and coirference, and debate with the rest ; but also 
by my several and private meditation and inquiry. So 
that, besides the joint account, which we shall give to the 
lords, I hope I shall be able to give your majesty some- 
what ex proprio. For as no man loveth better consvlere 
in commune than I do ; neither am I of those fine ones, 
that use to keep back any thing, wherein they think they 
may win credit apart, and so make the consultation al- 

1 1t will be but justice to the memory of the earl of Salisbury to remark, 
that this disadvantageous character of him hy Sir Francis Bacon seems to 
have been heightened by the prejudices of the latter against tl 
ter, grounded npon some suspicions, that the earl had not served him with 
so much zeal, as he might have expected from so near a relation, either in 
queen Elizabeth's reign, or that of her successor. Nor is it any just imputa- 
tion on his lordship, that he began (o decline in King James I.'s good opinion, 
when his majesty's ill (economy occasioned demands on the lord ti 
which all his skill, in the business of the finances, could not answer, but which 
drew from him advices and remonstrances still extant, which that king, not 
being very ready to profit by, conceived some resentment against his old ser- 
vant, and even retained it against his ra 
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most inutile. So nevertheless, in cases, where matter* 
shall fall in upon the bye, perhaps of no less worth than 
that, which is the proper subject of the consultation ; or 
where I find things passed over too slightly, or in case*, 
where that, which I should advise, is of that nature, IB 
hold it not fit to be communicated to all those with 
whom I am joined ; these parts of business I put to my 
private account ; not because I would be officious (though 
I profess I would do works of supererogation, if I could), 
but in a true discretion and caution. And your majesty 
had some taste in those notes, which I gave you for the 
wards (which it pleased you to say were no tricks nor 
novelties, but true passages of business), that mine own 
particular remembrances and observations are not like to 
be unprofitable. Concerning which notes for the wards, 
though I might say, sic iios turn vobis; yet let that pass. 
I have also considered fidly of that great proposition, 
which your majesty commended to my care and study, 
touching the conversion of your revenue of land into a 
multiplied present revenue of rent : wherein I say, I 
have considered of the means and course to be taken, of 
the assurance, of the rates, of the exceptions, and of the 
arguments for and against it. For though the project 
itself be as old as I can remember, and falleth under 
every man's capacity ; yet the dispute and manage of it 
asketh a great deal of consideration and judgment ; pro- 
jects being like /Esop's tongues, the best meat and the 
worst, as they are chosen and handled. But surely, vi» 
deficiunt remedia ordhiuria, recurrendum est ad extra- 
ordinaria. Of this also I am ready to give your majesty 
an account. 

Generally upon tliis subject of the repair of your ma- 
jesty's means, I beseech your majesty to give me leave to 
make this judgment, that your majesty's recovery must 
be by the medicines of the Galenists and Arabians, a 
not of the Chemists or Paracelsians. For it will not 
wrought by any one fine extract, or strong water ; bi 
by a skilful company of a number of ingredients, 
those by just weight and proportion, and that of some 
simples, which perhaps of themselves, or in over-great 
quantity, were little better than poisons ; but mixed, and 
broken, and in just quantity, arc full of virtue. Awl 
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secondly, that as your majesty's growing behind-hand hath 
been work of time ; so must likewise be your majesty's 
coming forth and making even. Not but I wish it were 
by all good and fit means accelerated ; but that I fore- 
see, that if your majesty shall propound to yourself to do 
it per salt-am, it can hardly be without accidents of pre- 
judice to your honour, safety, or profit. 

Indorsed, 

My letter to the King, touching his estnle in general, Sep- 
tember ISA, 1612. 



IN HENRICUM PRINCIPEM WALLIJE ELOGIUM 
FKANCISCI BACONI 1 . 

Henricus priinogenitus regis Magna; Britannia^ prin- 
ceps Walliae, antea spe beatus, nunc memoria felix, tliem 
suum obiit 6 Novemb. anno 1612. Is magno totius regni 
Iuctu et desiderio extinctus est, utpote adolescens, qui 
animos horninum nee offendisset nee satiasset. Excita- 
verat autem propter bonam indolem multiplices apud 
plurimos omnium ordinum spes, nee ob brevitatem vita; 
frustraverat. Illud imprimis accessit, quod in causa reli- 
gionis firmus vidgo habebatur : prudentioribus quoque 
hoc animo penitus insederat, adversus insidias conjura- 
tionum, cui malo a;tas nostra vix remedium reperit, patri 
eum instar praesidii et scuti fuisse, adeo ut et religionis et 
regis apud populum amor in eum redundaret, et in ffisti- 
mationem jaeturaj merito annumerarctur. Erat corpore 
validus et erectus, statura mediocri, decora membrorum 
compage, incessu regio, facie oblonga et in maciem in- 
clinante, habitu plenior, vidtu composite, oculorum motu 
magis sedato quam forti. Inerant quoque et in fronte 
severitatis signa, et in ore nonnihil fastus. Sed tamen si 
quis ultra exteriora ilia penetraverat, et eum obsequio 
debito et sermone tempestivo deliniverat, utebatur eo 
benigno et i'aeili, ut ahus longe videretur colloquio quam 
aspectu, talisque prorsus erat, qui famam sui excitaret 

' Hail. MSS, Vol. 1393. tbl.73. It seems tome no improbiiide supposition, 
lliat tins eharacterwas intended to he sent toTlmanus, in order to 1>p innertcd 
in his excellent history, if he should Love continued it to the year 161.:, 
whereas it reached only tu 16W. 
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moribus dissimilem. Laudis et gloria; fuit procul dubio 
appetens, et ad omnem speciem boni et auram decoris 
commovebatur ; quod adolescenti pro virtutibus est. 
Nam et arma ei in honore erant ac viri militares ; quin 
et ipse quiddam bellicum spirabat ; et magnificentiae ope- 
rum, licet pecuniae alioquin satis parcus, deditus erat : 
amator insuper antiquitatis et artium. Literis quoque 
plus honoris attribuit quam temporis. In moribus ejus 
nihil laudandum magis fuit, quam quod in omni genere 
omciorum probe institutus credebatur et congruus : Alius 
regi patri mire obsequens, etiam reginam multo cultu 
demerebat, erga fratrem indulgens ; sororem vero unice 
amabat, quam etiam, quantum potuit virilis forma ad 
eximiam virginalem pulchritudinem collata, referebat. 
Etiam magistri et educatores pueritiae ejus, quod raro 
fieri solet, magna in gratia apud eum manseraut. Ser- 
mone vero obsequii idem exactor et memor. Denique in 
quotidiano vita; genere, et assignatione horarum ad sin- 
gula vitas munera, magis quam pro state constans atque 
ordinatus. Affectus ei inerant non nimium vehementes, 
et potius a?quales quam magni. Etenim de rebus ama- 
toriis mirum in ilia state silentium, ut prorsus lubrieum 
iUud adolescentiaj suae tempus in tanta fortuna, et vale- 
tudine satis prospera, absque aliqua insigni nota amorum 
transigeret. Nemo reperiebatur in aula ejus apud eum 
praepotens, aut in animo ejus vahdus : quin et studia ipsa, 
quibus capiebatur maxime, potius tempora patiebantur 
quam excessus, et magis repetita erant per vices, quam 
quod extaret aliquod unum, quod reliqua superaret et 
compesceret, sive ea moderatio fuit, sive in natura non 
admodum prsecoci, sed lente maturescente, non eerne- 
bantur adhuc qua* praevahtura erant. Ingenio certe pol- 
lebat, eratque et curiosus satis et capax, sed sermone 
tardior et tanquam impeditus : tamen ei quis diligenter 
observaverat ea, quae ab eo proferebantur, sive qua?stioni» 
vim obtinebant, sive sententiae, ad rem omnino erant, ct 
captum non vulgarem arguebant ; ut in ilia loquendi tar- 
ditate et raritate judicium ejus magis suspensum videretur 
et anxium, quam infirmum aut hebes. Interim audiendi 
mins modis patiens, etiam in negotiis, quaa in longitudi- 
nem porrigebantur ; idque cum attentione et sine tsdio, 
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ut varo ammo peregrinaretur aut fessa mente aliquid 
ageret, sed ad ea, quae dicebantur, aut agebantur, ani- 
mum adverteret atque applicaret ; quod magnam ei, si 
vita suppetiisset, prudentiam spondebat. Certe in illius 
principis natura plurima erant obscura, neque judieio 
cujuspiam patefacienda, sed tempore, quod ei prsereptum 
est. Attameii que apparebant, optima erant, quod fanue 
satis est. Mortuus est a:tatis suae anno decimo nono ex 
febri contumaci, quae ubique a magnis et insulanis fere 
insolitis siccitatibus ac fervoribus orta per aestatem popu- 
lariter grassabatur, sed raro funere ; dein sub autumnum 
erat facta lethalior. Addidit fama atrocior, ut Ule' ait, 
erga dominantium exitus suspieionem veneni. Sed cum 
nulla ejus rei extarent indicia, praesertim in ventriculo, 
quod prsecipue a veneno pati solet, is sermo cito evanuit. 



The following translation is an attempt, for the sake of the 
English reader, to give the sense of the original, without 
pretending to reach the force and conciseness of expression 
peculiar to the great writer as well as to the Roman 
language. 

Henry Prince of Wales, eldest son of the king of 
Great Britain, happy in the hopes conceived of him, and 
now happy in his memory, died on the 6th of Nov. 1612, 
to the extreme concern and regret of the whole king- 
dom, being a youth, who had neither offended nor 
satiated the minds of men. He had by the excellence 
of his disposition excited high expectations among great 
numbers of all ranks ; nor had through the shortness of 
his life disappointed them. One capital circumstance 
added to these was the esteem, in which he was com- 
monly held, of being firm to the cause of religion : and 
men of the best judgment were fully persuaded, that his 
life was a great support and security to his father from 
the danger of conspiracies; an evil, against which our 
age has scarce found a remedy; so that the people's love 
of religion and the king overflowed to the prince ; and 
this consideration deservedly heightened the sense of the 
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loss of him. His person was strong and erect ; his 
stature of a middle size ; his limhs well made ; his gait 
and deportment majestic ; his face long and inclining to 
leanness ; his habit of body full; his look grave, and the 
motion of his eyes rather composed than spirited. In his 
countenance were some marks of severity, and in his air 
some appearance of haughtiness. But whoever looked 
beyond these outward circumstances, and addressed and 
softened him with a due respect and seasonable discourse, 
found the prince to be gracious and easy ; so that he 
seemed wholly different in conversation from what he 
was in appearance, and in fact raised in others an opi- 
nion of himself very unlike what his manner would at 
first have suggested. He was unquestionably ambitious 
of commendation and glory, and was strongly affected 
by every appearance of what is good and honourable; 
which in a young man is to be considered as virtue. Arms 
and military- men were highly valued by him ; and he 
breathed himself something warlike. He was much de- 
voted to the magnificence of buildings and works of all 
kinds, though in other respects rather frugal ; and was 
a lover both of antiquity and arts. He shewed hb 
esteem of learning in general more by the countenance 
which he gave to it, than by the time which he spent in 
it. His conduct in respect of morals did him the utmost 
honour; for he was thought exact in the knowledge and 
practice of every duty. His obedience to the king his 
father was wonderfully strict and exemplary: towards 
the queen he behaved with the highest reverence : to ht» 
brother he was indulgent ; and had an intire affection 
for his sister, whom he resembled in person as much m 
that of a young man could the beauty of a virgin. The 
instructors of his younger years (which rarely happens) 
continued high in his favour. In conversation he both 
expected a proper decorum, and practised it. In the 
daily business of life, and the allotment of hours for the 
several offices of it, he was more constant and regular 
than is usual at his age. His affections and passion* 
were not strong, but rather equal than warm. With 
regard to that of love, there was a wonderful silence, 
considering his age, so that he passed that dangerous 
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time of his youth, in the highest fortune, and in a 
vigorous state of health, without any remarkable im- 
putation of gallantry. In his court no person was 
observed to have any ascendant over him, or strong 
interest with him: and even the studies, with Which 
he was most delighted, had rather proper times dttigfiH 
ed them, than were indulged to excess, and were rather 
repeated in their turns, than that any one kind of them 
had the preference of, and controlled the rest : whether 
this arose from the moderation of his temper, and that irt 
a genius not very forward, but ripening by slow d©^ 
grees, it did not yet appear what would be the prevailing 
object of his inclination. He had certainly strong parts, 
and was endued with both curiosity and capacity ; but 
in speech he was slow, and in some measure hesitating. 
But whoever diligently observed what fell from him either 
by way of question or remark, saw it to be full to thg 
purpose, and expressive of no common genius. So that 
under that slowness and infrequency of discourse, his 
judgment had more the appearance of suspense and so- 
licitude to determine rightly, than of weakness and want 
of apprehension. In the mean time he was wonderfully 
patient in hearing, even in business of the greatest 
length ; and this with unwearied attention, so that his 
mind seldom wandered from the subject, or seemed fw- 
tigued, but he applied himself wholly to what was said 
or done : which (if his life had been lengthened) promised 
a very superior degree of prudence. There were indeed 
in the prince some things obscure, and not to be discover^ 
ed by the sagacity of any person, but by time only, which 
was denied him; but what appeared were excellent, 
which is sufficient for his fame. 

He died in the 19th year of his age of an obstinate 
fever, which during the summer, through the excessive 
heat and dryness of the season, unusual to islands, had 
been epidemical, though not fatal, but in autumn be- 
came more mortal. Fame, which, as Tacitus says, is 
more tragical with respect to the deaths of princes, added 
a suspicion of poison : but as no signs of this appeared, 
especially in his stomach, which uses to be chiefly affect- 
ed by poison, this report soon vanished. 
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TO THE KING. 



According to your highness's pleasure signified by my 
lord Chamberlain ', I have considered of the petition of 
certain baronets 1 made unto your majesty for confirmation 
and extent or explanation of certain points mentioned in 
their charter ; and am of opinion, that first, whereas it 
is desired, that the baronets be declared a middle degree 
between baron and knight, I hold this to be reasonable 
as to their placing. 

Secondly, where it is desired, that unto the words 
degree or dignity of baron, the word lionour might be 
added ; I know very well, that in the preface of the ba- 
ronet's patent it is mentioned, that all honours are derived 
from the king. I find also, that in the patent of the 
baronets, which are marshalled under the barons, except 
it be certain principals, the word honour is granted, 
find also, that the word dignity is many times in law 
superior word to the word honour, as being applied to 
the king himself, all capital indictments concluding contra 
coronam et dignitatem nostrum. It is evident also, that 
the words honour and honourable are used in these times 
in common speech very promiscuously. Nevertheli 
because the stile of honour belongs chiefly to peers and 
counsellors, I am doubtful what opinion to give therein. 

Thirdly, wjhereas it is believed, that if there be an; 
question of precedence touching baronets, it may bi 
ordered that the same be decided by the commissioner! 
marshal, I do not see but it may be granted them for 
avoiding disturbances. 

Fourthly, for the precedence of baronets, I find no alter- 
ation or difficulty, except it be in this, that the daughtei 
of baronets are desired to be declared to have precedent 
before the wives of knights eldest sons ; which, becau; 
it is a degree hereditary, and that in all examples, the 

< Thomas Howard, earl of Suffolk. 

■ The order of baronets was created by patent of king James I. da 1 
JSdofMay, 1611. The year following, a decree was made relating! 
place and precedence, and four years after, namely, in 1(316, another 
to the aame purpose. See Selden'a Titlei ef Honour, Part II. Ch. V. p. B!l- 
Ch. XL p. 906, and 910. id Edit. fol. 1631. 
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daughters in general have place next the eldest brothers 
wives, I hold convenient. 

Lastly, whereas it is desired, that the apparent heirs 
males of the bodies of the baronets may be knighted 
during the life of their fathers ; for that I have received 
from the lord Chamberlain a signification, that your ma- 
jesty did so understand it, I humbly subscribe thereunto, 
with this, that the baronets eldest sons being knights do not 
take place of ancient knights, so long as their fathers live. 

All which nevertheless I humbly submit to your ma- 
jesty's better judgment. 

Your Majesty's most humble and most bonnden Servant, 

FR. BACON. 



THE CHARGE AGAINST MR. WHITELOCKE 1 . 

MY LORDS, 

The offence, wherewith Mr. Whitelocke is charged, for 
as to Sir Robert Mansell, I take it to my part only to be 
sorry for his error, is a contempt of a high nature, and 
resting upon two parts : on the one, a presumptuous 

1 He had been committed, in May 1613, to the Fleet, for speaking too 
boldly against the marshal's court, and for giving his opinion to Sir Robert 
Mansell, treasurer of the navy and vice-admiral, that the commission to the 
earl of Nottingham, lord high admiral, for reviewing and reforming the dis- 
orders committed by the officers of the navy, was not according to law; 
though Mr. Whitelocke had given that opinion only in private to his client, 
and not under his hand. Sir Robert Mansell was also committed to the 
Marshalsea, for animating the lord admiral against the commission. [Sir 
Ralph Windwood's Memoriali of State, Vol. III. p."460.] This Mr. Whitelocke 
was probably the same with James Whitelocke, who was born in London, 
28 November, 1572, educated atMerchanNtaylors' school there, and St. John's 
college in .Oxford, and studied law in the Middle Temple, of which he was 
summer reader in 1619. In the preceding year, 1618, he stood for the place 
of recorder of the city of London, but was not elected to it, Robert Heath, 
Esq. being chosen on the 10th of November, chiefly by the recommendation 
of the king, the city having been told, that they must choose none, whom his 
majesty should refuse, as he did in particular except to Mr. Whitelocke by 
name [MS. letter of Mr. Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carleton, November 14, 
1618]. Mr. Whitelocke, however, was called to the degree of serjeant in 
Trinity-term, 1620, knighted, made chief justice of Chester ; and at last, on 
the 18th of October, 1624, one of the justices of the King's Bench ; in which 
post he died June, 1632. He was father of Bulstrode Whitelocke, Esq., 
commissioner of the great seal. 

VOL. VI. L 
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and licentious censure and defying of his majesty's pre- 
rogative in general ; the other a slander and traducement 
of one act or emanation hereof, containing a commission 
of survey and reformation of abuses in the office of the 
navy. 

This offence is fit to be opened and set before your 
lordsliips, as it hath been well begun, both in the true 
state and in the true weight of it. For as I desire, 
the nature of the offence may appear in its true colours : 
so, on the other side, I desire, that the shadow of it 
not darken or involve any thing that is lawful, or agree- 
able with the just and reasonable liberty of the subject. 

First, we must and do agree, that the asking, and 
taking, and giving of counsel in law is an essential part 
of justice ; and to deny that, is to shut the gate of justice, 
which in the Hebrews commonwealth was therefore hekl 
in the gate, to shew all passage to justice must be open 
and certainly counsel in law is one of the passages. But 
yet, for all that, this liberty is not infinite and without 
limits. 

If a jesuited papist should come, and ask counsel (1 
put a case not altogether feigned) whether all the acts 
of parliament made in the time of queen Elizabeth and 
king James are void or no ; because there are no lawful 
bishops sitting in the upper house, and a parliament must 
consist of lords spiritual and temporal and commons ; and 
a lawyer will set it under his hand, that they be all void. 
I will touch him for high treason upon this his counsel. 

So, if a puritan preacher will ask counsel, whether ] 
may stile the king Defender of the Faith, because he r 
ceives not the discipline and presbytery ; and the lawyer 
will tell him, it is no part of the king's stile, it will go 
hard with such a lawyer. 

Or if a tribunitious popular spirit will go and ask a 
lawyer, whether the oath and band of allegiance be to the 
kingdom and crown only, and not to the king, as was 
Hugh Spencer's case, and he deliver his opinion as Hugo 
Spencer did ; he will be in Hugh Spencer's danger. 

So as the privilege of giving counsel proveth not all 
opinions : and as some opinions given are traitorous ; so 
are there others of a much inferior nature, which are con- 
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temptuous. And among these I reckon Mr. Whitelocke's ; 
for as for his loyalty and true heart to the king, God for- 
bid I should doubt it. 

Therefore let no man mistake so far, as to conceive, 
that any lawful and due liberty of the subject for asking 
counsel in law is called in question when points of dis- 
loyalty or of contempt are restrained. Nay, we see it is 
the grace and favour of the king and his courts, that if 
the case be tender, and a wise lawyer in modesty and 
discretion refuseth to be of counsel, for you have lawyers 
sometimes too nice as well as too bold, they are then ruled 
and assigned to be of counsel. For certainly counsel is 
the blind man's guide ; and sorry I am with all my heart, 
that in this case the blind did lead the blind. 

For the offence, for which Mr. Whitelocke is charged, 
I hold it great, and to have, as I said at first, two parts : 
the one a censure, and, as much as in him is, a circling, 
nay a clipping, of the king's prerogative in general ; the 
other, a slander and depravation of the king's power and 
honour in this commission. 

And for the first of these, I consider it again in three 
degrees : first, that he presumed to censure the king's 
prerogative at all. Secondly, that he runneth into the 
generality of it more than was pertinent to the present 
question. And lastly, that he hath erroneously, and falsely, 
and dangerously given opinion in derogation of it. 

First, I make a great difference between the king's 

Slants and ordinary commissions of justice, and the king's 
gh commissions of regiment, or mixed with causes of 
state. 

For the former, there is no doubt but they may be 
freely questioned arid disputed, and any defect in matter 
of form stood upon, though the king be many times the 
adverse party : 

But for the tetter sort, they are rather to be dealt with, 
IF at all, by a modest, and humble intimation or remon- 
strance to his majesty and his council, than by bravery of 
dispute or peremptory opposition. 

Of this kind is that properly to be understood, which 
is said in Bracton, ' De chartis et factis regiis non debent 

l2 
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aut possunt justitiarii ant privatae persons disputare, sed 
tntius est, nt expeetetur sententia regis.' 

And the king's courts themselves have been exceeding 
tender and sparing in it ; so that there is in all our law 
not three cases of it. And in that very case of 24 Ed. 3. 
ass. pi. s. which Mr. Whitelocke vouched, where, as it was 
a commission to arrest a man, and to carry him to prison, 
and to seize his goods without any form of justice or 
examination preceding ; and that the judges saw it was 
obtained by surrcption; yet the judges said they would 
keep it by them, and shew it to the king's council. 

But Mr. Whitelocke did not advise his client to acquaint 
the king's council with it, but presumptuously giveth 
opinion, that it is void. Nay, not so much as a clause at 
passage of modesty, as that he submits his opinion t< 
censure : that it is too great a matter for him to deal in 
or this is my opinion, which is nothing-, &c. But iUotii 
mantbus, he takes it into his hands, and pronounceth oi 
it, as a man would scarcely do of a warrant of a justice 
of peace, and speaks like a dictator, that this is law, and 
this is against law, &c. ' 

' Sir II. Wolton, in n loiter of his to Sir Edmund Bacon [Reliq. 
p. 431. edit. 3d], written about Hie beginning of June, 1613, mentions, that 
Sir Robert Manse II and Mr. Whitelocke were, on the Saturday before, calk* 
|o a very lioiiuiiriilil-.- lurariii!; in tin; qmoii- pnseuce-chamber at Whiteh 
before Ibc lords of the coum ■il, villi intervention ot' the lord chief jmti 

Coke, the lard chief baron i\. .1, and the master of the rolls ■ the In 

chief jus tire nf lln' Kind's lien Hi, I'liiuiiis!, being kcjit at home by some i 
firniity. There the attorney and solicitor first undertook Mr. Whitelocke. 
and the recorder [Henry Montagu], ;is the king's Serjeant, Sir Robert Sf 
Kill, charging the one as a counsellor, the other as a questioner, in mat 
of the kind's pn -ruiMlit e and sovereignty ttjion occasion of a commission in- 
tended for a rr.se ;h-c h into lln 1 admin is trillion of the admiralty. " Whitehwic 
in his answer," adds Sir Henry Wotlon, " speaks more confusedly than was ei- 
pertcd from a lawyer; and the knight more temperately than was expected 
from a soldier .... Whitelocke ended his speech with an absolute confu- 
sion of his own ntlViH'c, am! with a promise of employing himself hereafter 

in defence of the king's prerogative In this they generally agreed, bo 

counsellors ami jnds-es, to represent the humiliation of both the prisoners to 
the king, in lieu of innocency, and to intercede for his gracioiu pardon - 
whlchwas dune, and accordingly the nest day they were inlargcd opon a 
submission under writing." 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 149 

ROBERT EARL OF SOMERSET TO SIR THOMAS OVERBURY \ 
FROM A COPY AMONG LORD BACON'S PAPERS IN THE 
LAMBETH LIBRARY. 

SIR, 

I have considered that my answer to you, and what I 
have otherwise to say, will exceed the bounds of a letter ; 
and now having not much time to use betwixt my waiting 
on the king, and the removes we do make in this our 
little progress, I thought fit to use the same man to you, 
whom I have heretofore many times employed in the 
same business. He has, besides an account and a better 
description of me to give you, to make a repetition of 
the former carriages of all this business, that you may 
distinguish that, which he did by knowledge of mine and 
direction, and betwixt that he did out of his own discre- 
tion without my warrant. With all this he has to renew 
to you a former desire of mine, which was the grouiid- 
'. work of this, and the chief errand of his coming to you, 
wherein I desire your answer by him. I would not employ 
this gentleman to you, if he were, as you conceit of him, 
your unfriend, or an ill instrument betwixt us. So owe 
him the testimony of one, that has spoken as honestly, 
and given more praises of you, than any man, that has 
spoken to me. 

My haste at this time makes me to end sooner than I 
expected : but the subject of my next sending shall be to 
answer that part you give me in your love, with a return 
of the same from 

Your assured loving Friend, 

R. SOMERSET. 

Indorsed, 

Lord Somerset's first letter. « 



TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

Having understood of the death of the lord Chief Jus- 
tice*, I do ground in all humbleness an assured hope, that 

1 He was committed to the Tower on the 31st of April, 1613, and died there 
of poison on the 15th of September following. 
* Sir Thomas Fleming, who died about August, 1613. 
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your majesty will not think of any other but your poor ser- 
vants, your attorney 1 , and your solicitor 1 , one of them, for 
that place. Else we shall be like Noah's dove, not know- 
ing where to rest our feet. For the places of rest, after 
the extreme painful places, wherein we serve, have used 
to be either the lord Chancellor's place, or the masters' 
of the rolls, or the places of the cliief justices : when 
for the first, I could be almost loth to live to see this 
worthy counsellor fail. The mastership of the rolls is 
blocked with a reversion'. My lord Coke is like to out- 
live us both. So as, if tliis turn fail, I for my part knon 
not whither to look. I have served your majesty above 
a prenticehood, full seven years and more, as your so" 
citor, which is, I think, one of the painfullest places 
your kingdom, specially as my employments have been; 
and God hath brought mine own years to fifty-two 
which I think is older than ever any solicitor continue* 
unpreferred. My suit is principally, that you would 
remove Mr. Attorney to the place. If he refuse, then I 
hope your majesty will seek no farther than myself, that 
I may at last, out of your majesty's grace and favour, 
step forwards to a place either of more comfort or more 
ease. Besides, how necessary it is for your majesty to 
strengthen your service amongst the judges by a chief 
justice, which is sure to your prerogative, your majesty 
knoweth. Therefore I cease farther to trouble your ma- 
jesty, humbly craving pardon, and relying wliolly upon 
your goodness and remembrance, and resting in all true 
humbleness, 

Your Majesty'* moat devoted, and faitliful Subject and Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

1 Sir Henry Hobart, who was made lord cliief jn-tice of the common pleu, 
November 26, 1613, in the room of Sir Edward Coke, removed to tlie p«t rf 
lord chief justice of ilie King's Bench, October 25, 

* Sir Francis Bacon himself, who was appointed attorney- general, Oc- 
tober 37, 1613. 

' To Sir Julius Cssar. 
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Reasons why it should be exceeding much for his majesty's 
service to remove the Lord Coke from the place he now 
holdeth 1 to be Chief Justice of England* 9 and the Attorney 1 
to succeed him 9 and the Solicitor 4 the Attorney. 

First, it will strengthen the king's causes greatly amongst 
the judges : for both my lord Coke wiU think himself 
near a privy counsellor's place, and thereupon turn ob- 
sequious ; and the attorney-general, a new man, and a 
grave person, in a judge's place, will come in well to the 
other, and hold him hard to it, not without emulation 
between them, who shall please the king best. 

Secondly, the attorney-general sorteth not so well with 
his present place, being a man timid and scrupulous both 
in parliament and other business, and one, that in a word 
was made fit for the late lord Treasurer's bent, which 
was to do little with much formality and protestation : 
whereas the now solicitor going more roundly to work, 
and being of a quicker and more earnest temper, and 
more effectual in that he dealeth in, is like to recover that 
strength to the king's prerogative, which it hath had in 
times past, and which is due unto it. And for that pur- 
pose there must be brought in to be solicitor some man 
©f courage and speech, and a grounded lawyer ; which 
done, his majesty will speedily find a marvellous change 
in his business. For it is not to purpose for the judges 
to stand well-disposed, except the king's council, which 
is the active and moving part, put the judges well to it ; 
for in a weapon, what is a back without an edge ? 
: Thirdly, the king shall continue and add reputation 
to the attorney's and solicitor's place, by this orderly ad- 
vancement of them ; which two places are the champion's 
places for his rights and prerogative ; and being stripped 
of their expectations and successions to great place, will 
wax vile ; and then his majesty's prerogative goeth down 

1 Of chief justice of the common pleas, having been appointed to that 
office June SO, 1606. 

* He was advanced to that office October 25, 1613. 

* Sir Henry Hobart, who had been appointed attorney-general Jnly 4, 
1606. 

* Sir Francis Bacon, who had been sworn solicitor-general June 25, 1607. 
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the wind. Besides, the remove of my lord Coke to a 
place of less profit, though it he with his will, yet will be 
thought abroad a kind of discipline to him for opposing 
himself in the king's causes ; the example whereof will 
contain others in more awe. 

Lastly, whereas now it is voiced abroad touching the 
supply of places, as if it were a matter of labour, and 
canvass, and money; and other persons are chiefly spoken 
of to be the men, and the great suitors ; this will appear 
to be the king's own act, and is a course so natural and 
regular, as it is without all suspicion of these by-courses, 
to the king's infinite honour. For men say now, the 
king can make good second judges, as he hath dont 
lately ' ; but that is no mastery, because men sue to bt 
kept from these places. But now is the trial in those 
great places, how liis majesty can hold good, where there 
is great suit and means. 



TO THE KING. 



We have, with all possible care and diligence, considered 
Cotton's' cause, the former and the latter, toucliing the 

' Sir Jolin ])(.nidi i ;iI:>l.' wns. made judge of i lie. King's Bench, November 
161B, and Sir Aligns I in Niolir.ds of tin; < 'on mum Ho;;., tile day following. 

* The case, of this gentleman "ill render the did.iil of it necessary for the 
illustration of this letter; arid the circumstances of it, not known 
history, may be thought to deserve the reader's attention. He was a natiit 
of the West of England, and a recusant, against whom a proclamation mw 
issued in June 1013, charging him with high treason against the king: 
state for having published a very scandalous and railing book against 
majesty, under the title of Balaam's Ass, which was dropped in 
at Whitehall. Just at the time of publishing this prod sin at ion, he hnpr. 
to Cross the Thame., and i inquiring of I lie walci-man what ucut f they, » 
knowing him, told him of tin: piwknnafioii. At landing, he muffled hinui 
up in his cloke, to avoid being known ; but bad not gone many paces, wb> 
one Mr. Maine, a friend of his, meeting anil discovering hint, warned him 
his danger; and being asked what he would advise liini In do, recommend" 
it to him to surrender himself : which he did to the earl of Southampton, r 
denied himself tu be the author of the libel : but his study being searched, 

among his pujicrs weir. f. I many p;si t- of l in book, together viiih rolie- ■ '■ 

those persons, who had been executed for the gun-powder treason, 
Sir Everard Digby's fingers, a toe of Thomas Percy, some other part of 
Catesby or Rookewood, and a piece of one of Peter Lambert's ribs. He w«i 
kept prisoner in the Tower till March 10 IB, when the true author of the libel 
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book and the letter in the gilt apple, and have advisedly 
perused and weighed all the examinations and collections 

was discovered to be John Williams, Esq. a barrister of the Middle Temple, 
who had been expelled the house of commons on account of his being a 
papist. The discovery was owing to this accident : a pursuivant in want of 
money, and desirous to get some by his employment, waited at the Spanish 
ambassador*? door, to see if he could light upon any prey. At last came out 
Mr. Williams, unknown to the pursuivant ; but carrying, in his conceit, the 
countenance of a priest. The pursuivant, therefore, followed him to his inn, 
where Williams having mounted his horse, the pursuivant came to him, and 
told him, that he must speak a word or two with him. " Marry, with all my 
heart," said Williams ; " what is your pleasure?" " You must light," answered 
the pursuivant ; "for you are a priest." " A priest?" replied Williams ; " I have 
a good warrant to the contrary, for I have a wife and children." Being, how- 
ever, obliged to dismount, the pursuivant searched him ; and in his pocket 
•was found a bundle of papers sealed up ; which the pursuivant going to open, 
Williams made some resistance, pretending they were evidences of a gen- 
tleman whose law-businesses he transacted. The pursuivant insisting upon 
opening the papers, among them was found Balaam's Ass, with new annota- 
tions ; of which, upon examination, Williams confessed himself to be the 
author. He was brought to trial on the 3d of May, 1619, for writing that 
and another book intitled Speculum Regale ; in both of which he had presumed 
to prophesy, that the king would die in 1621, grounding this prediction on 
the prophecy of Daniel, where the prophet speaks of time and times, and hay 
a time. He farther affirmed, that Antichrist will be revealed when sin shall 
be at the highest ; and then the end is nigh : that such is our time ; sin is 
now at the highest; ergo that the land is the abomination of desolation men- 
tioned by Daniel, and the habitation of devils, and the antimark of Christ's 
Church. Williams's defence was, 1. That what he had written was not with 
any malice or disloyalty of heart towards the king, but purely from affection, 
and by way of caution and admonition, that his majesty might avoid the 
mischiefs likely to befal him ; having added in his book, when he delivered 
the threats of judgment and destruction, which God avert, or such words. 
2. That the matter rested only in opinion and thought, and contained no 
overt act; no rebellion, treason, or other mischief following it. 3. That he 
had inclosed his book in a box sealed up, and secretly conveyed it to the 
king, without ever publishing it. But the court was unanimously of opinion, 
that he was guilty of high treason ; and that the words contained in the libel, 
as cited above, imported the end and destruction of the king and his realm; 
and that antichristianism and false religion were maintained in the said 
realm ; which was a motive to the people to commit treasons, to raise rebel- 
lions, &c. and that the writing of the book was a publication. Reports of 
Henry Rolle, serjeant at law, part II. p. 88. In consequence of this judgment 
he had a sentence of death passed upon him, which was executed over-against 
Charing-Cross two days after. MS. letters of Mr. Thomas Lorkin to Sir 
Thomas Puckering, Bart, dated at London, June the 24th and 30th, 1613, 
and March the 16th, 161 g, and May the 4th and 5th, 1619, among the 
Harleian MSS. Vol. 7002. At his death he adhered to his profession of the 
Roman Catholic religion, and died with great resolution. He prayed for the 
king and prince; and said, that he was sorry for having written so saucily 
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which were formerly taken ; wherein we might attribute 
a good deal of worthy industry and watchful inquiry to 
my lord of Canterbury. We thought fit also to take some 
new examinations ; which was the cause we certified no 
sooner. Upon the whole matter, we find the cause of 
his imprisonment just, and the suspicions and presump- 
tions many and great ; which we little need to mention, 
because your majesty did relate and inforced them to 
in better perfection, than we can express them. Bi 
nevertheless, the proofs seem to us to amount to this, 
that it was possible he should be the man ; and that it 
was probable likewise", he was the man : but no convicting 
proofs, that may satisfy a jury of life and death, or that 
may make us take it upon our conscience, or to think it 
agreeable to your majesty's honour, which next our con- 
science to God, is the dearest thing to us on earth, to 
bring it upon the stage ; which notwithstanding we, in 
all humbleness, submit to your majesty's better judgment 
For his liberty, and the maimer of his delivery, he having 
so many notes of a dangerous man, we leave it to your 
princely wisdom. And so commending your majesty to 
God's precious custody, we rest 

Yonr Majesty's most humble and boumten Servant*, 

FR. BACON. 
H. MONTAGU. 
H. YELVERTON, 
Si Jan. 1613. 

and irreverently ; but pretended that he had an inward wan-ant and pnrti- 
cular illumination to understand certain hard passages of Daniel and the 
Revelation, which made him adventure so far. MS. letter of John Chamber- 
lain, Esq. to Sir Dudley Cnrleton, dated at Loudon, May 8, 1619. 

This case was urged against the teren Luhopi at their trial in king Janet 
II.'s reign by Sir William Williams, rlien solicitor- general, who observe*, 
Trial, p. 76, that it had been made use of by Mr. solicitor- general Finch M 
the trial of Co!. Sidney, and waa the great " case relied upon, and that guide* 
and governed that ca«e ;" though there is nothing of this, that appears in tin 
printed trial of Sidney. 

It is hut justice to the memory of our great antiquary, Sir Robert Cotton, 
Bart, to remark here a mistake of Dr. Thomas Smith in bis life of Sir Robert, 
p. 26, prefixed lo his catalogue of th« Coltonijn library, where he lias coa- 
founded the Cotton, mentioned in the beginning uf Ibis note, with Sir Robert 
Cotton, and erroneously supposed, that the suspicion of having v. 
libel had fallen upon the latter. 




LORD CHANCELLOR RACON'fi LETTERS, ETC 155 

TO JOHN MURRAY 1 OF THE BED7CH AMBER TO THE 

KING \ 

MR- MURRAY, 

I keep the same measure in a proportion with my 
master and with my friend ; which is, that I will never 
deceive them in any thing, which is in my power ; and 
when my power faileth my will, I am sorry. 

Monday is the day appointed for performing his mar 
jesty's commandment. Till then I cannot tell what to 
advise you farther, except it should be this, that in case 
the judges should refuse to take order in it themselves, 
then you must think of some warrant to Mr. Secretary, 
who is your friend, and constant in the businesses, that 
he see forthwith liis majesty's commandment executed, 
touching the double lock ; and, if need be, repair to the 
place, and see by view the manner of keeping the seal ; 
and take order, that there be no stay for working of the 
seal of justice, nor no prejudice to Killegrew's farm, nor 
to the duty of money paid to the chief justice. Whether 
this may require your presence, as you write, that your- 
self can best judge. But of this more, when we have 
received the judges answer. It is my duty, as much as 
in me is, to procure my master to be obeyed. I ever rest 

Your Friend and assured 

FR. BACON. 

January 21, 1614. 

I pray deliver the inclosed letter to his majesty. 

To his very good friend Mr. John Murray, of his majesty's 

bed-chamber. 



TO MR. MURRAY. 

MR. MURRAY, 

My Lord Chancellor, yesterday in my presence, had 
before him the judges of the common pleas, and hath 

1 He was created Viscount of Annan in Scotland, in August, 1622. Nego- 
tiations 0/ Sir Thomas Roe, in his embassy to the Ottoman Porte, p. 93. In 
April, 1624, the lord Annan was created earl of Annandale in Scotland. 
Ibid. p. 250. 

• Tfcw, and the three following letters, are printed from Harl. MSS. 
Vol. 6986. 
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performed his majesty's royal command in a very worthy 
fashion, such as was fit for our master's greatness ; and 
because the king may know it, I send you the inclosed. 
This seemeth to have wrought the effect desired; for 
presently I sent for Sir Richard Cox 1 , and willed him 
to present himself to my lord Hobart, and signify his 
readiness to attend. He came back to me, and told me, 
all things went on. I know not what afterwards may be ; 
but I think this long chace is at an end. I ever rest 

Your's assured, 

FR. BACON. 

January 25, 1614. 



TO MR. MURRAY. 

MR. MURRAY, 

I pray deliver the inclosed to his majesty, and have 
care of the letter afterwards. I have written also to his 
majesty about your reference to this purpose, that if you 
can get power over the whole title, it may be safe for 
his majesty to assent, that you may try the right upon 
the deed. This is the farthest I can go. I ever rest 

Your's assured, 

FR. BACON. 

February 28, 1614. 



TO THE KING. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I send your majesty inclosed, a copy of our last exami- 
nation of Peacham*, taken the 10th of this present; 

1 He was one of the masters of the green cloth, and had had a quarrel at 
court during the Christmas holy-days of the year 1614, with Sir Thomas 
Erskine ; which quarrel was made up by the lords of the marshal's court, 
Sir Richard being obliged to pnt up with very foul words. MS. letter of 
Mr. Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carleton, January 12, 161$. 

* Edmund Peacham, a minister in Somersetshire [MS. letter of Mr. Cham- 
berlain, dated January 5. 161 fl. I find one of both his names, who was 
instituted into the vicarage of Ridge in Hertfordshire, July 22, 1581, and re- 
signed it in 1587. [Newcourt, Repertor. Vol. I. p. 864.] Mr. Peacham was 
committed to the Tower for inserting several treasonable passages in a ser- 
mon never preached, nor, as Mr. Justice Croke remarks in his Reports daring 
the reign of king Charles I., p. 135, ever intended to be preached. Mr. Cham- 
berlain, in a letter of the 9th of February, 161 J, to Sir Dudley Carleton, 
mentions Mr. Peachani's having been " stretched already, though he be an 
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whereby your majesty may perceive, that this miscreant 
wretch goeth back from all, and denieth his hand and all. 
No doubt, being fully of belief, that he should go pre- 
sently down to his trial, he meant now to repeat his part, 
which he purposed to play in the country, which was to 
deny all. But your majesty in your wisdom perceiveth, 
that this denial of his hand, being not possible to be 
counterfeited, and to be sworn by Adams, and so oft by 
himself formerly confessed and admitted, could not mend 
his case before any jury in the world, but rather aggra- 
vateth it by his notorious impudency and falshood, and 
will make him more odious. He never deceived me ; 
for when others had hopes of discovery, and thought 
time well spent that way, I told your majesty pereuntibus 
mille figures ; and that he now did but turn himself into 
divers shapes, to save or delay his punishment. And there- 
fore submitting myself to your majesty's high wisdom, I 
think myself bound in conscience to put your majesty in 

old man, and, they say, much above threescore : but they could wring no- 
thing out of him more than they had at first in his papers. Yet the king is 
extremely incensed against him, and will have him prosecuted to the utter- 
most." In another letter, dated February 23, we are informed, that the king, 
since his coming to London on the 15th, had had " the opinion of the judges 
severally in Peacham's case ; and it is said, that most of them concur to find 
it treason : yet my lord chief justice [Coke] is for the contrary ; and if the 
lord Hobart, that rides the western circuit, can be drawn to jump with his 
colleagne, the chief baron [Tanfield], it is thought he shall be sent down to 
be" tried, and trussed up in Somersetshire." In a letter of the 2d of March, 
161$, Mr. Chamberlain writes, " Peacham's trial at the western assizes is 
put off, and his journey stayed, though Sir Randall Crew, the king's serjeant, 
and Sir Henry Yelverton, the solicitor, were ready to go to horse to have 
waited on him there." " Peacham, the minister," adds he in a letter of the 
15th of Jnly, 1615, " that bath been this twelvemonth in the Tower, is sent 
down to be tried for treason in Somersetshire before the lord chief baron and 
Sir Henry Montagu the recorder. The lord Hobart gave over that circuit 
the last assizes. Sir Randall Crew and Sir Henry Yelverton, the king's ser- 
jeant and solicitor, are sent down to prosecute the trial.'* The event of this 
trial, which was on the 7th of August, appears from Mr. Chamberlain's letter 
of the 14th of that month, wherein, it is said, that " seven knights were taken 
from the bench, and appointed to be of the jury. He defended himself very 
simply, but obstinately and doggedly enough. But his offence was so foul 
and scandalous, that he was condemned of high treason ; yet not hitherto 
executed, nor perhaps shall be, if he have the grace to submit himself, and 
shew some remorse." He died, as appears from another letter of the 27th of 
March, 1616, in the jail at Taunton, where he was said to have " left behind 
a most wicked and desperate writing, worse than that he was convicted 
for." 
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remembrance, whether Sir John Sydenham ' shall be de- 
tained upon this man's impeaching, in whom there is no 
truth. Notwithstanding, that farther inquiry be made 
of this other Peacham, and that information and light 
be taken from Mr. Poidet * and his servants, I hold it, as 
things are, necessary. God preserve your majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble and devoted Subject and Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

March 12, 1614. 



Supplement of two passages omitted in the edition of Sir 
Francis Bacon's speech in the King's Bench, against 
Owen*, as printed in his works. After the words [it is 
bottomless] in the paragraph beginning [For the reason 

itself, which is the second point, etc.] add 

[\ said in the beginning, that this treason in the na- 
ture of it was old. It is not of the treasons, whereof it 
may be said from the beginning it was not so. You are 
indicted, Owen, not upon any statute made against the 
Pope s supremacy, or other matters, that have reference 
to religion ; but merely upon that law, which was born 
with the kingdom, and was law even in superstitious 
times, when the pope was received. The compassing and 
imagining of the king's death was treason. The statute 
of the 25th of Edward III. which was but declaratory, 
begins with this article, as the capital of capitals in trea- 

1 He had beeu confronted about the end of February, or beginning of 
March, \$\\y with Mr. Peacham. about certain speeches, which had formerly 
pa>*ed betweeu them. MS. letter of' Mr. Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carle* 
ton, from London. March ?. Ictf. 

9 John Ponlet. Esq.. knight of the shire for the county of Somerset in the 
parliament, which met April 3. lot-*. He was created lord Poalet of Heafiaa 
St. tieorget Jane £$. t£>7. 

* He was ot' the r&inity ai that name at Godstow in Oxfordshire [CiamVnt 
-dlamtJt* K«yi* Jtawi 1. p. fi\ He was a younsc man, who had been in Spain; 
and was condemned at the Kio«^ Bench, on Wednesday. May 17. 1615 
•* roc diver* most *ile aud traiterons speeches confessed and sabseribed with 
hi* own hand ; aa. among others, that it was as mwrai tor an* man to> kRI a 
ting exommmitumted. as tor the hangman to execute a condemned person. 
He coold *a> hrcle lor himsetr. *w in mauu-.>minc? ot his desperate poertmna, 
but only that he meant it not by the kin*, and be holds him not e\i 
cat*.*' MS* letter of Mr Chamberlain w Sir Dudley Carieton, famt 
May *tf. i*i>. 
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son, and of all others the most odious and the most 
perilous.] And so the civil law, etc. 

At the conclusion of his speech after the words [the 
duke of Anjou, and the papists*] add 

[[As for subjects, I see not, or ever could discern, but 
that by infallible consequence, it is the case of all sub- 
jects and people, as well as of kings ; for it is all one 
reason, that a bishop, upon an excommunication of a 
private man, may give his lands and goods in spoil, or 
cause him to be slaughtered, as for the pope to do it to- 
wards a king ; and for a bishop to absolve the son from 
duty to the father, as for the pope to absolve the subject 
from his allegiance to his king. And this is not my in- 
ference, but the very affirmative of pope Urban the 
second, who in a brief to Godfrey, bishop of Luca, hath 
these very words, which cardinal Baronius reciteth in his 
Annals, Tom. XL p. 802. ' Non illos homicidas arbitra- 
mur, qui adversus excommunicates zelo catholicae matris 
ardentes eorum quoslibet trucidare contigerit,' speaking 
generally of all excommunications. J 



TO MR. MURRAY 1 . 



GOOD MR. MURRAY, 

According* to hi& majesty's pleasure by you signified 
unto me, we have attended my lord Chancellor*, my 
lord Treasurer 3 , and Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 4 , 
concerning Sir Gilbert Houghton's patent stayed at the 
seal ; and we have acquainted them with the grounds 
and state of the suit, to justify them, that it was just and 
beneficial to his majesty. And for any thing we could 
perceive by any objection or reply they made, we left 
them in good opinion of the same, with this, that because 
my lord Chancellor, by the advice as it seemeth of the 
other two, had acquainted the council-table, for so many 
as were then present, with that suit amongst others, they 
thought fit to stay till his majesty's coming to town, being 

» Harl. MSS> Vol* 6986. 

* Ellesmere. 

* Thomas Howard, earl of Suffolk. 

4 Sir Fulk Grevile, advanced to that post October 1, 1614, in the room of 
Sir Julius Caesar, made master of the rolls. 
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at hand, to understand his farther pleasure. We pur- 
pose, upon his majesty's coming, to attend his majesty. 
to give him a more particular account of this business, 
and some other. Meanwhile, finding his majesty to have 
care of the matter, we thought it our duty to return tliis 
answer to you in discharge of his majesty's direction. 
We remain, 

Your assured Friends, 

FRANCIS BACON. 
July 6ih, 1615. HENRY YELVERTON. 



SIR FRANCIS BACON, TO LORD NORRIS, IN ANSWER TO 
HIM'. 

I am sorry of your misfortune ; and for any thing, that 
is within mine own command, your lordship may expect 
no other than the respects of him, that forgetteth not 
your lordship is to him a near ally, and an ancient i 
quaintance, client, and friend. For that, which n 
concern my place, which governeth me, and not I it ; 
any thing he demanded at my hands or directed, or tl 
I am ex officio to do any thing ; if, I say, it come to an] 
of these three ; for as yet I am a stranger to the business 
yet saving my duties, which I will never live to violate, 
your lordship shall find, that I will observe those degrees 
and limitations of proceeding, winch helongeth to him 
that knoweth well he serveth a clement and mercifu 
master, and that in his own nature shall ever incline to 
the more benign part ; and that knoweth also what " 
longeth to nobility, and to a house of such merit 
reputation, as the lord Norris is come from. And e 
so I remain, 

Your Lordship's very loving Friend, 



TO THE KING . 



I received this very day,in the forenoon, your majesty's 
several directions toucliing your cause prosecuted by m' 
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lord Himsdon ' as your fanner. Your first direction was 
by Sir Christopher Parkins, that the day appointed for 
the judicial sentence should hold : and if my lord chief 
justice, upon my repair to him, should let me know, that 
he could not be present, then my lord chancellor should 
proceed, calling to him my lord Hobart, except he should 
be excepted to ; and then some other judge by consent. 
For the latter part of this your direction, I suppose, 
there would have been no difficulty in admitting my lord 
Hobart ; for after he had assisted at so many hearings, 
it would have been too late to except to him. But then 
your majesty's second and later direction, which was de- 
livered unto me from the earl of Arundel, as by word of 
mouth, but so as he had set down a remembrance thereof 
in writing freshly after the signification of his pleasure, 
was to this effect, that before any proceeding in the 
chancery, there should he a conference had between my 
lord chancellor, my lord chief justice, and myself, how 
your majesty's interest might be secured. This later 
direction I acquainted my lord chancellor with ; and 
finding an impossibility, that this conference should be 
had before to-morrow, my lord thought good, that the 
day be put over, taking no occasion thereof other than 
this, that in a cause of so great weight it was fit for him 
to confer with his assistants, before he gave any decree 
or final order. After such time as I have conferred with 
my lords, according to your commandment, I will give 
your majesty account with speed of the conclusion of 
that conference. 

Farther, I think fit to let your majesty know, that in 
my opinion I hold it a fit time to proceed in the business 
of the Rege inconsulto, which is appointed for Monday. 
I did think these greater causes would have come to 
period or pause sooner : but now they are in the height, 
and to have so great a matter as this of the Rege incon- 
sulto handled, when men do aliud agere, I think it no 
proper time. Besides, your majesty in your great wisdom 
knoweth, that this business of Mr. Murray's is somewhat 
against the stream of the judges inclination : and it is no 

1 John Carey, Baron of Himsdon. He died in April, 1617. 
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part of a skilful mariner to sail on against a tide, when 
the tide is at strongest. If your majesty be pleased to 
write to my lord Coke, that you would have the business 
of the Rege inconsulfo receive a hearing, when he should 
be animo sedato et libero, and not in the midst of his 
assiduous and incessant cares and industries in other prac- 
tices, I think your majesty shall do your service right. 
Howsoever, I will be provided against the day. 

Thus praying God for your happy preservation, where- 
of God giveth you so many great pledges, 

I rest your Majesty's most humble iinrl devoted Subject and Servant, 

FR. BACOl 

November 17, 1615. 



Innovations introduced into the laws and government'. 



1. The ecclesiastical 
commission. 



2. Against the pro- 
vincial councils. 



3. Against the star- 
chamber for levy- 
ing " 



In this he prevailed, and the 
commission was pared, and namely 
the point of alimony left out, where- 
by wives are left wholly to the 
tyranny of their husbands. This 
point, and some others, may re- 
quire a review, and is fit to he re- 
stored to the commission. 

In this he prevailed in such sort, 
as the precedents are continually 
suitors for the enlargement of the 
instructions, sometimes in one 
point, sometimes in another ; and 
the jurisdictions grow into con- 
tempt, and more would, if the lord 
chancellor did not strengthen them 
by injunctions, where they exceed 
not their instructions. 

In this he was over-ruled by 
the sentence of the court ; but lie 
bent all his strength and wits to 
have prevailed ; and so did the 
other judges by long and laborious 
arguments : and if they had pre- 
designed against the lord chief justice Coke. 



4. Against the ad- 
miralty. 
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vailed, the authority of the court 
had been overthrown. But the 
plurality of the court took more 
regard to their own precedents, 
than to the judges opinion. 

In this he prevaileth, for pro- 
hibitions fly continually; and many 
times are cause of long suits, to 
the discontent of foreign ambas- 
sadors, and the king's dishonour 
and trouble by their remon- 
strances. 

5. Against the court This is new, and would be forth- 
of the duchy of with restrained, and the others 
Lancaster prohi- settled. 

bitions go; and 
the like may do 
to the court of 
wards and exche- 
quer. 

6. Against the court 
of requests. 

7. Against the chan- 
cery for decrees 
after judgment. 

8. Praemunire for 
suits in the chan- 
cery. 



9; Disputed in the 
common pleas, 
whether that court 
may grant a pro- 
hibition to stay 
suits in the chan- 
cery, and time 
given to search 
for precedent. 

W. Against the new 



In this he prevaileth ; and this 
but lately brought in question. 

In this his majesty hath made 
an establishment : and he hath not 
prevailed, but made a great rtoise 
and trouble. 

This his majesty hath also esta- 
blished, being a strange attempt 
to make the chancellor sit under 
a hatchet, instead of the king's 
arms. 

This was but a bravery, and 
dieth of itself, especially the au- 
thority of the chancery by his 
majesty's late proceedings being 
so well established. 



This in good time was over- 
m 2 
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boroughs in Ire- ruled by the voice of eight judgi 
land. of ten, after they had heard your 

attorney. And had it prevailed, 
it had overthrown the parliament 
of Ireland, which would have been 
imputed to a fear in this state to 
have proceeded ; and so his ma- 
jesty's authority and reputation 
lost in that kingdom. 
1 1. Against the This is yet subjiulice : but if it 
writs Dom. Rege should prevail, it maketh the 



11 r 
■d. 



incousulto. 



12. Against contri- 
bution, that it 
was not law nei- 
ther to levy it, nor 
to move for it. 



13. Peacham's case. 



14. Owen's case. 






judges absolute over the patents of 
the king, be they of power and 
profit, contrary to the ancient and 
ever continued law of the crown ; 
which doth call those causes before 
the king himself, as he is repre- 
sented in chancery. 

In this he prevailed, and gave 
opinion, that the king by his great 
seal could not so much as move 
any his subjects for benevolence. 
But this he retracted after in the 
star-chamber ; but it marred the 
benevolence in the mean time. 

In this, for as much as in him 
was, and in the court of king's- 
bench, he prevailed, though it was 
holpen by the good service of 
others. But the opinion, wliich 
he held, amounted in effect to this, 
that no word of scandal or defama- 
tion, importing that the king was 
utterly unable or unworthy to go- 
vern, were treason, except they 
disabled his title, &c. 

In this we prevailed with him 
to give opinion it was treason : 
but then it was upon a conceit of 
his own, that was no less danger- 
ous, than if he had given his opinion 
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against the king : for he proclaim- 
ed the king excommunicate in 
respect of the anniversary bulls of 
Ccena Domini, which was to ex- 
pose his person to the fury of any 
jesuited conspirator. 

By this the intent of the statute 
of 21 Henry VIII. is frustrated ; 
for there is no benefice of so small 
an improved value as 8/. by that 
kind of rating. For this the judges 
may be assembled in the exchequer 
for a conference. 

The practice hath gone against 
this ; and it is fit, the suit be where 
the probate is. And this served 
but to put a pique between the 
archbishops courts and the bishops 
courts. This may be again pro- 
pounded upon a conference of the 
judges. 



15. The value of be- 
nefices not to be 
according to the 
tax in the king's 
book of taxes. 



16. Suits for lega- 
cies ought to be 
in their proper di- 
oceses, and not in 
the prerogative 
court; although 
the will be proved 
in the preroga- 
tive court upon 
bona notabilia in 
several dioceses, 
commendams,^*c. 



TO SIR GEORGE VILLIERS. 



SIR, 



The message, which I received from you by Mr. Shute, 
hath bred in me such belief and confidence, as I will now 
wholly rely upon your excellent and happy self. When 
persons of greatness and quality begin speech with me 
of the matter, and offer me their good offices, I can but 
answer them civilly. But those things are bu£ toys : I 
am yours surer to you than to my own life ; for, as they 
speak of the Turquois stone in a ring, I will break into 
twenty pieces, before you have the least fall. God keep 
you ever. 

Your truest Servant, 

FR. BACON. 
Feb. 15, 1615. 



My lord Chancellor is prettily amended. I was with 
him yesterday almost half an hour. He used me with 
wonderful tokens of kindness. We both wept, which I 
do not often. 
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A letter to Sir G. Viltiers touching a message brought to 
him by Mr. Shute, of a promise of the vfmneellor"s p/orc. 



SIR FRANCIS BACON TO SIR GEORGE VILLIERS*, 

Touching the examination of Sir Robert Cotton upon sonic 
information of Sir John Digby 1 . 

I received your letter yesterday towards the evening, 
being the 8th of this present, together with the interro- 
gatory included, which Ms majesty hath framed, not only 
with a great deal of judgment what to interrogate, but 
in a wise and apt order ; for I do find that the degrees 
of questions are of great efficacy in examination. I re- 
ceived also notice and direction by your letter, that Sir 
Robert Cotton was first thoroughly to be examined ; 
which indeed was a thing most necessary to begin with 
and that for that purpose Sir John Digby was to inform 
my lord chancellor of such points, as he conceived to be 
material ; and that I likewise should take a full account 
for my lord chief justice of all Sir Robert Cotton's pre- 
cedent examinations. It was my part then to take care, 
that that, which his majesty had so well directed and 
expressed, should be accordingly performed without loss 
of time. For which purpose, having soon after the re- 
ceipt of your letter received a letter from my lord 

1 From an old manuscript in my possession, intitled A Book of Letter* i 
Sir i'Vuncu Bacon. 

* Secretary Winwood, in a private letter to Sir Thomas Edmondes, printed 
in the Historical View 0/ the Negotiations between the Court* »f England. 
Franei,and Brussels, p. :)*>2, mentions, that then: was great expectation, 

Sir John Dighy, just tlien relumed from Spain, where he had bsro am 

aador, could charge the earl of Somerset with some treasons and plait with 
Spain. " To the Ving," adds Sir Ralph, " as yet he hath used no other lan- 
guage, but that, having served in a place of honour, it would ill become bin 
to be an acctiser. Legally or criminally he can say nothing : yet this he says 
and hath written, that ail his private dispatches, wherein he most discovered 
the practices of Spain, and their intelligences, were presently 
Spain ; which could not be but by Lhe treachery of Somerset." 



r 
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eellor, that he appointed Sir John Digby to be with him 
at two of the clock in the afternoon, as this day, and 
required my presence, I spent the meantime, being this 
forenoon, in receiving the precedent examinations of Sir 
Robert Cotton from my lord chief justice, and perusing 
of them ; and accordingly attended my lord chancellor at 
the hour appointed, where I found Sir John Digby. 

At this meeting it was the endeavour of my lord chan- 
cellor and myself to take such light from Sir John Digby, 
as might evidence first the examination of Sir Robert 
Cotton ; and then to the many examinations of Somerset ; 
wherein we found Sir John Digby ready and willing to 
discover unto us what he knew ; and he had also, by the 
lord chancellor's direction, prepared some heads of exa- 
mination in writing for Sir Robert Cotton ; of all which 
use shall be made for his majesty's service, as is fit. 
Howbeit, for so much as did concern the practice of con- 
veying the prince into Spain, or the Spanish pensions, he 
was somewhat reserved upon this ground, that they were 
tilings his majesty knew, and tlungs, which by some 
former commandment from his majesty he was restrained 
to keep in silence, and that he conceived they could be 
no ways applied to Somerset. Wherefore it was not fit 
to press him beyond that, which he conceived to be liis 
warrant, before we had known his majesty's farther plea- 
sure ; whieh I pray you return unto us with all convenient 
speed. I for my part am in no appetite for secrets ; but 
nevertheless seeing his majesty's great trust towards me, 
wherein I shall never deceive him ; and that I find the 
chancellor of the same opinion, I do think it were good 
my lord chancellor chiefly and myself were made ac- 
quainted with the persons and the particulars ; not only 
because it may import his majesty's service otherwise, 
but also because to my understanding, for therein I do 
not much rely upon Sir John Digby's judgment, it may 
have a great connection with the examination of Somer- 
set, considering his mercenary nature, his great under- 
taking for Spain in the match, and liis favour with his 
majesty ; and therefore the circumstances of other pen- 
sions given cannot but tend to discover whether he were 
pensioner or no. 



: 

ft 
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But herein no time is lost ; for ray lord chancellor, who 
is willing, even beyond his strength, to lose no moment 
for his majesty's service, hath appointed me to attend him 
Thursday morning for the examination of Sir Robert 
Cotton, leaving to-morrow for council-business to my 
lord, and to me for considering of fit articles for Sir 
Robert Cotton. 

10 April, 1616. 



MR. T0B1E MATTHEW" TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

The notice I have from my lord Roos, Sir Henry Good- 
ere, and other friends, of the extreme obligation, wherein I 
continue towards you, together with the conscience I have 
of the knowledge, how dearly and truly 1 honour and 
love you, and daily pray, that you may rise to that height, 
which the state, wherein you live, can give you, hath 
taken away the wings of fear, whereby I was almost 
carried away from daring to importune you in this kind. 
But I know how good you have always been, and are 
still, towards me ; or rather because I am not able to 
comprehend how much it is, I will presume there is 
enough for any use, whereupon an honest humble servant 
may employ it. 

It imports the business of my poor estate, that I be 
restored to my country for some time ; and I have divers 
friends in that court, who will further my desire thereof, 
and particularly Mr. secretary Lake and my lord Roos, 
whom I have desired to confer with you about it. But 
nothing can be done therein, unless my lord of Canter- 
bury 1 may be made propitious, or at least not averse 

1 Sod of Dr.Tobie Matthew, archbishop of York. He was bom at Oxford 
in l, r >78, while his father wai dean of Christ-church, and educated there. 
During liis travels abroad, he was seduced to the Romish religion by Father 
Parsons. This occasioned his living out of his own country from the year 
16DT to 1617, when he had leave to return to England. He was again ordered 
to leave it in October, 1618 ; but in 1622 was recalled to assist in the match 
with Spain: and on account of bis endeavours to promote it, was knighted 
by king James I. at Royston, on the 10th of October, 1613. He translated 
into Italian Sir Francis Bacon's Euayt, and died at Ghent in Flanders, 
October 13th, 1655. N.S. 

■ J)r. George Abbot. 
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nor do I know in the world how to charm him but by 
the music of your tongue. I beseech you, Sir, lose some 
minutes upon me, which I shall be glad to pay by whole 
years of service ; and call to mind, if it please you, the 
last speech you made me, that if I should continue as I 
then was, and neither prove ill-affected to the state, nor 
become otherwise than a mere secular man in my religion, 
you would be pleased to negotiate for my return. On 
my part the conditions are performed ; and it remains, 
that you do the like : nor can I doubt but that the noble- 
ness of your nature, which loves nothing in the world so 
well as to be doing of good, can descend from being the 
attorney-general to a great king, to be solicitor for one 
of the meanest subjects that he hath. 

I send my letter to my lord's grace open, that before 
you seal it, if you shall think fit to seal it, and rather 
not to deliver it open, you may see the reasons that I 
have ; which, if I be not partial, are very pregnant. Al- 
though I confess, that till it was now very lately mentioned 
to me by some honourable friends, who have already pro- 
cured to disimpression his majesty of some hard conceit 
he had me in, I did not greatly think thereof; and now 
I am full of hope, that I shall prevail. For supposing, 
that my lord of Canterbury's mind is but made of iron, 
the adamant of your persuasion will have power to draw 
it. It may please you either to send a present answer 
hereunto ; or, since I am not worthy of so much favour, 
to tell either of those honourable persons aforenamed what 
the answer is, that accordingly they may co-operate. 

This letter goes by Sir Edward Parham, a gentleman, 
whom I have been much beholding to. I know him to 
be a perfect honest man ; and since, I protest, I had 
rather die than deceive you, I will humbly pray, that he 
may rather receive favour from you, than otherwise, when 
he shall come in your way, which at one time or other 
all the world there must do. And I shall acknowledge 
myself much bound to you, as being enabled by this 
means to pay many of my debts to him. 

I presume to send you the copy of a piece of a letter, 
which Galileo, of whom, I am sure, you have heard, 
wrote to a monk of my acquaintance in Italy, about 
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the answering of that place in Joshua, which concerns 
the sun's standing still, and approving thereby the pre- 
tended falshood of Copernicus's opinion. The letter was 
written by occasion of the opposition, which some few 
in Italy did make against Galileo, as if he went about 
to establish that by experiments, which appears to be 
contrary to Holy Scripture. But he makes it appear 
the while by this piece of a letter, which I send you, 
that if that passage of Scripture doth expressly favour 
either side, it is for the affirmative of Copernicus's opi- 
nion, and for the negative of Aristotle's. To an attor- 
ney-general in the midst of a town, and such a one, as 
is employed in the weightiest affairs of the kingdom, it 
might seem unseasonable for me to interrupt you with 
matter of this nature. But I know well enough in how 
high account you have the truth of things ; and that no 
day can pass, wherein you give not liberty to your wise 
thoughts of looking upon the works of nature. It may 
please you to pardon the so much trouble which I give 
you in this kind ; though yet, I confess, I do not de- 
serve a pardon, because I find not in myself a purpose 
of forbearing to do the like hereafter. I most humbly 
kiss your hand. 

Your most faithful anil affectionate Servant, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 
Brussels, this *lat of April, 1616. 



SIR FRANCIS BACON TO THE JUDGES '. 

It is the king's express pleasure, that because his 
majesty's time would not serve to have conference with 
your lordship and his judges touching his cause of com- 
raendams at his last being in town, in regard of his 
majesty's other most weighty occasions ; and for that his 
majesty holdeth it necessary, upon the report, which 
my lord of Winchester, who was present at the last 
argument by his majesty's royal commandment, made 
to his majesty, that his majesty be first consulted with, 
ere there be any further proceeding by argument by 



' From the collections of the laic Robert 5tonh. 
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any of the judges or otherwise : Therefore, that the day 
appointed for the farther proceeding by argument of the 
judges in that case be put off till his majesty's farther 
pleasure be known upon consulting him ; and to that 
end, that your lordship forthwith signify his command- 
ment to the rest of the judges ; whereof your lordship 
may not fail. And so I leave your lordship to God's 
goodness. 

Your loving friend to command, 

FR. BACON. 

This Thursday at afternoon, the 
25th of April, 1616. 



Questions legal for the Judges [in the case of the Earl and 

Countess of Somerset], 

Whether the ax is to be carried before the prisoner, 
being in the case of felony ? 

Whether, if the lady make any digression to clear his 
lordship, she is not by the lord Steward to be interrupt- 
ed and silenced ? 

Whether, if my lord of Somerset should break forth 
into any speech of taxing the king, he be not presently 
by the lord Steward to be interrupted and silenced; 
and, if he persist, he be not to be told, that if he take 
that course, he is to be withdrawn, and evidence to be 
given in his absence ? And whether that may be ; and 
what else to be done ? 

Whether if there should be twelve votes to condemn, 
and twelve or thirteen to acquit, it be not a verdict for 
the king? 

Questions of Convenience^ whereupon his Majesty may con* 

fer with some of his Council. 

Whether, if Somerset confess at any time before 
his trial, his majesty shall stay trial in respect of farther 
examination concerning practice of treason, as the death 
of the late prince, the conveying into Spain of the now 
prince, or the like; for till he confess the less crime, 
there is [W] likelihood of confessing the greater ? 

Whether, if the trial upon that reason shall be put 
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off, it shall be discharged privately by dissolving the 
commission, or discharging the summons ? Or whether 
it shall not be done in open court, the peers being met, 
and the solemnity and celebrity preserved ; and that with 
some declaration of the cause of putting off the farther 
proceeding ? 

Whether the days of her trial and his shall be im- 
mediate, as it is now appointed ; or a day between, to 
see, if, after condemnation, the lady will confess of this 
lord; which done, there is no doubt but he will confess 
of himself? 

Whether his trial shall not be set first, and hers after, 
because then any conceit, which may be wrought by her 
clearing of liim, may be prevented ; and it may be he 
will be in the better temper, hoping of his own clearing, 
and of her respiting 1 

What shall be the days ; for Thursday and Friday 
can hardly hold in respect of the summons ; and it may 
be as well Friday and Saturday, or Monday and Tues- 
day, as London makes it already 1 



A particular remembrance for his Majesty. 
It were good, that after he is come into the Hall, so 
that he may perceive he must go to trial, and shall be 
retired into the place appointed, till the court call for 
him, then the lieutenant should tell him roundly, that 
if in his speeches he shall tax the king ', tliat the justice 

1 The king's apprehension of being faxed by the earl of Somerset on 
trial, though for what is not known, accounts in some measure for 
majesty's extreme uneasiness of mini) till that trial was over, and for 
management used by Sir Francis ft aeon in particular, as appears from 
letters, to prevail upon the earl to submit to be tried, and to keep him u 
temper during his trial, test he, as the king expressed it in an apostile 
Sir Francis's letter of the 88th of April, 16X6, upon the me part commit I 
pardonable errors, and I on the other Mem to punish him in the spirit of rertngi. 
See more on this subject in Mr. Mallet's Life of the lord chancellor B« 
who closes his remarks with a reference to a letter of Somerset to the I 
printed in the Cabala, and written in an high style of expos lulatiotl, 
shewing, through the affected obscurity of some expressions, that there 
an important secret in his keeping, of which his majesty dreaded a 
covery. The carl and his lady were released from their confinement in 
Tower in January, 162], the latter dying August 13, 1652, leaving 
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of England is, that he shall be taken away, and the evi- 
dence shall go on without him ; and then all the people 
will cry away with him; and then it shall not be in the 
king's will to save his life, the people will be so set on 
fire. 

Indorsed, 

Memorial touching the course to be had in my lord of 

Somersets arraignment. 



The Heads of the Charge against Robert Earl of Somerset. 
Apostyle of the 



King. 
Ye will doe well 
to remember lyke- 
wayes in your pre- 
amble, that insigne, 
that the only zeal 
to justice maketh 
me take this course. 
I have commandit 
you not to expatiate, 
nor digresse upon 
any other points, 
that rnaye not serve 
clearlie for pro- 
bation or induce- 
ment of that point, 
quhairof he is ac- 
cused. 



First it is meant, that Somer- 
set shall not be charged with 
any thing by way of aggravation, 
otherwise than as conduceth to 
the proof of the impoisonment. 

For the proofs themselves, they 
•are distributed into four : v 

The first to prove the malice, 
which Somerset bore to Overbury, 
which was the motive and ground 
of the impoisonment. 

The second is to prove the 
preparations unto the impoison- 
ment, by plotting his imprison- 
ment, placing his keepers, stop- 
ping access of friends, etc. 

The third is the acts of the 
impoisonments themselves. 

And the fourth is acts subse- 
quent, which do vehemently argue 
him to be guilty of the impoison- 
ment. 
For the first two heads, upon conference, whereunto 
I called serjeant Montagu and Serjeant Crew, I have 

daughter Anne, then sixteen years of age, afterwards married to William 
lord Rassel, afterwards earl, and at last duke of Bedford. The earl of 
Somerset survived his lady several years, and died in July, 1645, being 
interred on the 17th of that month in the church of St. Paul's, Covent- 
Oarden. . 
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taken them two heads to myself; the third I have allot- 
ted to serjeant Montagu ; and the fourth to serjeant 
Crew. 

In the first of these, to my understanding, is the only 
tenderness : for on the one side, it is most necessary ti 
lay a foundation, that the malice was a deep malice, 
mixed with fear, and not only matter of revenge ujh 
his lordship's quarrel : for periadum periatlo ■viucitur 
and the malice must have a proportion to the effect o 
it, which was the impoisonment : so that if this found) 
tion be not laid, all the evidence is weakened. 

On the other side, if I charge him, or could charge 
him, by way of aggravation, with matters tending I 
disloyalty or treason, then he is like to grow desperate. 

Therefore I shall now set down perspicuously whi 
course I mean to hold, that your majesty may be please 
to direct and correct it, preserving the strength of tin 
evidence : und this I shall now do, but shortly and wit! 
out ornament. 

First, 1 shall read some passages of Overbury's letters 
namely these : " Is this thermit of nine years love, corn 
mon secrets, and common dangers ?" In another letter : 
" Do not drive me to extremity to do that, which yo» 
and I shall be sorry for." In another letter : " Can yoi 
forget him, between whom such secrets of all kinds hav« 
passed? etc.* 

Then will I produce Simcock, who deposeth from 
Weston's speech, that Somerset told Weston, that, ' " 
ever Overbury came out of prison, one of them nui 
die for it.' 

Theu I will say what these secrets were. I mean n 
to enter into particulars, nor to charge him with di 
loyalty, because he stands to be tried for his life upon 
another crime. But yet by some taste, that I sha" 
give to the peers in general, they may conceive of whi 
nature those secrets may be. Wherein I will take it 
for a thing notorious, that Overbury was a man. tha 
always carried himself insolently, both towards the queer 
and towards the late prince: that he was a man, tha 
carried So mers et on in courses separate and opposite t 
the privy council: that be was a man of nature fit to i 
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an incendiary of a state : full of bitterness and wildness 
of speech and project : that he was thought also lately to 
govern Somerset, insomuch that in his own letters he 
vaunted, ' that from him proceeded Somerset's fortune, 
credit, and understanding/ 

, This course I mean to run in a kind of generality, 
putting the imputations rather upon Overbury than 
Somerset; and applying it, that such a nature was like 
to hatch dangerous secrets and practices. I mean to 
shew likewise what jargons there were and cyphers be- 
tween them, which are great badges of secrets of estate, 
and used either by princes and their ministers of state, 
or by such as practise against princes. That your ma- 
jesty was called Julius in respect of your empire ; the 
queen Agrippina, though Somerset now saith it was 
Livia, and that my lady of Suffolk was Agrippina; 
the bishop of Canterbury, Unctius ; Northampton, Do- 
minic ; Suffolk, first Lerma, after Wolsey ; and many 
others ; so as it appears they made a play both of your 
court and kingdom ; and that their imaginations wrought 
upon the greatest men and matters. 

Neither will I omit Somerset's breach of trust to your 
majesty, in trusting Overbury with all the dispatches, 
things, wherewith your council of estate itself was not 
many times privy or acquainted : and yet this man must 
be admitted to them, not cursorily, or by glimpses, but 
to have them by him, to copy them, to register them, to 
table them, etc. 

Apostyle of the 

king. 
This evidence can- I shall also give in evidence, in 
not be given inwith- this place, the slight account of 
out making me his that letter, which was brought to 
accuser, and that Somerset by Ashton, being found 
upon a very slight in the fields soon after the late 
ground. As for all prince's death, and was directed to 
the subsequent evi- Antwerp, containing these words, 
dencesy they are all " that the first branch was cut 
so little evident, as from the tree, and that he should, 
unaMtarei may serve ere long, send happier and joy- 
thaime att. fuller news." 
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Which is a matter I would not 
use, but that my lord Coke, who 
hath filled this part with mam 
frivolous things, would think 
lost, except he hear somewhat 
this kind. But this it is to come 
to the leavings of a business. 
Nothing to Sonter- And for the rest of that kind, 
set, and declared as to speak of that particular, that 
1 Franklin after Mrs. Turner did at Whitehall 
shew to Franklin the man, who, 
as she said, poisoned the prince, 
which, he says, was a physician 
with a red beard. 

That there was a little picture 
of a young man in white wax, left 
by Mrs. Turner with Forman the 
conjurer, which my lord Coke 
doubted was the prince. 

That the viceroy of the Indies 



condemnation. 



Nothing to So- 
merset, and a loose 
conjecture. 



No better than a 



gazette, or passage at Goa reported to an English fac- 
o/GalloBelgic 



tor, that prince Henry came to 
untimely deatli by a mistress of his. 
That Somerset, with others, 
would have preferred Lowbell the 
apothecary to prince Charles. 

That the countess laboured For- 
man and Gresham, the conjurers, 
to inforce the queen by witchcraft 
to favour the countess. 

That the countess told Franklin, 
Franklin after con- that when the queen died, Somerset 
denotation. should have Somerset-house. 

Nothing to So- That Northampton said, the 
merset. prince, if ever he came to reign, 

would prove a tyrant. 

That Franklin was moved by 
the countess to go to the Pals- 
grave, and should be furnished 
with money. 
The particular reasons, why I omit them, t liave set 



Nothing yet prov- 
ed against Lowbell. 

Nothing to So- 
merset. 



Declared by 



Nothing to So- 
merset. 
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in the margin ; but the general is partly to do a kind of 
right to justice, and such a solemn trial, in not giving 
that in evidence, which touches not the delinquent, or is 
not of weight ; and partly to observe your majesty's 
direction, to give Somerset no just occasion of despair or 
flushes. 

But I pray your majesty to pardon me, that I have 
troubled your majesty with repeating them, lest you 
should hear hereafter, that Mr. Attorney hath omitted 
divers material parts of the evidence. 

Indorsed, 

Somerset's business and charge, with his majesty's pnstiles. 



TO SIR GEORGE VILLIEBS. 

Your man made good haste ; for he was with me 
yesterday about ten of the clock in the forenoon. Since 
I held him. 

The reason, why I set so small a distance of time be- 
tween the use of the little charm, or, as his majesty better 
terms it, the evangile l , and the day of his trial 1 notwith- 
standing his majesty's being so far off, as advertisement 
of success and order thereupon could not go and come 
between, was chiefly, for that his majesty, from whom 
the overture of that first moved, did write but of a few 
hours, that this should be done, which I turned into days. 
Secondly, because the hope I had of effect by that mean, 
was rather of attempting him at his arraignment, than 
of confession before his arraignment. But I submit it to 
his majesty's better judgment. 

The person, by your first description, which was with- 
out name, I thought had been meant of Packer' : but 
now I perceive it is another, to me unknown, but, as it. 
seemeth, very fit. I doubt not but he came with sufficient 
warrant to Mr. Lieutenant to have access. In this. I have 

1 Cicero, E|>ist. ad Atticiim, Lid. XIII. Ep. 40. uses this worrt, iiayy(>,«; 
which signifies both good news, and the reward given to him who brings 
good news. See Lib. II. Epist. 3. 

' The earl of Somerset's. 

* John, of whom there are several letters in Wimvood's Jlfononoft, Vol. 11. 

VOL. VI. K 
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no more to do, but to expect to hear from lu's majesty 
how this worketh. 

The letter from his majesty to myself and tlie serjeants 
I have received, such as I wished ; and I will speak with 
the commissioners, that he may, by the lieutenant, under 
stand his majesty's care of him, and the tokens herein o 
his majesty's compassion towards him. 

I ever had a purpose to make use of that circumstance, 
that Overbury, the person murdered, was his majesty's 
prisoner in the Tower ; which indeed is a strong pressure 
of his majesty's justice. For Overbury is the first prisoner 
murdered in the Tower, since the murder of the young 
princes by Richard the third, the tyrant. 

I would not trouble his majesty with any points of 
preamble, nor of the evidence itself, more than that part 
nakedly, wherein was the tenderness, in which I am glad 
his majesty, by his postils, which he returned to me, ap- 
proveth my judgment. 

Now I am warranted, I will not stick to say openly, 
I am commanded, not to exasperate, nor to aggravate the 
matter in question of the imprisonment with any other 
collateral charge of disloyalty, or otherwise; wherein, 
besides his majesty's principal intention, there will be 
some use to save the former bruits of Spanish matters. 

There is a direction given to Mr. Lieutenant by my 
lord Chancellor and myself, that as yesterday Mr. Whiting ' 
the preacher, a discreet man, and one that was used to 
Helwisse, should preach before the lady 1 , and teach her, 
and move her generally to a clear confession. That after 
the same preacher should speak as much to him at his 
going away in private : and so proof to be made, whether 
this good mean, and the last night's thoughts, will pro- 
duce any thing. And that this day the lieutenant should 
declare to her the time of her trial, and likewise of his 
trial, and persuade her, not only upon Christian duty, but 
as good for them both, that she deal clearly touching him, 

* John Whiting, D. D. rector of SI. Martin Vintry, in London, and View 
of East-Hum in Esses, prebendary of Ealdstrcet in the church Of St. P«ul>, 
and chaplain to king James 1. He attended Sir Gervoe Helwisie, who h*l 
been lieutenant of the Tower, at hit execution upon Tower-Hill, on Mondiy 
the 30th of November, 161;"), for the murder of Sir Thoinai Overbury. 
* is of Someriet. 
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whereof no use can be made,, nor need to be made, for 
evidence* but much use may be made for their comfort. 

It is thought, at the day of her trial the lady will confess 
the indictment ; which if she do, no evidence ought to be 
given. But because it shall not be a dumb show, and for 
his majesty's honour in so solemn an assembly, I purpose 
to make a declaration of the proceedings of this great 
work of justice, from the beginning to the end, wherein, 
nevertheless, I will be careful no ways to prevent or dis- 
cover the evidence of the next day. 

In this my lord chancellor and I have likewise used a 
point of providence : for I did forecast, that if in that; 
narrative, by the connection of things, any thing should 
be spoken, that should shew him guilty, she might break 
forth into passionate protestations for his clearing; which, 
though it may be justly made light of, yet it is better 
avoided. Therefore my lord Chancellor and I have devised, 
that upon the entrance into that declaration she shall, in 
respect of her weakness, and not to add farther affliction, 
be withdrawn. 

It is impossible, neither is it needful, for me, to express 
a}} the particulars of my care in this business. But I 
divide myself into all cogitations as far as I can foresee ; 
being very glad to find, that his majesty doth not only 
accept well of my care and advices, but that he applieth 
his directions so fitly, as guideth me from time to time* 

I have received the commissions signed. - ■ , 

; I sm not forgetful of the goods and estate of Somerset, 
qs far a$ is seasonable to inquire at this time. ; My lord 
Coke, taketh upon him to answer for the jewels, being 
the; chief part of his moveable value : and this, I think, 
13 done with his majesty's privity. But my lord Coke is 
a good man to answer for it, 

God ever preserve and prosper yon*. I. rest 

Voar true and rfevoted Serrtnt, 

FR. BACON. 

May 10, Friday at 7 of tha clock 
in tbe morning [1616], 



n2 
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The charge of the Attorney-General, Sir Francis Bacon, 
against Frances., Countess of Somerset, intended to have 
been spoken liy him at her arraignment, on Friday, May 24, 
1616, in case she had pleaded not guilty 1 . 

It may please your grace, my lord high steward of 
England 1 , and you my lords the peers. 

You have heard the indictment against tin's lady well 
opened ; and likewise the point in law, that might make 
some doubt, declared and solved ; wherein certaiidy the 
policy of the law of England is much to be esteemed, 
which requireth and respecteth form in the indictment, 
and substance in the proof. 

This scruple it may be hath moved this lady to plead 
not guilty, though for the proof I shall not need much 
more than her own confession, which she hath formerly 
made, free and voluntary, and therein given glory to 
God and justice. And certainly confession, as it is the 
strongest foundation of justice, so it is a kind of corner- 
stone, whereupon justice and mercy may meet. 

The proofs, which I shall read in the end for the ground 
of your verdict and sentence, will be very short ; and, as 
much as may, serve to satisfy your honours and consciences 
for the conviction of this lady, without wasting of time 
m a case clear and confessed ; or ripping up guiltiness 
against one, that hath prostrated herself by confession ; 
or preventing or deflowering too much of the evidence. 
And therefore the occasion itself doth admonish me to 
spend this day rather in declaration, than in evidence, 
giving God and the king the honour, and your lordships 
and the hearers the contentment, to set before you the 
proceeding of this excellent work of the king's justice, 
from the beginning to the end ; and so to conclude with 
the reading the confessions and proofs. 

My lords, this is now the second time l within the 
space of thirteen years reign of our happy sovereign, that 

■ She plea&tl guilty, an which occasion (he attorney- goner*! ipoke a 
charge somewhat different from this, printed in hii works. 
* Tliumis Egerton, viscount Ellesmere, lord high chancellor. 
' The first time wai on the trial! of the lords Cobham and Grey, jn No. 

amber, 1603. 
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this high tribunal-seat of justice, ordained for the trial 
by peers, hath been opened and erected ; and that, with 
a rare event, supplied and exercised by one and the 
same person ; which is a great honour -to you, my lord 
Steward. 

In all this mean time, the king hath reigned in his 
white robe, not sprinkled with any drop of blood of any 
of his nobles of this kingdom. Nay, such hath been the 
depths of his mercy, as even those noblemen's bloods, 
(against whom the proceeding was at Winchester,) Cob- 
ham and Grey, were attainted and corrupted, but not 
spilt or taken away ; but that they remained rather 
spectacles of justice in their continual imprisonment, 
than monuments of justice in the memory of their suf- 
fering. 

It is true, that the ohjects of his justice then and now 
were very differing. For then, it was the revenge of 
an offence against his own person and crown, and upon 
persons, that were malcontents, and contraries to the 
state and government. But now, it is the revenge of 
the blood and death of a particular subject, and the cry 
of a prisoner. It is upon persons, that were highly in 
his favour ; whereby his majesty, to his great honour, 
hath shewed to the world, as if it were written in a sun- 
beam, that he is truly the lieutenant of Him, with whom 
there is no respect of persons ; that his affections royal 
are above his affections private : that his favours and 
nearness about him are not like popish sanctuaries to 
privilege malefactors: and that his being the best master 
of the world doth not let him from being the best king 
of the world. His people, on the other side, may say 
to themselves, ' I will lie down in peace ; for God and 
the king and the law protect me against great and 
small.' It may be a discipline also to great men, es- 
pecially such as are swoln in fortunes from small begin- 
nings, that the king is as well able to level mountains, 
as to fill vallies, if such be their desert. 

But to come to the present case; the great frame of 
justice, my lords, in this present action, hath a vault, 
and it hath a stage: a vault, wherein these works of 
darkness were contrived; and a stage with steps, by 
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which they were brought to light. And thereisi^ I 
will bring this work of justice to the period of this day ; 
and then go on with this day's work. 

Sir Thomas Overbury was murdered by poison in the 
15th of September, 1613, 11 Reg. This foul and 
cruel murder did, for a time, cry secretly in the ears of 
God; but God gave no answer to it, otherwise than by 
that voice, which sometimes he useth, which is vox 
popitli, the speech of the people. For there went then 
a murmur, that Overbury was poisoned : and yet this 
same submiss and soft voice of God, the speech of the 
vulgar people, was not without a counter-tenor, or coun- 
ter-blast of the devil, who is the common author both 
of murder and slander: for it was given out, that Over- 
bury was dead of a foul disease, and his body, wliich 
they had made a corpus Judmcum with their poisons, 
so as it had no whole part, must be said to be leprosed 
with vice, and so his name poisoned as well as his body. 
For as to dissoluteness, I never heard the gentleman 
noted with it : his faults were insolency, and turbulency, 
and the like of that kind : the other part of the soul not 
the voluptuous. 

Meantime, there was some industry used, of which I 
will not now speak, to lull asleep those, that were the 
revengers of blood ; the father and the brother of the 
murdered. And in these terms things stood by the 
space almost of two years ; during which time, God so 
blinded the two great procurers, and dazzled them with 
their own greatness, and bind and nail fast the actors 
and instruments, with security upon their protection, as 
neither the one looked about them, nor the other stirred 
or fled, nor were conveyed away ; but remained here 
still, as under a privy arrest of God's judgments ; inso- 
much as Franklin, tliat should have been sent over to the 
-Palsgrave with good store of money, was, by God's 
providence, and the accident of a marriage of his, di- 
verted and stayed. 

But about the beginning of the progress last summer, 
God's judgments began to come out of their depths : and 
as the revealing of murders is commonly such, as a man 
may say, a Domino hocfaetitm esl; it is God'swork, and 
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it is marvellous in our eyes ; so in this particular it was 
most admirable ; for it came forth by a compliment and 
matter of courtesy. 

My lord of Shrewsbury', that is now with God, re- 
commended to a counsellor of state, of especial trust by 
his place, the late lieutenant Helwisse ', only for ac- 
quaintance as an honest worthy gentleman; and desired 
.him to know him, awl to be acquainted with him. That 
counsellor answered him civilly, that my lord did him a 
favour ; and that he should embrace it willingly ; but he 
must let his lordship know, that there did lie a heavy 
imputation upon that gentleman, Helwisse ; for that Sir 
Thomas Overbury, his prisoner, was thought to have 
come to a violent and untimely death. When this 
speech was reported back by my lord of Shrewsbury to 
Helwisse, perculit illico ammum, he was stricken with 
it; and being a politic man, and of likelihood doubting, 
that the matter would break fortli at one time or other, 
and that others might have the start of him, and flunk- 
ing to make his own case by his own tale, resolved with 
himself, upon this occasion, to discover to my lord of 
Shrewsbury and that counsellor, that there was an at- 
tempt, whereto he was privy, to have poisoned Over- 
bury by the hands of his under-keeper, Weston ; but 
that he checked it, and put it by, and dissuaded it, and 
related so much to him indeed : but then he left it thus, 
that was but an attempt, or untimely birth, never exe- 
cuted ; and, as if his own fault liad been no more, but 

1 Gilbert, earl of Shrewsbury, knight of the garter, who died May B, 
1616. 

* Sir Gej-vase Helwisse, appointed lieutenant of the Tower, upon the 
removal of Sir William Waa<l, on tile 6th of May, 1613 [Rriiipii* Wottn- 
ninna, p. 419, 3d edit. 1672], Mr. Chamberlain, in a M.S. letter to Sir 
Dudley Carleton, dated at London, May 13, 1613, ipeaks of Sir Gervase's 
promotion in these terms: "One Sir Gcrvase Helwisse of Lincolnshire, 
somewhat an unknown man, is pat into the place [of Sir W. Waad's] by the 
favour of tbc lord Chamberlain [carl of Somerset] and bis lady. The gentle- 
man is of too mild and gentle a iiis|iositi(in for such an office. He is ray old 
friend and acquaintance in France, anil lately renewed in town, where he 
hath lived past a year , nor followed the court many a day.'' Sir Henry 
Wotlon,inaletterof the fourteenth of May, 1613 [ubimpra, p. IS.], says, 
that Sir Getvase bad been before »n« o/ the ptmioner*. 
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that he was honest in forbidding, but fearful of revealing 
and impeaching or accusing great persons : and so with 
this fine point thought to save himself. 

But that great counsellor of state wisely considering, 
that by the lieutenant's own tale it could not be simply 
a permission or weakness ; for that Weston was never 
displaced by the lieutenant, notwithstanding that at- 
tempt : and coupling the sequel by the beginning, 
thought it matter fit to be brought before his majesty, 
by whose appointment Helwisse set down the like decla- 
ration in writing. 

Upon this ground, the king playetli Solomon's part, 
Gloria Dei celare rem; et Gloria Regis inrextigmc 
rem; and sets down certain papers of his own hand, 
which I might term to be clai-es jmtitice, keys of jus- 
tice ; and may serve for a precedent both for princes to 
imitate, and for a direction for judges to follow : and 
his majesty carried the balance with a constant and 
steady hand, evenly and without prejudice, whether it 
were a true accusation of the one part, or a practice an " 
factious device of the other : which writing, because 
am not able to express according to the worth thereof, I 
will desire your lordship anon to hear read. 

This excellent foundation of justice being laid by his 
majesty's own hand, it was referred unto some counsel- 
lors to examine farther, who gained some degrees of 
light from Weston, but yet left it imperfect. 

After it was referred to Sir Edward Coke, chief jus- 
tice of the King's Bench, as a person best practised ' 
legal examinations, who took a great deal of indefarigal 
pains in it, without intermission, having, as I have heard 
him say, taken at least three hundred examinations in 
this business. 

But these tlungs were not done in a corner. I need 
not speak of them. It is true, that my lord chief jus- 
tice, in the dawning and opening of the light, finding 
that the matter touched upon these great persons, very 
discreetly became suitor to the king to have greater per- 
sons than his own rank joined with him. Whereupon, 
your lordship, my lord high Steward of England, to 
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whom the king commonly resorteth in arduis, and my 
lord Steward of the king's house, and my lord Zouch, 
were joined with him. 

Neither wanted there this while practice to suppress 
testimony, to deface writings, to weaken the king's reso- 
lution, to slander the justice, and the like. Nay, when 
it came to the first solemn act of justice, which was the 
arraignment of Weston, he had his lesson to stand mute; 
which had arrested the wheel of justice. But this dumb 
devil, by the means of some discreet divines, and the 
potent charm of justice, together, was cast out. Neither 
did this poisonous adder stop his ear to those charms, 
but relented, and yielded to his trial. 

Then follow the proceedings of justice against the 
other offenders, Turner, Helwisse, Franklin. 

But all these being but the organs and instruments of 
this fact, the actors and not the authors, justice could not 
have been crowned without this last act against these 
great persons. Else Weston's censure or prediction might 
have been verified, when he said, he hoped, the small 
flies should not be caught, and the great escape. Wherein 
the king being in great straits, between the defacing of 
his honour and of his creature, hath, according as he 
useth. to do, chosen the better part, reserving always 
mercy to himself. 

The time also of this justice hath had its true mo- 
tions. The time until this lady's deliverance was due 
unto honour, Christianity, and humanity, in respect of 
her great belly. The time since was due to another 
kind of deliverance too; whicli was, that some causes 
of estate, that were in the womb, might likewise be 
brought forth, not for matter of justice, but for reason 
of state. Likewise this last procrastination of days had 
the like weighty grounds and causes. And this is the 
true and brief representation of this extreme work of the 
king's justice. 

Now for the evidence against tliis lady, I am sorry I 
must rip it up. I shall first shew you the purveyance or 
provisions of the poisons; that they were seven in num- 
ber brought to this lady, and by her billetted and laid 
up till they might be used ; and this done with an oath 



1 



; 
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or vow of secrecy, which is like the Egyptian darkness, 
a gross and palpable darkness, that may be felt. 

Secondly, I shall shew you the exhibiting and sorting 
of this same number or volley of poisons : white arsenic 
was fit for salt, because it is of like body and colour. 
The poison of great spiders, and of the venomous fly 
cantharides, was fit for pigs sauce, or partridge sauce, 
liecause it resembled pepper. As for mercury-water ami 
other poisons, tliey might be fit for tarts, which is a 
kind of hotch-pot, wherein no one colour is so proper: 
and some of these were delivered by the hands of this 
ludy, and some by her direction. 

Thirdly, I shall prove and observe unto you the cau- 
tions of these poisons ; that they might not be too swift, 
lest the world should startle at it by the suddenness of 
the dispatch : but they must abide long in the body, and 
work by degrees : and for this purpose there must be 
essays of them upon poor beasts, etc. 

And lastly, I shall shew you the rewards of this im- 
puisnimient, first demanded by Weston, and denied, 
because the deal was not done ; but after the deed done 
and perpetrated, that Overbury was dead, then per- 
formed and paid to the value of 180/. 

And so without farther aggravation of that, which in 
itself bears its own tragedy, I will conclude with the 
confessions of this lady herself, which is the strongest 
support of justice ; and yet is the foot-stool of mercy. 
For, :ts the Scripture says, 'mercy and truth have kissed 
each other ;' there is no meeting or greeting of mercy, 
till there lie a confession, or trial of truth. For these 
root!, 

Franklin, November 16, 

Franklin, November 17, 

Huh. Weston, October 1, 

Rich. Weston, October % 

Will. Waaton, October 2, 

Richard Weston, October o. 

Helvrisse, October 2, 

The Countess's letter without date. 

The Countess's confession, January 8. 
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SIR FRANCIS BACON TO THE KING 1 . 






According to your Majesty's reference signified by 
Sir Roger Wilbraham, I have considered of the petition 
of Sir Gilbert Houghton, your majesty's servant, for a 
licence of sole transportation of tallow, butter, and 
hides, &c. out of your realm of Ireland; and have had 
conference with the lord Chichester, late lord deputy of 
Ireland, and likewise with Sir John Davies, your ma- 
jesty's attorney there : And this is that which I find : 

First, that hides and skins may not be meddled 
withal, being a staple commodity of the kingdom, 
wherein the towns are principally interested. 

That for tallow, butter, beef, not understanding it of 
live cattle, and pipe-staves, for upon these things we fell, 
although they were not all contained in the petition, but 
in respect hides were more worth than all the rest, they 
were thought of by way of some supply ; these commo- 
dities are such, as the kingdom may well spare, and in 
that respect fit to be transported ; wherein nevertheless 
some consideration may be had of the profit, that shall 
be taken upon the licence. Neither do I find, that the 
farmers of the customs there, of which some of them 
were before me, did much stand upon it, but seemed 
rather to give way to it. 

I find also, that at this time all these commodities are 
free to be transported by proclamation, so as no profit 
can be made of it, except there be first a restraint; 
which restraint I think fitter to be by some prohibition 
in the letters patents, than by any new proclamation ; 
and the said letters patents to pass rather here, than 
there, as it was in the licence of wines granted to the 
lady Arbella ; but then those letters patents to be in- 
rolled in the chancery of Ireland, whereby exemplifica- 
tions of them may be taken to be sent to the ports. 

All which nevertheless I submit to your majesty's 
better judgment. 

inr Majesty's most lnimhlc bo linden Subject alxl Si 



I 



' From the collectioni of the late Robert Stephi 
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MR. TOBIE MATTHEW, TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

NAT IT PLEASE YOm HONOUR, 

Siren, as know your honour, may congratulate with you 
the favour, which you have lately received from his ma- 
jesty, of being made a counsellor of state' ; but as for 
me, I must have leave to congratulate with the council- 
table, in being so happy as to have you for an assessor. 
I hope these are but beginnings, and that the marriage, 
which now I perceive that fortune is about to make with 
virtue, will be consummate in your person. I cannot 
dissemble, though I am ashamed to mention, the ex- 
cessive honour, which you have vouchsafed to do unto 
my picture. But shame ought not to be so hateful as 
sin ; and without sin I know not how to conceal the 
extreme obligation into which I am entered thereby, 
which is incomparably more than I can express, and no 
less than as much as I am able to conceive. And as the 
copy is more fortunate than the original, because it hath 
the honour to he under your eye ; so the original being 
much more truly yours than the copy can be, aspires by 
having the happiness to see you, to put the picture out 
of countenance. 

I understand by Sir George Petre*, who is arrived 
here at the Spa, and is so wise as to honour you ex- 
tremely, though he have not the fortune to be known to 
your honour, that he had heard how my lord of Canter- 
bury had been moved in my behalf ; and that he gave 
way unto my return. This, if it be true, cannot have 
happened without some endeavour of your honour ; and 
therefore, howsoever I have not been particularly adver- 
tised, that your honour had delivered my letter to his 
grace ; yet now metlunks I do as good as know it, and 
dare adventure to present you with my humblest thanks 
for the favour. But the main point is, how his majesty 
should be moved ; wherein my friends are straining 
courtesy ; and unless I have your honour for a master of 

' Sit Francis Bacon w»s sworn at GrccDwick of Ilie privy council, J UK 
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the ceremonies, to take order, who shall begin, all the 
benefit, that I can reap by tins negotiation, will be to 
have the reputation of little judgment in attempting that 
which I was not able to obtain ; and that howsoever I 
have shot fair, I know not how to hit the mark. I have 
been directed by my lord Roos, who was the first mover 
of this stone, to write a letter, which himself would de- 
liver to the master of the horse ', who doth me the honour 
to wish me very well : and I have obeyed his lordship, 
and beseech your honour, that you will be pleased to 
prevent, or to accompany, or second it with your com- 
mendation, lest otherwise the many words, that I have 
used, have but the virtue of a single o, or cypher. But 
indeed, if I had not been over-weighed by the authority 
of my lord Roos's commandment, I should rather have 
reserved the master of the horse's favour to some other 
use afterward. In conformity whereof, I have also written 
to his lordship ; and perhaps he will thereupon forbear 
to deliver my letter to the master of the horse : whereas, 
I should be the less sorry, if your honour's self would not 
think it inconvenient to make the suit of my return to his 
majesty ; in which ease I should, to my extreme content- 
ment, have all my obligations to your honour only. 

His majesty's being now in progress will give some im- 
pediment to my suit, unless either it be my good fortune, 
that your honour do attend his person ; or else that you 
will be pleased to command some one of the many servants 
your honour hath in court, to procure the expedition of 
my cause, wherein I can foresee no difficulty, when I 
consider the interest, which your honour alloweth me in 
your favour, and my innocent carriage abroad for so 
many years ; whereunto all Iiis majesty's ministers, who 
have known me, I am sure, will give an attestation, ac- 
cording to the contents of my letter to his grace of 
Canterbury. 

If I durst, I would most humbly intreat your honour 
to be pleased, that some servant of yours may speedily 
advertise me, whether or no his grace of Canterbury hath 
received my letter ; what his answer was ; and what I 

' Sit George Villiert, wlio wa» appoinU-il in thai office, Jan, 4, 161). 



n 



190 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

may hope in this my suit. I remember, that the last 
words, which I had the honour to hear from your mouth, 
were, that if I continued any time, free both from dis- 
loyalty and priesthood, your honour would be pleased to 
make yourself the intercessor for my return. Any letter 
sent to Mr. Trumball for me will come safely and speedily 
to my hands. 

The term doth now last with your honour all the year 
long ; and therefore the sooner I make an end, the better 
service 1 shall do you. I presume to kiss your hands, 
and continue 

Your Honour's most iiitiri-ry, and humbly ever at commandment, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 

S[,ii, this lfith of July, t/ylowro, 1616. 

Postsc. It is no small penance that I am forced to 
apparel my mind in my man's hand, when it speaks to 
your honour. But God Almighty will have it so, through 
the shaking I have in my right hand ; and I do little less 
than want the use of my fore finger. 



. 



TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, ATTORNEY -GENERAL. 

I presumed to importune your honour with a letter 
of the 16th of this month, whereby I signified, how 1 
had written to the master of the horse, that he would be 
pleased to move his majesty for my return into England ; 
and how that I had done it upon the direction of my 
lord Roos, who offered to be the deliverer thereof. Withal 
I told your honour, that I expressed thereby an act rather 
of obedience, than prudence, as not holding his lordship 
a fit man, whom, by presenting that letter, the king might 
peradventure discover to be my favourer in this business. 
In regard whereof I besought him, that, howsoever I 
had complied with his command in writing, yet he would 
forbear the delivery: and I gave him divers reasons for 
it. And both in contemplation of those reasons, as also 
of the hazard of miscarriage, that letters do run into be- 
tween these parts and those, I have now thought fit to 
send your honour this inclosed, accompanied with a most 
humble intreaty, that you will be pleased to put it into 
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the master of the horse's hands, with such a reoommqp* 
dation as you can give. Having read it, your honour may 
he pleased to seal it : and if his honour have received the 
former by other hands, this may serve in the nature of ^ 
duplicate or copy : if not, it may be the original. And 
indeed, though it should be but the copy, if it may be 
touched by your honour, it would have both greater grace 
and greater life, than the principal itself; and therefore, 
howsoever, I humbly pray, that this may be delivered. 

If my business should be remitted to the council table, 
which yet, I hope, will not be, I am most a stranger to 
my lord Chancellor and my lord Chamberlain 1 of whom 
yet I trust, by means of your honour's good word in my 
behalf, that I shall receive no impediment. 

The bearer, Mr. Becher*, can say what my carriage 
hath been in France under the eye of several ambassadors ; 
which makes me the more glad to use him in the delivery 
of this letter to your honour : and if your honour may 
be pleased to command me any thing, he will convey it 
to my knowledge. 

I hear, to my unspeakable joy of heart, how much 
power you have with the master of the horse ; and how 
much immediate favour you have also with his most ex- 
cellent majesty : so that I cannot but hope for all good 
success, when I consider withal the protection, whereinto 
you have been pleased to take me, the 

Most humble and most obliged of your Honour's many Servants, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 
Spa, this last of July, stylo novo, 1616. 



TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUH, 

I have been made happy by your honour's noble and 
dear lines of the two and twentieth of July : and the joy, 
that I took therein, was only kept from excess by the 
notice they gave me of some intentions and advices of 
your honour, which you have been pleased to impart to 

* Wilttaaa, earl of Pembroke. 

• WilKam, afterwards knighted. He had been secretary to Sir George 
Calvert, ambassador io the court of France, and was afterwards agent at that 
court ; and at last made clerk of the Council. 
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others of my friends, with a meaning, that they should 
acquaint me with them ; whereof they have intirely failed. 
And therefore if still it should import me to understand 
what they were, I must he inforced to beg the knowledge 
of them from yourself. Your honour hath, by this short 
letter, delivered me otherwise from a great deal of labo- 
rious suspense. For, besides the great hope you give me 
of being so shortly able to do you reverence, I am come 
to know, that by the diligence of your favour towards 
me, my lord of Canterbury hath been drawn to give way, 
and the master of the horse hath been induced to move. 
That motion, I trust, will be granted howsoever ; but I 
should be out of fear thereof, if, when he moves the king, 
your honour would cast to be present ; that if his majesty 
should make any difficulty, some such reply, as is wont 
to come from you, in such cases, may have power to dis- 
charge it. 

I have been told rather confidently than credibly, for 
in truth I am hardly drawn to believe it, that Sir Henry 
Goodere should under hand, upon the reason of certain 
accounts, that run between him and me, wherein I might 
justly lose my right, if I had so little wit, as to trouble 
your honour's infinite business, by a particular relation 
thereof, oppose himself to my return ; and perform ill 
offices in conformity of that unkind affection, which he is 
said to bear me. But, as I said, I cannot absolutely 
believe it, though yet I could not so far despise the in- 
formation, as not to acquaint your honour with what I 
heard. I offer it not as a ruled case, but only as a query, 
as I have also done to Mr. Secretary Lake, in this letter, 
which I humbly pray your honour may be given him, to- 
gether with your best advice, how my business is to be 
carried in this conjuncture of his majesty's drawing near 
to London, at which time I shall receive my sentence. I 
have learned from your honour to be confident, that it 
will be pronounced in my favour ; but if the will of God 
should be otherwise, I shall yet frame for myself a good 
proportion of contentment ; since, howsoever I was stf 
unfortunate, as that I might not enjoy my country, 'yet 
withal, J was so happy, as that my return thither was 
desired and negotiated by the affection, which such; a 
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person as yourself vouchsafed to bear me. When his 
majesty shall be moved, if he chance to make difficulty 
about my return, and offer to impose any condition, which, 
it is known, I cannot draw myself to digest ; I desire it 
may be remembered, that my case is common with many 
of his subjects, who breathe in the air of their country, 
and that my case is not common with many, since I have 
lived so long abroad with disgrace at home ; and yet 
have ever been free not only from suspicion of practice, 
but from the least dependence upon foreign princes. My 
king is wise ; and I hope, that he hath this just mercy in 
store for me. God Almighty make and keep your honour 
ever happy, and keep me so in his favour, as I will be 
sure to continue 

Your Honour's ever most obliged and devoted Servant, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 
Antwerp, this first of Sept. stylo novo, 1616. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 

I have written to Sir John Digby ; and I think he 
would do me all favour, if he were handsomely put upon 
it. My lady of Pembroke * hath written, and that very 
earnestly, to my lord chamberlain in my behalf. 

This letter goes by Mr. Robert Garret, to whom I am 
many ways beholden, for making me the best present, that 
ever I received, by delivering me your honour's last letter. 



SIR FRANCIS BACON TO THE KING. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

Because I have ever found, that in business the con- 
sideration of persons, who are instrumenta animata, is no 
less weighty than of matters, I humbly pray your majesty 
to peruse this inclosed paper, containing a diligence, which 
I nave used in omnem eventum. If Towerson*, as a 
passionate man, have overcome himself in his opinion, so 

1 Mary, widow of Henry, earl of Pembroke, who died January 19, 1601-2, 
daughter of Sir Henry Sidney, and sister of Sir Philip. She died Sep- 
tember 25, 1621. 

■ Whose brother, captain Gabriel Towerson, was one of the English mer- 
chants executed by the Dutch at Amboyna, in 1623. 

VOL, VI. O 
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it is. Btot if his company make this good, then I am 
very glad to see in the case, wherein we now stand, there 
is this hope left, and your majesty's honour preserved in the 
entier. God have your majesty in his divine protection. 

Yonr Majesty's most devoted, and most bounden Servant, &c. 

This is a secret to all men but my lord chancellor ; and 
we go on this day with the new company, without dis- 
couraging them at all. 

September 18, 1616. 

Indorsed, 

To the King, upon TowersorCs propositions about the cloth 

business. 



RICHARD MARTIN, ESQ. 1 TO SIR FRANCIS BACON. 

RIGHT HONOURABLE, 

My attendance at court two days, in vain, considering 
the end of my journey, was no loss unto me, seeing thereby 
I made the gain of the overture and assurance of your 
honour's affection. These comforts have given new life 
and strength to my hopes, which before began to faint. 
I know, what your honour promiseth, you will undertake ; 
and what you undertake, you seldom fail to compass ; for 
such proof of your prudence and industry your honour 
hath of late times given to the swaying world. There is, 
to my understanding, no great intricacy in my affair, in 
which I plainly descry the course to the shore I would 
land at ; to which neither I, nor any other can attain, 
without the direction of our great master-pilot, who will 
not stir much without the beloved mate sound the way. 
Both these none can so well set awork as yourself, who 
have not only their ear, but their affection, and that with 
good right, as I hope, in time, to good and public pur- 
pose. It is fit likewise, that your honour know all my 
advantages. The present incumbent is tied to me by firm 

1 Born about 1570, entered a commoner of Broad-Gate's hall, now Pem- 
broke-College, Oxford, in 1585, whence he removed to the Middle Temple. 
In the parliament of 1601, he served for the borongh of Barnstaple in Devon ; 
and in the first parliament of king James I. he served for Cirencester in 
Gloucestershire ; lie was chosen recorder of London in September, 1618 ; 
bat died in the last day of the following month. He was much esteemed by 
the men of learning and genhis of that age. 
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promise, which gives an impediment to the competitors, 
whereof one already, according to the heaviness of his 
name and nature, petit deorsum. And though I be a 
bad courtier, yet I know the style of gratitude, and shall 
learn as I am instructed. Whatsoever your honour shall 
undertake for me, I will make good. Therefore I humbly 
and earnestly intreat your best endeavour, to assure to 
yourself and your master a servant, who both can and will, 
though as yet mistaken, advance his honour and service 
with advantage. Your love and wisdom is my last address ; 
and on the real nobleness of your nature, whereof there 
is so good proof, stands my last hope. If I now find a 
stop, I will resolve it isfatum Carthaginis, and sit down 
in perpetual peace. In this business I desire all con- 
venient silence ; for though I can endure to be refused, 
yet it would trouble me to have my name blasted. If 
your honour return not, and you think it requisite, I will 
attend at court. Mean time, with all humble and hearty 
wishes for increase of all happiness, I kiss your honour's 
hands. 

Your Honour's humbly at command, 

R. MARTIN. 
September 27, 1616. 

To the right honourable Sir Francis Bacon, knight, his 
Majesty's Attorney-General, and one of his Majesty's most 
honourable privy council, my singular patron at cowrL 



TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

This morning, according to your majesty's command, 
we have had my lord chief justice of the king's bench l 
before us, we being assisted by all our learned council, 
except Serjeant Crew, who was then gone to attend your 
xnsgesty. It was delivered unto him, that your majesty's 
pleasure was, that we should receive an account from him 
i)f the performance of a commandment of your majesty 
laid upon him, which was, that he should enter into a 
-view and retraction of such novelties, and errors, and 
Offensive conceits, as were dispersed in his Reports ; that 

1 Sir Edward Coke. 

o2 



; 

IV 
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he had had good time to do it ; and we doubted not but 
he had used good endeavour in it, which we desired now 
in particular to receive from him. 

His speech was, that there were of his Reports eleven 
books, that contained about live hundred cases : that here- 
tofore in other Reports, as namely, those of Mr. Plowden ', 
which he reverenced much, there hath been found never- 
theless errors, which the wisdom of time had discovered, 
and later judgments controlled; and enumerated to us 
four cases in Plowden, which were erroneous : and there- 
upon delivered in to us the inclosed paper, wherein your 
majesty may perceive, that my lord is an happy man, 
that there should be no more errors in his five hundred 
cases, than in a few cases of Plowden. Your majesty may 
also perceive, that your majesty's direction to my lord 
chancellor and myself, and the travail taken by us and 
Mr. Solicitor 1 , in following and performing your direc- 
tion, was not altogether lost; for that of those three heads, 
which we principally respected, which were the rights and 
liberties of the Church, your prerogative, and the juris- 
diction of other your courts, my lord hath scarcely fallen 
upon any, except it be the prince's case, which also yet 
seemeth to stand but upon the grammatical, of French 
and Latin. 

My lord did also give his promise, wliich your majesty 
shall find in the end of his writing, thus far in a kind of 
common place or thesis, that it was sin for a man to go 
against his own conscience, though erroneous, except his 
conscience be first informed and satisfied. 

The lord chancellor in the conclusion signified to my 
lord Coke your majesty's commandment, that until report 

1 Edmund Plowden, born or an ancient family of thai name at Plowdea 
in Shropshire, who, as he lolls us himself in the preface to his TUpertt, in the 
twentieth year of his age, and the thirtieth of the reign of Henry VIII. 
anno 1539, began his study of the common taw in the Middle Temple. Wood 
adds Aih. Oxan, Vol. I. col. 319, that he spent three years in the study of 
arts, philosophy, and physic, at Cambridge, and four at Oxford, wherein 
November 155J he was admitted to practise ehirnrgery and physic. In I35T 
he became summer reader of the Middle Temple, and three years after Lent 
reader, having been made Serjeant, October S7, 15S8. He died February 6, 
1584-5, at the age of sixty-seven, in the profession of the Roman catholic 
faith, and lies interred in the Temple church, 

" Sir Henry Y el vert on. 
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made, and your pleasure thereupon known, he shall for- 
bear his sitting at Westminster, &c, not restraining never- 
theless any other exercise of his place of chief justice in 
private. 

Thus having performed, to the best of our understand- 
ing, your royal commandment, we rest ever 

Your Majesty's most faithful, and most bounden Servants, etc. 



THE LORD VISCOUNT VILLIERS TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

SIR, 

I have acquainted his majesty with my lord chan- 
cellor's and your report, touching my lord Coke ; as also 
with your opinion therein ; which his majesty doth dis- 
like for these three reasons : first, because, that by this 
course you propound, the process cannot have a begin- 
ning, till after his majesty's return ; which, how long it 
may last after, no man knoweth. He therefore thinketh 
it too long and uncertain* a delay, to keep the bench so 
long void from a chief justice. Secondly, although his 
majesty did use the council's advice in dealing with the 
chief justice upon his other misdemeanors ; yet he would 
be loth to lessen his prerogative, in making the council 
judges, whether he should be turned out of his place or 
ho, if the case should so require. Thirdly, for that my 
lord Coke hath sought means to kiss his majesty's hands, 
and withal to acquaint him with some things of great 
importance to his service ; he holdeth it not fit to admit 
him to his presence, before these points be determined, 
because that would be a grant of his pardon before he 
had his trial. And if those things, wherewith he is to 
acquaint his majesty, be of such consequence, it would 
be dangerous and prejudicial to his majesty, to delay him 
too long. Notwithstanding, if you shall advise of any 
other reasons to the contrary, his majesty would have 
you, with all the speed you can, to send them unto him ; 
and in the mean time to keep back his majesty's letter, 
which is herein sent unto you, from my lord Coke's know- 
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ledge, until you receive his majesty's further direction 
for your proceeding in his business. 

And so I rest, your ever assured Friend at command, 

GEORGE VILLIERS. 

Theobald'?, the 3d of October, 1616. 

To the right honourable Sir Francis Bacon, knight, his 
Majesty's Attorney-General, and of his most honourable 
privy council. 

TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

We have considered of the letters, which we received 
from your majesty, as well that written to us both, as 
that other written by my lord Villiers to me, the attorney, 
which I thought good to acquaint my lord chancellor 
withal, the better to give your majesty satisfaction. And 
we most humbly desire your majesty to think, that wc 
are, and ever shall be, ready to perform and obey your 
majesty's directions ; towards which the first degree is 
to understand them well. 

In answer therefore to both the said letters, as well 
concerning matter as concerning time, we shall in all 
humbleness offer to your majesty's high wisdom the con- 
siderations following : 

First, we did conceive, that after my lord Coke was 
sequestered from the table and his circuits 1 , when your 
majesty laid upon him your commandment for the ex- 
purging of his Reports, and commanded also our service 
to look into them, and into other novelties introduced 
into the government, your majesty had in this your doing 
two principal ends : 

The one, to see, if upon so fair an occasion he would 
make an expiation of his former faults : and also shew 
himself sensible of those things in his Reports, which he 
could not but know were the likest to be offensive to 
your majesty. 

The other, to perform de vero this right to your crown 
and succession, and your people also ; that those errors 

1 On the 30th of June, 1616. Camdeni Annates Regis Jacobi /. p. 19; and ! 
Peck, Desiderata Curiosa, Vol. I. Lib. vi. p. 13. 
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and novelties might not run on, and authorize by time, but 
might be taken away, whether he consented to it or no. 

But we did not conceive your majesty would have had 
him charged with those faults of his book, or those other 
novelties ; but only would have had them represented to 
you for your better information. 

Now your majesty seeth what he hath done, you can 
better judge of it than w r e can. If, upon this probation 
added to former matters, your majesty think him not fit 
for your service, we must in all humbleness subscribe to 
your majesty, and acknowledge that neither his displacing, 
considering he holdeth his place but during your will and 
pleasure, nor the choice of a fit man to be put in his room, 
are council-table matters, but are to proceed wholly from 
your majesty's great wisdom and gracious pleasure. So 
that in this course, it is but the signification of your plea- 
sure, and the business is at an end as to him. Only there 
remaineth the actual expurgation or animadversions of 
the books. 

But if your majesty understand it, that he shall be 
charged, then, as your majesty best knoweth, justice re- 
quireth, that he be heard and called to his answer, and 
then your majesty will be pleased to consider, before 
whom he shall be charged ; whether before the body of 
your council, as formerly he was, or some selected com- 
missioners ; for we conceive your majesty will not think 
it convenient it should be before us two only. Also the 
manner of his charge is considerable, whether it shall be 
verbal by your learned council, as it was last ; or whe- 
ther, in respect of the multiplicity of matters, he shall not 
have the collections we have made in writing, delivered 
to him. Also the matter of his charge is likewise con- 
siderable, whether any of those points of novelty, which 
by your majesty's commandment we collected, shall be 
made part of his charge ; or only the faults of his books, 
and the prohibitions and habeas corpus, collected by my 
lord of Canterbury. In all which course we foresee length 
of time, not so much for your learned council to be pre- 
pared, for that is almost done already, but because him- 
self , no doubt, will crave time of advice to peruse his own 
books, and to see, whether the collections be true,, and 
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that he be justly charged ; and then to produce his proofs, 
that those things, which he shall be charged with, were 
not conceits or singularities of his own, but the acts of 
court, and other like things, tending to excusation or ex- 
tenuation ; wherein we do not see, how the time of divers 
days, if not of weeks, can be denied him. 

Now for time, if this last course of charging him be 
taken, we may only inform your majesty thus much, that 
the absence of a chief justice, though it should be for a 
whole term, as it hath been often upon sickness, can be 
no hindrance to common justice. For the business of the 
king's bench may be dispatched by the rest of "the judges : 
his voice in the star-chamber may be supplied by any other 
judge, that my lord chancellor shall call ; and the trials 
by nisi prius may be supplied by commission. 

But as for those great matters of discovery, we can 
say nothing more than this, that either they are old or 
new. If old, he is to blame for having kept them so long : 
if new, or whatsoever, he may advertise your majesty of 
them by letter, or deliver them by word to such counsellor 
as your majesty will assign. 

Thus we hope your majesty will accept of our sincerity, 
having dealt freely and openly with your majesty, as be-, 
cometh us : and when we shall receive your pleasure and 
direction, we shall execute and obey the same in all things; 
ending with our prayers for your majesty, and resting 

Your Majesty's most faithful, aiid most bounden Servants, 

T. ELLESMERE, CANC. 

FR. BACON. 
October 6, 1616. 

REMEMBRANCES OF HIS MAJESTY'S DECLARATION, 
TOUCHING THE LORD COKE. 

That although the discharging and removing of his 
majesty's officers and sonants, as well as the choice and 
advancement of men to place, be no council-table matters, 
but belong to his majesty's princely will and secret judg- 
ment ; yet his majesty will do his council this honour, 
that in liis resolutions of that kind, his council shall know 
them first before others and shall know them, accompanied 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 201 

by their causes, making as it were a private manifesto, or 
revealing of himself to them without parables. 

Then to have the report of the lords touching the bu- 
siness of the lord Coke, and the last order of the council 
read. 

That done, his majesty farther to declare, that he might, 
upon the same three grounds in the order mentioned, of 
deceit, contempt, and slander of his government, very 
justly have proceeded then, not only to have put him from 
his place of chief justice, but to have brought him in 
. question in the star-chamber, which would have been his 
utter overthrow ; but then his majesty was pleased for 
that time only to put him off from the council-table, and 
from the public exercise of his place of chief justice, and 
• to take farther time to deliberate. 

That in his majesty's deliberation, besides the present 
occasion, he had in some things looked back to the lord 
Coke's former carriage, and in some things looked for- 
ward, to make some farther trial of him. 

That for things passed, his majesty had noted in him 
a perpetual turbulent carriage, first towards the liberties 
of his church and estate ecclesiastical ; towards his pre- 
rogative royal, and the branches thereof; and likewise 
towards all the settled jurisdictions of all his other courts, 
the high commission, the star-chamber, the chancery, the 
provincial councils, the admiralty, the duchy, the court 
of requests, the commission of inquiries, the new boroughs 
of Ireland ; in all which he had raised troubles and new 
questions ; and lastly, in that, which might concern the 
safety of his royal person, by his exposition of the laws 
in cases of high treason. 

That, besides the actions themselves, his majesty in his 
princely wisdom hath made two special observations of 
him ; the one, that he having in his nature not one part 
of those things, which are popular in men, being neither 
civil, nor affable, nor magnificent, he hath made himself 
popular by design only, in pulling down government. 
The other, that whereas his majesty might have expected 
a change in him, when he made him his own, by taking 
him to be of his council, it made no change at all, but 
to the worse, he holding on all his former channel, and 
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running separate courses from die rest of his council; 
and rather busying himself in casting fears before his 
council, concerning what they could not do, than joining 
his advice what they should do. 

That his majesty, desirous yet to make a farther trial 
of him, had given him the summer s vacation to reform 
his Reports ', wherein there be many dangerous conceits 
of his own uttered for law, to the prejudice of his crown, 
parliament, and subjects ; and to see, whether by this be 
would in any part redeem his fault. But that his majesty 
hath failed of the redemption he desired, but hath met 
with another kind of redemption from him, which he little 
expected. For as to the Reports, after three months 
time and consideration, he had offered his majesty only 
five animadversions, being rather a scorn, than a satis- 
faction to his majesty ; whereof one was that in the prince's 
case he had found out the French statute, which wasjik 
cri&ne, whereas the Latin was primogenitus ; and so the 
prince is duke of Cornwall in French, and not duke of 
Cornwall in Latin. And another was, that he had set 
Montagu to be chief justice in Henry VIIFs time, when 
it should have been in Edward VTs, and such other stuff; 
not falling upon any of those things, which he could not 
but know were offensive. 

That hereupon his majesty thought good to refresh 
his memory, and out of many cases, which his majesty 
caused to be collated, to require his answer to five, being 
all such, as were but cxpatiations of his own, and no 
judgments ; whercunto he returned such an answer, as 
did either justify himself, or elude the matter, so as his 
majesty seeth plainly antiquum obtiuet. 



TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 1 . 

MR, 

I have kept your man here thus long, because 1 
thought there would have been some occasion for me to 
write after Mr. Solicitor-General's being with the king. 
But he hath received so full instructMft from his majesty, 

1 Hail. MSS. Vol. «006. 
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that there is nothing left for me to add in the business. 
And so I rest 

Your faithful Servant, 

GEORGE VILLIERS. 
Royston, the 13th of Octob. 1616. 

To the right honourable Sir Francis Bacon, knight, one of 
his majesty's privy council, and his attorney-general. 



SIR EDMUND BACON f TO SIR FRANCIS BACON, ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL. 

MY LORD, 

I am bold to present unto your hands by this bearer, 
whom the law calls up, some salt of wormwood, being un- 
certain, whether the regard of your health makes you still 
continue the use of that medicine. I could wish it other- 
wise ; for I am persuaded, that all diuretics, which carry 
with them that punctuous nature and caustic quality by 
calcination, are hurtful to the kidnies, if not enemies to 
the other principal parts of the body. Wherein if it shall 
please you, for your better satisfaction, to call the advice 
of your learned physicians, and that they shall resolve of 
any medicine for your health, wherein my poor labour 
may avail you, you know where your faithful apothecary 
dwells, who will be ready at your commandment ; as I 
am bound both by your favours to myself, as also by those 
to my nephew, whom you have brought out of darkness 
into light, and, by what I hear, have already made him 
by your bounty, a subject of emulation to Ins elder bro- 
ther. We are all partakers of this your kindness towards 
him ; and for myself, I shall be ever ready to deserve it 
by any service that shall lie in the power of 

Your Lordship's poor Nephew, 

EDM. BACON. 

Redgrave, this 19th of October, 1616. 

Far the right honourable Sir Francis Bacon, knight, his 
majesty's attorney-general, and one of his most honourable 
privy counsellors, be these delivered at London. 

1 Nephew of Sir Francis Bacon, being eldest son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
lord keeper of the great seal. Sir Edmund died without issue, April 10, 1649. 
There are several letters to him from Sir Henry Wotton, printed auioug the 
works of the latter. 
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TO THE KING. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I send your majesty a form of discharge for my lord 
Coke from his place of chief justice of your bench \ 

I send also a warrant to the lord chancellor, for making 
forth a writ for a new cliief justice, leaving a blank for 
the name to be supplied by your majesty's presence ; for 
I never received your majesty's express pleasure in it 

If your majesty resolve of Montagu 4 as I conceive and 
wish, it is very material, as these times are, that your ma- 
jesty have some care, that the recorder succeeding be a 
temperate and discreet man, and assured to your majesty's 
service. If your majesty, without too much harshness, 
can continue the place within your own servants, it is best; 
if not, the man, upon whom the choice is like to fall, which 
is Coventry 3 , I hold doubtful for your service ; not but 
that he is a well learned, and an honest man ; but he 
hath been, as it were, bred by lord Coke, and seasoned 
in his ways. 

God preserve your majesty. 

Your Majesty's most humble and bounden Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

I send not these things, which concern my lord Coke, 
by my lord Villiers, for such reasons as your majesty 
may conceive. 

November 13, at noon [1616]. 



TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I send your majesty, according to your commandment, 
the warrant for the review of Sir Edward Coke's Reports. 
I had prepared it before I received your majesty's plea- 
sure : but I was glad to see it was in your mind, as well 
as in my hands. In the nomination, which your majesty 

1 Sir Edward Coke was removed from that post on the 15th of November, 

1616. 

* Sir Henry Montagu, recorder of London, who was made lord chief justice 
of the Kiug's Bench, November 16, 1616. He was afterwards made lord 
treasurer, and created earl of Manchester. 

3 Thomas Coventry, Esq. afterwards lord keeper of the great seal 
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made of the judges, to whom it should be directed, your 
majesty could not name the lord chief justice, that now 
is 1 , because he was not then declared : but you could not 
leave him out now, without discountenance. 

I send your majesty the state of lord Darcy's cause* 
in the star-chamber, set down by Mr. Solicitor 3 , and 
mentioned in the letters, which your majesty received from 
the lords. I leave all in humbleness to your majesty's 
royal judgment : but this is true, that it was the clear 
opinion of my lord chancellor, and myself, and the two 
chief justices, and others, that it is a cause most fit for 
the censure of the court, both for the repressing of duels, 
and the encouragement of complaints in courts of justice. 
If your majesty be pleased it shall go on, there resteth 
but Wednesday for the hearing ; for the last day of term 
is commonly left for orders, though sometimes, upon 
extraordinary occasion, it hath been set down for the 
hearing of some great cause. 

I send your majesty also baron Bromley's 4 report, 
which your majesty required ; whereby your majesty may 
perceive things go not so well in Cumberland, which is 

* Sir Henry Montagu. 

* This is just mentioned in a letter of Sir Francis Bacon to the lord viscount 
"Villiers, printed in his works ; bat is more particularly stated in the Reports 
of Sir Henry Hobart, lord chief justice of the Common Pleas, pp. 120, 121. 
Edit. London, 1658, fol. as follows. The lord Darcy of the North sued Ger- 
yase Markham, Esq. in the S tar-Chamber, in 1616, on this occasion. They 
had hunted together, and the defendant and a servant of the plaintiff, one 
Beckwith, fell together by the ears in the field ; and Beckwith threw him 
down, and was upon him cuffing him, when the lord Darcy took his servant 
off, and reproved him. However, Mr. Markham expressing some anger 
against his lordship, and charging him with maintaining bis man, lord Darcy 
answered, that he bad used Mr. Markham kindly ; for if he had not rescued 
him from his man, the latter would have beaten him to rags. Mr. Markham, 
upon this, wrote five or six letters to lord Darcy, subscribing them with his 
name ; but did not send them, and only dispersed them unsealed in the fields ; 
the purport of them being this : that whereas the lord Darcy bath said, that, 
but for him, his servant Beckwith had beaten him to rags, he lied ; and as 
often as he should speak it, he lied ; and that he would maintain this with his 
life : adding, that he had dispersed those letters, that his lordship might find 
them, or somebody else bring them to him ; and that if his lordship were de- 
sirous to speak with him, he might send his boy, who should be well used. 
For this offence, Mr. Markham was censured, and fined 5001, by the Star* 
Chamber. 

• Sir Henry Yel verton. 

• Edward Bromley, made one of the barons of the Exchequer, February 6, 
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the seat of the party your majesty named to me, as was 
conceived. And yet if there were land-winds, as there 
be sea-winds, to bind men in, I could wish he were a little 
wind-bound, to keep him in the south. 

But while your majesty passeth the accounts of judges 
in circuits, your majesty will give me leave to think of 
the judges here in their upper region. And because 
Tacitus saith well, * opportuni magnis conatibus transitus 
renim' ; now upon this change, when he, that Ietteth, is 
gone, I shall endeavour, to the best of my power and 
skill, that there may be a consent and united mind in 
your judges to serve you, and strengthen your business. 
For I am persuaded there cannot be a sacrifice, from 
which there may come up to you a sweeter odour of rest, 
than this effect, whereof I speak. 

For this wretched murderer, Bertram ! , now gone to 
his place, I have, perceiving your majesty's good liking 
of what I propounded, taken order, that there shall be a 
declaration concerning the cause in the king's bench, by 
occasion of punishment of the offence of his keeper ; and 
another in chancery, upon the occasion of moving for an 
order, according to his just and righteous report. And 
yet withal, I have set on work a good pen *, and myBelf 
will overlook it, for making some little pamphlet fit to 
fly abroad in the country. 

For your majesty's proclamation touching the wearing 
of cloth, after I had drawn a form as near as I could to 
your majesty's direction, I propounded it to the lords, 
my lord chancellor being then absent ; and after their 
lordships' good approbation, and some points by them 
altered, I obtained leave of them to confer thereupon 
with my lord chancellor and some principal judges, which 
I did this afternoon ; so as, it being now perfected, I 
shall offer it to the board to-morrow, and so send it to 
your majesty. 

1 John Bertram, a grave man, above seventy years of age, and of a clear 
reputation, according to Camden, Annates Regis Jacobi I. p. 21. He killed 
with a pistol, in Lincoln's Inn, on the 12th of November, 1616, Sir Jobi 
Tyndal, a master in Chancery, for having made a report against him ia a 
cause, wherein the sum contended for did not exceed 2001, He hanged hua* 
self in prison on the 17th of that month. 

• Mr, Trott. 
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So humbly craving your majesty's pardon for troubling 
you with so long a letter, specially being accompanied 
with other papers, I ever rest 

Yonr Majesty's most humble and bounden Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

This 21st of November, at ten at Night [1 616]. 

% ———————————— 

REMEMBRANCES FOR THE KING BEFORE HIS GOING 

INTO SCOTLAND. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

Although your journey be but as a long progress, 
and that your majesty shall be still within your own land ; 
and therefore any extraordinary course neither needful, 
nor in my opinion fit ; yet nevertheless, I thought it 
agreeable to my duty and care of your service, to put you 
in mind of those points of form, which have relation, not 
so much to a journey into Scotland, as to an absence from 
your city of London for six months, or to a distance from 
your said city near three hundred miles ; and that in an 
ordinary course, wherein I lead myself, by calling to con- 
sideration what things there are, that require your signa- 
ture, and may seem not so fit to expect sending to and 
fro; and therefore to be supplied by some precedent 
warrants. 

First, your ordinary commissions of justice, of assize, 
and the peace, need not your signature, but pass of 
course by your chancellor. And your commissions of 
lieutenancy, though they need your signature, yet if any 
of the lieutenants should die, your majesty's choice and 
pleasure may be very well attended. Only I should think 
fit, under your majesty's correction, that such of your 
lord lieutenants, as do not attend your person, were com- 
manded to abide within their counties respectively. 

For grants, if there were a longer cessation, I think 
your majesty will easily believe it will do no hurt. And 
yet if any be necessary, the continual dispatches will 
supply that turn. 

That, which is chiefly considerable, is proclamations, 
which all do require your majesty's signature, except 
you leave some warrant under your great seal to your 
standing council here in London. 
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It is true, I cannot foresee any case of such sudden 
necessity, except it should be the apprehension of some 
great offenders, or the adjournment of the term upon 
sickness, or some riot in the city, such as hath been about 
the liberties of the Tower, or against strangers, &c. But 
your majesty, in your great wisdom, may perhaps think 
of many things, that I cannot remember or foresee : and 
therefore it was fit to refer those things to your better 
judgment. 

Also my lord chancellor's age and health is such, as it 
doth not only admit, but require the accident of his death 1 
to be thought of ; which may fall in such a time, as the 
very commissions of ordinary justice before-mentioned, 
and writs, which require present dispatch, cannot well be 
put off. Therefore your majesty may be pleased to take 
into consideration, whether you will not have such a com- 
mission, as was prepared about this time twelvemonth in 
my lord's extreme sickness, for the taking of the seal into 
custody, and for the seal of writs and commissions for 
ordinary justice, till you may advise of a chancellor or 
keeper of the great seal. 

Your majesty will graciously pardon my care, which is 
assiduous ; and it is good to err in caring even rather too 
much than too little. These things, for so much as con- 
cerneth forms, ought to proceed from my place, as attor- 
ney, unto which you have added some interest in matter, 
by making me of your privy council. But for the main 
they rest wholly in your princely judgment, being well 
informed; because miracles are ceased, though admiration 
will not cease, while you live. 

Indorsed, February 21, 1616. 



SIR EDWARD COKE TO THE KING. 

MOST GRACIOUS SOTEREIGN, 

I think it now my duty to inform your majesty of the 
motives that induced the lord chancellor and judges to 
resolve, that a murder or felony, committed by one 
Englishman upon another in a foreign kingdom, shall be 

1 He died at the age of seventy, on the 15th of March, 161$, having resigned 
the great seal on the 3d of that month ; which was given on the 7th to Sir 
Francis Bacon. 
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punished before the constable and marshal here in Eng- 

First, in the book-case, in the 13th year of king Henry 
the fourth, in whose reign the statute was made, it is 
expressly said, one liege-man was killed in Scotland by 
another liege-man ; and the wife of him that was killed, 
did sue an appeal of murder in the constable's court of 
England. Vide Statutum, saith the book, deprimo Hen- 
riei IV. Cap. 14. Et contemporanea expositio est 
fortissima in Lege. Stanford, 1 an author without ex- 
ception, saith thus, fol. 65, a. : « By the statute of Henry 
IV. Cap. 14. if any subject kill another subject in a 
foreign kingdom, the wife of him, that is slain, may 
have an appeal in England before the constable and 
" marshal ; which is a case in terminis terminantibus. 
" And when the wife, if the .party slain have any, shall 
" have an appeal, there, if he hath no wife, his next heir 
" shall have it." 

If any fact be committed out of the kingdom, upon the 
high sea, the lord admiral shall determine it. If in a 
foreign kingdom, the cognizance belongeth to the con- 
stable, where the jurisdiction pertains to him. 

And these authorities being seen by Bromley, chan- 
cellor, and the two chief justices, they clearly resolved 
the case, as before I have certified your majesty. 

I humbly desire I may be so happy, as to kiss your 
Majesty's hands, and to my exceeding comfort to see your 
sacred person ; and I shall ever rest 

Your Majesty's faithful and loyal subject, 

EDW. COKE. 

Feb. 25 [161f]. 

To the King's most excellent Majesty: 



TO THE KING*. 

MAT IT PLEASE TOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

My continual meditations upon your majesty's service 

1 Sir William, the most ancient writer on the pleas of the crown. He was 
born in Middlesex, August 22, 1509, educated in the university of Oxford, 
studied the law at Gray's Inn, in which he was elected autumn reader In 
1545, made serjeant in 1552, the year following queen's Serjeant, and, in 
1554, one of the justices of the Common Pleas. He died August 28, 1558. 

* His Majesty had begun his journey towards Scotland, on the 14th of 
March, 161f. 

VOL. VI. P 
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and greatness have, amongst other things, produced this 
paper inclosed, which I most humbly pray your majesty 
to excuse, being that, which, in my judgment, I think to 
be good both de vero, and udpoptdum. Of other things 
I have written to my lord of Buckingham. God for ever 
preserve and prosper your majesty. 

Your Majesty's humble Servant, 
must devoted and most boninJen, 

FR. BACOS. 

March 33, lfilfi. 

Indorsed, 

My lord keeper to his majesty, with some additional 
instructions for Sir John Digby. 



Additional instructions to Sir John Digby '. 

Besides your instructions directory to the substanceof 
the main errand, we would have you in the whole carriage 
and passages of the negotiation, as well with the king 
himself, as the duke of Lerma, and council there, intermix 
discourse upon fit occasions, that may express ourselves 
to the effect following : 

That you doubt not, but that botli kings, for that which 
concerns religion, will proceed sincerely, both being intiiv 
and perfect in their own belief and way. But that there 
are so many noble and excellent effects, which are equaUv 
acceptable to both religions, and for the good and hap- 
piness of the Christian world, which may arise of this 
conjunction, as the union of both kings in actions of state, 
as may make the difference in religion as laid aside, ana 
almost forgotten. 

As first, that it will be a means utterly to extinguish 
and extirpate pirates, which are the common enemies of 
mankind, and do so much infest Europe at this time. 

Also, that it may be a beginning and seed (for the like 
actions heretofore have had less beginnings) of a holy war 
against the Turk : whereunto it seems the events of time 
do invite Christian kings, in respect of the great corruption 
and relaxation of discipline of war in that empire ; and 
much more in respect of the utter ruin and enervatiouof 
the Grand Signor's navy and forces by sea ; which openeth 

1 Anibajsiiftor to the rourt of Spain. 
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a way, with congregating vast armies by land, to suffocate 
and stanre Constantinople, and thereby to put those pro- 
vinces into mutiny and insurrection. 

Also, that by the same conjunction there will be erected 
a tribunal, or praetorian power, to decide the controversies, 
which may arise amongst the princes and estates of Christ- 
endom, without effusion of Christian blood ; for so much 
as any estate of Christendom will hardly recede from that, 
which the two kings shall meditate and determine. 

Also, that whereas there doth, as it were, creep upon 
the ground a disposition in some places to make popular 
estates and leagues to the disadvantage of monarchies, the 
conjunction of the two kings will be able to stop andim- 
pedite the growth of any such evil. 

These discourses you shall do well frequently to treat 
upon, and therewithal to fill up the spaces of the active 
part of your negociation ; representing, that it stands well 
with the greatness and majesty of the two kings to extend 
their cogitations and the influence of their government, 
not only to their own subjects but to the state of the whole 
world besides, specially the Christian portion thereof. 



Account of Council Business. 

For remedy against the infestation of pirates, than which 
there is not a better work under heaven, and therefore 
worthy of the great care his majesty hath expressed con- 
cerning the same, this is done : 

First, Sir Thomas Smith l hath certified in writing, on 
the behalf of the merchants of London, that there wUl be 
a contribution of 20,0001. a year, during two years space, 
towards the charge of repressing the pirates ; wherein we 
do both conceive, that this, being as the first offer, will 
be increased. And we consider also, that the merchants 

1 Of Biborottgh in Kent, second son of Thomas Smith, of Ostenhanger, 
of that county, Esq. He had fanned the customs in the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth, and was sent by king James I. ambassador to the court of Russia, in 
March 1604-5 ; from whence returning, he was made governor of the society 
of merchants trading to the East-Indies, Muscovy, the French and Summer 
Islands ; and treasurer for the colony and company of Virginia . He built a 
magnificent house at Deptfbrd, which was burnt on the 30th of January, 
1618 ; and in April 1619, he was removed from his employment of governor 
and treasurer, upon several complaints of frauds committed by him. 

p2 
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of the West, who have sustained in proportion far greater 
damage than those of London, will come into the circle, 
and follow the example : and for tiiat purpose letters are 
directed unto them. 

Secondly, for the consultation de tnodo of the arming 
and proceeding against them, in respect that my lord 
admiral ' cometh not yet abroad, the table hatb referred 
it to my lord treasurer", the lord Carew', and Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer *, who heretofore hath served as 
treasurer of the navy, to confer with the lord admiral, 
calling to that conference Sir Robert Mansell, and others 
expert in sea-service ; and so to make report unto the 
board. At which time some principal merchants sliall 
likewise attend for the lords better information. 

So that, when this is done, his majesty shall be advertised 
from the table : whereupon his majesty may be pleased to 
take into his royal consideration, both the business in 
itself, and as it may have relation to Sir John Digby's 
embassage. 

For safety and caution against tumults and disorders 
in and near the city, in respect of some idle flying papers, 
that were cast abroad of a May-day, &c. the lords have 
wisely taken a course neither to nurse it, or nourish it, by 
too much apprehension, nor much less to neglect due 
provision to make all sure. And therefore order is given, 
that as well the trained bands, as the military bands newly 
erected, shall be in muster as well weekly, in the mean 
time, on every Thursday, which is the day upon which 
May-day falleth, as in the May-week itself, the Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Besides, that the 
strength of the watch shall that day be increased. 

For the buildings in and about London, order is given 
for four selected aldermen, and four selected justices, to 
have the care and charge thereof laid upon them ; and 
they answerable for the observing of his majesty's pro- 
clamation, and for stop of all farther building ; for which 

' Charles Howard, earl of Nottingham. 

* Thomaj Howard, earl of Suffolk, 

■ George, lord Carew, who had been president of Minister, in Ireland 
and was now master of the ordnance. He was created enrl of Tot new !■■ 
kins Charles I. in 1&16. 

• Sir Fulkttreville. 
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purposes the said Eslus are warned to be before the board, 
where they shall receive a strait charge, and be tied to 
a continual account. 

For the provosts marshals, there is already direction 
given for the city and the counties adjacent ; and it shall 
he strengthened with farther commission, if there be cause. 

For the proclamation, that lieutenants, not being 
counsellors, deputy-lieutenants, justices of the peace, and 
gentlemen of quality, should depart the city, and reside 
in their countries : we find the city so dead of company 
of that kind for the present, as we account it out of season 
to command that, which is already done. But after men 
have attended their business the two next terms, in the 
end of Trinity-term, according to the custom, when the 
justices shall attend at the star-chamber, I shall give a 
charge concerning the same : and that shall be corrobo- 
rated by a proclamation, if cause be. 

For the information given against the Witheringtons, 
that they should countenance and abet the spoils and 
disorders in the middle shires ; we find the informers to 
falter and fail in their accusation. Nevertheless, upon 
my motion, the table hath ordered, that the informer shall 
attend one of the clerks of the council, and set down arti- 
culately what he can speak, and how he can prove it, and 
against whom, either the Witheringtons or others. 

For the causes of Ireland, and the late letters from the 
deputy \ we have but entered into them, and have ap- 
pointed Tuesday for a farther consultation of the same ; 
and therefore of that subject I forbear to write more for 
this present. 

Indorsed, 

March 30, 161 7- An account of council business. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER*. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Whereas the late lord chancellor thought it fit to 
dismiss out of the chancery a cause touching Henry 
Skip with to the common law, where he desireth it should 

1 Sir Oliver St. John, afterwards viscount Grandison. 
• Hart. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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be decided : these are to intreat your lordship ' in the 
gentleman's favour, that if the adverse party shall attempt 
to bring it now back again into your lordship's court, you 
would not retain it there, but let it rest in the place 
where now it is, that without more vexation unto him in 
posting him from one to another, he may have a final 
hearing and determination thereof. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's ever at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

This is a business, wherein I spake to my lord Chan- 
cellor l ; whereupon he dismissed the suit. 

Lincoln, the '1th of April, 1617. 



TO THE REVEREND UNIVERSITY OP OXFORD '. 

Amongst the gratulations I have received, none 
more welcome and agreeable to me than your lettei 
wherein the less I acknowledge of those attributes y< 
give me, the more I must acknowledge of your affection, 
which bindeth me no less to you, that are professors of 
learning, than my own dedication doth to learning itself. 
And therefore you have no need to doubt, but I wifl 
emulate, as much as in me is, towards you the merits of 
him that is gone, by how much the more I take myself to 
have more propriety in the principal motive thereof. And 
for the equality you write of, I shall by the grace of God, 
far as may concern me, hold the balance as equally be- 
tween the two universities, as I shall hold the balance of 
other justice between party and party. And yet in 

1 This iethefirst of many letters, which the marquis of Buckingham 
to lord Bacon in favour of persons, who had causes depending in, or likely ta 
come into, the court of Chancery. And it is not improbable, that seen re- 
commendations were considered in that age as less extraordinary and irre- 
gular, than they would appear now. The marquis made the same kind of 
applications to lord Bacon's successor, the lord keeper Williams, in whose 
Lift, by bishop Hacket, Part I. p, 107, we are informed, that " there was 
not a cause. of moment, bnt, as soon as it came to publication, one of tiie 
parties brought letters from this niighly peer, and the lord keeper's patron." 

* Ellesmere. 

* From the collections of the late Robert Stephens, F.sq., hit (orlop 
royal, and John Locker, Esq., now in possession of the editor. 
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cases I must meet with some inclinations of affection, 
which nevertheless shall not carry me aside. And so I 
commend you to God's goodness. 

Your most loving and assured friend, 

FR. BACON. 

Gor bam bury, April 1*, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER 1 . 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 



I have acquainted his majesty with your letters, who 
liked all your proceedings well, saving only the point, tot 
which you have since made amends, in obeying his plea- 
sure touching the proclamation. His majesty would have 
your lordship go thoroughly about the business of Ireland, 
whereinto you are so well entered, especially at this time, 
that the chief justice * is come over, who hath delivered 
his opinion thereof to his majesty, and hath understood 
what his majesty conceived of the same ; wherewith he 
will acquaint your lordship, and with his own observation 
and judgment of the businesses of that country. 

I give your lordship hearty thanks for your care to 
satisfy my lady of Rutland's 1 desire; and will be as 
eareful, when I come to York, of recommending your suit 
to the bishop 4 . So I rest 

Your Lordship's ever at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newark, the 5th of April, 1617. 

Ta my very honourable lord, Sir Francis Bacon, knight, lord 
keeper of the great seal of England. 

' * Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* Sir John Deaham, one of the lordb justices of Ireland' in 1616. He was 
made one of the barons of the Exchequer in England, May 2, 161,7. He died 
January 6, 1638, in the eightieth year of his age. He was the first who set 
up customs in Ireland (not but there were laws for the same before), of which 
the first year's revenue amounted but to 5001. ; but before his death, whieli 
was about twenty-two years after, they were let for 54,0002. per annum. 
Bor last's Reduction of Ireland to the Crown of England, p. 200. Edit. London, 
1675. 

* Frances, countess of Rutland, first wife of Francis, earl of Rutland, and 
daughter and coheir of Sir Henry Knevet, of Charleton in Wiltshire, knight. 
.She had by the earl an only daughter and heir, Catharine, first married to 
George, marquis, and afterwards duke, of Buckingham ; and secondly to 
Randolph Mac-Donald, earl, and afterwards marquis, of Antrim in Ireland. 

4 Relating to York-house. 
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TO THE LORD KEEPER 1 . 

I spake at York with the archbishop *, touching the 
house, which he hath wholly put into your hands, to do 
with it what your lordsliip shall be pleased. 

I have heretofore, since we were in this journey, moved 
his majesty for dispatch of my lord Brackley's f business : 
but because his majesty never having heard of any pre- 
cedent in the like case, was of opinion, that this would be 
of ill consequence in making that dignity as easy, as the 
pulling out of a sword to make a man a knight, and so 
make it of little esteem, he was desirous to be assured, 
first, that it was no new course, before he would do it in 
that fashion. But since he can receive no assurance from 
your lordship of any precedent in that kind, his majesty 
intendeth not so to precipitate the business, as to expose 
that dignity to censure and contempt, in omitting the 
solemnities required, and usually belonging unto it. 

His majesty, though he were a while troubled with a 
little pain in his back, which hindered his hunting, is now, 
God be thanked, very well, and as merry as he ever was ; 
and we have all held out well. 

I shewed his majesty your letter, who taketh very well 
your care and desire to hear of Ms health. 

So I commit you to God, and rest 

Your Lordship's most assured friend la do you service, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Auklaud, the lBtb of April, 1617. 

Since the writing of this letter, I have had some farther 
speech with his majesty, touching my lord Brackley ; and 
find, that if, in your lordship's information in the course, 
you write any thing, that may tend to the furthering of 
the dispatch of it in that kind, he desireth it may be done. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

' Dr. Tobie Matthew. 

* Who desired to be created earl in an unu;ual mnnner, by letters patent*, 
without the delivering of the patent by the king's own hand, or without the 
ordinary solemnities of creation. He was accordingly created earl of Bridg- 
water, May 27, 1617. 
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m 

TO THE LORD KEEPER \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I send your lordship the warrant for the queen * signed 
by his majesty, to whom I have likewise delivered your 
lordship's letter. And touching the matter of the pirates, 
his majesty cannot yet resolve ; but within a day or two 
your lordship shall see a dispatch, which he purposeth to 
send to the lords of his council in general, what his opinion 
and pleasure is in that point. 

I would not omit this opportunity to let your lordship 
know, that his majesty, God be thanked, is in very good 
health, and so well pleased with his journey, that I never 
saw him better, nor merrier. So I rest 

Your Lordship's ever at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

From Newcastle, the 23d of Apr. 1617. 



LORD KEEPER BACON TO MR. MAXEY, FELLOW OF 
TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE*. 

After my hearty commendations, I having heard of 
you, as a man well deserving, and of able gifts to become 
profitable in the church ; and there being fallen within 
my gift the rectory of Frome St. Quintin with the chapel 
of Evershot, in Dorsetshire, which seems to be a thing of 
good value, 18/. in the king's books, and in a good country, 
I have thought good to make offer of it to you ; the 
rather for that you are of Trinity college, whereof myself 
was some time : and my purpose is to make choice of men 
rather by care and inquiry, than by their own suits and 
commendatory letters. So I bid you farewell. 

From your loving friend, 

FR. BACON, C. S. 

From Dorset Honse, 23 April, 1617. 

1 Hart. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* Relating to her house. See the lord keeper's letter of April 7, 1617, 
printed in his works. 

* From the collections of the late Robert Stephens, Esq. 
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THE LORD KEEPER TO HI3 NIECE, TOUCHING HER 
MARRIAGE. 

Amongst your other virtues, I know there wanteth 
not in you a mind to hearken to the advice of your friends. 
And therefore you will give me leave to move you again 
more seriously than before in the match with Mr. Comp- 
troller'. 

The state, wherein you now are, is to be preferred 
before marriage, or changed for marriage, not simply the 
one or the other, but according as, by God's providence, 
the offers of marriage are more or less fit to be embraced. 
This gentleman is religious, a person of honour, being 
counsellor of state, a great officer, and in very good favour 
with his majesty. He is of years and health fit to be com- 
fortable to you, and to free you of burdensome cares. 
He is of good means, and a wise and provident man, and 
of a loving and excellent good nature ; and, I find, hath 
set his affections upon you ; so as I foresee you may 
sooner change your mind, which, as you told me, is not 
yet towards marriage, than find so happy a choice. I 
hear he is willing to visit you, before his going into France, 
which, by the king's commandment, is to be within some 
ten days : and I could wish you used him kindly and with 
respect. His return out of France is intended before 
Michaelmas. God direct you, and be with you. I rest 

Year ycry loving Uncle, nnd assured Friend, 

FR. BACON. 
Dorset-house, tliis 28th of April, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER . 



I understand that Sir Lewis Trcsham hath a suit 
depending in the chancery before your lordship ; and 

' Sir Thomas Edmonds, who bad been appointed lo that office, December 
11, 1616; and January 19, 1617-8, was made treasurer of (lis household. He 
had been married to Magdalen, one of the daughters and coheirs of Sir John 
Wood, knight, clerk of Ihe signet : which lady died at Paris, Dec. SI, 1614. 

The proposal for a second marriage between him and the lord keeper's 
niece does not appear to have had success. 

' Harl.MSS, Vol. 7006. 
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therefore out of my love and respect toward him, I have 
thought fit to recommend him unto your favour so far 
only, as may stand with justice and equity, which is all 
he desireth, having to encounter a strong party. And 
because he is shortly to go into Spain, about some other 
business of his own, I farther desire your lordship to give 
him what expedition you can, that he may receive no 
prejudice by his journey. 

v Your Lordship's ever at command,- 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Indorsed M^y 6, 1646. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER \ 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have by reports heard that, which doth much grieve 
and trouble me, that your lordship hath, through a pai» 
in one of your legs, been forced to keep your chamber. 
And being desirous to understand the true estate of your 
health, which reports do not always bring, I intreat your 
lordship to favour me with a word or two from yourself, 
which, I hope, will bring me the comfort I desire, who 
cannot but be very sensible of whatsoever happeneth to 
your lordship, as being 

Yonr Lordship's most affectionate to do yon service, 

6. BUCKINGHAM. 

His majesty, God be thanked, is very well and safely 
returned from his hunting journey. 

From Edinburgh, the 3d of June, 1617. 



TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

This day I have made even with the business of the 
kingdom for common justice ; not one cause unheard ; 
the lawyers drawn dry of all the motions they were to 
make ; not one petition unanswered. And this, I think, 
could not be said in our age before. This I speak not 
out of ostentation, but out of gladness when I have done 
my duty. I know men think I cannot continue, if I 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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should thus oppress myself with business : but that account 
is made. The duties of life are more than life ; and, if 
I die now, I shall die before the world will be weary of 
me, which in our times is somewhat rare. And all this 
while I have been a little unperfect in my foot. But I 
have taken pains more like the beast with four legs, than 
like a man with scarce two legs. But if it be a gout, 
which I do neither acknowledge, nor much disclaim, it 
is a good-natured gout ; for I have no rage of it, and it 
goeth away quickly. I have hope, it is but an accident 
of changing from a field-air ' to a Thames-air ' ; or rather, 
I think, it is the distance of the king and your lordship 
from me, that doth congeal my humours and spirits. 

When I had written this letter, I received your lord- 
ship's letter of the third of tliis present, wherein your 
lordship sheweth your solicitous care of my health, which 
did wonderfully comfort me. And it is true, that at this 
present I am very well, and my supposed gout quite 
vanished. 

I humbly pray you to commend my service, infinite 
in desire, howsoever limited in ability, to his majesty, to 
hear of whose health and good disposition is to me the 
greatest beatitude, which I can receive in this world. And 
I humbly beseecli his majesty to pardon me, that I do 
not now send him my account of council business, and 
other his royal commands, till within these four days ; 
because the flood of business of justice did hitherto wholly 
possess me ; which, I know, worketh this effect, as it con- 
tenteth his subjects, and knitteth their hearts more and 
more to his majesty, though, I must confess, my mind is 
upon other matters, as his majesty shall know, by the grace 
of God, at his return. God ever bless and prosper you. 

Your Lordship'* true ami must devoted Friend anil Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

Whitehall, this 8th of June, 1617. 

' Gray'* Inn. 

* DonetJmusr, originally l.el.mging lo the bishop* of, Salisbury, afterward, 
the house of Sir Rirhnrd Saikville, and then of his sun Kir Thoin.is, earl of 
Dorset, ntid Lord Trcasnrer. 
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TO THE LORD KEEPER 1 . 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Your lordship will understand, by Sir Thomas Lake's 
letter, his majesty's directions touching the surveyor's 
deputy of the court of wards. And though I assure my- 
self of your lordships care of the business, which his 
majesty maketh his own ; yet my respect to Sir Robert 
Naunton* maketh me add toy recommendation thereof 
to your lordship, whom I desire to give all the furtherance 
and assistance you can to the business, that no prejudice 
or imputation may light upon Sir Robert Naunton, 
through his zealous affection to attend his majesty in 
this journey. 

I will not omit to let you know, that his majesty is 
very well, and receiveth much contentment in his journey. 
And with this conclusion, I rest 

Your Lordship's most affectionate to do yon service, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Edinburgh, the 11th of June, 1617. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT FENTON *. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I thank your lordship for your courteous letter ; and 
if I were asked the question, I would always chuse rather 
to have a letter of no news, than a letter of news ; for 
hews imports alteration : but letters of kindness and re- 
spect bring that, which, though it be no news amongst 
friends, is more welcome. 

I am exceedingly glad to hear, that this journey of his 
majesty, which I never esteemed more than a long pro- 
gress, save that it had reason of state joined with plea- 
sure, doth sort to be so joyful and so comfortable. 

For your parliament, God speed it well ; and for ours, 
you know the sea would be calm, if it were not for the 

' Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

• Surveyor of the court of wards. 

* Sir Thomas Er&ine, who for his service to the king, in the attempt of the 
earl of Gowry, was, upon his majesty's accession to the throne of England, 
made captain of his guard in the room of Sir Walter Raleigh. He was after- 
wards created earl of Kellv. 
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winds : and I hope the king, whensoever that shall be, 
will find those winds reasonably well laid. 

Now that the sun is got up a little higher, God ordains 
all things to the happiness of his majesty, and his mo- 
narchy. 

My health, I thank God, is good ; and I hope this 
supposed gout was but an incomer. I ever rest 

Yoor Lordship's affectionate and assured Friend, 

PR. BACON. 
TTHfiitatfl, It in i in [I617]. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER, WRITTEN FROM SCOTLAND, 
JUNE 28, 1618'. 

I will begin to speak of the business of this day ; 
opus hujus did in die suo, which is of the parliament. 
It began on the 7th of this month, and ended this day, 
being the 28th of June. His majesty, as I perceived by 
relation, rode thither in great state the first day. These 
eyes are witnesses, that he rode in an honourable fashion, 
as I have seen him in England, this day. All the lords 
rode in English robes : not an English lord on horseback, 
though all the parliament-house at his majesty's elbow, 
but my lord of Buckingham, who waited upon the king's 
stirrup in his collar, but not in lus robes. His majesty 
the first day, by way of preparation to the subject of the 
parliament, made a declaratory speech, wherein he ex- 
pressed himself what he would not do, but what he would 
do. The relation is too prolix for a sheet of paper ; and 
I am promised a copy of it, which I will bring myself 
unto your lordship with all the speed I may. But I may 
not be so reserved, as not to tell your lordship, that in 
that speech his majesty was pleased to do England and 
Englishmen much honour and grace ; and that he studied 
nothing so much, sleeping and waking, as to reduce the 
barbarity, I have warrant to use the king's own word, 
of this country unto the sweet civility of ours ; adding 
farther, that if the Seotish nation would be as docible to 
learn the goodness of England, as they are teachable to 
limp after their ill, he might with facility prevail in his 

1 From a ropy in the Paper-office. 
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desire : for they had learned of the English to drink 
healths, to wear coaches and gay cloaths, to take tobacco, 
and to speak neither Scotish nor English. Many such 
diseases of the times his majesty was pleased to enumerate, 
not fit for my pen to remember, and graciously to re- 
cognize, how much he was beholden to the English nation 
for their love and conformity to his desires. The king 
did personally and infallibly sit amongst them of the par- 
liament every day ; so that there fell not a word amongst 
them, but his majesty was of council with it. 

The whole assembly, after the wonted manner, was 
abstracted into eight bishops, eight lords, eight gentle- 
men, knights of the shires, and eight lay burgesses for 
towns. And this epitome of the whole parliament did 
meet every day in one room to treat and debate of the 
great affairs of the kingdom. There was exception taken 
against some of the lower house, which were returned by 
the country, being pointed at as men averse in their ap- 
petites and humours to the business of the parliament, 
who were deposed of their attendance by the king's power ; 
and others, better affected, by the king's election, placed 
in their room. 

The greatest and weightiest articles, agitated in this 
parliament, were specially touching the government of 
the kirk and kirkmen, and for the abolishing of heredi- 
tary sheriffs to an annual charge ; and to enable justices 
of the peace to have as well the real execution, as the 
title of their places. For now the sheriff doth hold jura 
regalia in his circuit without check or controlment ; and 
the justices of the peace do want the staff of their autho- 
rity. For the Church and commonwealth, his majesty 
doth strive to shape the frame of this kingdom to the 
method and degrees of the government of England, as by 
reading of the several acts it may appear. The king's 
desire and travail herein, though he did suffer a momen- 
tary opposition (for his countrymen will speak boldly to 
him,) hath in part been profitable. For though he hath 
not fully and complementally prevailed in all things, yet 
he hath won ground in most things, and hath gained acts 
of parliament to authorize particular commissioners, to 
set down orders for the Church and ehurchmen, and to 
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treat with sheriffs for their offices hy way of pecuniary 
composition. But all these proceedings are to have an 
inseparable reference to his majesty. If any prove un- 
reasonably and undutifully refractory, his majesty hath 
declared himself, that he will proceed against him by the 
warrant of the law, and by the strength of his royal 
power. 

His majesty's speech this tlay had a necessary connexion 
with his former discourse. He was pleased to declare 
what was done and determined in the progress of this 
parliament ; his reasons for it ; and that nothing was 
gotten by shouldering or wrestling, but by debate, judg- 
ment, and reason, without any interposition of his royal 
power in any thing. He commanded the lords in state 
of judicature, to give life, by a careful execution, unto 
the law, which otherwise was but mortuum cadaver et 
bona peritura. 

Thus much touching the legal part of my advertise- 
ment unto you. I will give your lordship an account in 
two lines of the complement of the country, tune, and 
place. 

The country affords more profit and better content- 
ment, than I could ever promise myself, by my reading 
of it. 

The king was never more cheerful in body and miud, 
never so well pleased : and so are the English of all con- 
ditions. 

The entertainment, very honourable, very general, and 
very full : every day feasts and invitations. I know not 
who paid for it. They strive, by direction, to give us all 
fair contentment, that we may know, that the country is 
not so contemptible, but that it is worth the cherishing. 
The lord provost of this town, who in English is the 
mayor, did feast the king and all the lords this week ; 
and another day all the gentlemen. And, I confess, it 
was performed with state, with abundance, and with a 
general content. 

There is a general, and a bold expectation, that Mr. 
John Murray shall be created a baron of this country ; 
and some do chat, that my lord of Buckingham's Mr. 
Wray shall be a groom of the bed-chamber in his place. 
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There hath been yet no creation of lords, since his 
majesty did touch Scotland : but of knights many, yet 
not so many as we heard in England ; but it is thought 
all the pensioners will be knights to-morrow. Neither 
are there any more English lords sworn of the privy 
council here, save my lord of Buckingham. 

The earl of Southampton, Montgomery, and Hay, are 
already gone for England. 

I have made good profit of my journey hither ; for I 
have gotten a transcript of the speech, which your lord- 
ship did deliver at your first and happy sitting in chan- 
cery ; which I could not gain in England. It hath been 
shewed to the king, and received due approbation. The 
God of heaven, all-wise and all-sufficient, guard ^nd assist 
your lordship in all your actions : for I can read here 
whatsoever your lordship doth act there ; and your courses 
be such, as you need not to fear to give copies of them. 
But the king's ears be wide and long, and he seeth with 
many eyes. All this works for your honour and comfort, 
I pray God nothing be soiled, heated, or cooled in the 
carriage. Envy sometimes attends virtues, and not for 
good; and these bore certain proprieties and circum- 
stances inherent to your lordship's mind ; which men may 
admire, I cannot express. But I will wade no farther 
herein, lest I should seem eloquent. I have been tpQ 
saucy with your lordship, and held you too long with my 
idleness. He that takes time from your lordship, robs 
the public. God give your body health, and your soul 
heaven. 

My lord of Pembroke, my lord of Arundel, my lord 
Zouch, and Mr. Secretary Lake, were new sworn of the 
council here. 

TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I have sent inclosed a letter to his majesty concern^ 
ing the strangers ; in which business I had formerly 
written to your lordship a joint letter with my lord of 
Canterbury, and my lord Privy Seal \ and Mr. Secretary 
Winwood. 

1 Edward, earl of Worcester. 
VOL. VI. Q 
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I am, I thank God, much relieved with my being in 
the country-air, and the order I keep ; so that of late 
years I have not found my health better. 

Your lordship writeth seldomer than you were wont.; 
but when you are once gotten into England, you will be 
more at leisure. God bless and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's true and devoted friend and servant, 

FR. BACON. 

Qorhambury, July 29, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER \ 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 
in this business of Sir John Bennet's \ hath altogether 
followed your lordship's direction. 

His majesty hath at length been 1 pleased to dispatch 
Mr. Lowder % , according to your lordship's desire, for the 
place in Ireland. What the cause of the stay was, I shall 
impart to your lordship, when I see you, being now too 
long to relate. 

His majesty hath not yet had leisure to read the little 
book you sent me to present unto him ; but, as soon as I 
see the fittest opportunity, I will offer it to him again. 

His majesty, God be thanked, is very well ; and I am 
exceeding glad to hear of your health, that you are of so 
good term-proof, which is the best of it, being you are in 
those businesses put most to the trial, which I wish may 
long continue in that strength, that you may still do his 
majesty and your country that good service, whereof we 
hear so general approbation, that it much rejoiceth me, 
who rest 

Your Lordships ever at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Falkland, the 5th of July, 161 7. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7()«>6. 

• Of Godstow in Oxfordshire, who was sent to Brussels to the archduke, 
to expostulate with him concerning a libel on the king, imputed to Eryciw 
Puteanus, and intitled, Isauci Caiaulwni Corona Rtgi*. 

1 He had been solicitor to the queen ; but finding her dislike of him, he was 
willing to part with his place for that of one of the barons of the exchequer 
in Ireland; for which he was recommended by the lord keeper to the earl of 
Buckingham, in a letter dateil at Whitehall, May S.~>, 1617. 
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TO THE KINO l , 



MAVlT PLKASC YOtR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

I do very much thank your majesty for your lettelr, and 
think myself much honoured by it. For though it con- 
tain some matter of dislike, in which respect it hath grieved 
me moire than any event, which hath fallen out in my life ; 
yet because I know reprehensions from the best masters 
to the best servants are necessary ; and that no chastise- 
ment is pleasant for the time, but yet worketh good effects ; 
and for that I find intermixed some passages of trust and 
grace ; and find also in myself inwardly sincerity of in- 
tention, and conformity of will, howsoever I may have 
erred ; I do not a little comfort myself, resting upon your 
majesty's accustomed favour ; and most humbly desiring, 
that any one of my particular notions may be expounded 
by the constant and direct course, which, your majesty 
knoweth, I have ever held in your service. 

And because it hath pleased your majesty, of your 
singular grace and favour, to write fully and freely unto 
me ; it is duty and decorum in me not to write shortly to 
your majesty again, but with some length ; not so much 
by way of defence or answer, which yet, I know, your 
majesty would always graciously admit ; as to shew, thai 
I have, as I ought, weighed every word of your majesty's 
letter. 

First, I do acknowledge, that this match of Sir John 
Villiers is magnum in parvo in both senses, that your 
majesty speaketh. But your majesty perceiveth well, 
that T took it to be in a farther degree, majus in parvo, 
in rtispect of your service. But since your majesty biddeth 
me to confide upon your act of empire, I have done. For, 
aff the Scripture saith, ' to God all things are possible •/ 
so certainly to wise kings much is possible. But for that 
second sense, that your majesty speaketh of, magnum in 
parvo, in respect of the stir ; albeit it being but a most 
lawful and ordinary thing, I most humbly pray your ma- 
jesty to pardon me, if I signify to you, that we here take 

1 This letter appears, from the indorsement of the ki*jf> ***£* *• **• *? 
have been written mt Gorhambary, July 25, 1617. That j||f inwf ■*&- jkfc 
daw in hi* ffW**, should be August 3, 1617, as I find by Die e*j(mal drUtftit 
oflt. 

Q2 
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the loud and vocal, and as I may call it, streperous car- 
riage to have been far more on the other side, which in- 
deed is inconvenient, rather than the thing itself. 

Now for the manner of my affection to my lord of 
Buckingham, for whom I would spend my life, and that 
which is to me more, the cares of my life ; I must humbly 
confess, that it was in this a little parent-like, this being 
no other term, than his lordsliip hath heretofore vouch- 
safed to my counsels; but in truth, and it please your 
majesty, without any grain of disesteem for his lordship'! 
discretion. For I know him to he naturally a wise man, 
of a sound and staid wit, as I ever said unto your majesty. 
And again, I know he hath the best tutor in Europe. 
But yet I was afraid, tluit the height of liis fortune migh 
make him too secure ; and as the proverb is, a looker-on 
sometimes seeth more than a gamester. 

For the particular part of a true friend, which you 
majesty witnesseth, that the earl hath lately performs 
towards me, in palliating some errors of mine ; it is no 
new thing with me to be more and more bound to his 
lordship; and I am most humbly to thank, whatsoever 
it was, both your majesty and him ; knowing well, that 
I may, and do commit many errors, and must depend upon 
your majesty's gracious countenance and favour for them, 
and shall have need of such a friend near your majesty 
For 1 am not so ignorant of mine own case, but that 
know I am come in with as strong an envy of some par- 
ticulars, as with the love of the general. 

For my opposition to this business, which, it seemeth. 
hath been informed your majesty, I think it was meant, 
if it be not a thing merely feigned, and without truth or 
ground, of one of these two things ; for I will dissemble 
nothing with your majesty. It is true, that in those matters, 
which, by your majesty's commandment and reference, 
came before the table concerning Sir Edward Coke, I was 
sometimes sharp, it may be too much ; but it was will 
end to have your majesty's will performed ; or else, when 
methought he was more peremptory than became him, in 
respect of the honour of the table. It is true also, that 
I disliked the riot or violence, whereof we of your council 
gave your majesty advertisement by our joint letter : and 
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I disliked it the more, because he justified it to be law ; 
which was his old song. But in that act of council, which 
was made thereupon, I did not see but all my lords were 
as forward as myself, as a thing most necessary for pre- 
servation of your peace, which had been so carefully and 
firmly kept in your absence. And all this had a fair end, 
in a reconcilement made by Mr. Attorney *, whereby both 
husband and wife and child should have kept together. 
Which, if it had continued, I am persuaded the match had 
been in better and fairer forwardness, than now it is. 

Now for the times of things, I beseech your majesty to 
understand that which my lord of Buckingham will witness 
with me, that I never had any word of letter from his 
lordship of the business, till I wrote my letter of advice ; 
nor again, after my letter of advice, till five weeks after, 
which was now within this sennight. So that although 
I did in truth presume, that the earl would do nothing 
without your Majesty's privity ; yet I was in some doubt, 
by this his silence of his own mind, that he was not earnest 
in it, but only was content to embrace the officious offers 
and endeavours of others. 

But, to conclude this point, after I had received, by 
a former letter of his lordship, knowledge of his mind, 
I think Sir Edward Coke himself, the last time he was 
before the lords, might particularly perceive an alteration 
in my carriage. And now that your majesty hath been 
pleased to open yourself to me, I shall be willing to farther 
the match by any thing, that shall be desired of me, or 
that is in my power. 

And whereas your majesty conceiveth some dregs of 
spleen in me by the word Mr. Bacon ; truly it was but 
to express in thankfulness the comparative of my fortune 
unto your majesty, the author of the latter, to shew how 
little I needed to fear, while I had your favour. For, I 
thank God, I was never vindicative nor implacable. 

As for my opinion of prejudice to your Majesty's service, 
as I touched it before, I have done; I do humbly acquiesce 
in your majesty's satisfaction, and rely upon your majesty's 
judgment, who unto judgment have also power, so to 
mingle the elements, as may conserve the fabric. 

1 Sir Henry Yelverton. 
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For the interest, which I have in the mother, I do not 
doubt but it was increased by this, that I in judgment, 
as I then stood, affected that which she did in passion. 
But I think the chief obligation was, that I stood so firmly 
to her in the matter of her assurance, wherein I supposed 
I did your Majesty service, and mentioned it in a memo- 
rial of council-business, as half craving thanks for it. And 
sure I am now, that, and the like, hath made Sir Edward 
Coke a convert, as I did write to your majesty in my last. 

For the collation of the two spirits, I shall easily sub- 
scribe to your Majesty's answer ; for Solomon were no 
true man, if in matter of malice the woman should not be 
the superior. 

To conclude, I have gone through, with the plainness 
of truth, the parts of your majesty's letter : very humbly 
craving pardon for troubling your majesty so long ; and 
most humbly praying your majesty to continue me in your 
grace and favour, which is the fruit of my life upon the 
root of a good conscience. And although time in this 
business have cast me upon a particular, which, I confess 
may have probable shew of passion or interest ; yet God 
is my witness, that the thing, that most moved me, was 
an anxious and solicitous care of your majesty's state and 
service, out of consideration of the time past and present 

God ever preserve and bless your majesty, and send 
you a joyful return after your prosperous journey. 



P 



The King to the Lord Keeper, in answer to his LordMp- 

letter from Gorkambury, of July '25, 1617- 

Right trusty and well beloved counsellor, we greet 
you well. 

Although our approach doth now begin to be near 
London, and that there doth not appear any great necessity 
of answering your last letter, since we are so shortly to be 
at home ; yet we have thought good to make some ob- 
servations to you upon the same, that you may not err, 
by mistaking our meaning. 

The first observation we are to make is, that, wherets 
you would invert the second sense, wherein we took > 
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magma* inparvo, in accounting it to be made magnum 
by their streperous carriage, that were for the match, we 
cannot but shew you your mistaking therein. For eveiy 
wrong must be judged by the first violent and wrongous 
ground, whereupon it proceeds. And was not the thefteous 
stealing away of the daughter from her own father l the 
first ground whereupon all this great noise hath since 
proceeded ? For the ground of her getting again came 
upon a lawful and ordinary warrant, subscribed by one of 
our council *, for redress of the former violence : and except 
the father of a child might be proved to be either lunatic, or 
idiot, we never read in any law, that either it could be law- 
ful for any creature to steal his child from him ; or that it 
Was a matter of noise and streperous carriage for him to 
hunt for the recovery of his child again. 

Our next observation is, that whereas you protest your 
affection to Buckingham, and thereafter confess, that it 
is in some sort parent-like ; yet, after that you have 
praised his natural parts, we will not say, that you throw 
all down by a direct imputation upon him ; but we are 
sure you do not deny to have had a greater jealousy of his 
discretion, than, so far as we conceive, he ever deserved 
at your or any man's hands. For you say, that you were 

1 Lady Hattoh had first removed her daughter to Sir Edmund Withipole's 
house, near Oatlands, without the knowledge of Sir Edward Coke ; and from 
thence, according to a letter of Mr. Chamberlain, dated July 19, 1617, the 
young lady was privately conveyed to a house of the lord of Argyle's by 
Hampton-Court. " Whence," adds Mr. Chamberlain, " her father, with a 
wlfttant from Mr. Secretary [Win wood] fetched her : but indeed went 
farther than his warrant* and brake open divers doors before be got her.*' 
9 Secretary Winwood, who, as Mr. Chamberlain observes in the letter 
cited in the note above, was treated with ill language at the council-hoard 
by the lord keeper, and threatened with a praemunire, on account of his 
warrant granted to Sir Edward Coke. His lordship, at the same time, told 
the lady Compton, mother of the earl of Buckingham, that they wished well 
to her and her sons, and would be ready to serve the earl with all true affection ; 
whereas others did it out of faction and ambition. Which words glancing 
Airectly at secretary Winwood, he alledged, that what he had done was by 
the direction of the queen and the other parties, and shewed a letter of appro- 
bation of all his courses from the king, making the whole table jndge what 
jhckhk or kmbUion appeared in his carriage : to which no answer was returned. 
The queen, some time after, taking notice of the disgust, which the lord 
keeper had conceived against secretary Winwood, and asking his lordship, 
what occasion the secretary had given him to oppose himself so violeutly 
aganttt hhh, his lordship answered, " Madam, I can say no more but be is 
proad,and I am proud." MS. Utter of Mr. Chamberlain, October 11, 1617. 



232 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

afraid that the height of his fortune might make him too 
secure; and so, as a looker-on, you might sometimes see 
more than a gamester. Now we know not how to interpret 
this in plain English otherwise, than that you were afraid, 
that the height of his fortune might make him misknow 
himself. And surely, if that be your parent-like affectum 
toward iiim, he hath no obligation to you for it. And, 
for our part, besides our own proof, that we find him far- 
thest from that vice of any courtier, that ever we had so 
near about us ; so do we fear, that you shall prove the 
only phenix in that jealousy of all the kingdom. For we 
would be very sorry, that the world should apprehend 
that conceit of him. But we cannot conceal, that we 
think it was least your part of any to enter into that 
jealousy of him, of whom we have heard you oft speak in 
a contrary style. And as for that error of yours, which 
helatelypalliated, whereof you seem to pretend ignorance; 
the time is so short since you commended to him one ' to 
be of the barons of our exchequer in Ireland, as we cannot 
think you to be so short of memory, as to have forgotten 
how far you undertook in that business, before ac- 
quainting us with it ; what a long journey you made the 
poor man undertake, together with the slight recom- 
mendation you sent of him ; which dravc us to those straits, 
that both the poor man had been undone, and your credit 
a little blasted, if Buckingham had not, by his importunity, 
made us both grant you more than suit, for you had already 
acted apart of it, and likewise run a hazard of the hindrance 
of your own service, by preferring a person to so important 
a place, whom you so slightly recommended, 

Our third observation is upon the point of your opj>o- 
sitionto this business, wherein you either do, or at least 
would seem to, mistake us a little. For first, whereas 
you excuse yourself of the oppositions you made against 
Sir Edward Coke at the council-table, both for that, and 
other causes ; we never took upon us such a patrociny of 
Sii 1 Edward Coke, as if he were a man not to be meddled 
withal in any case. For whatsoever you did against him, 
by our employment and commendation, we ever allowed 
it, and still do, for good service on your part. De bonii 

1 Mr. Lowder. See the letter of (he earl Of Buckingham of the 5lh of Jul?. 
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operibus nan lapidamus vos. But whereas you talk of the 
riot and violence committed by him, we wonder you make 
no mention of the riot and violence of them, that stole away 
his daughter, which was the first ground of all that noise, as 
we said before. For a man may be compelled by manifest 
wrong beyond his patience ; and the first breach of that 
quietness, which hath ever been kept since the beginning of 
our journey, was made by them that committed the theft* 
And for your laying the burden of your opposition upon 
the council, we meddle not with that question ; but the 
opposition, which we justly find fault with you, was the 
refusal to sign a warrant for the father to the recovery of 
his child, cl$d with those circumstances, as is reported, 
of your slight carriage to Buckingham's mother, when 
she repaired to you upon so reasonable an errand. What 
farther opposition you made in that business, we leave 
it to the due trial in the own time. But whereas you 
would distinguish of times, pretending ignorance either 
of our meaning or his, when you made your opposition ; 
that would have served for a reasonable excuse not to have 
furthered such a business, till you had been first employed 
in it: but that can serve for no excuse of crossing any 
thing, that so nearly concerned one, whom you profess 
such friendship unto. We will not speak of obligation; 
for surely we think, even in good manners, you had reason 
not to have crossed any thing, wherein you had heard his 
name used, till you had heard from him. For if you had 
willingly given your consent and hand to the recovery of 
the young gentlewoman ; and then written both to us 
and to him what inconvenience appeared to you to be in 
such a match ; that had been the part indeed of a true 
servant to us, and a true friend to him. But first to make an 
opposition ; and then to give advice by way of friendship, 
is to make the plow go before the horse. 

Thus leaving all the particulars of your carriage, in this 
business, to the own proper time, which is ever the dis- 
coverer of truth, we commend you to God. Given under 
our signet at Nantwich, in the fifteenth year of our reign 
of Great Britain, &c. 
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TO THE LORD KEEPER BACON '. 

4 HfY XORD, 

If your man had been addressed only to me, I shotdd 
have been careful to have procured him a more speedy 
dispatch : but now you have found another way of ad- 
dress, I am excused ; and since you are grown weary of 
employing me, I can be no otherwise in being employed. 
In this business of my brother's, that you overtrouble 
yourself with, I understand from London by some of 
my friends, that you have carried yourself with much 
scorn and neglect both toward myself and friends ; which, 
if it prove true, I blame not you, but myself, who wag 
ever 

Your Lorcfeliip'B assured friend, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

[Jnly, 1617]. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER. 

«TY LORD, 

I have received your lordship's letter by your tnan ; 
btft having so lately imparted my mind to you in my 
former letters, I refer your lordship to those letters, 
without making a needless repetition, and rest 

Yonr Lordship's at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

A*hton, the 25th of Aug. 1617. 

To my honourable lord, Sir Francis Bacon, knight, lard 
keeper of the great seal of England. 



SIR HENRY YELVERTON, ATTORNEY-GENERAL, *6 fftt 

LORD KEEPER BACON. 

MY MOST WORTHY AND HONOURABLE LORD, 

I dare not think my journey lost, because I have 
with joy seen the face of my master, the king, though 
more clouded towards me than I looked for. 

Sir Edward Coke hath not forborne, by any engine, 
to heave at your honour, and at myself ; and he works 

1 Front the collections of Robert Stephens, Esq. deceased. 
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by the weightiest instrument, the earl of Buckingham, 
who, as I see, sets him as close to him as his shirt, the 
earl speaking in Sir Edward's praise, and, as it were, 
menacing in his spirit. 

My lord, I emboldened myself to assay the temper 
of my lord of Buckingham to myself, and found it very 
fervent, misled by information, which yet I find he em- 
braced as truth, and did nobly and plainly tell me, be 
would not secretly bite; but whosoever had any inter- 
est, or tasted of the opposition to his brother's marriage, 
he would as openly oppose them to their faces, and 
they should discern what favour he had, by the power 
he would use. 

In the passage between him and me, I stood with 
much confidence upon these grounds. 

First, that neither your lordship, nor myself had any 
way opposed, but many ways had furthered, the fair 
passage to the marriage. 

Secondly, that we only wished the manner of Sir Ed- 
ward's proceedings to have been more temperale, and 
more nearly resembling the earl's sweet disposition. 

Thirdly, that the chiefest check in this business was 
Sir Edward himself, who listened to no advice, who 
was so transported with passion, as he purposely de- 
clined the even way, winch your lordship and the rest 
of the lords left both Mm, Ins kdy, and his daughter, in. 

Fourthly, I was bold to stand upon my ground ; and 
so I said I knew your lordship would, that these were 
slanders, which were brpught him of us both, and that 
it stood not with his honour to give credit to them. 

After I had passed these straits with the earl, leaving 
bin* leaning still to the first relation of envious and odious 
adversaries, I adventured to approach his majesty, who 
graciously gave me his hand to kiss, but intermixed 
withal that I deserved not that fevour, if three or four 
things were true, which he had to object against me. 
I was bold to crave his princely justice ; first, to hear, 
then to judge ; which he graciously granted, and said, 
he wished I could clear myself. I answered I would not 
appeal to his matey in any of the points, but would en- 
dure the severest censure, if any of them were true. 
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Whereupon he said, he would reserve his judgment till 
he heard me ; which could not be then, his other occa- 
sions pressed him so much. All this was in the hearing 
of the earl ; and I protest, I think the confidence in ray 
innocency made me depart half justified ; for I likewise 
kissed his majesty's hand at his departure ; and though 
out of his grace he commanded my attendance to War- 
wick, yet upon my suit he easily inclined to give me the 
choice, to wait on him at Windsor, or at London. 

Now, my lord, give me leave, out of all my affec- 
tions, that shall ever serve you, to intimate touching 
yourself. 

1. That every courtier is acquainted, that the earl 
professeth openly against you, as forgetful of his kind- 
ness, and unfaithful to him in your love, and in your 
actions. 

2. That he returneth the shame upon himself, in not 
listening to counsel, that dissuaded his affection from 
you, and not to mount you so high, not forbearing in 
open speech, as divers have told me, and this bearer, 
your gentleman, hath heard also, to tax you, as if it were 
an inveterate custom with you, to be unfaithful to him, 
as you were to the carls of Essex and Somerset. 

3. That it is too common in every man's mouth in 
court, that your greatness shall be abated ; and as your 
tongue hath been as a razor to some, so shall theirs be 
to you. 

4. That there are laid up for you, to make your bur- 
den the more grievous, many petitions to his majesty 
against you. 

« My lord, Sir Edward Coke, as if he were already 
upon his wings, triumphs exceedingly ; hath much pri- 
vate conference with his majesty ; and in public doth 
offer himself, and thrust upon the king, with as great 
boldness of speech, as heretofore. 

It is thought, and much feared, that at Woodstock 
he will again be recalled to the council-table ; for neither 
are the earl's ears, nor his thoughts, ever off him. 

Sir Edward Coke, with much audacity, affirmeth his 
daughter to be most deeply in love with Sir John Vi!- 
liers ; that the contract pretended with the earl of Ox- 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 2S7 

ford is counterfeit ; and the letter also, that is pretended 
to have come from the earl. 

My noble lord, if I were worthy, being the meanest 
of all to interpose my weakness, I would humbly desire, 

1. That your lordship fail not to be with his majesty 
at Woodstock. The sight of you will fright some. 

2. That you single not yourself from other lords ; 
but justify the proceedings as all your joint acts ; and I 
little fear but you pass conqueror. 

3. That you retort the clamour and noise in this 
business upon Sir Edward Coke, by the violence of his 
carriage. 

4. That you seem not dismayed, but open yourself 
bravely and confidently, wherein you can excel all sub- 
jects ; by which means I know you shall amaze some, 
and daunt others. 

I have abused your lordship's patience long ; but my 
duty and affection towards your lordship shall have no 
end : but I will still wish your honour greater, and rest 
myself 

Your Honour's servant, 

HENRY YELVBRTON*. 

Daventry, Sept. 3, 1617. 

I beseech your lordship burn this letter. 

To the right honourable his singular good lordship, the lord 

keeper of tJie great seal. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER. 

MY LORD, 

* T * 

I haye received so many letters lately from your lord- 
ship, that I cannot answer them severally : but the ground 
of them all being only this, that your lordship feareth 
I am so incensed against you, that I will hearken to 
every information that is made unto me; this one letter 
may well make answer unto them all. As his majesty 
is not apt to give. ear to any idle report against men of 
your place; so, for myself, I will answer, that it is far 
from my disposition .to take any advantage in that kind. 
And for your lordship's unkind dealing with me in this 
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matter of ray brother's, time will try all. His majesty 
hath given me commandment to make tliis answer in h» 
name to your letter to him, that he needeth not to make 
any other answer to you, than that which in that letter 
you make to yourself, that you know his majesty to he so 
judicious, that whatsoever he heareth, he will keep one 
ear open to you. Which being indeed his own princely 
disposition, you may be assured of his gracious favour in 
that kind. 

I will not trouble your lordship with any longer dis- 
course at this time, being to meet you so shortly, where 
will be better trial of all that hath passed, than can be 
made by letters. So I rest 

Your Lorilihip's at loiiminml, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



To the right honourable Sir Francis Bacon, knight, lord 
keeper of the great veal of England. 



Advice to the King, for reviving the Commisxion of Suit*. 

That which for the present I would have spoken with 
his majesty about, as a matter wherein time may be 
precious, being upon the tenderest point of all others. 
For though the particular occasion may be despised, and 
yet nothing ought to be despised in this kind, yet the 
counsel thereupon I conceive to he most sound and neces- 
sary, to avoid future perils. 

There is an examination taken within these few days, 
by Mr. Attorney, concerning one Baynton, or Baynham, 
for his name is not yet certain, attested by two witness 
that the said Baynton, without any apparent shew 
being overcome with drink, otherwise than so as might 
make him less wary to keep secrets, said, that he had been 
lately with the king, to petition him for reward of service ; 
which was denied him. Whereupon it was twice in hi* 
mind to have killed lus majesty. The man is not 
apprehended, and said by some to I>e mad, or half ) 
which, in my opinion, is not less dangerous : for 
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men commonly do most mischief ; and the manner of has 
speaking imported no distraction. But the counsel I 
would but of my care ground hereupon, is, that . his 
majesty would revive the commission for suits, which hath 
been now for these three years, or more, laid down. Foe 
it may prevent any the like wicked cogitation*, which the 
devil may put into the mind of a roarer or swaggerer* 
upon a denial : and besides, it will free his majesty from 
much importunity, and save his coffers also. For I am 
sure when I was a commissioner, in three whole years 
space there passed scarce ten suits that were allowed. 
And I doubt now, upon his majesty's coming home from 
this journey, he will be much troubled with petitions and 
suits ; which maketh me think this, remedy more season* 
able. It is not meant, that suits generally should pass that 
way, but only such suits as his majesty would be rid on. 

Indorse*!, 

September 21, 1617- 
To revive the commission of suits. For the King. 



THE EARL OP BUCKINGHAM TO THE LORD KEEPER, SIR 

FRANCIS BACON 1 . 



MY LORD, 



I have made his majesty acquainted with your note 
concerning that wicked fellow's speeches, which hfe 
majesty contemneth, as is usual to his great spirit in these 
cases. But, notwithstanding, his majesty is pleased, that 
it shall be exactly tried, whether this foul-mouthed fellow 
was taken either with drunkenness or madness, when he 
spake it. And as for your lordship's advice for setting up 
again the commissioners for suits, his majesty saith, there 
will be time enough for thinking upon that, at his coming 
to Hampton Court. 

But his majesty's direction, in answer of your letter, 
hath given me occasion to join hereunto a discovery upon 
the discourse you had with me this day*. For I do freely 

1 Thist seems to be the letter to which the lord keeperrotiwpejfean answer, 
September *£, 1617, printed in his works. 

* At Windsor, according to Sir Antony WeldoD, who may perhaps be 
believed in such a circumstance as this. Set Court and Character of King: 
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confess, that your offer of submission unto me, and in 
writing, if so I would have it, battered so the unkindness, 
that I had conceived in my heart for your behaviour 
towards me in my absence, as out of the sparks of my old 
affection towards you, I went to sound his majesty's in- 
tention towards you, specially in any public meeting; 
where I found, on the one part, his majesty so little satis- 
fied with your late answer unto liim, which he counted, 
for I protest I use his own terms, confused mid childish, 
and his rigorous resolution, on the other part, so fixed, that 
he would put some public exemplary mark upon you : 
as I protest the sight of his deep-conceived indignation 
quenched my passion, making me upon the instant change 
from the person of a party into a peace-maker ; so as I 
was forced upon my knees to beg of his majesty, that lie 
would put no public act of disgrace upon you. And as, 
I dare say, no other person would have been patiently 
heard in this suit by his majesty but myself; so did 1, 
though not without difficulty, obtain thus much, that be 
would not so far disable you from the merit of your future 
service, as to put any particular mark of disgrace upon 
your person. Only thus far his majesty protesteth, that 
upon the conscience of his office he cannot omit, though 
laying aside all passion, to give a kindly reprimand, at his 
first sitting in council, to so many of his counsellors as 
were then here behind, and were actors in this business, for 
their ill behaviour in it. Some of the particular errors 
committed in this business he will name, but withoi 
accusing any particular persons by name. 

Thus your lordship seeth the fruits of my natural 
clination. I protest, all this time past it was no sn 
grief unto me to hear the mouth of so many, upon this 
occasion, open to load you with innumerable malicious 
and detracting speeches, as if no music were more pleasing 
to my ear, than to rail of you ; which made me rather 
regret the ill nature of mankind, that, like dogs, love 
set upon them that they see snatched at. 

And, to conclude, my lord, you have hereby a fair occa- 
sion so to make good hereafter your reputation, by your 
sincere service to his majesty, as also by your firm and 
constant kindness to your friends, as I may, your lordship's 
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old friend, participate of the comfort and honour that will 
thereby come to you. Thus I rest at last 

Your Lordship's faithful friend and servant, 

G. B. 

The force of your old kindness hath made me set down 
this in writing unto you, which sbme, that have deserved 
ill of me in this action, would be glad to obtain by word 
of mouth, though they be far enough from it, for ought 
I yet see. But I beseech your lordship to reserve this 
secretly to yourself only, till our meeting at Hampton 
Court, lest his majesty should be highly offended, for a 
cause that I know. 

Indorsed, 

A letter of reconciliation from lord Buckingham, after his 

majesty's return from Scotland. 

TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

BIT VERT GOOD LOUD, 

It may please your lordship to let his majesty under- 
stand, that I have spoken with all the judges, signifying 
to them his majesty's pleasure touching the commendams. 
They all una voce did re-affirm, that his majesty's powers, 
neither the power of the crown, nor the practised power 
by the archbishop, as well in the commendam ad recipi- 
endum, as the commendam ad retinendum, are intended 
to be touched; but that the judgment is built upon the 
particular defects and informalities of this commendam 
now before them. They received with much comfort; 
that his majesty took so well at their hands the former 
stay, and were very well content and desirous, that when 
judgment is given, there be a faithful report made of the 
ieaSm thereof. ^ 

The accounts of the summer-circuits, as well as that of 
the lent-circuit, styall be ready against his majesty's coming. 
They will also be ready with some account of their labQurs 
concerning Sir Edward Coke's Reports: wherein I told 
them his majesty's meaning was, not to disgrace the person, 
but to rectify the work, having in his royal contemplation 
rather posterity than the present. 

The two points touching the peace of the middle shires, 
I have put to a consult with some selected judges. 

VOL. VI. R 
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The cause oi' the Egertons I have put off, and sli.il 
presently enter into the treaty of accord, according to h 
majesty's commandment, which is well tasted abroad i 
respect of his compassion towards those ancient families. 

God ever preserve and prosper your lordship, accordin 
to the faithful and fervent wishes of 

Your Lordship's inie Friend anil devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON. 



TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

I HAVEreformed the ordinance according to his majestr*! 
corrections, which were very material. And for the first 
of phrasis ?ion placet, I understand his majesty, nay far- 
ther, I understand myself, tlte better for it. I send your 
lordship therefore six privy seals ; for every court will 
look to have their several warrant. I send also two bills 
for letters patents to the two reporters : and for the persons, 
I send also four names, with my commendations of those 
two, for which I will answer upon my knowledge. Tin 1 
names must be filled in the blanks : and so they are to be 
returned. 

For the business of the court of wards, your lordship's 
letter found me in the care of it. Therefore, according 
to his majesty's commandment, by you signified, I hare 
sent a letter for his majesty's signature. And the direc- 
tions themselves are also to be signed. These are not to 
be returned to me, lest the secret come out ; but to be 
sent to my lord of Wallingford, as the packets used to 
be sent. 

I do much rejoice to hear of his majesty's health and 
good disposition. For me, though I am incessantly in 
business, yet the reintegration of your love inakcth nit 
find all things easy. 

God preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordsliip's true Friend anil devoted ServkM, 

FR. BACOS. 

York-home, Oct. 18, 16IT. 



I 
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I have delivered the judges advice, touching the middle 
shires, unto his majesty, who liketh it very well. As for 
the point of law, his majesty will consider of it at more 
leisure, and then send you his opinion thereof. And so I rest 

Yonr Lordaliip'a faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Hinchinbrokc, the *5d of Oct. 161?. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER . 



His majesty hath spent some time with Sir Lionel 
Cranfield about his own business, wherewith he acquainted 
his majesty. He hath had some conference with your 
lordship, upon whose report to his majesty of your zeal 
and care of his service, which his majesty accepteth very 
well at your hands, he hath commanded Sir L. Cranfield 
to attend your lordship, to signify his farther pleasure 
for the furtherance of his service ; unto whose relation I 
refer you. His majesty's farther pleasure is, you acquaint 
no creature living with it, he having resolved to rely upon 
your care and trust only. 

Thus wishing you all happiness, I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Oct. i6, 1617. 



SIR FRANCIS ENGLEFYLD* TO THE LORD KEEPER. 

Give me leave, I beseech your lordship, for want of 

■ Hart. MSB. Vol. 7006. " Ibid. 

■ This gentleman was very unfortunate in his behaviour, with regard Is 
those who had the great seal ; for in Hilary term of Hie year 16SJ, he was 
fined 5000!. by die Star-Chamber, lor casting an imputation of bribery on the 
lord keeper Williams, bishop of Lincoln. MS. Letter of Mr. Chamberlain 
to Sir Dudley Carle ton, dated at London, 162j. Sir Francis had been com- 
mitted to the Fleet for a contempt of a donee in Chancery ; upon which he 
was charged, by Sir John Rennet, with having said before sufficient witness, 
that he could prove this holy bishop judge had been bribed by some that 
fared well in their causes," A few days after the sentence in the Star- 
Chamber, the lord keeper sent for Sit Francis, and lolrt him, he would refute 
tiis foul aspersioni, and prove upon him, that he scorned the pelf of the world, 

r2 









244 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 



24 

other means, by this paper to let your lordship understand, 
that notwithstanding I rest in no contempt, nor have to 
my knowledge broken any order made by your lordship 
concerning the trust, either for the payment of money, 
or assignment of land ; yet, by reason of my close im- 
prisonment, and the unusual carriage of this cause against 
me, I can get no counsel, "who will in open court deliver 
my case unto your lordship. I must therefore humbly 
leave unto your lordship's wisdom, how far your lordship 
will, upon my adversary's fraudulent bill exhibited by 
the wife without her husband's privity, extend the most 
powerful arm of your authority against me, who desire 
nothing but the honest performance of a trust, which 1 
know not how to leave, if I would. So, nothing doubting 
but your lordsliip will do what appertaineth to justice, 
and the eminent place of equity your lordship holdetli, 
I must, since I cannot understand from your lordsliip tin 1 
cause of my late close restraint, rest, during your lord- 
ship's pleasure, 

Your Lordship's close Piisoticr.in the Fleet, 

FR. ENGLEPYLD. 
Oct. SB, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER . 



I have thought good to renew my motion to your 
lordship, in the behalf of my lord of Huntingdon, my 
lord Stanhope, and Sir Thomas Gerard ; for that I am 
more particularly acquainted with their desires ; they only 
seeking the true advancement of the charitable uses, unto 
which the land, given by their grand-father, was intended : 
which, as I am informed, was meant by way of a corpo- 
ration, and by this means, that it might be settled upon 
the schoolmaster, usher, and poor, and the coheirs to be 
visitors. The tenants might be conscionably dealt withal 
and so it will be out of the power of any feoffees to abuse 
the trust ; which, it hath been lately proved, have been 

or to exact, or make lucre of any man: and that for his ovru part, lie fiirgi':: 
liim every penny of bis fine, and would crave the same mercy towards him 
from the king. Bishop Hackel's LiftofArihbhh^, milium, Pttrtl.pp.BS.M. 

; Hurl. MSS. Vol. 7«W. 
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hitherto the hindrance of this good work. These coheirs 
desire only the honour of their ancestor's gift, and wish 
the money, misemployed and ordered to.be paid into 
court by Sir John Harper, may rather be bestowed ;by 
your lordship's discretion for the augmentation of the 
foundation of their ancestors, than by the censure of any 
other. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobald's, November 12. 

Indorsed, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER \ 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Though I had resolved to give your lordship no more 
trouble in matters of controversy depending before you, 
with what importance soever my letters had been ; yet 
the respect I bear unto this gentleman hath so far forced 
my resolution, as to recommend unto your lordship the 
sit, which, I am informed by him, is Jreceive a hiring 
before you on Monday next, between Barnaby Leigh and 
Sir Edward Dyer, plaintiffs, and Sir Thomas Thynne* 
defendant ; wherein I desire your lordsh.ps favour on 
the plaintiffs so far only as the justice of their cause shall 
require. And so I r Jt J 

Your Lordship's*faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, the 15th of Nov. 

Indorsed, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER 5 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

The certificate being returned upon the commission 
touching Sir Richard Haughton's alum-mines, I have 
thought fit to desire your lordship's furtherance in the 

i 

' Hari. MSS. Vol, 7006. 

• Eldest son of Sir John Thynne, knight, who died November 21, 1604. 
This Sir Thomas's younger son by his first wife, Mary, daughter of George, 
lord Andley, was rather of Thomas Thynne, Esq. assassinated by the followers 
of Count Coningsmark, February 12, 1682-3. 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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business, which his majesty, as your lordship will see by 
his letter, much affecteth as a bargain for his advantage, 
and for the present relief of Sir Richard Haughton. 
What favour your lordship shall do him therein, I will 
not fail to acknowledge, and will ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM, 

1, 



Received November 16, 1617- 



TO THE LORD KEEPER '. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

have acquainted his majesty with your lordship's 
letter, who liketh well of the judges opinion you sent unto 
him, and hath pricked the sheriff of Buckinghamshire in 
the roll you sent, which I return signed unto your 
lordship. 

His majesty takes very well the pains you have taken 
in sending to Sir Lionel Cranfield ; and desireth you to 
send to him again, and to quicken him in the business. 

Yoor Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

His majesty liketh well the course taken about hi* 
houshold, wherewith he would have your lordship, and 
the rest of his council, to go forward. 

Newmarket, the 17th of November, 1617. 
Indorsed, 
My lord of Buckingham shewing his majesty's approbation 
of the courses held touching the houshold. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER . 

■Y HONOURABLE loill), 

Understanding, that Thomas Hukeley, a merchant 
of London, of whom I have heard a good report, intendeth 
to bring before your lordship in chancery a cause de- 
pending between him, in right of his wife, daughter' of 
William Austen, and one John Horsmendon, who married 

1 Hirl. MSS. Vol. 7006, > Ibid. 
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another daughter of the said Austen ; I have thought fit 
to desire your lordship to give the said Thomas Hukeley 
a favourable hearing when his cause shall come before 
you ; and so far to respect him for my sake, as your 
lordship shall see him grounded upon equity pnd reason ; 
which is no more than, I assure myself, your lordship will 
grant readily, as it is desired by 

Yoor Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorsed, 

November 17> 161 7« 

TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

MT VERY GOOD LORD, 

The last letter of my lord's, whereof the conclusion 
indeed is a little blunt, as the king calleth it, was con- 
cluded in my absence, which hath been but once since I 
came to this town ; and brought me by the clerk of tfeje 
council, as I sat in chancery. Whereupon I retired to a 
little closet I have there, and signed it, not thinking fit 
to sever. 

For my opinion, I dispatched it the morrow Mowing. 
And till Sir Lionel Cranfield* be able to execute his part 
in the sub-commission, it will, in my opinion, not be so 
fit to direct it. He crept to me yesternight, but he is 
not well. I did his majesty's message to him touching 
the tobacco ; and he said he would give his majesty very 
real and solid satisfaction touching the same. 

This is all for the present I shall trouble your lordship 
withal, resting ever 

Yoor Lordship's true Friend and devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON. 
November 90, 16 If. 



1 Ib answer to bu lordship'* letter front NewparM^ November 19, %Hf f 
printed in lord Bacon's works. 

* Be was originally a merchant in the city of London, introduced to the 
Iring* knowledge by the earl of Northampton, and into his service by the 
#s*i *£ frrcsungham, being the great projector lor reftnmng the fctagfs 
bonshoJd, advancing the customs, and other services ; for which he was made 
lord treasurer, baron Cranfield, and earl of Middlesex; but being accused 
by the House of Commons for misdemeanors in his office, be had a severe 

nponlthn by the lords, in 1624. 
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His majesty liketh very well of the draught your lord- 
ship sent of the letter for the sub-commission, and hath 
signed it, as it was, without any alteration, and sent it to 
the lords. Which is all I have to write at this time, but 
that I ever rest 

Vcrar Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Newmarket, the 2d of Decern b. 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER . 



His majesty hath been pleased to refer a petition of 
one Sir Thomas Blackstones to your lordship, who being 
brother-in-law to a gentleman, whom I much respect, 
Sir Henry Constable, I have, at his request, yielded to 
recommend his business so far to your lordship's favour, 
as you shall find his case to deserve compassion, and may 
stand with the rules of equity. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, tbe 4th of December. 



TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Your lordship may marvel, that together with the 
letter from the board, which you see passed so well, there 
came no particular letter from myself; wherein, though 
it be true, that now this very evening I have made even 
with the causes of chancery, and comparing with the causes 
heard by my lord', that dead is, of Michaelmas-term was 
twelve-month, I find them to be double so many and one 
more ; besides that the causes that I dispatch do seldom 
turn upon mc again, as his many times did ; yet never- 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006, , 3 Ibid. ■ Chancellor Elktrntcrc. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 240 

theless I do assure your lordship, that should have been 
no excuse to me, who shall ever assign both to the causes 
of the subject, yea, and to my health, but the leavings of 
times after his majesty's business done. But the truth is, 
I could not speak with Sir Lionel Cranfield, with whom 
of necessity I was to confer about the names, till this 
afternoon. 

First, therefore, I send the names, by his advice, and 
with mine own good allowance of those, which we wish 
his majesty should select ; wherein I have had respect 
somewhat to form, more to the avoiding of opposition, 
but most to the service. 

Two most important effects his majesty's letter hath 
wrought already : the one, that we perceive his majesty 
will go through stitch ; which goeth to the root of our 
disease. The other, that it awaketh the particular officers, 
and will make their own endeavours and propositions less 
perfunctory, and more solid and true for the future. Some- 
what is to be done presently, and somewhat by seasonable 
degrees. For the present, my advice is, his majesty 
would be pleased to write back to the table, that he doth 
well approve, that we did not put back or retard the 
good ways we were in of ourselves ; and that we under- 
stood his majesty's right : that his late direction was to 
give help, and not hindrance, to the former courses ; and 
that h§ doth expect the propositions we have in hand, 
when they are finished : and that for the sub^ommissions, 
he hath sent us the names he hath chosen out of those 
by us sent and propounded ; and that he leaveth the par- 
ticular directions from time to time; in the use of the sub- 
commissioners, wholly to the table. 

This I conceive to be the fairest way; first to seal the 
sub-commission without opening the nature of their em- 
ployments, and without seeming that they should have 
any immediate dependence upon his majesty, but merely 
upon the table. 

As for that which is to be kept in breast, and to come 
forth by parts, the degrees are these : 

First, to employ the sub-commissioners in the re-con- 
sidering of those branches, which the several officers shall 
propound. 
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Next, in taking consideration of other branches of re- 
trenchment, besides those which shall be propounded. 

The third, to take into consideration the great and 
huge arrears and debts in every office ; whether there be 
cause to abate them upon deceit or abuse ; and at least 
how to settle them best, both for the king's honour, and 
avoiding of clamour, and for the taking away, as much 
as may be, that same ill influence and effect, whereby the 
arrear past destroys the good husbandry and reformation 
to come. 

The fourth is to proceed from the consideration of tlie 
retrenchments and arrears to the improvements. 

All these four, at least the last three, I wish not to be 
stirred iu till his majesty's coming. 

God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's (roe Friend and devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON. 

Your lordship will be pleased to have a little care rf 
the bestowing of this letter. 

York-home, this 6th of December, 1617. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER'. 

Lest Mr. Secretary 1 should be come away before the 
delivery of this packet, I have thought fit to direct it to 
your lordship, with this letter to your lordship about the 
court of wards, and another to the lords from his majesty. 
Which is all I have now to write, but that I ever rest 

Yonr Lordships faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, the TU of December, 161T. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER '. 



I have acquainted his majesty with your lordship's 

' Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* Sir Thomas Lake. His colleague, secretary Win wood, died OcMber If, 
1617; and Sir Robert Naunton sneceeded to the pest of secretary, Jumn f. 
161J, from that of surveyor of the Court of Wards. 

' Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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letter, who hath followed your directions therein, and 
written to the lords accordingly. Which is all I have now 
to write to your lordship, but that I shall ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's faithful Frit nil ami Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Newmarket, the 9th day of December, 1617. 

My lord of Buckingham to yonr lordship, skewing the king's 
liking of yonr opinion and choice of names for sub-corn- 



TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Your lordship's letters patents ' are ready. I would 
be glad to be one of the witnesses at the delivery ; and 
therefore, if the king and your lordship will give me leave, 
I will bring it to-morrow at any hour shall be appointed. 

Your Lordship's ever, 
New-Yew', eve, 1617. FR< BAC0N . 

I was bold to send your lordsliip, for yourne w-year*s gift, 
a plain cap of essay, in token, that if your lordship in any 
tiling shall make me your sayman, I will be hurt before 
your lordship shall be hurt. I present therefore to you 
my best service, which shall be my All- Years gift. 



TO THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Sir George Chaworth and I am agreed, so that now 
I shall retain the grace of my place, and yet he rewarded. 
The king hath no ill bargain ; for he hath four times as 
much as he was offered by Sir George of increase ; and 
yet I take upon me to content my servants, and to content 
him. Nevertheless, I shall think myself pleasured by his 
majesty, and do acknowledge, that your lordship hath 
dealt very honourably and nobly with me. 

I send inclosed a letter, whereby your lordship signi- 
fieth his majesty's pleasure to me ; and I shall make the 
warrant to Mr. Attorney. I desire it may be carried in 
privateness. I ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's true Friend and devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON. 
"" is New-Year's eve, 1617. 



1 For the title of Marquis of Buckingham to himself and the male heirs vt 

Lira body. 
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TO SIR JAMES FCLLERTON '. 

I presume to send his highness this pair of small candle- 
sti * 

th 

■ 



sticks, that his light, and the light of his posterity, upon 
the Church and commonwealth, may never fail. I pray 
you do me the favour to present it to his highness, with 
my best and humblest service. 

Your moat affectionate anil assured Friend, 

FR. bacon, c. s. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR ". 






I have heretofore recommended unto your lordsliip 
the determination of the cause between Sir Rowland 
Egerton and Edward Egcrton ', who, I understand, diu 
both agree, being before your lordship, upon the values 
of the whole lands. And as your lordship hath already 
made so good an entrance into the business, I doubt not 
but you will be as noble in furthering the full agreement 
between the parties : whereunto, I am informed, Sir Row- 
land Egerton is very forward, offering on his part that, 
which to me seemeth very reasonable, either to divide the 
lands, and liis adverse party to choose ; or the other to 
divide, and he to choose. Whereupon my desire to your 
lordship is, that you would accordingly make a final end 
between them, in making a division, and setting forth the 
lands, according to the values agreed upon by the parties 
themselves. Wherein, besides the charitable work your 
lordship shall do in makingan end of a controversy between 
those, whom name and blood should tie together, and keep 
in unity, I will acknowledge your favour as unto myself, 
and will ever rest 

Your lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobald's, January 9, 1617. 

1 He had been surveyor of the lands to prince Charles, when. Duke *t 
York ; and was groom of the stole to him, when king. He died in 3aauar), 
1630-1. 

* Sir Francis Bacon had that title given him January 4. 

• This was one of the causes mentioned in the charge of the House of Com 
mom against the lord Bacon; in his answer to which, he acknowledged, 111 
some days after perfecting bis award, which was done with the advice u 
consent of the lord chief justice Hohait, ami publishing it to the parlies, t 
received 5001. of Mr. Edward Egerton, by whom, soon alter bis coming tu 
the seal, he had likewise been presumed with tool, in a purse. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 253 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 



His majesty having given order to Mr. Solicitor * td 
acquaint your lordship with a business touching ale-houses * , 
that upon consideration thereof you might certify your 
opinion unto his majesty, whether it be fit to be granted or 
not ; I have thought fit to desire your lordship to give it 
what favour and furtherance you may, if you find it reason- 
able and not prejudicial to his majesty's service, because 
it concerneth Mr. Patrick Maule, and my brother, Chris- 
topher Villiers, whose benefit I have reason to wish and 
advance by any just courses. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Royston, Jan. 11th, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 4 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Sir John Cotton 5 having acquainted me with a petition 
he intended to exhibit to his majesty, that, without any 
apparent fault committed by him, he was put from his 
office oiCustos Rotalorwn; I have persuaded him to for- 
bear the presenting of his petition, until I had written to 
your lordship, and received your answer. I have therefore 
thought fit to signify unto your lordship, that he is a 
gentleman, of whom his majesty maketh good esteem, 
and hath often occasion to use his service : and therefore, 

1 Hart. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

• Sir Thomas Coventry. 

* The lord chancellor, in his letter to the marquis of Buckingham, dated 
January t5, 1617, printed in his works, has the following passage : " For 
the suit of the ale-houses, which concerneth your brother, Mr. Christopher 
Villiers, and Mr. Patrick Maule, I have conferred with my lord chief 
justice, and Mr. Solicitor thereupon, and there is a scruple in it, that it 
should be one of the grievances put down in parliament; which if it be, I 
may not, in my duty and love to you, advise you to deal in it; if it be not, 
I will mould in the best manner, and help it forward." A patent for licens- 
ing ale-houses being afterwards granted to Sir Giles Mompesson and Sir 
Francis Mitchel, and greatly abused by them, they were punished for those 
abuses by the parliament, which met January 30, 1620-1. 

« HarL MSS. Vol. 7006. 

? Of Lanwade, in Cambridgeshire, knight. He served many years as knight 
of the shire for that county, and died in 1620, at the age of seventy-seven. 
His eldest son, Sir John Cotton, was created a baronet, July 14, 1641. ^ 
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besides that he Is a man of good years, and hath served 
long in the place, I know liis majesty, out of these respects, 
will be loth he should receive any disgrace. I desire there- 
fore to understand from your lordship the reasons of his 
remove, that, if I cannot give satisfaction to the gentleman 
himself, I may at least make answer to his majesty for 
that act of your lordship's, which is alledged to be very 
unusual, unless upon some precedent misdemeanor of the 
party. Thus, having in this point discharged my part 
m taking the best course I could, that no complaint should 
come against you to the king, I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Newmarket, Jan, 16, 1617. 






TO SIR HENRY YELVERTON, ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

MR. iTTOHNElf, 

Whereas there dependeth before me in chancery a 
great cause of tithes concerning the benefices of London, 
though in a particular, yet, by consequence leading to a 
general; his majesty, out of a great religious care of the 
state, both of Church and city, is graciously pleased, that 
before any judicial sentence be pronounced in chancery, 
there be a commission directed unto me, the lord chan- 
cellor, lord treasurer, the lord privy-seal, and the lord 
chamberlain; and likewise to the lord archbishop, the 
lord bishop of Winchester ' and the bishop of Ely * and 
also to the master of the rolls ! , the two lord chief justices 4 , 
justice Dodderidge, and justice Hutton, who formerly 
assisted me in the cause, to treat of some concord in a 
reasonable moderation between the ministers and themayor 
and the commonalty of London in behalf of the citizens ; 
and to make some pact and transaction between them by 
consent, if it may be ; or otherwise to hear and certify 
their opinions touching the cause, that thereupon hi* 
majesty may take such farther order, by directing of a 
proceeding in chancery, or by some other cause, as to his 
wisdom shall seem fit, 

1 Dr. Jump! Montagu. * Dr Lancelot Andrews. ' Sir Julia* Ckmt 
• Sir Henry Monlagu uf the King's Bench, and Sir Henry Hohart oft* 

<*.. ■..!;, ■!■.■!' Pleat. 
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You will have care to draw the commission with some 
preface of honour to his majesty, and likewise to insert in 
the beginning of the commission, that it was de advi- 
samento cancettarii (as it was indeed) lest it should seem 
to be taken from the court. So I commit you to God's etc. 

TR. BACON, CANC. 
January 19th, 1617. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I do not easily fail towards gentlemen of quality to 
disgrace them. For I take myself to have some interest 
in the good wills of the gentlemen of England, which I 
keep and cherish for his majesty's special service. And 
for this gentleman of whom you write, Sir John Cotton, 
I know no cause in the world, why I should have displaced 
him, but that it was certified unto me, that it was his 
own desire to resign : wherein if I was abused, I will restore 
him. But if he did consent, and, now it is done, changeth 
his mind, then I would be loth to disgrace the other, that 
is come in. Therefore I pray your lordship, that I may 
know and be informed from himself what passed touching 
his consent; and I will do him reason. 

Thus, with my thanks to your lordship, I will ever rest 

Your Lordship's true Friend and most devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON, CANC. 
J«n. *0> 1617. 

Indorsed, 

Ts the Marquis of Buckingham, concerning Sir John Cottoris 
resigning the place cfCustos Rotulorum of Cambridgeshire. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR K 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I thank your lordship for your favour to Sir George 
Tipping, in giving liberty unto him to make his appear- 
ance before you after the holy-days, at ftiy request ; who, 
as I understand by some friends of mine, who moved me 
to reoommend him to your lordship's favour, is willing to 
conform himself in performance of the decree made in the 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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chancery by your lordship's predecessor, but that he is 
persuaded, that presently, upon the performance thereof, 
his son will make away the land that shall be conveyed 
unto him : which being come to Sir George from his an- 
cestors, he desireth to preserve to his posterity, I desire 
your lordship's farther favour therefore unto him, that 
you will find out some course, how he may be exempted 
from that fear of the sale of his lands, whereof he is ready 
to acknowledge a fine to his son, and to his heirs by Anne 
Pigot ; and, they failing, to his son's heirs males, and, 
for want thereof, to any of his son's or brethren's heirs 
males, and so to the heirs general of his father and him- 
self, by lineal descent, and the remainder to the crown. 
This offer, which seemeth very reasonable, and for his 
majesty's advantage, I desire your lordship to take into 
your consideration, and to shew him what favour you 
may for my sake ; which I will readily acknowledge, and 
ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Jan. 23, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 



MY HONOURABLE LORD, 



Since I received your lordship's letter, Sir Lionel 
Cranfield being here, hath informed his majesty of the 
whole proceeding in his business of the houshold ; which 
his majesty liketh very well, and is glad it is approved by 
your lordship, of whose care and pains therein he receiv- 
eth very good satisfaction. 

In the business touching Sir John Cotton, your lord- 
ship dealeth as nobly as can be desired ; and so, if it 
should come in question before his majesty, I would 
answer in your behalf. I leave Sir John Cotton to inform 
your lordship by his letter of the business, and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Jan. 24, 1617. 

1 Hail MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 



anr honourable lord, 



I have been intreated by a gentleman, whom I much 
respect, to recommend to your lordship's favour Mr. John 
Huddy, between whom and Mr. Richard Huddy there 
is, as I am informed, a cause to be heard before your 
lordship, in the chancery, on Saturday next. My desire 
unto your lordship is, that you would shew the said John 
Huddy what favour you lawfully may, and as his cause 
will bear, when it cometh before you, for my sake. Which 
I will not fail to acknowledge, ever resting 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Jan. 28, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I understand that his majesty hath been pleased to 
refer a suit unto him by two of his servants, Robert 
Maxwell and John H unt, for the making of sheriffs and 
escheators patents, to your lordship's consideration. My 
desire unto your lordship on their behalf is, that you would 
shew them thus much favour for my sake, and with as 
much expedition as may be, and your lordship's other 
occasions may permit, to certify your opinion thereof unto 
his majesty ; which I will be ready to acknowledge, and 
ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Feb. 4, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR J . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Though I had resolved not to write to your lordship 
in any matter between party and party ; yet at the earnest 
request of my noble friend, the lord Norris, to whom I 
account myself much beholden, I could not but recom- 
mend unto your lordship's favour a special friend of his, 

1 Hart. MSS. Vol. 7006. 'Ibid. 'Ibid. 

VOL. VI. S 



258 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

Sir Thomas Monk, who hath a suit before your lordship 
in the chancery l with Sir Robert Basset ; which, upon 
the report made unto me thereof, seemeth so reasonable, 
that I doubt not but the cause itself will move your lord- 
ship to favour him, if upon the hearing thereof it shall 
appear the same unto your lordship, as at the first sight 
it doth unto me. I therefore desire your lordship to 
shew in this particular what favour you lawfully may, for 
my sake, who will account it as done unto myself; and 
will ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Feb. 4, 1617. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I have sent inclosed a letter to his majesty about the 
public charge I am to give the last Star-Chamber day, 
which is this day sevennight, to the judges and justices 
before the circuit. I pray deliver it to his majesty with 
speed. I send also some papers appertaining to that 
business, which I pray your lordship to have in readiness, 
if his majesty call for them. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's true Friend and devoted Servant, 

FR. BACON, CANC. 

February 6, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His majesty marvelleth, that he heareth nothing of the 
business touching the gold and silver thread J ; and there- 
fore hath commanded me to write unto your lordship to 

1 Lord Bacon was afterwards accused by the House of Commons of having 
received of Sir Thomas Monk 100 pieces ; which he did not deny, but al« 
ledged, that it was after the suit was ended. 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* A patent for the monopoly of which was granted to Sir Giles Mompesson 
and Sir Francis Mitchel, who were punished for the abuse of that patent by 
the parliament, which met January 30, 1620-1. 
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hasten the dispatch of it ; and to give him as speedy an 
account thereof as you can. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Feb. 7. 

Indorsed, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I understand by this bearer, Edward Hawkins, how 
great pains your lordship hath taken, in the business 
which I recommended to you concerning him, and how 
favourably your lordship hath used him for my sake. For 
which I give your lordship many thanks, and will be ever 
ready to acknowledge your favour toward him by all the 
testimonies of 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobalds, Feb. 12, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MT HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 
Eketh well of the course you mention in the end of your 
letter, and will speak with you farther of it at his return 
to London. In the mean time he would have your lord- 
ship give direction to the master of the Rolls 3 and Mr. 
Attorney 4 to stay the examination. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's most assured to do you service, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Hampton-Court, March 18, 1617. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND *. 

MY LORD CHANCELLOR, 

I will not have you account the days of my not an- 
swering, your letter. It is a thing imposed upon the 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. » Ibid. 

■ Sir Julias Cesar. 4 Sir Henry Yelverton. 

1 Dr. Thomas Jones, archbishop of Dublin, who died April 10, 1619. 

s2 
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multitude of my business to lodge many things faithfully, 
though I make no present return. 

Your conjunction and good understanding with the 
deputy l I approve and commend ; for I ever loved intire 
and good compositions, which was the old physic, better 
than fine separations. 

Your friendly attributes I take as effects of affection ; 
which must be causes of any good offices, wherewith I 
can requite you. 

We conceive that kingdom is in growth. God send 
soundness to the increase ; wherein I doubt not but yonr 
lordship will do your part. God keep you. 

Your Lordship's very loving Friend, 

PB. BACON, CANC. 

York-house, April 15, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE OF IRELAND \ 

MY LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 

I thank you for your letter, and assure you, that you 
are not deceived, neither in the care I have of the public 
in that state, nor in my good wishes, and the effects 
thereof, when it shall lie in my power towards yourself. 

I am glad to receive your testimony of my lord deputy, 
both because I esteem your judgment, and because it 
concurreth with my own. 

The materials of that kingdom, which is trade and 
wealth, grow on apace. I hope the form, wliich giveth 
the best living of religion and justice, will not be behind, 
the rather by you, as a good instrument. I rest 

Your Lordship's assured Friend, 

FR. BACON, CANC. 
York-house, ♦• of April, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR J . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Understanding, that there is a suit depending before 

1 Sir Oliver St. John, afterwards viscount Grandison. He died at Batter- 
sea in Surrey, December 29, 1630, aged seventy. 

9 Sir William Jones, to whom upon his being called to that post, the lori 
keeper made a speech, printed in his works. 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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your lordship, between Sir Rowland Cotton \ plaintiff, 
and Sir John Gawen, defendant, which is shortly to come 
to a hearing ; and having been likewise informed, that 
Sir Rowland Cotton hath undertaken it in the behalf of 
certain poor people ; which charitable endeavour of his, 
I assure myself, will find so good acceptation with your 
lordship, that there shall be no other use of recommenda- 
tion : yet, at the earnest request of some friends of mine, 
I have thought fit to write to your lordship in his behalf, 
desiring you to shew him what favour you lawfully may, 
and the cause may bear, in the speedy dispatch of his 
business; which I shall be ever ready to acknowledge, 
and rest 

Your Lordship's most devoted to serve yon, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Whitehall, April 20, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I will not go about to excuse mine own fault, by 
making you believe his majesty was backward in your 
business ; but upon the first motion, he gave me direc- 
tions for it ; which it was my negligence, as I freely con- 
fess, that I have no sooner performed, having not been 
slack in moving his majesty, but in dispatching your man. 
All is done, which your lordship desired, and I will give 
order, according to his majesty's directions, so that your 
lordship shall not need to trouble yourself any farther, but 
only to expect the speedy performance of his majesty's 
gracious pleasure. 

I will take the first opportunity to acquaint his majesty 
with the other business, and will ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Theobald's, May 8 [1618]. 

1 A gentleman eminent for his learning, especially in the Hebrew language, 
in which he had been instructed by the famous Hugh Broughton, who died 
in 1612. He was son of Mr. William Cotton, citizen and draper of London, 
and had an estate at Bellaport in Shropshire, where he resided, till he came 
to live at London at the request of Sir Allen Cotton, his father's younger 
brother, who was Lord Mayor of that city in 1625. Sir Rowland was the 
first patron of the learned Dr. Lightfoot, and encouraged him in the prose- 
cation of his studies of the Hebrew language and antiquities. 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE GOOD LORD, 

Whereas in Mr. Hansbye's cause % which formerly, 
by my means, both his majesty and myself recommended 
to your lordship's favour, your lordship thought good, 
upon a hearing thereof, to decree some part for the young 
gentleman, and to refer to some masters of the chancery, 
for your farther satisfaction, the examination of witnesses 
to this point ; which seemed to your lordship to be the 
main thing your lordship doubted of, whether or no the 
leases, conveyed by old Hansbye to young Hansbye by 
deed, were to be liable to the legacies, which he gave by 
will ; and that now I am credibly informed, that it will 
appear upon their report, and by the depositions of wit- 
nesses, without all exception, that the said leases are no 
way liable to those legacies ; these shall be earnestly to 
intreat your lordship, that upon consideration of the re- 
port of the masters, and depositions of the witnesses, you 
will, for my sake, shew as much favour and expedition 
to young Mr. Hansbye in this cause, as the justness 
thereof will permit. And I shall receive it at your lord- 
ship's hands as a particular favour. 

So I take my leave of your lordship, and rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Greenwich, June 12, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Understanding, that the cause depending in the 
chancery between the lady Vernon and the officers of his 
majesty's household is now ready for a decree ; though 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* This seems to be one of the causes, on account of which lord Bacon was 
afterwards accused by the House of Commons ; in answer to whose charge 
he admits, that in the cause of Sir Ralph Hansbye there being two decrees, 
one for the inheritance, and the other for goods and chattels ; some time 
after the first decree, and before the second, there was 500J. delivered to 
him by Mr. Tobie Matthew ; nor could his lordship deny, that this was upon 
the matter pendente lite. 

* Harl. MSS. Vol, 7006. 
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I doubt not, but, as his majesty hath been satisfied of the 
equity of the cause on his officers behalf, who have under- 
gone the business, by his majesty's command, your lord- 
ship will also find their cause worthy of your favour ; yet 
I have thought fit once again to recommend it to your 
lordship, desiring you to give them a speedy end of it, 
that both his majesty may be freed from farther impor- 
tunity, and they from the charge and trouble of following 
it : which I will be ever ready to acknowledge as a favour 
done unto myself, and always rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Greenwich, June 15, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I wrote unto your lordship lately in the behalf of 
Sir Rowland Cotton, that then had a suit in dependence 
before your lordship and the rest of my lords in the Star- 
Chamber. The cause, I understand, hath gone contrary 
to his expectation ; yet he acknowledges himself much 
bound to your lordship for the noble and patient hearing 
he did then receive.; and he rests satisfied, and I much 
beholden to your lordship, for any favour it pleased your 
lordship to afford him for my cause. It now rests only 
in your lordship's power for the assessing of costs; which, 
because, I am certainly informed, Sir Rowland Cotton 
had just cause of complaint, I hope your lordship will 
not give any against him. And I do the rather move 
your lordship to respect him in it, because it concerns 
him in his reputation, which I know he tenders, and not 
the money which might be imposed upon him ; which 
can be but a trifle. Thus presuming of your lordship's 
favour herein, which I shall be ready ever to account to 
your lordship for, I rest 

Your Lordship's most devoted to serve you, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

June 19, 1618. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Whereas it hath pleased his majesty to recommend 
unto your consideration a petition exhibited by Mr. Fowle, 
together with the grievances and request for the rectifying 
of the work of gold and silver thread; and now under- 
standeth, that your lordship hath called unto you the 
other commissioners in that case, and spent some time to 
hear what the opposers could object, and perceiveth by 
a relation of a good entrance you have made into the 
business ; and is now informed, that there remaineth great 
store of gold and silver thread in the merchants hands, 
brought from foreign parts, besides that, which is brought 
in daily by stealth, and wrought here by underhand 
workers ; so that the agents want vent, with which incon- 
veniencies, it seemeth the ordinary course of law cannot 
so well meet : and yet they are inforced, for freeing of 
clamour, to set great numbers of people on work ; so that 
the commodity lying dead in their hands, will in a very 
short time grow to a very great sum of money : To the 
end therefore, that the undertakers may not be dis- 
heartened by these wrongs and losses, his majesty hath 
commanded me to write unto your lordship, to the end 
you might bestow more time this vacation in prosecuting 
the course you have so worthily begun, that all differences 
being reconciled, the defects of the commission may be 
also amended, for prevention of farther abuses therein ; 
so as the agents may receive encouragement to go on 
quietly in the work without disturbance. And I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

From Bewly, the 20th day of Aug. 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

MOST HONOURABLE LORD, 

Herewitiial I presume to send a note inclosed, both 
of my business in chancery, and with my lord Roos, which 
it pleased your lordship to demand of me, that so you 

1 Hail. MSS, Vol. 7006. 
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might better do me good in utraque genere. It may 
please your lordship, after having perused it, to commend 
it over to the care of Mr. Meautys for better custody. 

At my parting last from your lordship, the grief I had 
to leave your lordship's presence, though but for a little 
time, was such, as that being accompanied with some 
small corporal indisposition, that I was in, made me for- 
getful to say that, which now for his majesty's service I 
thought myself bound not to silence. I was credibly in- 
formed and assured, when the Spanish ambassador went 
away, that howsoever Ralegh and the prentices l should 
fall out to be proceeded withal, no more instances would 
be made hereafter on the part of Spain for justice to be 
done ever in these particulars ; but that if slackness were 
used here, they would be laid up in the deck, and would 
serve for materials (this was the very word) of future and 
final discontentments. Now as the humour and design 
of some may carry them towards troubling of the waters ; 
so I know your lordship's both nature and great place 
require an appeasing them at your hands. And I have 
not presumed to say this little out of any mind at all, 
that I may have to meddle with matters so far above me, 
but out of a thought I had, that I was tied in duty to 
lay thus much under your lordship's eye ; because I know 
and consider of whom I heard that speech, and with how 
great circumstances it was delivered. 

I beseech Jesus to give continuance and increase to 
your lordship's happiness ; and that, if it may stand with 
his will, myself may one day have the honour of casting 
some small mite into that rich treasury. So I humbly 
do your lordship reverence, and continue 

The most obliged of your Lordship's many faithful Servants, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 

Nottingham, August 21, 1618. 

1 Who on the 12th of July, 1618, had insulted Gondomar, the Spanish 
ambassador, on account of a boy's being hurt by him as he was riding. 
\Camdeni Annates Regis Jacobi I. p. 33.] They were proceeded against by 
commissioners at Guildhall on Wednesday the 12th of August following; 
seven being found guilty, and adjudged to six months' imprisonment, and to 
pay 500/. a piece. Two others were acquitted. MS. letter of Mr. Chamber- 
Iain to Sir Dudley Carleton, London, August 15, 1618. 
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TO MR. (AFTERWARDS SIR) ISAAC WAKE, HIS MAJESTY'S 
AGENT AT THE COURT OF SAVOY. 

MRi WAKE* 

I have received some letters from you ; and hearing 
from my lord Cavendish ' how well he affects you, and 
taking notice also of your good abilities and services in 
his majesty's affairs, and not forgetting the knowledge I 
had, when young, of your good father % I thought myself 
in some measure tied not to keep from you my good 
opinion of you, and my desire to give you any further- 
ance in your fortunes and occasions, whereof you may 
take knowledge and liberty to use me for your good. Fare 
you well. 

Your very loving Friend, 

FR. VERULAM J , CANC. 

York-house, this 1st of Sept. 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 4 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His majesty is desirous to be satisfied of the fitness and 
conveniency of the gold and silver thread-business ; as also 
of the profit, that shall any way accrue unto him thereby. 
Wherefore his pleasure is, that you shall, with all con- 
venient speed, call unto you the lord chief justice of the 
King's Bench 5 , the attorney-general 6 and the solicitor 7 , 
and consider with them of every of the said particulars, 
and return them to his majesty, that thereupon he may 
resolve what present course to take for the advancement 
of the execution thereof. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobalds, the 4th October, 1618. 

1 William Cavendish, son and heir of William, created baron Cavendish of 
Hardwicke in Derbyshire, in May 1605, and earl of Devonshire, July 12, 
1618. 

' Arthur Wake, rector of Billing in Northamptonshire, master of the hos- 
pital of St. John in Northampton, and canon of Christ-Church, Oxford. 

' He had been created lord Verulam on the 12th of July, 1618. 

4 Hart. MSS. Vol. 7006. • Sir Henry Montagu. 

• Sir Henry Yelverton. ' Sir Thomas Coventry. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '• 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have been desired by some friends of mine, in the 
behalf of Sir Francis Englefyld, to recommend his cause 
sot far unto your lordship, that a peremptory day being 
given by your lordship's order for the perfecting of his 
account, and for the assignment of the trust, your lord- 
ship would take such course therein, that the gentleman's 
estate may be redeemed from farther trouble, and secured 
from all danger, by engaging those, to whom the trust 
is now transferred by your lordship's order, to the per- 
formance of that, whereunto he was tied. And so not 
doubting but your lordship will do him what lawful favour 
you may herein, I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorsed, 

Received October 14, 1618. 



TO THE KING, CONCERNING THE FORM AND MANNER 
OF PROCEEDING AGAINST SIR WALTER RALEGH \ 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

According to your commandment given unto us, we 
have, upon divers meetings and conferences, considered 
what form and manner of proceeding against Sir Walter 
Ralegh might best stand with your majesty's justice and 
honour, if you shall be pleased, that the law shall pass 
upon him. 

And, first, we are of opinion, that Sir Walter Ralegh 
being attainted of high-treason, which is the highest and 
last work of law, he cannot be drawn in question judicially 
for any crime or offence since committed. And therefore 
we humbly present two forms of proceeding to your 
majesty : the one, that together with the warrant to the 
lieutenant of the Tower, if your majesty shall so please, 
for his execution, to publish a narrative in print of his late 
crimes and offences : which, albeit your majesty is not 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

• He was beheaded October 29, 1618, the day of the inauguration of the 
lord mayor of London. 
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bound to give an account of your actions in these to any 
but only to God alone, we humbly offer to your majesty's 
consideration, as well in respect of the great effluxion of 
time since his attainder, and of his employment by your 
majesty's commission, as for that his late crimes and of- 
fences are not yet publickly known. The other form, 
whereunto, if your majesty so please, we rather incline, 
is, that where your Majesty is so renowned for your 
justice, it may have such a proceeding, as is nearest to 
legal proceeding ; which is, that he be called before the 
whole body of your council of state, and your principal 
judges, in your council-chamber ; and that some of the 
nobility and gentlemen of quality be admitted to be present 
to hear the whole proceeding, as in like cases hath been 
used. And after the assembly of all these, that some of 
your majesty's counsellors of state, that are best acquainted 
with the case, should openly declare, that this form of 
proceeding against Sir Walter is holden, for that he is 
civilly dead. After this your majesty's council learned to 
charge his acts of hostility, depredation, abuse as well of 
your majesty's commission, as of your subjects under his 
charge, impostures, attempt of escape, and other his 
misdemeanors. But for that, which concerns the French, 
wherein he was rather passive than active, and without 
which the charge is compleat, we humbly refer to your 
majesty's consideration, how far that shall be touched. 
After which charge so given, the examinations read, and 
Sir Walter heard, and some to be confronted against him, 
if need be, then he is to be withdrawn and sent back; 
for that no sentence is, or can be, given against him. 
And after he is gone, then the lords of the council and 
judges to give their advice to your majesty, whether in 
respect of these subsequent offences upon the whole matter, 
your majesty, if you so please, may not with justice and 
honour give warrant for his execution upon his attainder. 
And of this whole proceeding we are of opinion, that a 
solemn act of council should be made, with a memorial 
of the whole presence. But before this be done, that your 
majesty may be pleased to signify your gracious direction 
herein to your council of state; and that your council 
learned, before the calling of Sir Walter, should deliver 
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the heads of the matter, together with the principal ex- 
aminations touching the same, wherewith Sir Walter is 
to be charged, unto them, that they may be perfectly 
informed of the true state of the case, and give their 
advice accordingly. All which nevertheless we, in all 
humbleness, present and submit to your princely wisdom 
and judgment, and shall follow whatsoever it shall please 
your majesty to direct us herein, with all dutiful readiness. 

Your Majesty's most humble and faithful Servants, dec 
York-boose, this 18th of October, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR *. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Whereas there is a cause depending in the court of 
chancery between one Mr. Francis Foliambe and Francis 
Hornsby, the which already hath received a decree, and 
is now to have another hearing before yourself; I have 
thought fit to desire you to shew so much favour therein, 
seeing it concerns the gentleman's whole estate, as to 
make a full arbitration and final end, either by taking the 
pains in ending it yourself, or preferring it to some other 
whom your lordship shall think fit : which I shall ac- 
knowledge as a courtesy from your lordship ; and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Hinchinbroke, the 22d of October, 1618. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY YERY GOOD LORD, 

I send the commission for making Lincoln's Inn-Fields 
into walks for his majesty's signature. It is without charge 
to his majesty. 

We have had my lord of Ormonde * before us. We 

1 HarLMSS. Vol.7006. 

• Walter, earl of Ormonde, grandfather of James the first dnke of Ormonde. 
This earl, upon the death of Thomas, earl of Ormonde and Ossory, succeed- 
ing to those honours, should have inherited likewise the greatest part of the 
estate : hot his right was contested by Sir Richard Preston lord Dingwell, 
supported by the favour of king James I. who made an award, which Walter, 
earl of Ormonde, conceiving to be unjust, refused to submit to, and was, by 
the king's order, committed to the Fleet, where he remained eight years before 
the death of that king ; but in 1635 recovered his liberty. 
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could not yet get him to answer directly, whether he would 
obey the king's award or no. After we had endured his 
importunity and impertinences, and yet let him down to 
this, that his majesty's award was not only just and within 
his submission, but in his favour ; we concluded in few 
words, that the award must be obeyed, and if he did 
refuse or impugn the execution of it in Ireland, he was 
to be punished by the justice of Ireland : if he did murmur 
or scandalize it here, or trouble his majesty any more, 
he was to be punished in England. Then he asked, 
whether he might be gone. For that, we told him, his 
majesty's pleasure was to be known. 

Sir Robert Mansell hath promised to bring his summer 
account this day seven-night. God preserve and prosper 
you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend, and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

November 12, 1618. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I send your lordship the commission signed by his 
majesty, which he was very willing to dispatch as abusiness 
very commendable and worthy to be taken in hand. 

For the earl of Ormonde, his majesty made no other 
answer, but that he hopeth that he is not so unmannerly, 
as to go away without taking leave of his majesty. 

For Sir Robert ManselTs account, his majesty saith he 
is very slow, especially being but a summary account, and 
that he promised to bring it in before : and therefore would 
have him tied to the day he hath now set, without any 
farther delay. 

This last his majesty commanded me to put in after I 
had written and signed my letter. 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Royston, the 13th of November, 1618. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Having formerly moved your lordship in the business 
of this bearer, Mr. Wyche, of whom, as I understand, 

1 Harl.MSS. Vol.7006. ■ Ibid. 
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your lordship hath had a special care to do him favour, 
according to the equity of his cause ; now seeing that the 
cause is shortly to be heard, I have thought fit to continue 
my recommendation of the business unto you, desiring 
your lordship to shew what favour you lawfully may unto 
Mr. Wyche, according as the justness of the cause shall 
require: which I will acknowledge as a courtesy from your 
lordship, and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, the 18 th of November, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I send your lordship the bill of the sheriff of Hereford 
and Leicester, pricked and signed by his majesty, who 
hath likewise commanded me to send unto your lordship 
these additions of instructions, sent unto him by the 
surveyor and receiver of the court of wards; wherein, 
because he knoweth not what to prescribe without under- 
standing what objections can be made, his pleasure is, 
that your lordship advise and consider of them, and send 
him your opinion of them, that he may then take such 
course therein, as shall be fit. 

His majesty commanded me to give you thanks for your 
care of his service ; and so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, 22d of November. 

Indorsed, 1618. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

We have put the Declaration * touching Ralegh to 
the press with his majesty's additions, which were very 
material, and fit to proceed from his majesty. 

For the prisoners, we have taken an account, given a 
charge, and put some particulars in examination for 
punishment and example. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* ' Declaration of the Demeanor and Carriage of Sir Walter Ralegh, Knight, 
as well in his Voyage, as in and since his return/ &c. printed at London 
1618, in qnarto. 
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For the pursuivants, we staid a good while for Sir Ed- 
ward Coke's health ; but he being not yet come abroad, 
we have entered into it ; and we find faults, and mean to 
select cases for example : but in this swarm of priests and 
recusants we are careful not to discourage in general. But 
the punishment of some, that are notoriously corrupt, 
concern not the good, and will keep in awe those that are 
but indifferent. 

The balance of the king's estate is in hand, whereof 
I have great care, but no great help. 

The sub-committees for the several branches of treasure 
are well chosen and charged. 

This matter of the king's estate for means is like a 
quarry, which digs and works hard ; but then, when I 
consider it buildeth, I think no pains too much ; and after 
term it shall be my chief care. 

For the mint, by my next I will give account ; for our 
day is Wednesday. 

God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's 

FR. VERULAM, CANG> 

November 22, 1618. 

Indorsed, 

Of council-business. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 



MY HONOURABLE JLORD, 

I having understood by Dr. Steward, that your lord- 
ship hath made a decree against him in the chancery, 
which he thinks very hard for him to perform ; although 
I know it is unusual to your lordship to make any al- 
terations, when things are so far past : yet in regard I 
owe him a good turn, which I know not how to perform 
but this way, I desire your lordship, if there be any place 
left for mitigation, your lordship would shew him what 
favour you may, for my sake, in his desires, which I shall 
be ready to acknowledge as a great courtesy done unto 
myself; and will ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, the 2d of December, 1618. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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*0 THR LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOUR ABLE LORD, 

I have written a letter unto your lordship, which will 
be delivered unto you in behalf of Dr. Steward ; and besides, 
have thought fit to use all freedom with you in that, as in 
other things ; and therefore have thought fit to tell you, 
that he being a man of very good reputation, and a stout 
man, that will not yield to anything, wherein he conceiveth 
any hard course against him, I should be sorry he should 
make any complaint against you. And therefore, if you 
can advise of any course, how you may be eased of that 
burden, and freed from his complaint, without shew of 
any fear of him, or any thing he can say, I will be ready 
to join with you for the accomplishment thereof: And 
so desiring you to excuse the long stay of your man, I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
From Newmarket, 3d of December, 1618. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Yesternight we dispatched the lord Ridgeway's ac- 
count. Good service is done. Seven or eight thousand 
pounds are coming to the king, and a good precedent 
set for accounts. 

There came to the seal about a fortnight since a strange 
book passed by Mr. Attorney to one Mr. Hall ; and it is 
to make subjects, for so is denization, and this to go to a 
private use, till some thousand pounds be made of it. The 
number one hundred denizens. And whereas all books 
of that nature had an exception of merchants, which imr 
porteth the king not much in his customs only, for that 
is provided for in the book, but many other ways, this 
takes in merchants and all. I acquainted the com- 
missioners with it, and by one consent it is stayed. But 
let me counsel his majesty to grant forth a commission of 
this nature, so to raise money for himself, being a flower 
of the crown : and Hall may be rewarded out of it; and 
it would be to principal persons, that it may be carried 

'Harl.MSS. Vol. 7006. 
VOL. VI. T 
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with election and discretion, whom to admit to denization, 
and whom not. 

God ever bieas and prosper you. 

Yow Lordship's most raithral and obliged Friead aad Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
Decembers, 1618. 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR f . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I thank your lordship for the favour, which, I under- 
stand, Sir Francis Englefyld hath received from your 
lordship upon my last letter, whereunto I desire your 
lordship to add this one favour more, which is the same, 
that I understand your lordship granted him at Christinas 
last, to give him liberty, for the space of a fortnight, to 
follow his business in his own person ; whereby he may 
bring it to the more speedy end, putting in security, ac- 
cording to the ordinary course, to render himself prisoner 
again, as soon as that time is expired : which is all that 
I desire for him, and in which I will acknowledge your 
lordship's favour towards him ; and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Newmarket, the 10th of Decern b. 1618. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

MY VERT GOOD LORD, 

I send you herewith the copy of a letter, which we, 
the commissioners for Ormonde's cause, have written to 
the deputy of Ireland, according to his majesty's pleasure 
signified by Sir Francis Blundell ; which I humbly desire 
his majesty would peruse, that if it do not attain his 
meaning, as we conveyed it, we may second it with * 
new letter. 

We have appointed Monday morning for these mint 
businesses, referred by his majesty to certain commis- 
sioners, and we will carry it sine strepitu. 

The patent touching Guinea and Bynny for the trade 
of gold, staid first by myself, and after by his majesty's com- 
mandment, we have now settled by consent of all parties. 

1 Hari. MSS. Vol. 7006. » Ibid. 
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Mr. Attorney, by my direction, hath made, upon h» 
information exhibited into the Star-Chamber,, a thunder- 
ing motion against the transportation of gold by the 
Dutch; which all the town is glad of; and I have 
granted divers writs of ne exeat regnum, according to 
his majesty's warrant. 

Sir Edward Coke keeps in still, and we have miss of 
him ; but I supply it as I may by my farther diligence. 
God ever bless you and keep you. 

Your Lordship's most faithful and bonnden Friend and Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
December 11, 1618. 

I forget not your doctor's ! matter. I shall speak with 
him to-day, having received your lordship's letter ; and 
what is possible, shall be done. I pray pardon mjr 
scribbling in haste. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letters, who 
is very well pleased with your care of his service, in making 
stay of the grant of denizens upon the reason you alledge, 
whereof his majesty will speak farther with you at his 
return. 

The letter, which you sent me about my lord of Or- 
monde's son, is not according to his majesty's meaning ; 
but I would have you frame another to my lord deputy 
to thki purpose : € That his majesty having seen a letter 
of h» to Sir Francis Blundell, advertising, that the earl 
of Ormonde's son, and some other of his kindred, did 
victual and fortify their houses ; lis majesty hath there- 
upon commanded you to write unto him, that if the 
ground of Afe information be true, which he may best 
know, that then he send for the said earl's son, and the 
principal of his kindred, to appear before him ; and if 
they appear, and give him satisfaction, it is well ; but if 
they refuse to appear, or give him not satisfaction, though 

1 Steward's. See above, p. 873. • Hart. iffS&Tol. f0d*. 

T 2 
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they appear ; that then he assemble what forces he can, 
be they never so few, and go against them, that he may 
crush the rebellion in the egg.' 

I have remembered his majesty, as I promised your 
lordship, about the naming you for a commissioner to 
treat with the Hollanders : But besides that you have so 
many businesses, both of the star-chamber, and others in 
the term-time, when this must be attended as well as in 
the vacation, whereby this would be either too great a 
toil to you, or a hindrance to his majesty's service ; he 
thinketh it could not stand with the honour of your place 
to be balanced with those that are sent from the state, 
so far unequal to bis majesty, and being themselves none 
of the greatest of the state. Therefore his majesty holdetli 
it not fit or worthy of you to put you into such an em- 
ployment, in which none of your. predecessors, or any of 
the chief counsellors, have been ever used in this kind, 
but only in a treaty of marriage or conclusion of a peace ; 
as when the constable of Castile was here, when the com- 
missioners on both sides had their authority under the 
great seal of either kingdom, with direct relation to their 
sovereigns, far differing from this commission, which is 
now given to these men, and whereunto his majesty is 
to frame the course of his. As for the part, which con- 
cerneth Scotland, the choice hath not been made of the 
chancellor or archbishop of St. Andrew's, but of men 
nearer the rank of those, that come hither to treat. As 
yet his majesty dclayeth to give any commission at all, 
because he would first be informed from the lords, both 
of the points and form of their commission, which his 
majesty hitherto understandcth to be, with authority to 
over-rule and direct their merchants in what they shall 
think fit ; which if it be so, then his majesty holdeth it 
fit, for his part, to appoint the whole body of the council 
with like power over his merchants. As for me, I shall 
be ever ready upon any occasion to shew myself 

Your Lordship's faitlilu) Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Ntwmnt kr I, the 14 th of Oecpmljpr, 1618. 
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TO THE LADY CLIFFORD. 

MY GOOD LADY AND COUSIN, 

I shall not be wanting in any tiling, that may express 
my good affection and wishes towards your ladyship, 
being so nea/ unto me, and the daughter of a father, to 
whom I was in the passages of my fortune much obliged. 
So with my loving commendations, in the midst of busi- 
ness, I rest 

Your affectionate Kinsman and assured Friend, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
York-house, this 25th of January, 1618. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

Lest my often writing may make your lordship con- 
ceive, that this letter hath been drawn from you by im- 
portunity, I have thought fit, for preventing of any such 
conceit, to let your lordship know, that Sir John Went- 
worth, whose business I now recommend, is a gentleman, 
whom I esteem in more than an ordinary degree. And 
therefore T desire your lordship to shew him what favour 
you can for my sake in his suit, which his majesty hath 
referred to your lordship : which I will acknowledge as 
a courtesy unto me, and rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 
Newmarket, January 26th, 1618. G. BUCKINGHAM. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR*. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I being desired by a special friend of mine to recom- 
mend unto your lordship's favour the case of this petitioner, 
have thought fit to desire you, for my sake, to shew him 
all the favour you may in this his desire, as you shall find 
it in reason to deserve ; which I shall take as a courtesy 
from your lordship, and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

I thank your lordship for your favour to Sir John 
Wentworth, in the dispatch of his business. 

Newmarket, March 15, 1618. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. ■ Ibid. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR l . 

MOST HONOURABLE LORD, 

It may please your lordship, there was with me this 
day one Mr. Richard White, who hath spent some little 
time at Florence, and is now gone into England. He 
tells me, that Galileo had answered your discourse con- 
cerning the flux and reflux of the sea, and was sending 
it unto me ; but that Mr. White hindered him, because 
his answer was grounded upon a false supposition, namely, 
that there was in the ocean a full sea but once in twenty- 
four hours. But now I will call upon Galileo again. 
This Mr. White is a discreet and understanding gentle- 
man, though he seem a little soft, if not slow ; and he 
hath in his hands all the works, as I take it, of Galileo, 
some printed, and some imprinted. He hath his discourse 
of the flux and reflux of the sea, which was never printed ; 
as also a discourse of the mixture of metals. Those which 
are printed in his hand are these : the Nuncius sidereus; 
the Macchie solar i, and a third DeUe Cose, ehe stwmo 
SK Vaqua, by occasion of a disputation, that was amongst 
learned men in Florence about that, which Archimedes 
wrote, de insidentibus kumido. 

I have conceived, that your lordship would not be sorry 
to see these discourses of that man ; and therefore I have 
thought it belonging to my service to your lordship to 
give him a letter of this date, though it will not be there 
so soon as this. The gentleman hath no pretence or 
business before your lordship, but is willing to do your 
lordship all humble service ; and therefore, both for this 
reason, as also upon my humble request, I beseech your 
lordship to bestow a countenance of grace upon him. I 
am beholden to this gentleman ; and, if your lordship shall 
vouchsafe to ask him of me, I shall receive honour by it 
And I most humbly do your lordship reverence. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Servant, 

TOfclE MATTHEW. 

Hruasels, from my bed, the 14th of April, 16J9. 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 

MY HONOURABLE LOKD, 

His majesty hath commanded me to signify unto your 
lordship, that it is his pleasure you put off the hearing 
of the cause between Sir Arthur Manwaring and Gabriel 
Dennis till toward the end of the term ; because his ma- 
jesty is graciously pleased to be at the hearing thereof 
himself. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servaut, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Royston, April IS, 1619. 

i ■ ■ ■ ii 

■i 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR, AND SIR LIONEL TANFIELD, 
LORD CHIEF BARON OF THE EXCHEQUER \ 

MY LORDS, 

Hi» majesty having been moved by the duke of Savoy's 
ambassador in the behalf of Philip Bernardi, whom he is 
to send about some special employment over the seas to 
the duke of Savoy, that before his going, the business 
mentioned in this petition may be ended, hath commanded 
me to recommend the same unto your lordships care, that 
with all expedition the cause may be heard and ended by 
your lordships, according to his majesty's reference ; or 
left to the determination of the court of chancery, where 
it is depending, and where the party assureth himself of 
a speedy end. And so I rest 

Yonr Lordship's very assured Friend at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Royston, the 19th of April, 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 3 . 

ftY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I think fit to let your lordship understand what 

Sassed yesterday in the Star-Chamber touching Suffolk's* 
usiness. 

> Hart MSB. Voi 7006. * Ibid. » Ibid. 

• Thoatos Howard, earl of Suffolk, who had been made lord treasurer ift 
1614. He was accused of several misdemeanors in that office, together with 
hit lady, and Sir John Bingley, her ladyship's agent; and an information 
preferred against them all in the Star-Chamber. 
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There came to me the clerk of the court in the inner 
chamber, and told me, that my lord of Suffolk desired 
to be heard by his council at the " sitting of the court, 
because it was pen * * * him. 

I marvelled 1 heard not of it by Mr. Attorney, who 
should have let me know as much, that I might not be 
taken on the sudden in a cause of that weight. 

I called presently Mr. Attorney to me, and asked him, 
whether he knew of the motion, and what it was, and 
how he was provided to answer it. He signified to me, 
that my lord would desire to have the commission for 
examinations in Ireland to be returnable in Michaelmas 
term. I said, it might not be, and presently drew the 
council, then present, to me, and made Mr. Attorney 
repeat to them the passages past, and settled it, that the 
commission should be returnable the first day of the next 
term, and then republication granted, that it might, if 
accidents of wind and weather permit, come to hearing 
in the term. And upon motion in open court it was 
ordered accordingly. 

God ever preserve and prosper you. I pray God this 
great easterly wind agree well with his majesty. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend anil f.iithflil Servant, 

FH. VERULAM, CANC. 

Sent by Sir Gilbert Hmtghtoit. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

I am much bounden to his majesty, and likewise to 
your lordship. I see, by the late accesses I have had with 
his majesty, and now by his royal and real favour', that 
he loveth me, and acknowledged me for the servant I 
am, or desire to be. This in me must turn to a great 
alacrity to honour and serve him with a mind less troubled 
and divided. And for your lordship, my affection may 
and doth daily receive addition, but cannot, nor never 
could, receive alteration. I pray present my humble 
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thanks to his majesty ; and I am very glad his health 
confirmeth ; and I hope to see him this summer at Gor- 
hambury : there is sweet air as any is. God preserve 
and prosper you both. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

May 9, 1619. 



MINUTE OF A LETTER TO THE COUNT PALATINE OF 

THE RHINE. 

MONSEIGNELR, 

Je me tiens a grand honneur, qu'il plaise a vostre al- 
tesse de me cognoistre pour tel, que je suis, ou pour le 
moins voudrois estre, envers vous et vostre service : et 
m'estimeray heureux, si par mes conseils aupres du roy, 
ou autre devoir, je pourroy contribuer a vostre grandeur, 
dont il semble que Dieu vous a basti de belles occasions, 
ayant en contemplation vostre tres-illustre personne, non 
seulement comme tres cher allie de mon maistre, mais 
aussi, comme le meilleur appro, apres les roys de Grande 
Bretagne, de la plus saine partie de la Chrestienete. 

Je ne puis aussi passer sous silence la grande raison, 
que vostre altesse fait a vostre propre honneur en chois- 
sisant tels conseilleurs et ministres d'estat, comme se 
monstre tres-bien estre monsieur le baron de Dhona et 
Monsieur de Plessen, estants personages si graves, dis- 
cretes et habiles ; en quoy vostre jugement reluict assez. 

Vostre altesse de vostre grace excusera la faulte de 
mon language Fran<jois, ayant €st€ tant vers£ es vielles 
loix de Normandie : mais le coeur supplera la plume, en 
priant Dieu de vous tenir en sa digne et saincte garde, 

Monseignenr, 
De vostre altesse le pins humble et pins affectionnl Serviteur. 

Indorsed, May 13, 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His majesty was pleased, at the suit of some who have 
near relation unto me, to grant a licence for transportation 
of butter out of Wales unto one Lewis and Williams ; 

1 Hail. MSS. Vol.7006. 
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who, m amrideratioD that the patent should be passed in 
their name*; entered into artides for the performance of 
certain condition* agreed upon between them, which, now 
that the patent is under the great seal, they utterly refuse 
to perform. My desire therefore to your lordship is, that 
yon would call the said Lewis and Wiffiams before you, 
with the other parties, or some of them, who shall be ready 
at all times to attend your lordship ; and out of your 
consideration of the matter, according to equity to take 
such course therein, that either the said agreement may 
be performed, or that they which refuse it may receive 
no benefit of the patent ; which upon reason thereof was 
passed in their names. And herein I desire your lordship 
to make what expedition you can ; because now is the 
season to make provision of the butter, that for this year 
w to be transported, whereof they take advantage to stand 
out* And so I rest 

Your Lordship** faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Oreetfwidr, May 14, 1619. 

TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERT GOOD LORD, 

Though it be nothing, and all is hut duty ; yet I pray 
shew his majesty the paper inclosed, that his majesty may 
see how careftd his poor servant is upon every emergent 
occasion to do him what honour he can. The motion 
made in court by the king's serjeant, Crew *, that the de- 
claration might be made parcel of the record, and that I 
hear otherwise of the great satisfaction abroad, encou- 
rageth me to let his majesty know what passed. 

God ever preserve and prosper you both. 

Your Lordship's obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
indorsed , June 29, 1619. 

My lord to my lord marquis, inclosing the form of a declara- 
tion used in point of acknowledgment in the lady Exeter's* 
cause. 

1 Sir Randall* Crew, Made chief justice of the King's Bench, Jan. 90, 16*1. 
• Countess of Exeter, accused of incest and other crimes by the lady Lake, 
veife of secretary Lake, and* their daughter the lady Roos. 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

■ Y VERY GOOD LORD, 

I purposed to have seen you to-day, and receive your 
commandments before the progress. But I came not to 
London till it was late, and found you were gone before 
I came. Nevertheless, I would not fail to let your lord- 
ship understand, that as I find every day more and more 
occasions, whereby you bind me to you ; so this morning 
the king of himself did tell me some testimony, that your 
lordship gave of me to his majesty even now, when you 
went from him, of so great affection and commendation, 
for I must ascribe your commendation to affection, being 
above my merit, as I must do contrary to that that 
painters do ; for they desire to make the picture to the 
life,, and I must endeavour to make the life to the picture, 
it hath pleased you to make so honourable a description 
of me. I can be but yours> and desire to better myself, 
that I may be of more worth to such an owner. 

I hope to give the king a good account of my time 
this vacation. 

If your lordship pass back by London, I desire to wait 
on you, and discourse a little with you : if not, my prayers 
shall go progress with you, and my letters attend you* 
as occasion servetli, 

God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC 

July 19, 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

This day, according to the first appointment* I thought 
to have waited upon his majesty, and to have given hua 
an account of my cares and preparations for his service, 
which is- my progress. And therefore, since his coming 
to Wixidsor is prolonged, I thought to keep day by letter 
praying, youj lordship to commend my most Kn|*>Mp 
service to \m majesty, and to let him know, that since I 
see his majesty doth me the honour, as to rely upon my 
care and service, I lose no time in that which may pertain 
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thereunto. I see the straits, and I see the way out ; ami 
what lieth in one man, whom he hath made great, and 
trained, shall not be wanting'. And I hope, if God give 
me life for a year or two, to give his majesty cause to 
think of me seven years after I am dead. 

I am glad the time approacheth, when I shall have the 
happiness to kiss his majesty's hands, and to embrace 
your lordship, ever resting 

Your Lordship's roo.»l utilised Friend and faitliful Servdut, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

Yoilt-lioust, August 28, 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 



His majesty, upon a petition delivered by Mr. Thomas 
Dlgby, wherein he eomplaineth of great wrongs done 
unto him, hath been pleased, for his more s]>eedy relief 
and redress, if it prove as he alledgeth, to refer the con- 
sideration thereof unto your lordship. And because he 
is a gentleman, whom I have long known and loved, I 
could not but add my desire to your lordship, that if you 
find he hath been wronged, you would do him so much 
favour, as to give him such remedy, as the equity of his 
case may require. For which I will ever rest 

Your Lor<Jslii|>''- frfjtlii'n! Iiiciul mid Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

KuysIoii, Of toll. 8, 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 
hath given order to Mr. Secretary Calvert, to signify his 
pleasure for the proceeding in that business, whereof you 
write, without any farther delay, as your lordship will more 
fully understand by Mr. Secretary, who for that purpose 
is to return to London against the day of hearing. 

I have no answer to make to your former letter, and 

1 HirL MSS. Vol. 7106. ■ Iliid. 
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will add no more to this, but that his majesty hath a great 
confidence in your care of his service. And so I rest 

Yonr Lordthip's faithful Friend and Servant, 

Royston, Oct. 10, 1619. <*• BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorsed, 

Shewing his majesty's acceptation of pour lordship 1 8 care, in 
particular in the business against the earl of Suffolk. 



TO THE MARQUIS OP BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

After my last letter yesterday, we entered into con- 
ference, touching the Suffolk cause, myself, and the com- 
missioners, and the two chief justices 1 . The fruit of this 
conference is, that we all conceive the proceedings against 
my lord himself to be not only just and honourable, but 
in some principal parts plausible in regard of the public ; 
as namely, those three points, which touch upon the 
ordnance, the army of Ireland, and the money of the cau- 
tionary towns; and the two chief justices are firm in it. 

I did also, in this cause, by the assent of my lords, re- 
move a part ; for Mr. Attorney had laid it upon serjeant 
Davies* to open the information, which is that which 
gives much life or coldness to the cause. But I will have 
none but trained men in this cause ; and I cannot forget, 
that the allotting of the opening of the information in this 
cause of the Dutch, I mean the main cause, to a mean fel- 
low, one Hughes, did hurt, and was never well recovered. 

By my next I will write of the king's estate : and I 
ever rest, 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 
October 14» 1619. FR. VERULAM, CANC. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VEBY GOOD IX>BD, 

This morning the Duke 1 came to me, and told me 

1 Sir Heavy Montagn of the King's Bench, and Sir Henry Hebart of tint 



9 Sir John Pariea, anthor of Ns» ce Uip m m, knighted in Febrnarjr, MOTS, 
and n*de serjeant at lew in 161*. He had been attorney-general of Ireland, 

9 Lodowiek, dnke of Lenox. He was created dnke of Bicfapond, May 17, 
16*3 ; and died Fehranry 11, I6tf. 
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the king's cause was yesterday left fair ; and. if ever there 
were a time for my lord of Suffolk's submission, it was 
now ; and that, if my lord of Suffolk should come into 
the court, and openly acknowledge his delinquency, he 
thought it was a thing considerable. My answer was, I 
Would not meddle in it ; and, if I did, it must be to 
dissuade any such course ; for that all would be but a play 
upon the stage> if justice went not on in the right course. 
This I thought it my duty to let the king know by your 
lordship. 

I cannot express the care I have had of this cause in 
a number of circumstances and discretions, which, though 
they may seem but small matters, yet they do the business, 
and guide it right. 

God ever keep your lordship. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
October 21, 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VKRY GOOD LORD, 

I am doubly bounden to. the king, for his majesty's 
trust and acceptation ; whereof the one I will never de- 
ceive ; the other, though I cannot deserve, yet I will do 
my best, and perhaps as much as another man. 

This day the evidence went well ; for the Solicitor ' 
did his part substantially : and, a little to warm the bu- 
siness, when the misemployment of treasure, which had 
relation to the army of Ireland, was handled, I spake a 
word, that he, that did draw or milk treasure from Ireland, 
did not emulgere, milk money, but blood. But this is 
but one of the little things, that I wrote of before. 

The king, under pardon, must come hither with two 
resolutions : the one, to remit all importunity, touching 
this cause, to the lords in court of justice ; the other, to 
pursue the designs first taken at Windsor, and then at 
Hampton-Court, for his commission of treasury : wherein 
I do my part, and it is reasonably well; but better 

1 Sir Thomas Coventry, afterward* lord keeper #f the great 
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would it be, if instruments were not) impedimenta. I 
ever rest 

Vow Lertsaip's nut obliged Friend a«d fetthfrl Hervaiit, 
October tT, Wednesday. FR. VERULAitf, CAHC. 

Friday will not end the business ; for to-morrow will 
but go through with the king's evidence. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD. 

This bearer, a Frenchman belonging' to the ambas- 
sador, having put an Englishman in suit for some matters 
between them, is much hindered and molested by often 
removing of the cause from one court to another. Your 
lordship knows, that the French are not acquainted with 
our manner of proceedings in the law, and must therefore 
be ignorant of the remedy in such a case. His eourae 
was to his majesty ; but I thought it more proper, that 
your lordship would be pleased to hear and understand 
this case from himself, and then to advise and take order 
for his relief, as your lordship in your wisdom shall think 
fit. So commending him to your honourable favour, 
I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend aid Servant, 

6. BUCKINGHAM. 

Royston, 27th of October, 1619. 

Your lordship shall do well to be informed of every 
particular, because his majesty will have account of it at 
his coming. 



M^l 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR*. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I HAVE' acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 
commanded me to give your lordship thanks for your 
speed in advertising those things that pass, and for the 
great care he seeth you ever have of his service. 

I send your lordship back the bill of sheriffs fop Sussex, 
wherein his majesty hath pricked the first, as your lord- 
ship wished. 

1 Htrl. M8S. Vol. 7006. ■ Ibid. 
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His majesty would not have you omit this opportunity 
of so gross an oversight in the judges, to admonish them 
of their negligence in suffering such a thing to come to 
his majesty, wliich needed his amending afterward : and 
withal, to let them know, that his majesty observeth, that 
every year they grow more and more careless of pre- 
senting fit men unto him for that place; and that you 
advise them to be more wary hereafter, that they may 
give his majesty better satisfaction. And so I rest 

Your Lerdsliip'i faithful Friend mill Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



TO THE MARQUIS OP BUCKINGHAM. 

This day afternoon, upon our meeting in council, we 
have planed those rubs and knots, which were mentioned 
in my last, whereof I thought good presently to advertise 
his majesty. The days hold without all question, and all 
delays diverted and quieted. 

Sir Edward Coke was at Friday's hearing, but in his 
night-cap ; and complained to me, he was ambulant, and 
not current. I would be sorry he should fail us in this 
cause. Therefore I desired his majesty to signify to him 
by your lordship, taking knowledge of some light indis- 
position of his, how much he should think his service 
disadvantaged in this cause, if he should be at any day 
away ; for then he cannot sentence. 

By my next I will give his majesty some account of 
the tobacco and the currants. I ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend anil faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
November 20, at evening, I6i9. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

I know well his majesty taketh to heart this business 
of the Dutch ', as he hath great reason, in respect both 

11 the Star- Chamber fur exporting the ^old .ir- : 
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of honour and profit. And because my first letter was 
written in the epitasis, or trouble of the business ; and 
my second in the beginning of the catastrophe, or calm- 
ing thereof, wherein nevertheless I was fain to bear up 
strongly into the weather before the calm followed ; and 
since every day hath been better and better, I thought 
good to signify so much, that his majesty may be less in 
suspense. 

The great labour was to get entrance into the business ; 
but now the portcullis is drawn up. And though, I 
must say, there were some blots in the tables, yet, by well 
playing, the game is good. 

Rowland is passing well justified ; for both his credit 
is, by very constant and weighty testimony, proved ; and 
those vast quantities, which were thought incredible, or 
at least improbable, are now made manifest truth. 

Yet I find a little of the old leaven towards the first 
defendants, carried in this stile and character : " I would 
this, that appears now, had appeared at first. . But this 
cometh of haste and precipitation ;" and the like. But 
yet, I hope, the corruption and practice upon the ore 
terms, and the rectifying of Rowland's credit, will satisfy 
my lords upon the former proofs. For I would be very 
sorry, that these new defendants, which, except one or 
two, are the smaller flies, should be in the net ; and the 
old defendants, which are the greater flies, should get 
through. God preserve you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

This November 26, 1619. 

Indorsed, 

Touching the Dutch business; 



. TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I 00, from time to time, acquaint his majesty with 
your letters, wherein he ever perceiveth your vigilant 
care in any thing that concerneth his service ; and hath 
commanded me to give you thanks in his name, who is 

1 HarL MSS. Vol. 7006. 
VOL. VI. , V 
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sure your endeavours will never be wanting, when any 
thing is to be done for the advancement of his aflahn. 

According to your lordship's advice, his majesty hath 
written to the commissioners of the treasury, both touch- 
ing the currants and the tobacco 1 , the plantation whereof 
his majesty is fully resolved to restrain ; and hath given 
them order forthwith to set out a proclamation to that 
effect ; not intending in that point to stand upon any 
doubt of law, nor to expect the judges interpretation ; 
nor to allow any freehold in that case ; but holding this 
the safest rule, ' Salus reipublicae suprema lex esto/ And 
so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Nov. 27, 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have presented both the submissions to Ins majesty. 
His answer is, he cannot alter that, which was allowed 
of by the lords of the last Star-Chamber-day, except first 
they be acquainted with it, and the consent of the lady 
Exeter be likewise had, because the decree doth neoes- 
sarily require it. So I rest 

Your Lordship's bumble Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Indorsed, 

Touching the submissions of Sir Thomas Lake and his lady. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I acquainted this day the bearer with his majesty's 
pleasure touching Lake's 3 submission ; which, whether 
it should be done in person, or in writing, his majesty 
signified his will thus, that it should be spared in open 

1 Lord Bacon, in his letter of November 22, 1619, mentions, that there 
was offered 20001. increase yearly for the tobacco, to begin at Michaelmas, 
as it now is, and 30002. increase, if the plantations here within lead be 
restrained. 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. » Sir Thomas Lake's. 
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court, if my lady of Exeter should consent, and the board 
think fit. The board liked it well, and appointed my 
lord Digby and secretary Calvert to speak with my lady, 
who returned her answer in substance, that she would, 
in this and all things, be commanded by his majesty : but 
if his majesty left it to her liberty and election, she humbly 
prayed to be excused. And though it was told her, that 
this answer would be cause, that it could not be per- 
formed this term ; yet she seemed willing rather it should 
be delayed, than dispensed with. 

This day also Traske ', in open court, made a retract- 
ation of his wicked opinions in writing. The form was 
as good as may be. I declared to him, that this court 
was the judgment-seat ; the mercy seat was his majesty : 
but the court would commend him to his majesty : and 
I humbly pray his majesty to signify his pleasure speedily, 
because of the misery of the man ; and it is a rare thing 
for a secretary, that hath once suffered smart and shame, 
to turn so unfeignedly, as he seemed to do. 

God ever bless and keep you. 

Your most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
December 1, 1619. 

i 

1 John Traske, a minister, who was prosecuted in the Star-Chamber for 
maintaining, as we find mentioned in the Reports of the lord chief justice 
Hobart, p. J36, that the Jewish Sabbath ought to be observed, and not ours; 
and that we ought to abstain from all manner of swine's flesh, and those meats 
which the Jews were forbidden in Leviticus, according to bishop Andrews, 
in his speech, in the Star-Chamber on that occasion, printed among his lord* 
ship's works. Mr. Traske being examined in that court, confessed, that he 
had divulged those opinions, and had laboured to bring as many to them as 
he could ; and had also written a letter to the king, wherein he seemed to 
tax his majesty with hypocrisy, and expressly inveighed against the bishops 
high commissioners, as bloody . and cruel in their proceedings against him, 
and a papal clergy. He was sentenced to fine and imprisonment, not for 
holding those opinions, for those were examinable in the Ecclesiastical Court, 
and not there, bnt for making of conventicles and commotions, and for scan- 
dalizing the king, the bishops, and clergy. Dr. Fuller, in his Church History 
of Britain, Book X. p. 77. § 64. mentions his having heard Mr. Traske preach, 
and remarks, that his voice had more strength than any thing eUfi he delivered; 
and that after his recantation he relapsed, not into the same, but other 
opinions, r&tker humorous than hurtful, and died obscurely at Lambeth in the 
reign of king Charles I. 

V 2 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

On Friday I left London, to hide myself at Kew ; for 
two months and a half together to be strong-bent is too 
much for my bow. And yet, that the king may perceive, 
that in my times of leisure I am not idle, I took dowu 
with me Six Giles Mompesson', and with him I have 
quietly conferred of that proposition which was given me 
in charge by his majesty, and after seconded by your 
lordship. Wherein I find some things I like very well, 
and some other that 1 would set by. And one thing is 
much to my liking, that the proposition for bringing in 
his majesty's revenue with small charge is no invention, 
hut was on foot heretofore in king Philip's and queen 
Mary's time, and had a grave and mighty opinion for it. 
The rest I leave to his relation, and mine own attendance 

I hope his majesty will look to it, that the fines now 
to come in may do him most good. Both causes produce 
fines of one hundred and fourscore thousand pounds, 
whereof one hundred thousand may clear the anticipation?, 
and then the assignations may pass under the great seal, 
to be inrollable ; so as we shall need to think of nothing 
hut the arrears in a manner, of which I wish the 20,000/ 
to the strangers, with the interest, be presently satisfied. 
The remain may serve for the king's present and urgent 
occasions. And if the king intend any gifts, let them 
stay for the second course, for all is not yet done, but 
nothing out of these, except the king should give me the 
20,000/. I owe Peter Vanlore out of his fine, which is the 
chief debt I owe. But this I speak merrily. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Frii'nd and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

Kew, December 12. [fil9. 

1 Who in the parliament, which began January 30, 16211.1, was sentenced 
to be degraded and rendered incapable of bearing any office, for prac- 
tising several anuses, in setting up new inns anil alehouses, and encciut 
great sums of money of the people, by pretence of letters patents granled 
him for that purpose. Bnt he fled into foreign parts, finding himself abu- 
doned by the marquis of Buckingham, on whom he bad depended for pro 
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After I had Written this letter, I received from your 
lordship, by my servant, his majesty's acceptation of my 
poor services ; for which I pray your lordship to present 
to his majesty my most humble thanks. I have now other 
things in my mind for his majesty's service, that no time 
be lost. 



to the lord chancellor '. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His majesty hath been pleased, out of his gracious 
care of Sir Robert Killigrew, to refer a suit of his, for 
certain concealed lands, to your lordship and the rest of 
the commissioners for the treasury; the like whereof hath 
been heretofore granted to many others. My desire to 
your lordship is, that he being a gentleman, whom I love 
and wish very well unto, your lordship would shew him, 
for my sake, all the favour you can, in furthering his suit. 
Wherein your lordship shall do me a courtesy, for which 
I will ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Roy a ton, December 25, 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I have acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 
for that business, whereof Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer brought the message to his majesty to Theobalds, 
returned the answer by him. 

As for that, whereof Sir Giles Mompesson spake to 
your lordship, his majesty liketh very well, and so do all 
others, with whom his majesty hath spoken of it ; and 
therefore he recommendeth it to your care, not doubting 
but your lordship will give all your furtherance to it, being 
your own work, and so much concerning his majesty's 
honour and profit ; and will speak farther with your lord- 
ship of it at his return to London. 

For those other businesses of the Star-Chamber, which 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. • Ibid. 
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hb majesty hath recommended to your lordship, hehopeth 
you will keep the clock still going, his profit bang so 
much interested therein, Especially seeing Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer l hath promised his majesty, that he 
will be no more sick, whereby you shall have this com- 
fort, that the burden will not fie upon your lordship alone. 
The little leisure I had at Theobalds made me bring 
your man down hither for this answer, which I hope your 
lordship will excuse ; and ever hold me for 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

' Kovstoo, Jan. 19. 

Indorsed, 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

In the midst of business, as in the midst of a way, one 
should not stay long, especially when I crave no direction, 
but only advertise. 

This day we met about the commission, the common- 
wealth's commission, for the poor and vagabonds, &c. 
We have put it into an exceeding good way, and have 
appointed meetings once in fourteen days, because it shall 
not be a-slack. I was glad to hear from the two chief 
justices, that whatsoever appears in the country to come 
fromprimum mobile, that is, the king's care, works better 
than if it came from the law. Therefore we have ordered, 
that this commission shall be published in the several 
circuits in the charges of the judges. For the rest hereafter. 

For the proposition of Sir Giles Mompesson, we have 
met once. Exchequer-men will be exchequer-men still ; 
but we shall do good. 

For the account, or rather imparting, of the commis- 
sioners of treasury to the council, I think it will but end 
in a compliment. But the real care, and I hope good 
purpose, I will not give over, the better because I am 
not alone. 

For the Star-Chamber business, I shall, as you write, 

1 Sir Fulke Gi eville, who surrendered that office in September, 1621 being 
sneceeded in it by Sir Richard Weston. He had been created lord Brooke 
of Beauchamp's Court, Jan. 9, 1620-1. 
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keep the clock on going, which is hard to do, when some- 
times the wheels are too many, and sometimes too few. 
But we shall do well, especially if those, whom the king 
hath hitherto made bond-men (I mean, which have given 
bonds for their fines) he do not hereafter make free-men. 

For Suffolk's business it is a little strange, that the 
attorney made it a question to the commissioners of trea- 
sury, whether Suffolk should not be admitted to the lease 
of the extent of his own land, which is the way to encourage 
him not to pay his fine. But when it was told him that 
the contrary course was held with the earl of Northum- 
berland, and that thereby he was brought to agree for 
his fine ; then he turned, as his manner is. 

For the errors, we have yet so much use of the service 
of Sir Henry Britten in bringing in the fines, indeed more 
than of the attorney, as we cannot, without prejudice to 
his majesty's service, enter yet into them ; and besides, 
Sir Edward Coke comes not abroad. 

Mr. Kirkham hath communicated with me, as matter 
of profit to his majesty, upon the coals referred by his 
majesty to us of the treasury, wherein I hope we shall 
do good, the rather, because I am not alone. 

The proclamation for light gold, Mr. Secretary Calvert, 
I know, hath sent to his majesty ; and therefore of that 
I say no more. 

For the raising of silver by ordinance, and not by pro- 
clamation, and that for the time to come, we have given 
order to finish it. I hear a whispering, that thereupon 
the commissioners of the navy, the officers of the hous- 
bold, the wardrobe, may take occasion to break the book 
and the undertakings, because the prices may rise, which 
1 thought good to signify to his majesty. And to speak 
plainly, I fear more the pretence, than the natural effect. 
God evermore preserve your lordship. I rest 

Your Lordship'* most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
January 20, 1619. 

TO THE JLORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I hate acquainted his majesty with your letter, who 

1 Harl.MSS. Vol. 7006. 
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is very well pleased therewith, finding in you a continual 
care of his service. In that point of the Star-Chamber 
business, his majesty saith, there is a mistaking ; for he 
meant not the Dutchmens business, but that motion, which 
your lordship made unto him, of sitting in the Star-Cham- 
ber about the commissions, which he had not leisure to 
read' till he came down to Royston, and hath reason to 
give you thanks for it, desiring you to prepare it, and 
study the point, of which he will speak more with you 
at his return to London, being a matter worthy your 
thinking on, and his majesty's practice. 

For the last point of your letter, his majesty saith, it 
cannot but proceed of malice, that there should be any 
such plot, which he will not endure, but he will account 
those, that whisper of it in that sort, enemies of his ser- 
vice ; and will put them out of their places, that practise 
it. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Newmarket, Jan. t?, 1619. 



TO MR. SECRETARY CALVERT 1 . 

MR. SECRETARY, 

I have received your letter of the 3d of this present, 
signifying his majesty's pleasure touching Peacocks * ex- 
aminations, of which I will have special care. 

My lord Coke is come to town, and hath sent me word, 
he will be with me on Monday, though he be somewhat 
lame. Howsoever, the service shall be done. 

I was made acquainted, by your letter to secretary 
Naunton, with his majesty's dislike of the sending to him 
of the jolly letter from Zealand. I will now speak for 
myself, that, when it was received, I turned to the master 
of the Wards 3 , and said, " Well, I think you and I -shall 
ever advise the king to do more for a Burlamachi, when 
he seeketh to his majesty by supplication and supplying 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

9 fie was a minister of the University of Cambridge He was committed to 
the Tower, for pretending that he had, by sorcery, infatuated the king's 
judgment in the cause of Sir Thomas Lake. Camd. Anna!. Regis Jacobi I. 
p. 54. 

Lionel Ciaiifield. 
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the king at the first word, than for all the rest upon any 
bravados from the Burgomasters of Holland and Zealand ;" 
who answered very honestly, that it was in the king's 
power to make them alter their style when he would* 
But when another of us said, we could not but in our 
own discharge send the king the letter, scilicet negandum 
nonfuit ; though indeed my way is otherwise. 

I have at last recovered from these companions, Har- 
rison and Dale, a copy of my lord of Bangor's l book, the 
great one, and will presently set in hand the examinations. 
God keep you. 

Your assured Friend, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
Februarys, 1619. 



TO THE KING. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

Sir Edward Coke is now a-foot, and, according to 
your command, signified by Mr. Secretary Calvert, we 
proceed in Peacock's examinations. For although there 
have been very good diligence used, yet certainly we are 
not at the bottom ; and he, that would not use the utmost 
of his line to sound such a business as this, should not 
have due regard, neither to your majesty's honour nor 
safety. 

A man would think he were in Luke Hutton's case 
again ; for as my lady Roos personated Luke Hutton, so, 
it seemeth, Peacock personateth Atkins. But I make 
no judgment yet, but will go on with all diligence : and, 
if it may not be done otherwise, it is fit Peacock be put 
to torture. He deserveth it as well as Peacham did. 

I beseech your majesty not to think I am more bitter, 
because my name is in it ; for, besides that I always make 

1 Dr. Lewis Bayly, bora at Caermarthen, in Wales, and educated in Exeter 
College, Oxford. He had been minister of Evesham, in Worcestershire, and 
chaplain to prince Henry, and rector of St. Matthew's, Friday-street, in 
London. He was promoted to the bishoprick of Bangor in 1616. On the 
15th of July, 1621, he was committed to the Fleet, but on what account is 
not related by Camden, Annates Regis Jacobi I. p. 72. who mentions the cir- 
cumstance of the bishop's imprisonment ; but that he was soon after set at 
liberty. He was the author of the well-known book, the Practice qf PUty. 
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my particular a cypher, when there is question of your 
majesty's honour and service, I think myself honoured for 
heing brought into so good company. And as, without 
flattery, I think your majesty the best of kings, and my 
noble lord of Buckingham the best of persons favoured ; 
so 1 hope, without presumption, for my honest and true 
intentions to state and justice, and my love to my master, 
I am not the worst of chancellors. 
God ever preserve your majesty. 

Your Majc6ty's most obliged and most obedient Servant, 

FR. VERILAM, CANC. 
Feb. 10, 1619. 






TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

I presume, now after term, if there be any such thing 
as an after-term with your lordship, to offer this inclosed 
paper ■ to your sight, concerning the duke of Lerma ; 
which, if your lordship have not already read, will not, 
I think, be altogether unpleasing, because it is full of 
particular circumstances. I know not how commonly it 
passeth up and down more or less. My friend, Mr. Gage, 
sent it me lately out of Spain. But howsoever I build 
upon a sure ground ; for though it should be vulgar, yet, 
for my desire to serve your lordship, I cannot demerit so 
much, as not to deserve a pardon at your lordship's most 
noble hand. 

Before the departure of the duke of Lerma from that 
court, there was written upon the gate for a pasquinade, 
that the house was governed ' por el Padre, y el Hijo, 
y un Santo ' ; as in Paris about the same time was written 
upon the Louvre-Gate, ' C'est icy l'hostel des troys Roys ' ; 
for Luynes's brother b almost as great as himself. But 
the while there is good store of kings now in Christendom, 
though there be one fewer than there was. 

In Spain there are very extraordinary preparations for 
a great armada. Here is lately in this court a current 
speech, as that the enterprise, whatsoever it should have 

1 I have, out of a ragged liiind in Spanish, translated it, and accompanied 
It with tome marginal notes, Tor your lordship's greater ease. Note pi 
Mr. Matthew. 
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been, is laid wholly aside : but that were strange. Yet 
this is certain, that the forces of men, to the number of 
almost two thousand, which were to have gone into Spain 
from hence, are discharged, together with some munition, 
which was also upon the point of being sent. Another 
thing is also certain, that both in the court of Spain and 
this, there is at this time a strange straitness of money ; 
which I do not conceive, for my part, to proceed so much 
from want, as design to employ it. The rendezvous, 
where the forces were to meet, was at Malaga within the 
Straits ; which makes the enterprise upon Algiers most 
likely to be intended. For I take that to be a wild con- 
ceit, which thinks of going by the Adriatic per far in 
un viaggio dim servitii ; as the giving a blow to Venice, 
and the landing of forces in aid of the king of Bohemia 
about Trieste. 

Perhaps the king of Spain would be glad to let the 
world see, that now he is hors de paye ; and by shewing 
himself in some action, to intitle the duke of Lerma to 
all his former sloth ; or perhaps he now makes a great 
preparation, upon the pretence of some enterprise, that 
he will let fall, that so he may with the less noise assemble 
great forces some other year, for some other attempt not 
spoken of now. 

My lord Compton ! is in this court, and goes shortly 
towards Italy. His fashion is sweet, and his disposition 
noble, and his conversation fair and honest. 

Diego, my lord Roos's man, is come hither. I pray 
God it be to do me any good towards the recovery of the 
debt his lord owes me. 

Most honoured lord, I am here at good leisure to look 
back upon your lordship's great and noble goodness to- 
wards me, which may go for a great example in this age ; 
end so it doth. That, which I am sure of, is, that my 
poor heart, such as it is, doth not only beat, but even 
boil in the desires it hath to do your lordship all humble 
service. 

1 Spencer, lord Cotapton, only son of William* earl of Northampton. Tki» 
nobleman, who suoceeded his father in his -title and estate, in Jane 1630, way 
killed at Hopton*Heath, near Stafford, on Sunday, March 19, 164S-3, fights 
fag for &ing Charles 1. 



300 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

I crave leave, though it be against good manners, that 
I may ever present my humblest service to my most ho- 
noured lady, my lady Verulam, and lady Constable, with 
my best respects to my dear friend, Sir John Constable ; 
who, if your lordship want the leisure, would perhaps cast 
an eye upon the inclosed paper. 

I do, with more confidence, presume to address this 
other letter to Mr. Meautys, because the contents thereof 
concern your lordship's service. 

I beseech sweet Jesus to make and keep your lord- 
ship intirely happy. So I humbly do you reverence, 
remaining ever 

Your Lordship's moat obliged Servant, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 

Post. I should be glad to receive some of your lord- 
ship's philosophical labours, if your lordship could so 
think fit. I do now receive a letter from the Conde de 
Gondomar, who, thinking that it should find me in Eng- 
land, saith thus : ' Beso las mauos mil vezes a mi sennor, 
el sennor Gran Chancilor, con my coracon ; como estoy 
en su buena gracia.' The empress is dead long since, 
and the emperor is so sickly, or rather so sick, that they 
forbear to bury her with solemnity, as conceiving, that 
he will save charge by dying shortly. They say here, that 
the business of Bohemia is growing towards an end by 
composition. 

Brussels, this 14-th of Feb. 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

For the services committed to Sir Lionel Cranfield, 
after his majesty bath spoken with him, I shall attend 
and follow his majesty's pleasure and directions, and yield 
my best care, advice, and endeavour for performance. 

In the pretermitted duty I have some profit, and more 
was to have had if queen Anne had lived. Wherefore I 
shall become an humble suitor to bis majesty, that I may 
become no loser, specially seeing the business had been 
many a time and oft quite overthrown, if it had not been 
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upheld only, or chiefly, by myself; so that whatsoever 
service bath been since done, is upon my foundation. 

Mr. Attorney ' groweth pretty pert with me of late ; 
and I see well who they are that maintain him. But be 
they flies, or be they wasps, I neither care for buzzies nor 
stings, more especially in any thing, that concerneth my 
duty to his majesty, or my love tp your lordship. 

I forgot not, in my public charge, the last Star-Cham- 
ber-day, to publish his majesty's honour for his late com- 
mission for the relief of the poor, and suppressing vaga- 
bonds ; as also his gracious intention touching informers, 
which, I perceive, was received with much applause. 
That of projectors I spake not of, because it is not yet 
ripe, neither doth it concern the execution of any law, 
for which my speech was proper. God ever preserve 
and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
February 17, 1619. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

NT VERY GOOD LORD, 

I send, by post, this sealed packet, containing my lord 
of Suffolk's answer in the. Star-Chamber. I received it 
this evening at six of the clock, by the hands of the master 
of the Rolls*, sealed as it is with my lord of Suffolk's seal, 
and the master's of the Rolls. But neither I, nor the 
master of the Rolls, know what is in it ; but it cometh 
first to his majesty's sight. Only I did direct, that be- 
cause the authentic copy, unto which my lord is sworn, 
according to the course of the court, is not so fit for his 
majesty's reading, my lord of Suffolk should send withal 
a paper copy, which his majesty might read with less 
trouble. 

My lady Suffolk is so ill of the small-pox, as she is not 
yet fit to make any answer. 

BingleyV answer is come in, a long one ; and, as I 
perceive, with some things impertinent, yea, and unfit. 

1 Air Henry Yelverton. * Sir Julius Caesar. • Sir John Bingley's. 
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Of thai; I confer with Mr. Solicitor ' to-morrow ; am 
then I will farther advertise your lordship. 
God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordsliip's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FH. VERULAM, CANC 

York-house, this 33d of Feb. ]619, 
at nine of the cluck [ 161 '.>-■><>;. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

I do even now receive this letter from the Conde de 
Gondomar, with direction I should send it, since I am 
not there to deliver it, to Mr. Wyche, that so he may 
present it to your lordsliip's hand at such time, as it may 
be of most use to him. He commands me besides, that 
for his sake I should become a humble solicitor to your 
lordship for this friend of his ; which I presume to do 
the more willingly, because this party is a great friend 
of mine, and so are also many of his friends my friends. 
Besides he wills me to represent his great thanks to your 
lordship, for the just favours you have been pleased to 
vouchsafe to Mr. Wyche already, the rather in contem- 
plation of the Conde, as he hath been informed. And 
if in the company, or rather in the attendance of so 
great an intercessor, it be not an unpardonable kind of 
ill manners to intrude myself, I presume to cast myself 
at your lordship's feet, with protestation, that I shall be 
very particularly bound to your lordship's goodness for 
any favour, with justice, that he shall obtain. 

I beseech Jesus keep your lordship ever intirely happy ; 
and so doing all humble reverence, I take leave. 

Your Lordsliip's most humble and motl obliged Servant, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 
Brussels, this S6lh of Feb. 1619. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR . 



Understanding, that there hath been a long and 
tedious suit depending in the chancery between Robert 



■ Hurl. MSS. Vol. 70O6. 
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D'Oyiey and his wife, plaintiffs, and Leonard Lovace, 
defendant ; which cause hath been heretofore ended by 
award, but is now revived again, and was, in Michaelmas 
term last, fully heard before your lordship ; at which 
hearing your lordship did not give your opinion thereof, 
but were pleased to defer it, until breviats were delivered 
on both sides ; which, as I am informed, hath been done 
accordingly : now my desire unto your lordship is, that 
you will be pleased to take some time, as speedily as your 
lordship may, to give your opinion thereof, and so make 
a final end, as your lordshp shall find the same in equity 
to deserve. For which I will ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Windsor, May 18, 1630. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I went to Kew for pleasure, but I met with pain. 
But neither pleasure nor pain can withdraw jfiy mind 
from thinking of his majesty's service. And because his 
majesty shall see how I was occupied at Kew, I send him 
these papers of rules for the Star-Chamber, wherein his 
majesty shall erect one of the noblest and durablest pillars 
for the justice of his kingdom in perpetuity, that can be, 
after, by his own wisdom, and the advice of his lords, he 
shall have revised them, and established them. The 
manner and circumstances I refer to my attending his 
majesty. The rules are not all set down ; but I wm do 
the rest within two or three days. I ever remain 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC 

June 9, 1620. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR " . 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Such is my haste at this time, that I cannot write so 
largely to yourself, as I would, in the business of the steel, 
in which once already I sent to your lordship, and in 



» Harl.MSS. Vol.7006. 



} 

304 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

which I only desire the good of the commonwealth, and 
the service of my master. I therefore have sent this 
bearer, my servant, unto you, and committed the relation 
of the business to him. And I do intreat your lordship 
to give credit to what he shall deliver your lordship 
therein, with your lawful assistance of my desires ; wherein 
I doubt not but you shall do a very good office. And I 
shall rest ready to requite your courtesy ; and, with my 
best wishes, continue 

Your very loving Friend, 

G> BUCKINGHAM. 

Egham, July 6, 1620. 

Indorsed, 

My Lord Marquis in the behalf of his servant, Mr. Porter, 

and Mr. Dallington. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR '. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His Majesty having made a reference of business to your 
lordship, concerning Sir Robert Douglas and Mr. David 
Ramsay, two of his highness's servants, whom he loveth, 
and whom I wish very well unto ; I have thought it to 
desire you to shew them all the favour your lordship may 
therein : which I will acknowledge, and ever rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Farnham, the last of August, 1620. 

The reference comes in the name of my brother Chris- 
topher, because they thought it would succeed the better: 
but the prince wisheth well to it. 

Indorsed, 

Touching the business of wills. 



TO THE KING *, 



Amongst the counsels, which, since the time I had 
the honour to be first of your learned, and after of your 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

a This letter appears to have been written after the proceedings ag aioft 
Sir Thomas Lake, and his lady and daughter, in the Star-Chamber, in 
January 1619-20, and before the resolution of calling the parliament, which 
met January 30, 1620-1. 
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privy council, I have given your majesty faithfully, ac- 
cording to my small ability; I do take comfort in none 
more, than that I was the first, that advised you to 
"come in person into the Star-Chamber ; knowing very 
well, that those virtues of your majesty, which I saw 
near hand, would out of that throne, both as out of a 
sphere, illustrate your own honour, and, as out of a 
fountain, water Mid refresh your whole land. And be- 
cause your majesty, in that you have already done, hath 
so well effected that, which I foresaw and desired, even 
beyond my expectation ; it is no marvel, if I resort still 
to the branches of that counsel, that hath borne so good 
fruit. 

The Star-Chamber, in the institution thereof, hath 
two uses ; the one as a supreme c&urt of judicature ; the 
other as an open council. In the first kind, your ma- 
jesty hath sat there now twice ; the first time, in a cause 
of force, concerning the duels; the second time, in a 
cause of fraud, concerning the forgeries and conspiracies 
against the lady of Exeter ; which two natures of crimes, 
force and fraud, are the proper objects of that court. 

In the second kind, your majesty came the first time 
of all, when you did set in frame and fabric the several 
jurisdictions of your courts. There wants a fourth part 
of the square to make all complete, which is, if your ma- 
jesty will be pleased to publish certain commonwealth 
commissions; which, as your majesty hath well begun 
to do in some things, and to speak of in some others; so, 
if your majesty will be pleased to make a solemn declara- 
tion of them in that place, this will follow : 

First, that your majesty shall do yourself an infinite 
honour, and win the hearts of your people to acknow- 
ledge you, as well the most politic king, as the most 
just. 

Secondly, it will oblige your commissioners to a more 
strict account, when they shall be engaged by such a 
public charge and commandment. And, thirdly, it will 
invite and direct any man, that finds himself to know 
any thing concerning those commissions, to bring in their 
informations. So as I am persuaded it will eternise 
your name and merit, and that king James's commissions 

VOL. VI. X 
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will be spoken of, and put in ure, as lpng as Britain 
lasts;' at the least, in the reign of all good kings. 

For the particulars, besides the two commissions of 
the navy, and the buildings about London, wherein your, 
majesty may consider, whether you will have any thing- 
altered or supplied, I wish these following to be added. .- 

Commission for advancing the clothing of England,; 
as well the old drapery as the new, and ail the incidents: 
thereunto. 

Commission for staying treasure within the realm, and 
the reiglement of monies. 

Commission for the provision of the realm with corn* 
and grain, and the government of the exportation and; 
importation thereof; and directing of public granaries, 
if cause be. * 

Commission for introducing and nourishing manufao-, 
turps within the realm, for die setting people a-wojk, 
and the considering of all grants and privileges of that; 
nature. , 

Commission to prevent the depopulation of towns and 
houses of husbandry, and for nuisances and highways. 

Commission for the recovery of drowned lands. 

Commission for the suppression of the grievances o£ 
informers. 

Commission for the better proceedings in the planta- 
tions of Ireland. 

Commission for the provision of the realm with all kind ' 
of warlike defence, ordnance, powder, munition, and 
armour. 

Of these you may take and leave, as it shall please you: 
and I wish the articles concerning every one of them, first 
allowed by your council, to be read openly, and the? 
commissioners names. 

For the good, that comes of particular and select 
committees and commissions, I need not cdmmon-place, 
for your majesty hath found the good of them; but no- 
thing to that, that will be, when such things are pub- 
lished ; because it will vindicate them from neglect, and 
make many good spirits, that we little think of, co-ope- 
rate in them. 

I know very well, that the world, that commonly is 
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apt to think, that th6 care of the commonwealth is but a 
pretext rin matters of state, will perhaps conceive, that 
this is but a preparative to a parliament. But let not 
thai .'hinder your majesty's magnanimity, in opere ope- 
rate, that is so good ; and besides that opinion, for many 
redpeetS, will do no hurt to your affairs. 



r 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 



MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

' !By his majesty's directions, Sir Francis Blundell will 
dfeliveir you a petition of Sir Francis Annesley, his ma- 
jesty's secretary of Ireland, with his majesty's pleasure' 
thereupon. To the gentleman I wish very well, and do 
therefore recommend him and his cause to your lordship's 
goo4 favour ; and your respect of him, in his absence, 
I will thankfully acknowledge. So 1 take my leave. 

Your Lordship's very loving Friend, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobalds, the 2d of Oct. 1620. 



TO THE KING* 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

' W being a thing to speak or write, specially to a king, 
in public, another in private, although I have dedicated 
a work*, or rather a portion of a work, which, fit last, I 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7006. 

* Novmtn Organum. In the library of the late Thrftnas, earl of Lei- 
cester, the descendant of Sir Edward Coke, at Holkham, in Norfolk, is a 
ce£y of this work, intltled fnstauratio Magna, printed by John Bill, in 
1620, presented to Sir Edward, who at the top of the title-page has written, 
I&fw. C, ek dono aw t oris. 
T ' < Auctori Consilium. 

Instanrare paras veterum documenta sophorum : 
Instaura Leges Justitiamq; prius.* 
And over the device of the ship passing between Hercules's Pillars, Sir 
Edwar4 has written the two following verses : 

" It deserveth not to be read in Schooles, 
But to be freighted in the Ship of FooU." 

Alluding to a famons book of Sebastian Brand, born at Strflsbnrgh, about 
1460, written in Latin and High Dutch verse, and translated into English 
in 1508, by Alexander Barklay, and printed at London the year following, 

x 2 
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a public epistle, 
of others ; yet I 



have overcome, to your majesty by a 
where I speak to you in the hearing of others ; yet 
thought fit also humbly to seek access for the same, not 
so much to your person as to your judgment, by these 
private lines. 

The work, in what colours soever it may be set forth, 
is no more but a new logic, teaching to invent and 
judge by induction, as finding syllogism incompetent for 
sciences of nature ; and thereby to make philosophy and 
sciences both more true and more active. 

This tending to enlarge the bounds of reason, and to 
endow man's estate with new value, was no improper 
oblation to your majesty, who, of men, is the greatest 
master of reason, and author of beneficence. 

There be two of your council, and one other bishop ' 
of this land, that know I have been about some such 
work near thirty years * ; so as I made no haste. And 
the reason why I have published it now, specially being 
unperfect, is, to speak plainly, because I number my 
days, and would have it saved. There is another reason 
of my so doing, which is to try whether I can get help 
in one intended part of this work, namely, the compil- 
ing of a natural and experimental history, which must 
be the main foundation of a true and active philosophy. 

This work is but a new body of clay, whereinto your 
majesty, by your countenance and protection, may 
breathe life. And, to tell your majesty truly what I 
think, I account your favour may be to this work as 

by Richard Pynson, printer to Henry VII. and Henry VIII. in folio, 
with the fallowing title : " The Shyp of Folys of the World : TrnmUtH 
in the Coll. of Saynt Mary Otery, in the counte of Devonsbyre, oute *f 
Latin, Frenehe, and Doche, into Englesshe tongue, by Alex. Barkliy, 
preste and chaplen in the sayd College, M,CCCCC,VIII." It was dedtdleJ 
by the translator to T I mm as Cornish, bishop of Tine, and suffragan bislwf 
of Wells, and adorned with great variety of wooden cuts. 

1 Dr. Lancelot Andrews, bishop of Winchester, 

' Mr. Chamberlain, in a letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, ambassador >i 
Holland, dated at London, October 2B, 1G20, mentions, that Mr. Henrj 
Cuffe, who had been secretary to Robert, earl of Esses, and executed (« 
being concerned in his treasons, kming long since perused this work, gtrettf 
couture, that a foot could nut hare irritlea such a work, and a mist ma* uv*U 
not. And, in another letter, dated Feb. 3, 1620-1, Mr. Chamberlain talc 
notice, that the king could not forbear sometimes, in reading that book, M 
say, that il was like the pause <>f God, thai piastlh ,ill understanding. 
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much as an hundred years time : for I am persuaded the 
work will gain upon mens minds in ages, but your grac- 
ing it may make it take hold more swiftly; which I 
would be very glad of, it being a work meant not for 
praise or glory, but for practice, and the good of men. 
One thing, I confess, I am ambitious of, with hope, 
which is, that after these beginnings, and the wheel once 
set on going, men shall seek more truth out of Christian 
pens, than hitherto they have done out of heathen. I 
say with hope ; because I hear my former book of the 
* Advancement of Learning', is well tasted in the uni- 
versities here, and. the English colleges abroad : and this 
is the same argument sunk deeper. 

And so I ever humbly rest in prayers, and all other 
duties, 

Your Majesty's most bounden and devoted Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

York-house, this 12th of Oct. 1620. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

There is a business in your lordship's hands, with 
.which Sir Robert Lloyd did acquaint your lordship; 
whereof the prince hath demanded of me what account 
is given. And because I cannot inform his highness of 
any proceeding therein, I desire your lordship to use all 
expedition that may be, in making your answer to me, 
that I may give his highness some satisfaction, who is 
very desirous thereof. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM* 

Royston, 14th of October, 1620. 

Indorsed, 

Touching the register of wills. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR \ 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

I desire your lordship to continue your favour to 
Sir Thomas Gerrard, in the business concerning him, 

1 Harl. MSS. Vol. 7000. • Ibid. 
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wherein I signified his majesty's pleasure to your lord- 
ship. And oue favour more I am to intreat of your 
lordship in his behalf, that you will be pleased to speak 
to one of the assistants of the chancellor of the duchy, 
in whose court he hath a cause depending, as he will 
more fully inform your lordsliip himself, to see that be 
may have a fair proceeding, according to justice: for 
which I will ever rest 

Your LoriUliijiS lailliliil Friend aud Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Royaton, J at!i of October, 16S0. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Your lordship desiring to understand what cometh of 
the business, after which the prince hearkeneth, I was 
in doubt which of the two businesses you meant ; that 
of the Duchy or that of the Prerogative-Court for wills; 
for both are recommended from the prince. But be it 
one, or be it the other, no time hath been lost in either; 
for Mr. Secretary Naunton and I have entered into both. 
For the Duchy, we have already stayed all proceeding 
to the king's disservice for those manors, which are not 
already passed under seal. For that which is passed, 
we have heard the Attorney ' with none or little satisfac- 
tion hitherto. The Chancellor' is not yet come, though 
sent for. For the other, we have heard Sir Jolin Ben- 
net 1 , and given him leave to acquaint my lord of Canter- 
bury; and have required the Solicitor 4 to come well 
prepared for the king. So that in neither we can cer- 
tify yet ; and to trouble your lordship, while business is 
but in passage, were time lost. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

October 16, 1680. 

1 Sir Henry Yelvertoli. 

* Sir Humphrey May, made chancellor of the duchy, March 9. 1617-1). 

1 Jndfreof the Prerogative-Court of Canterbury. In Hi* l be wa» 6ti 
iO.nnwi. for bribery, corruption, and exaction in that office. He died'" 
1617. 

' SirTliotWas Coventry. 
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TO THE KING, THANKING HIS MAJESTY FOR HIS GRA- 
CIOUS ACCEPTANCE OF HIS BOOK. 

MAT IT PL BASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

I cannot express, how much comfort I received by 
your last letter of your own royal hand *. I see your 
Btiajesty is a star, that hath benevolent aspect and gra- 
cious influence upon all things that tend to a general 
good. 

" D&phni, quid antiquos signorum suspicis ortus ? 
Ecce Dionsei processit Caesaris astrum ; 
Astram, quo segetes gauderent frugibus, et quo 
Duceret apricis in eollibus uva colorem." * 

This work, which is for the bettering of mens bread 

* and wine, which are the characters of temporal bless- 
. ings and sacraments of eternal, I hope, by God's holy 

providence, will be ripened by Caesar's star. 

Your majesty shall not only do to myself a singular 
favour, but to your business a material help, if you will 
be graciously pleased to open yourself to me in those 
things wherein you may be unsatisfied. For though this 
work, as by position and principle, doth disclaim to be 
tried by any thing bijt by experience, and the results 
of experience in a true way ; yet the sharpness and pro- 
foundness of your majesty's judgment ought to be an 
J exception to this general rule ; and your questions, ob- 

• jervations, and admonishments, may do infinite good. 

This comfortable beginning makes me hope farther, 
that your majesty will be aiding to me, in setting men 
on work for the collecting of a natural and experimental 
history; which is basis totius negotii, a thing which I 
assure myself will be, from time to time, an excellent re- 
creation unto you; I say, to that admirable spirit of 
yours, that delighteth in light : and I hope well, that 

: even in your times many noble inventions may be dis- 
covered for man's use. For who can tell, now this mine 
of truth is opened, how the veins go ; and what lieth 

, ; higher, and what lieth lower ? But let me trouble your 

1 Of the 16th of October, 16'iO, printed in Lord ttaeou's works. 
9 Virgil, Eclog. IX. Vers. 46—60. 
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majesty no farther at this time. God ever preserve and 
prosper your majesty. 

[October 19, 162".] 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I send now only to give his majesty thanks for the 
singular comfort which I received by his majesty's letter 
of his own hand, touching my book. And I. must also 
give your lordship of my best thanks, for your letter so 
kindly and affectionately written. 

I did even now receive your lordship's letter touching 
the proclamation, and do approve his majesty's judgment 
and foresight about mine own. Neither would I have 
thought of inserting matter of state for the vulgar, but 
that now-a-days there is no vulgar, but all statesmen. 
But, as hb majesty doth excellently consider, the time of 
it is not yet proper. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

October 19, 1620. 

Indorsed, 

In answer to his majesty's directions touching the proclama- 
tion for a parliament. 



Notes of a Speech of the Lord Chancellor in the Star- 
Chamber, in the cause of Sir Henry Yelverton, Attorney- 
General l . 

Sorry for the person, being a gentleman that I lived 
with in Gray's-Irar, served with him when I was attorney; 
joined with him in many services, and one, that ever gave 
me more attributes in public, than I deserved ; and, be- 
sides, a man of very good parts, wliich with me is friend- 

1 He was prosecuted in the Star-Chamber, for having passed certain clauses 
in a charter, lately granted to the city of London, not agreeable to his ma- 
jesty's warrant, and derogatory to his honour. But the chief reason of the 
severity against him was thought to be the marquis of Buckingham's resent- 
ment against him, for having opposed, according to the duty of his office, 
some oppressive, if not illegal, patents, which the projectors of those times 
were busy in preparing. 
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ship at first sight ; much more, joined with so ancient 
na acquaintance. 

But, as a judge, I hold the offence very great, and 
that without pressing measure ; upon which I will only 
make a few observations, and so leave it. 

1. First I observe the danger and consequence of the 
-offence : for if it be suffered, that the learned council 
shall practise the art of multiplication upon their warrants, 
the crown will be destroyed in small time. The great 
seal, the privy seal, signet, are solemn things ; but they 
follow the king's hand. It is the bill drawn by the learned 
council and the docquet, that leads the king's hand. 

2. Next I note the nature of the defence. As first, 
that it was error in judgment : for this surely, if the 
offence were small though clear, or great, but doubtful, 
I should hardly sentence it. For it is hard to draw a 
straight line by steadiness of hand ; but it could not be 
the swerving of the hand. And herein I note the wisdom 
of the law of England, which termeth the highest con- 
tempts and excesses of authority, misprisions ; which, if 
you take the sound and derivation of the words, is but 
mistaken : but if you take the use and acceptation of the 
word, it is high and hainous contempts and usurpations 
of authority ; whereof the reason I take to be, and the 
name excellently imposed ; for that main mistaking, it is 
ever joined with contempt ; for he, that reveres, will not 
easily mistake ; but he, that slights, and thinks more of 
the greatness of his place than of the duty of his place, 
will soon commit misprisions. 

Indorsed, 

Star-Chamber, October 24, 1620. Notes wpon Mr. Attorney's 

cause. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

It may be, your lordship will expect to hear from me 
what passed yesterday in the Star-Chamber, touching 
Yelverton's cause, though we desired secretary Calvert 
to acquaint his majesty therewith. 

To make jshoyt, at the motion of the attorney, in person 
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at the bar, and at the motion of my lord Steward 1 in 
court, the day of proceeding is deferred till the king's 
pleasure is known. This was against my opinion then 
declared plain enough ; but put to votes, and ruled by 
the major part, though some concurred with me. 

I do not like of this course, in respect that it puts the 
king in a strait ; for either the note of severity must rest 
upon his majesty, if he go on ; or the thanke of clemency 
is in some part taken away, if his majesty go not on. 

I have cor umtm et via una ; and therefore did my part 
as a judge and the king's chancellor. What is farther to 
be done, I will advise the king faithfully, when 1 see Iris 
majesty and your lordship. But before I give advice, I 
must ask a question first. 

God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordships most obliged Friend mill faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 

October 3B, 1610. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON TO THE MARQUIS OF 
BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

UV VERY GOOD LORD, 

Yesternight we made an end of Sir Henry Yd* 
verton's cause. I have almost killed myself with sitting 
almost eight hours. But I was resolved to sit it through- 
He is sentenced to imprisonment hi the Tower during 
the king's pleasure. The fine of 4000/. and discharge 
of his place, by way of opinion of the court, referring it 
to the king's pleasure. How I stirred the court, I leave 
it to others to speak ; but things passed to his majesty's 
great honour. I would not for any tiling but he had made 
his defence ; for many chief points of the charge were 
deeper printed by the defence. But yet I like it not ii 
him ; the less because he retained Holt, who is ever re- 
tained but to play the fool. God ever prosper you. 

Yonr Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC, 

1 1 Not. 16S0. 

1 The duke of Lenox. 

■ From Hie collection.- or'lue Ulc Robert Stephen:', I. ,.,. 
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TO THE KING. 

IT HAT PLEASE TOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

In performance of your royal pleasure, signified by 
Sir John Suckling ' , we have at several times considered 
of the petition of Mr. Christopher Villiers*, and have 
heard, as wefl the registers and ministers of the Preroga- 
„tive-Court of Canterbury, and their council, as also the 
; council of the lord archbishop of Canterbury. And set- 
" ting aside such other points, as are desired by the petition, 
^ .we do think, that your majesty may by law, and without 
' inconvenience, appoint an officer, that shall have the in- 
rossing of the transcripts of all wills to be sealed with 
lie seal of either of the Prerogative-Courts, which shall 
"be proved in communi forma ; and likewise of all inven- 
tories, to be exhibited in the £ame courts. 

We see it necessary, that all wills, which are not judi- 
cially controverted, be ingrossed before the probate. Yet, 
as the law now stands, no officer of those courts can law- 
fiilly take any fee or reward for ingrossing the said wills 
and inventories, the statute of the 21st of king Henry 
the Vlllth restraining them. Wherefore we hold it much 
more convenient, that it should be done by a lawful 
officer, to be appointed by your majesty, than in a cause 
not warrantable by law. Yet our humble opinion and 
advice is, that good consideration be had in passing this 
- ' book, as well touching a moderate proportion of fees to 
' be allowed for the pains and travel of the officer, as for 
" the expedition of the suitor, in such sort, that the subject 
- may find himself in better case than he is now, and not 
: in worsk 

«.' Bui however we conceive this may be convenient in 
• the two courts of prerogative, where there is much busi- 
■ nessy yet in the ordinary course of the bishops diocesans, 



. J s 



l * J Hk was afterwards comptroller of the household to king Charles I. and 
father of the poet of the same name. 

■■ Youngest brother to the marquis of Buckingham. He was created, 
April 23, 1623, baron of Daveutry and earl of Anglesey. He died Sep- 
tember 24, 1624. 
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we hold the same will be inconvenient, in regard of the 
small employment. 

Your Majesty's most faithful ami obedient Servants, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
ROBERT NAUNTON, 
HENRY MONTAGU 1 . 

November 15, 1602. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR . 

After my very hearty commendations, I have ac- 
quainted his majesty with your letter, who commanded 
me to tell you, that he had been thinking upon the same 
point, whereof you write, three or four days ago, being 
so far from making any question of it, that he every day 
expected when a writ should come down. For at the 
creation of prince Henry, the lords of the council and 
judges assured his majesty of as much, as the precedents, 
mentioned in your letter, speak of. And so I rest 

Your Lordship's very loving Friend at command, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 
Newmarket, the 34th of Novcnib. 1620. 
Indorsed, 
Skewing his majesty is satisfied with precedents, touching 
the princess summons to 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Your lordship may find that in the number of patents, 
which we have represented to his majesty, as like to be 
stirred in by the lower house of parliament, we have set 
down three, which may concern some of your lordship's 
special friends, which I account as mine own friends ; 
and so shewed myself, when they were in suit. The one, 
that to Sir Giles Mompesson, touching the inns ; the se- 
cond, to Mr. Christopher VUliers and Mr. Maule, touching 
the recognizances for ale-houses ; the third, to Mr. Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, touching the cask. These in duty 

1 Lord chief justice of the King's Bench, who, on the 3d of December 

following, wan advanced to the post of lord high 
' Harl, MSS. Vol. 7000. 
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could not be omitted, for that, specially the two first of 
them, are more rumoured, both by the vulgar, and by 
the gentlemen, yea, and by the judges themselves, than 
any other patents at this day. Therefore I thought it 
appertained to the singular love and affection, which I 
bear you upon so many obligations, to wish and advise, 
that your lordship, whom God hath made in all things so 
fit to be beloved, would put off the envy of these things, 
which I /think in themselves bear no great fruit ; and 
rather take the thanks for ceasing them, than the note 
for maintaining them. But howsoever, let me know your 
mind, and your lordship shall find I will go your way. 

I cannot express, how much comfort I take in the 
choice his majesty hath made of my lord chief justice to 
be lord treasurer ; not for his sake, nor for my sake, but 
for the king's sake ; hoping, that now a number of coun- 
sels, which I have given for the establishment of his 
majesty's estate, and have lain dead and deeper than this 
snow, may now spring up and bear fruit ; the rather, for 
that I persuade myself, he and I shall run one way. And 
yet I know well, that in this doubling world cor urmm 
et via una is rare in one man, but more rare between 
two. And therefore, if it please his majesty, according 
to his prudent custom in such cases, to cast out, now at 
his coming down, some words, which may the better knit 
us in conjunction to do him service, I suppose it will be 
to no idle purpose. 

And as an old truant in the commission of the treasury, 
let me put his majesty in remembrance of three things 
now upon his entrance, which he is presently to go in 
hand with : the first, to make Ireland to bear the charge 
thereof; the second, to bring all accounts to one purse 
in the exchequer ; the third, by all possible means to 
endeavour the taking off of the anticipations. There be 
a thousand things more ; but these being his majesty's 
last commands to the commissioners of the treasury, with 
such as in his majesty's princely judgment shall occur, 
will do well to season his place. 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
November f 9, 162 0. 
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As soon as I had written this letter, I received your 
lordship's letter, touching my lord chief justice, which re- 
doubled my comfort, to see how his majesty's thoughts 
and mine, his poor servant's, and your lordship's, meet. 

I send inclosed names for the speaker ; and if his 
majesty, or your lordship, demand our opinion, wlikh of 
them, my lord chief justice will tell you. It were mfl 
it were dispatched; for else I will not dine jvith the 
speaker ; for his drink will not be laid in time enough. 

I beseech your lordship, care may be taken, that our 
general letter may he kept secret, whereof my lord chief 
justice will tell you the reason. 



TO THE KING. 



According to your commandment, we have heard 
once more the proctors of the Prerogative-Court, what 
they could say; and find no reason to alter, in any part, 
our former certificate. Thus much withal we think fit 
to note to your majesty, that our former certificate, which 
we now ratify, is principally grounded upon a point in 
law, upon the statute of 21 Henry VIII. wherein we the 
chancellor and treasurer, for our own opinions, do conceive 
the law is clear ; and your solicitor-general ' concurs. 

Now whether your majesty will be pleased to rest in 
our opinions, and so to pass the patents ; or give us leave 
to assist ourselves with the opinion of some principal 
judges now in town, whereby the law may be the better 
resolved, to avoid farther question hereafter ; we leave 
it to your majesty's royal pleasure. This we represent 
the rather, because we discern such a confidence in the 
proctors, and those upon whom they depend, as, it is not 
unlike, they will bring it to a legal question. 

And so we humbly kiss your majesty's hands, praying 
for your preservation. 

Your Majesty's iiioe-! humble and obedient Servants, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
HENRY MONTAGU, 
York-home, December ia, 1(320, ROBERT NACNTOX. 

1 Sir Tl torn as Coventry, who v, a * mal ] c attorney-general, Jan. u, 16*M. 
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THE LORD CHANCELLOR AND TWO CHIEF JUSTICES 1 TO* 

THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 
our Vbsy good lord, 

It may please his majesty to call to mind, that when . 
we gave his mfrjesty our lost account of parliament bu- 
siness in his presence, we went over the grievances of the 
last parliament in 7 mo*, with our opinion by way of- 
probable conjecture, which of them are likely to fell off, 
and which may perchance stick and be renewed. And 
we did ahp then acquaint his majesty, that we thought it 
no less fit to take into consideration grievances of like ha- ' 
ture, which have sprung up since the said last session, 
which are the more like to be called upon, by how much 
they are the more fresh, signifying withal, that they were 
of two kinds ; some proclamations and commissions, and > 
many patents ; which, nevertheless, we did not trouble 
his majesty withal in particular : partly, for that we were , 
not then fully prepared, as being a work of some length, 
and partly, for that we then desired and obtained leave 
of his majesty to communicate them with the council-table. 
But now since I, the chancellor, received his majesty's 
pleasure by secretary Calvert, that we should first present 
them to his majesty with some advice thereupon pro- 
visionally, and as we are capable, and thereupon know 
his majesty's pleasure before they be brought to the table, 
which is the work of this dispatch. 

And hereupon his majesty may be likewise pleased to 
call to mind, that we then said, and do now also humbly 
make remonstrance to his majesty, that in this we do hot 
so much express the sense of our own minds or judgments - 
upon the particulars, as we do personate the lower house, 
and cast with ourselves what is like to be stirred there. 
And therefore if there be any thing, either in respect of 
the matter, or the persons, that stands not so well with 
his majesty's food liking, that his majesty would be 
J^l£«3U « unto i, , V wMhal 
to consider, that it is to this good end, that his majesty 
may either remove, such of them, as in his own princely 

1 Sir Henry Montagu of the King's Bench, and Sir Henry Hobart of the 
Common Fleas. 
9 That which began February 9, 1609 ; and wa* prorogued July £3, 1610. 
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judgment, or with the advice of his council, he shall think 
fit to be removed ; or he the better provided to carry 
through such of them, as he shaUtliink fit tobe maintained, 
in case they should be moved ; and so the less surprised. 

First, therefore, to begin with the patents, we find 
three sorts of patents, and those somewhat frequent, since 
the session of 7mo, which in genere we conceive may be 
most subject to exception of grievance ; patents of old 
debts, patents of concealments, and patents of monopo- 
lies, andforfeitures for dispensations of penal laws, together 
with some other particulars, which fall not so properly 
under any one head. 

In these three heads, we do humbly advise several 
courses to be taken : for the first two, of old debts and 
concealments, for that they are in a sort legal, though 
there may be found out some point in law to overthrow 
them ; yet it would be a long business by course of law, 
and a matter unusual by act of council, to call them in. 
But that, that moves us chiefly to avoid the questioning 
them at the council-table, is, because if they shall be taken 
away by the king's act, it may let in upon him a flood 
of suitors for recompense; whereas, if they be taken away 
at the suit of the parliament, and a law thereupon made, 
it frees the king, and leaves him to give recompense only 
where he shall be pleased to intend grace. Wherefore 
we conceive the most convenient way will be, if some 
grave and discreet gentleman of the country, such as 
have lost relation to the court, make, at fit times, some 
modest motion toucliing the same ; and that his majesty 
would be graciously pleased to permit some law to pass, 
for the time past only, no ways touching his majesty's 
regal power, to free the subjects from the same ; and so 
his majesty, after due consultation, to give way unto it. 

For the third, we do humbly advise, that such of them, 
as his majesty shall give way to have called in, may be 
questioned before the council-table, either as granted con- 
trary to his majesty's book of bounty, or found since to 
have been abused in the execution, or otherwise by ex- 
perience discovered to be burdensome to the country. 
But herein we shall add this farther humble advice, that 
it be not done as matter of preparation to a parliament ; 
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init that occasion be taken, partly upon revising of the 
hook of bounty, and partly upon the fresh examples in 
Sir Henry Yelverton's case of abuse and surreption in 
obtaining of patents ; and likewise, that it be but a con- 
tinuance in conformity of the council's former diligence 
and vigilancy, which hath already stayed and revoked 
divers patents of like nature, whereof we are ready to 
shew the examples. Thus, we conceive, his majesty shall 
keep his greatness, and somewhat shall be done in par- 
liament, and somewhat out of parliament, as the nature 
of the subject and business require. 

We have sent his majesty herewith a schedule of the 
particulars of these three kinds ; wherein, for the first 
two, we have set down all that we could at this timfc 
discover : but in the latter, we have chosen out but some, 
that are most in speech, and do most tend, either to the 
vexation of the common people, or the discountenancing 
of our gentlemen and justices, the one being the original, 
the other the representative of the commons. 

There being many more of like nature, but not of like 
weight, nor so much rumoured, which, to take away now 
in a blaze, will give more scandal, that such things were 
granted, than thanks, that they be now revoked. 

And because all things may appear to his majesty in 
the true light, we have set down, as well the suitors as 
the grants, and not only those, in whose names the pa- 
tents were taken, but those, whom they concern, as far 
as comes to our knowledge. 

For proclamations and commissions, they are tender 
things ; and we are willing to meddle with them sparingly. 
Par as for such, as do but wait upon patents, wherein 
his majesty, as we conceived, gave some approbation to 
jbave them taken away, it is better they fall away, by 
taking away the patent itself, than otherwise ; for a pro* 
clamation cannot be revoked but by proclamation, which 
we avoid. 

For those commonwealth bills, which his majesty ap- 
proved to be put in readiness, and some other things, 
there will be time enough hereafter to give his majesty 
account, and amongst them, of the extent of his majesty's 
pardon, which, if his subjects do their part, as we hope 

VOL. VI. Y 
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they will, we do wish may be more liberal than of later 
times, a pardon being the ancient remuneration in par- 
liament. 

Thus hoping his majesty, out of his gracious and ac- 
customed benignity, will accept of our faithful endeavours, 
and supply the rest by his own princely wisdom and di- 
rection ; and also humbly praying his majesty, tliat when 
he hath himself considered of our humble propositions, 
he will give us leave to impart them all, or as much as 
he shall think fit, to the lords of his council, for the better 
strength of his service, we conclude with our prayers for 
his majesty's happy preservation, and always rest, &c. 

Indorsed, 

The lord chancel/or and the two chief justices to the king, 

concerning parliament business. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR, AND THE LORD MAN DEVILLE, 
LORD TREASURER OF ENGLAND '. 



His majesty is pleased, according to your lordships' 
certificate, to rely upon your judgments, and hath made 
choice of Sir Robert Lloyd, knight, to be patentee and 
master of the office of ingrossing the transcripts of all 
wills and inventories in the Prerogative-Courts, during 
his highness's pleasure, and to be accountable unto his 
majesty for such profits as shall arise out of the same office. 
And his majesty's farther pleasure is, that your lordship 
forthwith proportion and set down, as well a reasonable 
rate of fees for the subject to pay for ingrossing the said 
transcripts, as also such fees, as your lordship shall con- 
ceive fit to be allowed to the said patentee for the charge 
of clerks and ministers for execution of the said office. 
And to this effect his majesty hath commanded me to 
signify his pleasure to his solicitor-general ' to prepare a 
book for his majesty's signature. And so I bid your 
lordship heartily well to fare, and remain 

Yonr Lord&bip's very loving Friend, 

' G- BUCKINGHAM. 

Roy 8 ton, December I7j 1620. 

1 Hart. MS9. Vol.7000 « Sir Thomas Coventry. 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

• I WAS so foil of cold, as I could not attend his majesty 
to-day. Yesterday I dispatched the proclamation with 
the council. There was a motion to have sharpened it: 
but better none, than oyer sharp at first. I moved the 
council also for supplying the committee for drawing of 
bills and some other matters, in regard of my lord Ho- 
battfe 1 sickness, who, I think, will hardly escape ; which, 
though it be happiness for him, yet it is loss for us. 
' Meanwhile, as I propounded to the king, which he 
allowed well, I have broken the main of the parliament 
into questions and parts, which I send. It may be, it 
is an over-diligence ; but still methinks there is a middle 
thing between art and chance : I think they call it pro- 
vidence, or some such thing, which good servants owe 
to their sovereign, especially in cases of importance and 
Straits of occasions. And those huffing elections, and 
general licence of speech, ought to make us the better 
provided. The way will be, if his majesty will be pleased 
to peruse these questions advisedly, and give me leave to 
wait on him ; and then refer it to some few of the council, 
a little to advise upon it. I ever rest 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

FR. VERULAM, CANC. 
December 23, 1620. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR*. 

MY HONOURABLE LORD, 

His majesty hath commanded me to signify his plea- 
sure unto your lordship, that Sir Thomas Coventry, now 
his solicitor-general, be forthwith made his attorney- 
general ; and that your lordship give order to the clerk 
of the crown to draw up a grant of the said place unto 
him accordingly. And so I rest. 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

- Whitehall, 9th of January, 16t0. 

1 Lord chief justice of the Common-Pleas, . . 

• Harl. MSS. Vol. 7000. 

t2 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 
■ 
J 






have been intreated to recommend unto your lord- 
ship the distressed case of the lady Martin, widow of Sir 
Richard Martin, deceased, who hath a cause to be heard 
before your lordship in the chancery, at your first sitting 
in the next term, between her and one Archer, and others, 
upon an ancient statute, due long since unto her husband. ; 
which cause, I am informed, hath received three verdicts 
for her in the common law, a decree in the Exchequer 
Chamber, and a dismission before your lordship : which 
I was the more willing to do, because I have seen a letter 
of his majesty to the said Sir Richard Martin, acknow- 
ledging the good service that he did him in this kingdom, 
at the time of his majesty's being in Scotland. And 
therefore I desire your lordship, that you would give her 
a full and fair hearing of her cause, and a speedy dis- 
patch thereof, her poverty being such, that having nothing 
to live on but her husband's debts, if her suit long depend, 
she shall be inforced to lose her cause for want of means 
to follow it : wherein I acknowledge your lordship's favour, 

and rest Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Whitehall, the 13th of January, u go. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

His majesty hath commanded me to signify his plea- 
sure unto you, that you give present order to the clerk 
of the crown to draw a hul to be signed by his majesty 
for Robert Heath, late recorder of London, to be his 
majesty's solicitor-general. So I rest 

Your LordBhip's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Theobalds, Wth of January, 16H>. 



TO THE KING *, 



I thank God I number days, both in thankfulness 
to him, and in warning to myself. I should likewise 

1 Harl. MS8. Vol. 7000. ■ Ibtf. 

" This seems to have been written by lord St. Albans, jnit after he ■ 

mrated a rricoiint by lhat\itle, January 47, 1GS0, 
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number year majesty's benefits, which, as, to take them 
in all kinds, they are without number ; so even in this 
kind of steps and degrees of advancement, they are in 
greater number, than scarcely any other of your subjects 
can say. For this is now the eighth time that your 
majesty hath raised me. 

Vou formed me of the learned council extraordinary, 
without patent or fee, a kind of individuum vagum. 
Yon established me, and brought me into ordinary. 
80011 after you placed me solicitor, where I served seven 
year* Then your majesty made me your attorney, or 
procurator general ; then privy counsellor, while I waa 
attorney; a kind of miracle of your favour, that had not 
been in many ages; thence keeper of your seal; and, 
because that was a kind of planet, and not fixed, chan- 
cellor : and when your majesty could raise me no higher, 
it was your grace to illustrate me with beams of honour, 
first making me baron Verulam, and now viscount St. 
Alban. So this is the eighth rise or reach, a diapason in, 
music, even a good number, and accord for a close. And 
so I may, without superstition, be buried in St. Alban's 
habk or vestment. 

Besides the number, the obligation is increased by three 
notes or marks : first, that they proceed from such a king ; 
for hondbrs from some kings are but great chancels, or 
counters, set high ; but from your majesty, they are in- 
deed dignities,by the co-operation of your grace. Secondly, 
in respect of the continuance of your majesty's favour, 
which proceedeth, as the divine favour, from grace to grace. 
And, thirdly, these splendors of honour are like your 
freest patents, absque aliquid inde reddendo. Offices 
have burdens of cares and labours ; but honours have nor 
burden but thankfulness, which doth rather raise mens 
spirits, than accable them, or press them down. 

Then I must say, quid retribuam ? I have nothing of 
mine own. That, that God hath given me, I shall pre- 
sent unto your majesty : which is care and diligence, and 
Assiduous endeavour, and that, which is the chief, cor 
umm et viam imam ; hoping, that your majesty will do 
*s y*ur superior doth ; that is, finding my heart upright, 
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you will bear with my other imperfections. And lastly, 
your majesty shall have the best of my time, which, I assure 
myself, I shall conclude in your favour, and survive in 
your remembrance. And that is my prayer for myself. 
The rest shall be in prayers for your majesty. 



TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR 1 . 

I have shewed your letter of thanks to his majesty, 
who saith there are too many thanks in it for so small a 
favour ; which he holdeth too little to encourage so well 
a deserving servant. For myself, I shall ever rejoice at 
the manifestation of his majesty's favour toward you, and 
will contribute all, that is in me, to the increasing of his 
good opinion; ever resting 

Your Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



Speech of the Lord Viscount St- Albas, Lord Chancellor, to 
the parliame?it, January 30, 1620. 

MY LORDS MP MASTERS, 

You have heard the king's speech ; and it makes me 
call to mind what Solomon saith, who was also a king : 
' The words of the wise are as nails and pins, driven in 
and fastened by the masters of assemblies.' The king is 
the master of this assembly ; and though Ms words, in 
regard of the sweetness of them, do not prick ; yet, in 
regard of the weight and wisdom of them, I know they 
pier.ee through and through ; that is, both into your me- 
mories, and into your affections ; and there I leave them. 

As the king himself hath declared unto you the causes 
of the convoking of this parliament; so he hath command- 
ed me to set before you the true institution and use of a 
parliament, that thereby you may take your aim, and 
govern yourselves the better in parliament matters : for 
then are all things in best state, when they are prescru'd 
in their primitive institution ; for otherwise ye know the 
principle of philosophy to be, that the corruption or 
degeneration of the best things is the worst. ' 

The krogs of this realm have used to summon their 
» Harl. MSS. Vol, 7000. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 32T 



:>n ^i »; 



or estates for three ends or purposes ; for: 
advice, for assent, and for aid. 

For advice, it is no doubt great surety for kings to 
take advice and information from their parliament. It 
is advice, that proceedeth but of experience ; it is not 1 
speculative or: abstract. It is a well-tried advice, and 
that passeth many revenues, and hath Argus's eyes. It 
is an advice, that commonly is free from private and 
particular ends, which is the bane of counsel. For al- 
though some particular members of parliament may have 
their private ends; yet one man sets another upright; 
so. that the resultate of their counsels is, for the most 
party direct and sincere. But this advice is to be given 
with distinction of the subjects : they are to tender and 
offer their advice by bill or petition, as the case requires. 
But in those things, that are Arcana Imperii, and re- 
served points of sovereignty, as making of war and peace,, 
or the like, "there they are to apply their advice to that, 
which shall be communicated unto them by the king, 
without pressing farther within the veil, or reaching forth 
to the forbidden fruit of knowledge. In these things the 
rule holds, ' tantum permissum quantum commissum.' 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

With due thanks for your last visit, this day is a play- 
day for me. But I will wait on your lordship, if it be 
necessary. 

1 do hear from divers of judgment, that to-morrow's 
conference ' is like to pass in a calm, as to the referees \ 
Sir Lionel Cranfield, who hath been formerly the trumpet, 
said yesterday, that he did now incline to Sir John 
Walter's opinion and motion, not to have the referees 

1 On Monday the 5th of March, 1620-1, the house of lords received mes- 
sage from the commons, desiring a conference touching certain grievances* 
principally concerning Sir Giles Mompesson. See Journal of the house of 

lords. 

• Those, to whom the king referred the petitions, to consider, whether 
they were fit to be granted or no. This explanation of the word rtferees, t 
owe to a note in a MS. letter, written to the celebrated Mr, Joseph Mead, 
of Christ's College, Cambridge. 
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meddled with otherwise then to discount it from the king ; 
and so not to look, back, but to the future. And I do 
hear almost all men of judgment in the house wish now 
that way. I woo nobody : I do but listen, and I have 
doubt only of Sir Edward Coke, who, I wish, had some 
round caveat given him from the king ; for your lord- 
ship hath no great power with him : but I think a word 
from the king mates him. 

If things be carried fair by the committees of the lower 
house, I am in some doubt, whether there will be oc- 
casion for your lordship to speak to-morrow ; though, I 
confess, I incline to wish you did, chiefly because you 
are fortunate in that kind ; and, to be plain also, for our 
better countenance, when your lordship, according to 
your noble proposition, shall shew more regard of the 
fraternity you have with great counsellors, than of the 
interest of your natural brother. 

Always, good my lord, let us think of times out of 
parliament, as well as the present time in parliament, 
and let us not all be put es pourpoint. Fair and mo- 
derate courses are ever best in causes of estate : the rather, 
because I wish this parliament, by the sweet and united 
passages thereof, may increase the king's reputation with 
foreigners, who may make a far other judgment than we 
mean, of a beginning to question great counsellors and 
officers of the crown, by courts, or assemblies of estates. 
But the reflection upon my particular in this makes me 
moresparing, than perhaps, as a counsellor, I ought to be. 
God ever preserve and prosper you. 

Your Lordship's true Servant all anil ever, 

FR. ST. ALBAN, CANC. 

March 7, the day I received the seal, 16£0. 



TO THE KING . 

IT MAT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

I received your majesty's letter about midnight : and 
because it was stronger than the ancient summons of the 

1 The date of this letter in determined to be the 8th of March, 16*0-1. 
from the circumstance of its being mentioned to hare been written on tint 
Thursday, on which the house of lords adjourned to ihe Saturday fbllowuij. 
It appears from the journal of that house, lhat on Ihe 8th of March 1610, tht 
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exchequer, which is sicut teipsum et omma tua diligis; 
whereas this was sicut me diligis ; I used all possible 
care to effect your majesty's good will and pleasure. 

I sent early to the prince, and to my lord treasurer : 
and we attended his highness soon after seven of the clock, 
at Whitehall, to avoid farther note. We agreed, that, 
if the message came, we would put the lords into this 
way, that the answer should be, that we understood they 
came prepared both with examination and precedent ; 
and we likewise desired to be alike prepared, that the 
conference might be with more fruit. 

I did farther speak with my lord of Canterbury, when 
I came to the house, not letting him know any part of 
the business, that he would go on with a motion, which 
he had told me of the day before, that the lords house 
might not sit Wednesday and Friday, because they were 
convocation-days ; and so was the former custom of par- 
liament. 

As good luck was, the house read two bills, and had 
no other business at all : whereupon my lord of Canter* 
bury made his motion ; and I adjourned the house till 
Saturday. It was no sooner done, but came the mes- 
sage from the lower house. But the cansummatum est 
was past, though I perceived a great willingness, in many 
of the lords, to have recalled it, if it might have been. 

So with my best prayers for your majesty's preservation* 
I rest 

Your Majesty's most boonden and most devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN, CANC. 
Thursday, at eleven of our forenoon [March 8, 1620]. 

said house, at which were present the prince of Wales and marquis of Buck« 
Ingham, was adjourned to Saturday the 10th, on which day a conference of 
Beth nooses was held relating to the complaint of that of the commons against 
Sir Giles Moaipesson. Of this conference the lord chancellor made report 
on Monday, March 12, to the house of lords, remarking, that " the induce- 
ment to this conference was to clear the king's honour, touching grants to 
8fr Giles, and the passages in procuring the same/' After this report of the 
oontareace, the lord Chamberlain, William earl of Pembroke, complained 
to the house, that two great lords, meaning the lord chancellor, and the lord 
traesarer, the lord viscount Mandeville, had, in that conference, spmke in 
tatsr own defence, mot being eMowed U do eo token ike eommitttes were nm isd. 
tfpeawhkh both the lords acknowledged their error, and begged pardon of 
the house. 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

MI VERY GOOD LOHD, 

Your lordship spoke of purgatory. I am now in it ; 
but my mind is in a calm ; for my fortune is not my fe- 
licity. I know I hare clean hands, and a clean heart ; 
and, I hope, a clean house for friends or servants. But 
Job himself, or whosoever was the justest judge, by 
such hunting for matters against him, as hath been used 
against me, may for a time seem foul, especially in a 
time, when greatness is the mark, and accusation is the 
game. And if this be to be a chancellor, I think, if the 
great seal lay upon Hounslow Heath, no body would 
take it up. But the king and your lordship will, I hope, 
put an end to these my straits one way or other. And 
in troth that, which I fear most, is, lest continual at- 
tendance and business, together with these cares, and 
want of time to do my weak body right this spring by 
diet and physic, will cast me down ; and that it will bo 
thought feigning, or fainting. But I hope in God I shall 
hold out. God prosper you. 



TO THECHANCELLOROFTHEDUCHT, SIR HUMPHREY MAT. 



There will come, upon Friday, before you a patent 1 
of his majesty's for the separation of the company of 
apothecaries from the company of grocers, and their sur- 
vey, and the erecting them into a corporation of themselves 
under the survey of the physicians. It is, as I conceive, 
a fair business both for law and conveniency, and a work, 
which the king made his own, and did, and, as I hear, 
doth take much to heart. It is hj'avorem vitee, where 
the other part is injavorem htcri. You may perhaps 
think me partial to apothecaries, that have been ever pud- 
dering in physic all my life. But there is a circumstance, 
that touches upon me but post diem, for it is compre- 
hended in the charge and sentence passed upon me. It 

1 This letter seems to have been written soon after lord St. Alhan began W 
he accused of abuses in his office of chancellor. 

■ The patent for incorporating the apothecaries by themselves, by the ap- 
pellation of "The masters, wardens, and society of the art and ruyitery of 
apothecaries of London,'' was dated December ti, 1617. They 
eorjioraled with Hie company of grocers, April '.', 1606. 
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hr true, that after I had put the seal to the patent, the 
apothecaries ' presented me with an hundred pounds. It 
was no judicial affair. But howsoever, as it may not be 
defended, so I would be glad it were not raked up more 
than needs. I doubt only the chair x because I hear he 
useth names sharply; and besides, it may be, he hath a 
tooth at me yet, which is not fallen out with age. But 
the best is, as one saith, ' satis est lapsos non erigere ; 
urgere vero jacentes, aut prsecipitantes impellere, certe 
est inhumanum/ Mr. Chancellor, if you will be nobly 
pleased to grace me upon this occasion, by shewing ten- 
derness of my name, and commiseration of my fortune, 
there is no man in that assembly, from whose mouth 
I had rather it should come. I hope it will be no dis- 
honour to you. It will oblige me much, and be a worthy 
fruit of our last reintegration of friendship. I rest 

Your faithful Friend to do yon ferric*. 



Memoranda of what the Lord Chancellor intended to deliver 
to the King, April 16, 1621 % upon hie first access to hie 
Majesty after his troubles. 

That howsoever it goeth with me, I think myself in- 
finitely bound to his majesty for admitting me to touch 
the hem of his garment ; and that, according to my faith, 
so be it unto me. 

1 His lordship being charged by the house of commons, that he had re- 
ceived 1001. of the new company of apothecaries, that stood against the grocers, as 
likewise a taster of gold worth between 400 and 500/. with a present of am- 
bergrise, from the apothecaries thai stood with the grocers, and 2001. of the 
g ro ce rs ; he admits the several snms to have been received of the three parties, 
hot alledges, that he considered those presents as no jodicial business, bot 
a concord of composition between the parties : and as he thought they had 
all three received good, and they were all common purses, he thought it the 
leas matter to receive what they voluntarily presented ; for if he bad taken it 
in the nature of a bribe, he knew it could not be concealed, because it must 
be put to the account of the three several companies." 

• Sir Robert Philips was chairman of the committee of the house of com- 
mons for inquiring into the abuses of the courts of justice. He was son of 
Sir Edward Philips, Master of the Rolls, who died September 11, 1614, being 
succeeded by Sir Julius Csssar, to whom the king had given, January 16, 
1610*11 9 under the great seal, the reversion of that post. 
• * A eosamxUee of the House of Commons had been appointed about the 12th 
of March, 1690-1, to inspect the abases of the courts of justice, of which Sir 
Edward Sackville was named the 'chairman, but by reason of some indispo- 
sition, Sir Robert Phillips was chosen in hit room. The first thing they fell 
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That I ought also humbly to thank his majesty for 
that, in that excellent speech of his, which is printed, 
that 6peech of so great maturity, wherein the elements 
are so well mingled, by kindling affection, by washing 

upon was bribery and corruption, of which the lord chancellor was accused 
by Mr. Christopher Aubrey and Mr. Edward Egerton ; who affirmed, that 
they had procured money to be given to his lordship to promote their causes 
depending before him. This charge being corroborated by some circum- 
stances, a report of it was made from the committee to the house, on Thurs- 
day, the lStb. of March; and a second on the 17th, of other matters of the 
same natnre, charged upon hit lordship. The heads of the accusation having 
beeu drawn up, were presented by the commons to the lords, in a conference, 
on Monday, the 19th of the same month. The subject of this conference 
being reported, the next day, to the house of lords, by the lord treasurer, 
the marquis of Buckingham presented to their lordships a letter to them from 
the lord chancellor, dated that day. Upon this letter, answer was sent from 
the lords to the lord chancellor, on the 20th, that they had received his letter, 
aid intended to proceed in his cause, now before them, according to the rule 
of justice, desiring his lordship to provide for his just defence. The next 
day, March Si, the commons sent to the lords a farther charge against the 
lord chancellor ; and their lordships, in the mean time, examined the com- 
plaints against him, and witnesses in the house, and appointed a select com- 
mittee of themselves to take examinations likewise. Towards the latter end 
of March the session was discontinued for sometime, iu hopes, as it wu 
imagined, of softening the lord chancellor's (alt ; bnt, upon the re-assembling 
of the parliament, more complaints being daily represented, on Wednesday, 
April 94, the prince signified nnto the lords, that his lordship had sent > 
submission, dated the vad. Which the lords having considered, and heard 
the collection of corruptions charged on him, and the proofs read, they sent 
a copy of the same, without the proofs, to him, by baron Denham and Mr. 
Attorney -general, with this message, that his lordship's confession was nut 
fully set down by him ; and that they had therefore sent him the particular 
charge, and expected bis answer to it with all convenient expedition. To 
which be answered, that lie would return their lordships an answer with 
speed. On the 35th of April, the lords considered of this said answer, and 
sent a second message by the same persons, that having received a doubtM 
answer to their message, sent him the day before, they now sent to him agaia, 
to know directly and presently, whether his lordship would make his con- 
fession, or stand upon his defence. His answer, returned by the same mes- 
sengers, was, that he would make no manner of defence, but meant to ac- 
knowledge corrnption, and to make a particular confession to every point. 
and after that an humble submission ; but humbly craved liberty, that when 
the charge was more full than he finds the truth of the fact, be may make 
declaration of the truth in such particulars, the charge being brief, and con- 
taining not all circumstances. The lords sent the same messengers, to kt 
him know, that tbey granted bim time to do this till the Monday following ; 
when he scut his confession and submission ; which being avowed by kimta 
several lords, sent to him, the lords resolved, on the ed of May, to proceed to 
sentence him the next morning, and summoned him to attend ; which h( 
excusing, on account of being confined to his bed by sickness, they gavt 
judgment accordingly ou the 3d of May, lo'Jl. 
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away aspersion, by establishing of opinion, and yet git* 
ing way to opinion, I do find some passages, which I da 
construe to my advantage. 

And lastly, I have heard from my friends, that, not- 
withstanding these waves of information, his majesty 
mentions my name with grace and favour. 

In the next place, I am to make an oblation of myself 
into his majesty's hands, that, as I wrote to him, I am 
as clay in his hands, his majesty may make a vessel of 
honour or dishonour of me, as I find favour in his eyes ; 
and that I submit myself wholly to his grace and mercy, 
and to be governed both in my cause and fortunes by his 
direction, knowing that his heart is inscrutable for good* 
Only I may express myself thus far, that my desire is, 
that the thread, or line, of my life, may be no longer 
than the thread, or line, of my service : I mean, that I 
may be of use to your majesty in one kind or other. 

Now for any farther speech, I would humbly pray his 
majesty, that whatsoever the law of nature shall teach 
me to speak for my own preservation, your majesty will 
Understand it to be in such sort, as I do nevertheless de- 
pend wholly upon your will and pleasure. And under 
this submission, if your majesty will graciously give me 
the hearing, I will open my heart unto you, both touch- 
ing my fault, and fortune. 

For the former of these, I shall deal ingenuously with 
your majesty, without seeking fig-leaves or subterfuges. 

There be three degrees, or cases, as I conceive, of 
gifts and rewards given to a judge : 

The first is of bargain, contract, or promise of reward, 
pendente lite. And this is properly called ' venalis sen* 
tentia', or * baratria', or € corrupted munerum'. And 
of this, my heart tells me, I am innocent ; that I had no 
bribe or reward in my eye or thought, when I pronounced 
«oy sentence or order. 

The second is a neglect in the judge to inform himself, 
whether the cause be fully at an end, or no, what time 
lie receives the gift; but takes it upon the credit of the 
party, that all is done ; or otherwise omits to inquire. 

And the third is, when it is received sine frame, after 
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the cause ended; which, it seems by the opinion of the 
civilians, is no offence. Look into the case of simony, &c. 



Draught of another paper to the sai?te purpose. 

There be three degrees, or cases, of bribery, charged, 
or supposed, in a judge : 

The first, of bargain, or contract, for reward to per- 
vert justice. 

The second, where the judge conceives the cause to 
be at an end, by the information of the party, or other- 
wise, useth not such diligence, as lie ought, to inquire 
of it. And the third, when the cause is really ended, 
and it is sine frauds, without relation to any precedent 
promise. 

Now, if I might see the particulars of my charge, I 
should deal plainly with your majesty, in whether of these 
degrees every particular case falls. 

But for the first of them, I take myself to be as inno- 
cent, as any born upon St. Innocents day, in my heart 

For the second, I doubt, in some particulars I may be 
faulty. 

And for the last, I conceived it to be no fault ; but 
therein I desire to be better informed, that I may be 
twice penitent, once for the fact, and again for the error. 
For I had rather be a briber, than a defender of bribes. 

I must likewise confess to your majesty, that at new- 
years tides, and likewise at ray first coming in, whicli 
was, as it were, my wedding, I did not so precisely, as 
perhaps I ought, examine whether those, that presented 
me, had causes before me, yea or no. 

And this is simply all, that I can say for the present. 
concerning my charge, until I may receive it more par- 
ticularly. And all this while, I do not fly to that, as to 
say, that these things are vitia temporis and not vWa 
homhiis. 

For my fortune, summit mimmorum with me is, that 
I may not be made altogether unprofitable to do your 
majesty service, or honour. If your majesty continue 
me as I am, I hope I shall be a new man, and shall re- 
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form tilings out of feeling, more than another can do 
out of example. If I cast part of my burden, I shall be 
more strong and delivre to bear the rest. And, to tell 
your majesty what my thoughts run upon, I think of 
writing a story of England, and of recompiling of your 
laws into a better digest. 

But to conclude, I most humbly pray your majesty's 
directions and advice. For as your majesty hath used to 
give me the. attribute of care of your business, so I must 
now cast the care of myself upon God and you. 



Notes upon Michael de la Pole's Case l . 

! 10 Rich. 2. The offences were of three natures : 
1. . Deceits to the king. 

2. Misgovernance in point of estate, whereby the ordi- 
nances made by ten commissioners for reformation of the 
state were frustrated, and the city of Ghent, in foreign 
j>arts, lost. 

3. And his setting the seal to pardons for murders, 
and other enormous crimes. 

. The judgment was imprisonment, fine, and ransom, 
and restitution to the king, but no disablement, nor 
making him uncapable, no degrading in honour men- 
tioned in the judgment : but contrariwise, in the clause, 
that restitution should be made and levied out of his 
lands and goods, it is expressly said, that because his 
honour of earl was not taken from him, therefore his 
20/. per annum creation money should not be meddled 
with. 



Observations upon Thorpe'' s Case. 

24 Edw. 3. His offence was taking of money from 
five several persons, that were felons, for staying their 
process of exigent ; for that it made him a kind of ac- 
cessary of felony, and touched upon matter capital 

The judgment was the judgment of felony : but the 
proceeding had many things strong and new ; first, the 

1 This paper was probably drawn op on occasion of the proceedings and 
judgment passed upon the lord viscount St. Alban by the house of lords, 
May 3, 16*1. 
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proceeding was by commission of oyer and terminer, and 
by jury ; and not by parliament. 

The judgment is recited to be given in the king's high 
and sovereign power. 

It is recited likewise, that the king, when he made 
liim chief justice, and increased his wages, did ore tenia 
say to him, in the presence of his council, that now if 
he bribed he would hang him : unto which penance, for 
so the record called it, he submitted himself. So it was 
a judgment by a contract. 

His oath likewise, which was devised some few years 
before, which is very strict in words, that he shall take 
no reward, neither before nor after, is chiefly insisted 
upon. And that, which is more to be observed, there is 
a precise proviso, that the judgment and proceeding shall 
not be drawn into example against any, and specially not 
against any who have not taken the like oath : which the 
lord chancellor, lord treasurer, master of the wards, &c. 
take not, but only the judges of both benches, and baron 
of the exchequer. 

The king pardoned liim presently after, doubting, as 
it seems, that the judgment was erroneous, both in matter 
and form of proceeding ; brought it before the lords of 
parliament, who affirmed the judgment, and gave au- 
thority to the king in the like cases, for the time to come, 
to call to him what lords it pleased him, and to adjudge 
them, 



Notes upon Sir John Lee's Case, Steward of the Kmg'i 
Household. 

44 Edit'. 3. His offences were, great oppressions in 
usurpation of authority, in attacking and imprisoning 
in the Tower, and other prisons, numbers of the king'i 
subjects, for causes no ways appertaining to his juris- 
diction ; and for discharging an appellant of felony 
without warrant, aud for deceit of the king, and extor- 
tions. 

His judgment was only imprisonment in the Tower, 
until he had made a fine and ransom at the king's will i 
and no more. 
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Notes upon Lord Latimer 1 a Cose. 

SO'Edw. 3. His offences were very high and hainous, 
drawing upon high treason : as the extortious taking of 
"victuals in Bretagne, to a great value, without paying 
any thing ; and for ransoming divers parishes there to 
the sum of 83,000/. contrary to the articles of truce pro- 
claimed by the king ; for suffering his deputies and lieu- 
tenants in Bretagne to exact, upon the towns and coun- 
tries there, divers sums of money, to the sum of 150,000 
crowns ; for sharing with Richard Lyons in his deceit 
of the king; for enlarging, by his own authority, divers 
felons ; and divers other exorbitant offences. 

Notwithstanding all this, his judgment was only to 
be committed to the Marshalsea, and to make fine and 
hmsom at the king's will. 

But after, at the suit of the commons, in regard of 
those horrible and treasonable offences, he was displaced 
from his office, and disabled to be of the king's council ; 
but his honours not touched, and he was presently bail- 
ed by some of the lords, and suffered to go at large. 



John Lord Neville's Case. 



60 Edw. 3. His offences were, the not supplying the 
fall number of the soldiers in Bretagne, according to the 
allowance of the king's pay. And the second was for 
buying certain debts, due from the king, to his own 
lucre, and giving the parties small recompence, and 
specially in a case of the lady Ravensholme. 

And it was prayed by the commons, that he might 
be put out of office about the king : but there was no 
judgment given upon that prayer, but only of restitu- 
tion to the lady, and a general clause of being punished 
according to his demerits. 



TO THE COUNT GONDOMAR, AMBASSADOR FROM THE 

COURT OF SPAIN. 

ILLU8TRIS81ME DOMINE LEGATE, 

Amorem illustrissimae Dominations tuae erga me, 
ejusque et fervorem et candorem, tarn in prosperis rebus, 
VOL. vi. z 
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quam in adversis, aequabih tenore constantem perspexi. 
Quo nomine titri meritas et debitas gratias ago. Me vero 
jam vocat et aetas, et fortuna, atque etiam genius meus^ 
cui adhuc satis morose satisfeci, ut excedens e theatre* 
rerum civilium Uteris me dedam, et ipsos actores in-— 
struam, et posteritati serviam. Id mibi fort^sse honor^ 
erit, et degam tanquam in atriis vitae melioris. 

Deus illustrissimam Dominationem tuam incolumerr* 
servet et prosperam. 

Servos tuns, 
Jooii 6, 1621. FR. ST. ALBAN. 



TO COUNT GONOOMAR ' . 

1LLUSTSISSIME ET EXCEI.LENTISSIMB DOUIHE, 

Perspexi et agnosco providentiam divinam, quod in 
tanta solitudine nuhi tanquam ccelitus suscitaverit talon 
amicum, qui tantis implicates negotiis, et in tantis tem- 
po™ angustiis, curam mei habuerit, idque pro me effe- 
cerit, quod alii amici mei aut non ausi sint tentare, aut 
obtinere non potuerint. Atque illustrissimae Domina- 
tioni tuae reddent fructum proprium et perpetuum mores 
tui tarn generosi, et erga omnia officia humanitatis et 
honoris propensi ; neque erit fortasse inter opera tua hoc 
minimum, quod me, qui et aliquis fui apud vivos, neque 
omnino intermoriar apud posteros, ope et gratia tua 
erexeris, confirmaris. Ego quid possum ? Ero tandem 
tuus, si minus usufructu, at saltern affectu, voto. Sub 
cineribus fortunae vivi erunt semper ignes amoris. Te 
igitur humillime saluto, tibi valedico, omnia prospers 
exopto, gratitudinem testor, observantiam polliceor. 

Illustrissimo et ewceUentiasimo Do. Do. Didaco Sarmiento 
de Actmna, Comiti de Gondomar, Legato Regis His- 
paniartvm ewtraordinario in Anglia. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM \ 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I humbly thank your lordship for the grace and fa- 

1 Id the * Letters, Memoirs, &c. of the lord chancellor Bacon', published by 
Mr. Stephens, in 17S6, p. 517, is a Spanish letter to him from connt Gondonar, 
dated at London, June 14, 1621. 

* This tetter is reprinted here, because it differs, in some respedm, fnm 
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vour which you did both to the message and messenger, 
in bringing Mr. Meautys to kiss his majesty's hands, and 
to receive his pleasure. My riches in my adversity hath 
been, that I have had a good master, a good friend, 
and a good servant. 

Perceiving, by Mr. Meautys, his majesty's inclina- 
tion, it shall be, as it hath ever used to be to me, instead 
of a direction ; and therefore I purpose to go forthwith 
to Gorhambury, humbly thanking his majesty neverthe- 
less, that he was graciously pleased to have acquainted 
my lords with my desire, if it had stood me so much 
upon. But his majesty knoweth best the times and 
seasons; and to his grace I submit myself, desiring his 
majesty and your lordship to take my letters from the 
Tower, as written deprofundis, and those I continue to 
write to be ex aquis salsis. 

[Jane 32, 1621.] 

Indorsed, 

To Lord Buckingham, upon bringing Mr. Meautys to kiss 

the King's hands. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 



MY VERY GOOD LORD, 



I have written, as I thought it decent in me to do, to 
his majesty, the letter I send inclosed. I have great faith, 
that your lordship, now nobly and like yourself, will effect 
with his majesty. In this the king is of himself, and it 
hath no relation to parliament. I have written also, as 
your lordship advised me, only touching that point of 
means. I have lived hitherto upon the scraps of my 
former fortunes ; and I shall not be able to hold out longer. 
Therefore I hope your lordship will now, according to 
the loving promises and hopes given, settle my poor for- 
tunes, or rather my being. I am much fallen in love with 
a private life ; but yet I shall so spend my time, as shall 
niit decay my abilities for use. 

God preserve and prosper your lordship. 

[Sept. 5, 1621.] 

that published in ' Letters, Memoirs, Parliamentary Affair*, State Papers', 
See. by Robert Stephens, Esq. p. 151. Edit. London, ltS6, 4to. 

z 2 
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TO THE PRINCE. 

MAY IT r LEASE YOUR HIGHNESS, 



I cannot too oft acknowledge your highness's favour 
in my troubles ; but acknowledgment now is but begging 
of new favour. Yet even that is not inconvenient ; for- 
thanksgiving and petition go well together, even to GocL 
himself. My humble suit to your highness, that I may^ 
be thought on for means to subsist ; and to that purpose^ 
that your highness will join with my noble friend to the 
king. That done, I shall ever be ready, either at God's 
call, or his majesty's, and as happy, to my thinking, as a 
man can be, that must leave to serve such a king. 

God preserve and prosper your highness. 



On the back of the draughts of the three preceding letters wen 

written the following memoranda. 

Bishops Winchester ! , Durham 2 , London K 

Lord Duke 4 , Lord Hunsdon. 

Lord Chamberlain 5 , to thank him for his kind remem- 
brance by you ; and though in this private fortune I shall 
have use of few friends, yet I cannot but acknowledge 
the moderation and affection his lordship shewed in my 
business, and desire, that of those few his lordship will 
still be one for my comfort, in whatsoever may cross his 
way, for the furtherance of my private life and fortune. 

Mr. John Murray. If there be any thing that may 
concern me, that is fit for him to speak, and me to know, 
that I may receive it by you. 

Mr. Maxwell. That I am sorry, that so soon as I came 
to know him, and to be beholding to him, I wanted power 
to be of use to him. 

Lord of Kelly ; and to acquaint him with that part 
touching the confinement. 

1 Dr. Andrews. » Dr. Richard Neile. 

' Dr. George. Mountain. * Lenox. 

• William, carl of Pembroke. 
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TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOl'R MAJESTY, 

Now that your majesty hath passed the recreation of 
your progress, there is nevertheless one kind of recreation, 
which, I know, remaineth with your majesty all the year ; 
which is to do good, and to exercise your clemency and 
beneficence. I shall never measure my poor service by 
the merit, which perhaps is small, but by the acceptation, 
which hath been always favourably great. I have served 
your majesty now seventeen years ; and since my first 
service, which was in the commission of the union, I 
received from your majesty never chiding or rebuke, but 
always sweetness and thanks. Neither was I, in these 
seventeen years, ever chargeable to your majesty, but 
got my means in an honourable sweat of my labour, save 
that of late your majesty was graciously pleased to bestow 
upon me the pension of twelve hundred pounds for a few 
years. For in that other poor prop of my estate, which 
is the farming of the petty writs, I improved your ma- 
jesty's revenue by four hundred pounds the year. And ' 
likewise, when I received the seal, I left both the Attorney 's 
place, which was a gainful place, and the clerkship of the 
Star-Chamber, which was queen Elizabeth's favour, and 
was worth twelve hundred pounds by the year, which 
would have been a good commendam. The honours 
which your majesty hath done me, have put me above the 
means to get my living ; and the misery I am fallen into 
hath put me below the means to subsist as I am. I hope 
my courses shall be such, for this little end of my thread 
which remaineth, as your majesty, in doing me good, 
may do good to many, both that live now, and shall be 
born hereafter. I have been the keeper of your seal, and 
now am your beadsman. Let your own royal heart, and 
my noble friend, speak the rest. 

God preserve and prosper your majesty. 

Your Majesty's faithful poor Servant and Beadsman, * 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
September 5, 1691. 

Cardinal Wolsey said, that if he had pleased God as 
he pleased the king, he had not been ruined. My con- 
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science saith no such thing ; for I know not but in serving 
you I have served God in one. But it may be, if I had — 
pleased God, as I had pleased you, it would have beer 
better with me. 



TO THE KING. 



I do very humbly thank your majesty for your gra- 
cious remission of my fine. I can now, I thank God and 
you, die, and make a will. 

I desire to do, for the little time God shall send me 
life, like the merchants of London, which, when they give 
over trade, lay out their money upon land. So, being 
freed from civil business, I lay forth my poor talent upon 
those things which may be perpetual, still having relation 
to do you honour with those powers I have left. 

I have therefore chosen to write the reign of king 
Henry the VHth, who was in a sort your forerunner, and 
whose spirit, as well as his blood, is doubled upon your 
majesty. 

I durst not have presumed to intreat your majesty to 
look over the book, and correct it, or at least to signify 
what you would have amended. But since you are 
pleased to send for the book, I will hope for it. 

£God knoweth, whether ever I shall see you again ; 
but I will pray for you to the last gasp, resting '] 

The same, your tine Beiiilaman, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Octobers, 1611. 



Grant of pardon to the viscount St. Alban, under the 
privy seal 1 . 

A special pardon granted unto Francis, Viscount 
St. Alban, for all felonies done and committed against 
the common laws and statutes of this realm ; and for all 
offences of prEemunire ; and for all misprisions, riots, &c. 
with the restitution of all his lands and goods forfeited 
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yy reason of any of the premises ; except out of the same 
pardon all treasons, murders, rapes, incest ; and except 
ibo all fines, imprisonments, penalties, and forfeitures, 
idjudged against the said Viscount St. Alban, by a sen- 
«nce lately made in the parliament. Teste Rege apud 
Westm. 17 die Octob. anno Regni sui 19. 
Per lettre de private sigillo. 



DB. WILLIAMS, BISHOP OF LINCOLN ELECT, AND LORD 
KEEPER OF THE GREAT SEAL, TO THE VISCOUNT 
ST. ALBAN. 

My tery good i.ori>, 

Having perused a privy seal, containing a pardon for 
yoOT lofdship, and thought seriously thereupon, I find, 
lint the passing of the same, the assembly in parliament 
ftonear approaching 1 , cannot but be much prejudicial to 
the service of the king, to the honour of my lord of Buck* 
illgham, to that commiseration which otherwise would 
be had of your lordship's present estate, and especially to 
my judgment and fidelity. I have ever affectionately 
loved your lordship's many and most excellent good parts 
and endowments ; nor had ever cause to disaffect your 
lordship's person. So as no respect in the world, beside 
the former considerations, could have drawn me to add 
the least affliction, or discontentment, unto your lordship's 
present fortune. May it therefore please your lordship 
to suspend the passing of this pardon, until the next 
Ettsembly be over and dissolved ; and I will be then as 
tiady to seal it as your lordship to accept of it ; and, in 
Bie mean time, undertake, that the king and my lord 
admiral shall interpret this short delay as a service and 
respect issuing wholly from your lordship ; and rest, in 
BiR. other offices whatsoever, 

Your Lordship's faithful Servant, 

JO. LINCOLN, ELECT. CUSTOS SIGILLI. 

Westminster-College, October 18, 1621. 

To the right honourable his very good lord, the lord viscount 

St. Alban. 

1 It met November 24, 1621 ; and was dissolved February 8, 1621-2. 
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TO THE LORD KEEPER. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, . 

I know the reasons must appear to your lordship 
many and weighty, which should move you to stop the 
king's grace, or to dissuade it ; and somewhat the more - 
in respect of my person, being, I hope, no unfit subject 
for noble dealing. The message I received by Mr. Meautys 
did import inconvenience, in the form of the pardon % 
your lordship's last letter, in the time : for, as for the. 
matter, it lay so fair for his majesty's and my lord of 
Buckingham's own knowledge, as I conceive your lord- 
ship doth not aim at that. My affliction hath made me 
understand myself better, and not worse ; yet loving ad- 
vice, I know, helps well. Therefore I send Mr. Meautys 
to your lordship, that I might reap so much fruit of your 
lordship's professed good affection, as to know in some 
more particular fashion, what it is that your lordship 
doubteth, or disliketh \ that I may the better endeavour 
your satisfaction, or acquiescence, if there be cause. Sq 
I rest 

Your Lordship's to do you service, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

October 18, 1621. 

Petition of the lord viscount St. Alban, intended for the 

house of lords. 

MY RIGHT HONOURABLE VERY GOOD LORDS, 

In all humbleness, acknowledging your lordships jus- 
tice, I do now in like manner crave and implore your 
grace and compassion. I am old, weak, ruined, in want, 
a very subject of pity. My only suit to your lordships 
is, to shew me your noble favour towards the release of 
my confinement, so every confinement is, and to me, I 
protest, worse than the Tower \ There I could have had 

1 The lord keeper, in a. letter to the marquis of Buckingham, dated 
October 27, 1621, printed in the Cabala, p. 60. Edit. London, 1654, gives his 
reasons, why he hesitated to seal that pardon. 

* He had been committed to the Tower, in May, 1621, and discharged 
after two days' confinement there, according to Camden, Annates Regii 
Jacobi I. p. 71. There is a letter of his lordship to the marquis of Backing- 
ham, dated from the Tower, May 31, 1621, desiring his lordship to procure 
hi* discharge that day. 
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company, physicians, conference with my creditors and 
friends about my debts, and the necessities of my estate, 
helps for my studies and the writings I have in hand. 
Here I lire upon the sword-point of a sharp air, endan- 
gered if I go abroad, dulled if stay within, solitary and 
comfortless without company, banished from all oppor- 
tunities to treat with any to do myself good, and to help 
out any wrecks ; and that, which is one of my greatest 
griefe, my wife, that hath been no partaker of my offend- 
ing, must be partaker of this misery of my restraint. 

May it please your lordships, therefore, since there is 
a time for justice, and a time for mercy, to think with 
compassion upon that which I have already suffered, 
which is not little ; and to recommend this my humble, 
and, as I hope, modest suit to his most excellent majesty, 
the fountain of grace, of whose mercy, for so much as 
concerns himself merely, I have already tasted, and like- 
wise of his favour of this very kind, by some small tem- 
porary dispensations. 

Herein your lordships shall do a work of charity and 
nobility : you shall do me good ; you shall do my creditors 
good ; and, it may be, you shall do posterity good, if out 
of the carcase of dead and rotten greatness, as out of 
Samson's lion, there may be honey gathered for the use 
of future times. 

God bless your persons and counsels. 

Your Lordships' Supplicant and Servant) 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Indorsed, 

Copy of the petition intended for the house of parliament. 



TO JOHN LORD DIGB Y \ 



MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Receiving, by Mr. Johnson, your loving salutations, 
it made me call to mind many of your lordship's tokens, 
yea and pledges, of good and hearty affection in both my 
fortunes ; for which I shall be ever yours. I pray, my 
lord, if occasion serve, give me your good word to the 

1 Created so in November, 1618, and in Septeiifbcr, 1621?, earl of Bristol. 
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king, for the release of my confinement, which is to me 
a very strait kind of imprisonment. I am no Jesuit, nor 
no leper, but one that served his majesty these sixteen 
years, even from the commission of the union till this last 
parliament, and ever had many thanks of his majesty, 
and was never chidden. This his majesty, I know, will 
rememher, at one time or other ; for I am his man still. 
God keep your lordship. 

Yopr Lordship's Mart iiflVfliitiiate lo ilo yon service, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Gorbanibnr.v, this last of December, 1631. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN 1 . 

I have received your lordship's letter, and have been 
long thinking upon it, and the longer, the less able to 
make answer unto it. Therefore if your lordship will be 
pleased to send any understanding man unto me, to whom 
I may, in discourse, open myself, I will, by that means, 
so discover my heart with all freedom, which were too 
long to do by letter, especially in this time of parliament 
business, that your lordship shall receive satisfaction. 
In the mean time I rest 

Your Lords hip's faithful Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

The reason why I was so desirous to have had confer- 
ence with your lordship at London, was indeed to save 
you the trouble of writing ; I mean, the reason in thf 
second place; for the chief was to see your lordship. But 
since you are pleased to give me the liberty to send to 
your lordship one, to whom you will deliver your mind, 
I take that in so good part, as I think myself tied the 
more to use that liberty modestly. Wherefore, if your 
lordship will vouchsafe to send to me one of your own, 
except I might have leave to come to London, either 
•HwLMSS. Vol. -out*. 
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Mr. Packer, my ancient friend, or Mr. Aylesbury ' of 
whose good affection towards me I have heard report ; 
to me it shall be indifferent But if your lordship will 
have one of my nomination, if I might presume so far, I 
would name before all others, my lord of Falkland. But 
because perhaps it may cost him a journey, which I may 
not in good manners desire, I have thought of Sir Ed- 
ward Sackrille, Sir Robert Mansel, my brother, Mr. 
Solicitor-general a , who, though he be almost a stranger 
to me, yet, as my case now is, I had rather employ a 
man of good nature than a friend, and Sir Arthur In- 
gram, notwithstanding he be great with my lord trea- 
surer. Of these, if your lordship will be pleased to prick 
one, I hope well I shall intreat him to attend your lord- 
ship, and to be sorry never a whit of the employment. 
Your lordship may take your own time to signify your 
will, in regard of the present business of parliament. 
But my time was confined, by due respect to write a 
present answer to a letter, which I construed to be a 
land letter, and such as giveth me yet hope to shew my- 
self to your lordship 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithfnl Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Indorsed, 
To the Lord of Buckingham, in answer to his of the \fith of 

December. 



^A Memorial of Conference, when the Lord Viscount St. 
Alban expected the Marquis of Buckingham. 

MY LORD MARQUIS, 

Inducement.^ Afflictions are truly called trials; 
trials of a man's self, and trials of friends. For the first, 
I am not guilty to myself of any unworthiness, except 
perhaps, too much softness in the beginning of my 
troubles. But since, I praise God, I have not lived like 
a' drone, nor like a mal-content, nor like a man confused. 

1 Thomas Aylesbury, Esq. secretary to the marquis of Buckingham as 
lord high admiral. He was created a baronet in 1637, Lord Chancellor 
Clarendon married his daughter Frances. 

• Sir Robert Heath, made solicitor in January, 1620-1. 
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But though the world hath taken her talent from me, 
yet God's talent I put to use. 

For trial of friends, he cannot have many friends, that 
hath chosen to rely upon one. So that is in a small 
room, ending in yourself. My suit therefore to you is, 
that you would now, upon this vouchsafed conference, 
open yourself to me, whether I stand in your favour and 
affection, as I have done; and if there be an alteration, 
what is the cause ; and, if none, what effects I may ex- 
pect for the future of your friendship and favour, my 
state being not unknown to you. 

Reasons of doubting.'} The reasons, why I should 
doubt of your lordship's coolness towards me, or falling 
from me, are either out of judgment and discourse, or 
out of experience, and somewhat that I find. My judg- 
ment telleth, that when a man is out of sight and out off" 
use, it is a nobleness somewhat above this age to con — 
tinue a constant friend : that some, that are thought t» 
have your ear, or more, love me not, and may either dis- 
value me, or distaste your lordship with me. Besides 
your lordship hath now so many, either new-purchasec 
friends, or reconciled enemies, as there is scarce room fo] 
an old iriend specially set aside. And lastly, I may doubt 
that that, for which I was fittest, which was to cai 
things suavibus modis, and not to bristle, or undertaken j 
or give venturous counsels, is out of fasliion and request - 
As for that, I find your lordship knoweth, as well a-* 
I, what promises you made me, and iterated them bacS* 
by message, and from your mouth, consisting of thre^ 
things : the pardon of the whole sentence ; some helj^ 
for my debts; and an annual pension, which your lordt- 
ship did set at 2000/. as obtained, and 3000/. in hope- 
Of these being promises undesired, as well as favours 
undeserved, there is effected only the remission of the 
fine, and the pardon now stayed. From me I knov*' 
there hath proceeded nothing, that may cause the change- 
These I lay before you, desiring to know, what I may 
hope for ; for hopes are racks, and your lordship, that 
would not condemn me to the Tower, 1 know will not 
condemn mc to the rack. 

T/ie pardon stayed.'} I have, though it be a thing 
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trivial, and that at a coronation one might have it for 
five marks, and after a parliament for nothing, yet have 
great reason to desire it, specially being now stirred ; 
chiefly, first, because I have been so sifted ; and now it 
is time there were an end. Secondly, because I mean 
to live a retired life ; and so cannot be at hand to shake 
off any clamour. 

For any offence the parliament should take, it is rather 
honour, that in a thing, wherein the king is absolute, 
yet he will hot interpose in that, which the parliament 
hath handled; and the king hath already restored judi- 
cature, after a long intermission : but for matter of his 
grace, his majesty shall have reason to keep it entire. 

I- do not think any, except a Turk or Tartar, would 
wish to have another chop out of me. But the best is, 
it will be found there is a time for envy, and a time for 
pity ; and cold fragments will not serve, if the stomach 
be on edge. For me, if they judge by that, which is 
past, they judge of the weather of this year by an alma- 
nack of the old year; they rather repent of that they 
have done, and think they have but served the turns of 
a few. 



THOMAS MEAUTYS, ESQ. ' TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. 

ALBAN. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

As soon as I came to London, I repaired to Sir Ed- 
ward Sackville*, whom I find very zealous, as I told 
your lordship. I left him to do you service, in any par- 
ticular you shall coifamand him, to my lord marquis, 
though it were with some adventure ; and withal he hr> 

1 He had been secretary to the lord viscount St. Alban, while his lordship 
had the great seal, and was afterwards clerk of the council, and knighteck 
He succeeded his patron in the manor of Gorhambury, which, after the 
death of Sir Thomas, came to bis cousin and heir, Sir Thomas Meautys, 
who married Anne, daughter of Sir Nathaniel Bacon of Culford Hall, in 
Suffolk, knight ; which lady married a second husband, Sir Harbottle Grim- 
stone, baronet, and master of the rolls; who purchased the reyersion of 
Gorhambury, from Sir Hercules Meautys, nephew of the second Sir Thomas. 

9 Afterwards Earl of Dorset, well known for bis duel in 1613,. with the 
lord Kiuless, in which the latter was killed. 
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parted to me what advice lie had given to my lady this 
afternoon, upon his visiting; of her at York-house, when 
Mr. Packer also, as it fell out, was come, at the same 
time, to see my lady, and seemed to concur with Sir 
Edward Saekville in the same ways ; which were, for 
my lady to become a suitor to my lady Buckingham ', 
and my lady marchioness *, to work my lord marquis 
for obtaining of the king some bounty towards your lord- 
ship ; and in particular, that of the thousand pounds for 
the small writs. If I may speak my opinion to your 
lordship, it is not amiss to begin any way, or with any 
particular, though but small game at first, only to set a 
rusty dock a-going, and then haply it may go right for 
a time, enough to bring on the rest of your lordship's 
requests. Yet because your lordship directed me to wish 
my lady, from you, by no means, to act any thing, but 
only to open her mind, in discourse, unto friends, until 
she should receive your farther direction ; it became not 
me to be too forward in putting it on too fast with Sir 
Edward ; and my lady was pleased to tell me since, that 
she hath written to your lordship at large. 

I inquired, even now, of Benbow, whether the pro — 
clamation for dissolving the parliament were coming 
forth. He tells me he knows no more certainty of i 
than that Mr. Secretary commanded him yesterday ti 
be ready for dispatching of the writs, when he shook 
be called for ; but since then he hears it sticks, and en — 
dures some qualms; but they speak it still loud at court 
that the king is resolved of it. 

Benbow tells me likewise, that he hath attended, these 
two days, upon a committee of the lords, with the bookc 
of the commission of peace ; and that their work is tc* 
empty the commission in some counties by the score, and 
many of them parliament-men : which course sure helps 
to ring the passing-bell to the parliament. 

Mr. Borough 1 tells me, he is at this present fain to 

1 Mary, countess of Buckingham, mother of the marquis. 

• Catharine, marchioness of Buckingham, wife of the marquis, and only 
daughter and heir of Francis, earl of Rutland. 

■ John Borough- 1 educated in common law at Gray's-Inn, keeper of the 
records of Ihe tower of London, secretary to the earl marshal, i 
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attend some service for the king ; but about Saturday 
he hopes to be at liberty to wait upon your lordship. I 
humbly rest 

Your Lordship's for ever to honour and serve, 

T. MEAUTYS. 

January 3, 16)1. 

To the Right Honourable my most honoured Lord, the Lord 

Viscount St. AJban. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALB AN. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

This afternoon my lady found access to my lord mar- 
[uis, procured for her by my lord of Montgomery ! and 
Mr Edward Sackville, who seemed to contend, which of 
them should shew most patience in waiting, which they 
did a whole afternoon, the opportunity to bring my lord 
to his chamber, where my lady attended him. But when 
he was come, she found time enough to speak at large ; 
and though my lord spake so loud, as that what passed 
was no secret to me and some others, that were within 
hearing ; yet, because my lady told me she purposeth to 
write to your lordship the whole passage, it becomes not 
me to anticipate, by these, any part of her ladyship's re- 
lation, 

I send your lordship herewith the proclamation for dis- 
solving the parliament; wherein there is nothing for- 
gotten, that we 1 have done amiss: but for most of those 
things, that we have well done, we must be fain, I see, 
to commend ourselves. 

I delivered your lordship's to my lord of Montgomery, 
and Mr. Matthew, who was even then come to York- 
house to visit my lady, when I received the letter ; and, 
as soon as he had read it, he said, that he had rather 
your lordship had sent him a challenge ; and that it had 
been easier to answer, than so noble and kind a letter. 

Norroy ; in July the year following knighted, and on the $3d of December, 
the same year, made garter king at arms in the place of Sir WfHiam Segar. 
He died October 31, 1643. 

1 Philip, afterwards earl of Pembroke. 

• Mr. Meantys was member, in this parliament, for the town of Cam- 
bridge. 
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He intends to see your lordship some time this week ; 
and so doth Sir Edward Sackville, who is forward to 
make my lady a way by the prince, if your lordship ad- 
vise it. 

There are packets newly come out of Spain : and the 
king, they say, seems well pleased with the contents : 
wherein there is an absolute promise, and undertaking, 
for restitution of the Palatinate ; the dispensation return- 
ed already from the pope, and the match hastened on 
their parts. My lord Digby goes shortly ; and Mr. 
Matthew tells me, he means, before his going, to write 
by him to your lordship. 

The king goes not till Wednesday, and the prince 
certainly goes with him. My lord marquis, in person, 
christens my lord of Falkland's child to-morrow, at his 
house by Watford. 

Mr. Murray 1 tells me, the king hath given your 
book 1 to my lord Brooke', and injoined him to read it, 
recommending it much to him : and then my lord Brooke 
is to return it to your lordship ; and so it may go to the 
press, when your lordship pleases, with such amend- 
ments, as the king hath made, which I have seen, and 
are very few, and those rather words, as epidemic, one 
mild instead of debonnaire, Sfc. Only that of person^ 
attainted, enabled to serve in parliament by a bare re- 
versal of their attainder, the king by all means will hav 
left out. I met with my lord Brooke, and told him,. 
that Mr. Murray had directed me to wait upon him for 
the book, when he had done with it. He desired to b>^ 
spared this week, as being to him a week of much busi- 
ness, and the next week I should have it : and he ende<? 
in a compliment, that care should be taken, by all means, 
for good ink and paper to print it in ; for that the boofc 
deserveth it. 



' Either John Murray of the king's beil -ell umber, mentioned above in Otr 
letter of 21 January, 1G14, or Thomas Murray, tutor and secretary to lb* 
prince, made provost of Eton-College, in the room of Sir Henry Savillf, 
who died February 19, Ifi81-K. Mr. Murray died likewise, April 1, 16» 

■ ' The History of the Reign of King Henry the Seveuth.* 

■ Folk G revile. 
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- I beg leave to kiss your lordship's hands. 

Your Lordship's in all humbleness to honour and serve, 

T. MEATJTYS. 

January 7, 1621-2. 

This proclamation is not yet sealed ; and therefore your 
lordship may please, as yet, to keep it in your own hands. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY MOST HONOURED LORD, 

I met, even now, with a piece of news so unexpect- 
ed, and yet so certainly true, as that, howsoever I had 
much ado, at first, to desire the relater to speak pro- 
bably ; yet now I dare send it your lordship upon my 
credit. It is my lord of Somerset's and his lady's coming 
out of the Tower, on Saturday last ! , fetched forth by 
my lord of Falkland, and without the usual degrees of 
confinement, at first to some one place *, but absolute 
and free to go where they please. I know not how per- 
adventure this might occasion you to cast your thoughts, l 
touching yourself, into some new mould, though not in 
the main, yet in something on the bye. 

I beg leave to kiss your lordship's hands. 

Your Lordship's in all humbleness for ever to hononr and serve you, 

T. MEAUTYS. 



LODOWIC STEWART, DUKE OF LENOX, TO THE LORD 

VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY LORD, 

It is not unknown to your lordship, that in respect I 
am now a married man, I have more reason than before 
to think of providing me some house in London, whereof 
I am yet destitute ; and for that purpose, I have resolved 
to intreat your lordship, that I may deal with you for 
York-house ; wherein I will not offer any conditions to 
your loss. And, in respect I have understood, that the 

1 January 6, 1621-3. Camdeni Annales Regis Jacob! I. p. 77. 
9 Camden ubi supra, says, " that the earl was ordered to confine himself 
to the lord viscount Wallingford's house or neighbourhood." , 

VOL. VI. A A 
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consideration of your lady's wanting a house hath bred 
some difficulty in your lordship to part with it, I will for 
that make offer unto your lordship and your lady, to use 
the house in Cannon-row, late the Earl of Hertford's, 
being a very commodious and capable house, wherein I 
and my wife have absolute power; and whereof your 
lordship shall have as long time as you can challenge or 
desire of York-house. In this I do freelier deal with your 
lordship, in respect I know you are well assured of my 
well-wishes to you in general ; and that in this particular, 
though I have not been without thoughts of this house 
before your lordship had it ; yet I was willing to give 
way to your lordship's more pressing use thereof then. 
And as I do not doubt of your lordship's endeavour to 
gratify me in this ; so I shall esteem it as an extraordinary 
courtesy, which I will study to requite by all means. 
So, with my best wishes to your lordship, I rest 

Your Lordship's most loving Friend, 

LENOX. 

In respect my lord of Buckingham was once desirous 
to have had this house, I would not deal for it till now, 
that he is otherwise provided. 

Whitehall, the 29th of January, 16*1. 

To the right honourable my very good lord, my lord viscount 

St. Alban. 



ANSWER OP THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I am sorry to deny your grace any thing ; but in this 
you will pardon me. York-house is the house, wherein 
my father died, and wherein I first breathed ; and there 
will I yield my last breath, if so please God, and the king 
will give me leave ; though I be now by fortune, as the 
old proverb is, like a bear in a monk's hood. At least 
no money, no value, shall make me part with it. Besides, 
as I never denied it to my lord marquis, so yet the 
difficulty I made was so like a denial, as I owe unto my 
great love and respect to his lordship a denial to all my 
other friends ; among whom, in a very near place next 
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hk lordship, I ever account of your grace. So, not 
doubting, that you will continue me in your former love 
and good affection, I rest 

Your Grace's, to do yon humble service affectionate, &c. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

As my hopes, since my misfortunes, have proceeded 
of your lordship's mere motion, without any petition of 
mine; so I leave the times and the ways to the same 
good mind of yours. True it is, a small matter for my 
debts would do me more good now, than double a twelve- 
month hence. I have lost six thousand pounds by year, 
besides caps and courtesies. But now a very moderate 
proportion would suffice ; for still I bear a little of the 
mind of a commissioner of the treasury, not to be over- 
chargeable to his majesty ; and two things I may assure 
your lordship of; the one, that I shall lead such a course 
of life, as whatsoever the king doth for me, shall rather 
sort to his majesty's and your lordship's honour, than to 
envy : the other, that whatsoever men talk, I can play 
the good husband, and the king's bounty shall not be 
lost If your lordship think good, the prince should come 
in to help ; 1 know his highness wisheth me well ; if you 
will let me know when, and how, he may be used. But 
the king is the fountain, who, I know, is good. 
God prosper you. 

Your Lordship's most bounden and faithful 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Gorfaambury, January 30, 1621. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MT YfiRY GOOD LORD, 

Your lordship dealeth honourably with me in giving 
me notice, that your lordship is provided of an house > 
whereby you discontinue the treaty your lordship had 

1 Mr. Chamberlain, in a MS. letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, dated at 
London, January 19, 16? 1-2, mentions, that the marquis of Buckingham had 
contracted with the lord and lady Wallingford, for their house near Whitehall, 
Ur Mflpe money. 

A A 2 
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with me for York-house, although I shall mate no use 
of this notice, as to deal with any other. For I was ever 
resolved your lordship should have had it, or no man. 
But your lordship doth yet more nobly, in assuring me, 
you never meant it with any the least inconvenience to 
myself. May it please your lordship likewise to be assured 
from me, that I ever desired you should have it, and do 
still continue of the same mind. 

I humbly pray your lordship, to move his majesty to 
take some commiseration of my long imprisonment. When 
I was in the Tower, I was nearer help of physic ; I could 
parly with my creditors ; I could deal with friends about 
my business ; I could have helps at hand for my writings 
and studies, wherein I spend my time ; all which here 
fail me. Good my lord, deliver me out of this ; me, who 
am his majesty's devout beadsman, and 

Your Lnrdsliip's most iililiiinl Fiii-ntl ntirl faithful Servant, 

FR. 3T. ALBAN. 
(ii)ihamhury, this 3d of Feb. 1091. 



JOHN SELDEN, ESQ. TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 



. 



At your last going to Gorhambury, you were pleast 
to have speech with me about some passages of parlia — 
ment ; touching which, I conceived, by your lordship 
that I should have had farther direction by a gentleman 
to whom you committed some care and consideration o 
your lordship's intentions therein. I can only give this-"- 
account of it, that never was any man more willing 01 
ready to do your lordship service, than myself ; and ir 
that you then spake of, I had been most forward to havt 
done whatsoever I had been, by farther direction, used 
in. But I understood, that your lordship's pleasure that 
way was changed. Since, my lord, I was advised with, 
touching the judgments given in the late parliament. For 
them, if it please your lordship to hear my weak judgment 
expressed freely to you, I conceive thus. First, that 
admitting it were no session, but only a concoition, as 
the proclamation calls it ; yet the judgments given in 
the upper house, if no other reason be against them, are 
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good ; for they are given by the lords, or the upper house, 
by virtue of that ordinary authority, which they have as 
the supreme court of judicature ; which is easily to be 
conceived, without any relation to the matter of session, 
which consists only in the passing of acts, or not passing 
them, with the royal assent. And though no session of 
the three states together be without such acts so passed ; 
yet every part of the parliament severally did its own 
acts legally enough to continue, as the acts of other courts 
of justice are done. And why should any doubts be, but 
that a judgment out of the King's Bench, or Exchequer- 
Chamber, reversed there, had been good, although no 
session ? For there was truly a parliament, truly an upper 
house, which exercised by itself this power of judicature, 
although no session. Yet withal, my lord, I doubt, it 
will fall out, upon fuller coasideration, to be thought a 
session also. Were it not for the proclamation, I should 
be clearly of that mind ; neither doth the clause, in the 
act of subsidy, hinder it. For that only prevented the 
determination of the session at that instant ; but did not 
prevent the being of a session, whensoever the parliament 
should be dissolved. But because that point was resolved 
in the proclamation, and also in the commission of disso- 
lution on the 8th of Februarv, I will rest satisfied. 

But there are also examples of former times, that may 
direct us in that point of the judgment, in regard there 
la store of judgments of parliament, especially under 
Edward I. and Edward II. in such conventions, a* never 
had, for aught appears, any act passed in them. 

Next, my lord, I conceive thu* ; that by reason there 
is no record of those judgments, it may be justly thought, 
that they are of no force. For thu* it stand*. The lowr-r 
house exhibited the declarations in paper ; and the lords, 
receiving them, proceeded to judgment verbally; and 
the notes of their judgment; are taken by the clerk, in 
the journal only ; which, as I think, is no record of itself; 
neither was it ever used a» one. Now the record, that 
in former times was of the judgments and proceedings 
there, was in this form. The accusation was exhibited 
in parchment ; and being *o received, and indorsed, was 
the fint record : and that remained filed anxgig the bOh 
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of parliament, it being of itself as the bills in the King's 
Bench, Then out of this there was a formal judgment, 
with the accusation entered into that roll, or second re- 
cord, which the clerk transcribes by ancient use, and 
sends into the chancery. 

But in this case there are none of these : neither doth 
any thing seem to help to make a record of it, than only 
this, that the clerk may enter it, now after the parlia- 
ment ; which, I doubt, he cannot. Because, although in 
other courts the clerks enter all, and make their records 
after the term ; yet in this parliamentary proceeding it 
falls out, that the court being dissolved, the clerk cannot 
be said to have such a relation to the parliament, which 
is not then at all in being, as the prothonotaries of th£ 
courts of Westminster have to their courts, which stand 
only adjourned. Besides, there cannot be an example 
found, by which it may appear, that ever any record of 
the first kind, where the transcript is into the chancery, 
was made in parliament ; but only sitting the house, and 
in their view. But this I offer to your lordship's farther 
consideration, desiring your favourable censure of my 
fancy herein ; which, with whatsoever ability I may pre- 
tend to, shall ever be desirous to serve you, to whom I 
shall perpetually own myself 

Your Lordship's most humble Servant, 

J. SELDEK. 

From the Temple, February, xiv, ciodcxxi. 



MY LORD, 

If your lordship have done with that Mascardus de 
Interpretatione Statutorum 1 , I shall be glad, that you 
would give order that I might use it. And for that of 
12 Hen. 7. touching the grand council in the manuscript, 
I have since seen a privy seal of the time of Henry 7. 
(without a year) directed to borrow for the king ; and 
in it there is a recital of a grand council, which thought, 
that such a sum was fit to be levied ; whereof the Lords 
gave 40,000/. and the rest was to be gotten by privy seal 

1 Alderfini Ma6c&r di coramnnes tonclnsioties titriusque jtttfs ad gefteralefft 
ptatatQTClm interpretationem accoamodatat. Printed at Ferrari, itiefr. 
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upon loan. Doubtless, my lord, this interprets that of 
the manuscript story. 

On the back of this letter are tfie following notes by the ford 

viscount St. Alban. 

44 The case of the-judgment in parliament, upon a writ 
of error put by Just. Hu. 1 

u The case of no judgment entered into the court of 
augmentations, or survey of first fruits ; which are dis- 
ftolved, where there may be an entry after, out of a 
jpaper-book. 

" Menu All the acts of my proceeding were after the 
royal assent to the subsidy." 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW \ 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW, 

In this solitude of friends, which is the base court 1 of 
adversity, where almost no body will be seen stirring, I 
have often remembered a saying of my lord ambassador 
of Spain 4 , ( Amor sin fin no tiene fin' 5 . This moveth me 
to make choice of his excellent lordship for his noble 
succours towards not the aspiring but the respiring of 
my fortunes. 

I, that am a man of books, have observed his lordship 
to have the magnanimity of his own nation, and the 
cordiality of ours ; and, by this time, I think he hath the 
wit of both. Sure I am, that for myself I have found 
him, in both my fortunes, to esteem me so much above 
value, and to love me so much above possibility of de- 
serving, or obliging on my part, as if he were a friend 
reserved for such a time as this. I have known his lord- 
ship likewise, while I stood in a stand where I might 
look about, a most faithful and respective friend to my 
lord marquis ; who, next the king and the prince, was my 

1 Hntton. 

* This, and the following letter of March 5, mi-V, to the marquis of 
Buckingham, are inserted from the originals, much more complete and 
exact, than the copies of them printed in his works. 

* Basse cow. 

% Count Gondomar, who returned to Spain about March 1621-2. 
64 Jtove without ends hath no end.' 
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raiser, and must be, he or none, I do not say my restorer, 
but my reliever. 

I have, as I made you acquainted at your being with 
me, a purpose to present my lord marquis with an offer 
of my house and lands here at Gorhambury ; a thing, 
which, as it is the best means I have now left to demon- 
strate my affection to his lordship, so I hope it will be 
acceptable to him. This proposition I desire to put into 
no other hand but my lord ambassador's, as judging his 
hand to he the safest, the most honourable, and the most 
effectual for my good, if my lord will be pleased to deal 
in it. And when I had thus resolved, I never sought, 
nor thought of any mean but yourself, being so private, 
faithful, and discreet a friend to us both. I desire you 
therefore, good Mr. Matthew, to acquaint my lord am- 
bassador with this overture ; and both to use yourself, 
and desire at his lordship's hands secrecy therein ; and 
withal to let his lordship know, that in this business, 
whatsoever in particular you shall treat with him, I shall 
not fail, in all points, to make good and perform. 

Commend my humble service to his lordship. 1 ever 
rest 

Your most alii'i.iiiiii;d< ami iif-urnl FiienJ, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

Though I have returned answer to your lordship's 
last letter by the same way, by which I received it ; yet 
I humbly pray your lordship to give me leave to add 
these few lines. 

My lord, as God above is witness, thSt I ever have 
loved and honoured your lordship, as much, I think, as 
any son of Adam can love or honour any subject, and 
continue in as hearty and strong wishes of felicity to be 
heaped and fixed upon you, as ever ; so, as low as I am, 
I had rather sojourn in a college in Cambridge, than re- 
cover a good fortune by any other but yourself. Marry, 
to recover yourself to me, if I have you not, or to ease 
your lordship in any thing, wherein your lordship would 
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not so fully appear, or to be made participant of your 
favours in your own way, I would use any man, that were 
your lordship's friend ; and therefore, good my lord, in 
that let me not be mistaken. Secondly, if in any of my 
former letters I have given your lordship any distaste by 
the stile of them, or any particular passages, I humbly 
pray your lordship's benign construction and pardon. 
For, I confess, it is my fault, though it be some happiness 
to me withal, that I do most times forget my adversity. 
But I shall never forget to be 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend and faithful Servant, 

PR. ST. ALBAN. 
March 5, 1621. 



Fragments of several kinds. 

My meaning was, if my lord should obtain for me, 
by his noble mediation, in consideration of my services 
past, and other respects to do that, for my relief, which 
I was suitor for by my lord's noble mediation, and where- 
of I was in good hope, to have presented my lord with 
Gorhambury in possession, out of gratitude and love, 
for nothing. 

My meaning was, if my lord should prevail for me in 
my suit to the king for reward of services, and relief of 
my poor estate, to have presented him with Gorhambury, 
out of gratitude and love, for nothing, except some satis- 
faction to my wife, for her interest. 

If my lord like better to proceed by way of bargain, 
so I find that I may but subsist, I will deserve of his 
honour, and express my love in a friendly pennyworth. 

The third point to be added: 

This as his workJ2 The more for kissing the king's 
hands presently. 
. The reasons, stalling my debts. 

Willingness in my friends to help me. 
- None will be so bold as to oppress me. 

The pretence, that the king would give me direction,, 
in what nature of writings to expend my time. 

The letter to expect yet, and the manner of the de- 
livery. 
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That my lord do not impute it, if he hear I deal with 
others ; for he shall better perceive the value, and I shall 
make it good to his lordship, being my state requireth 
speed. 

TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MAY IT PLEASE TOUR LORDSHIP, 

Remembering, that the letter your lordship put yester- 
day into my hand was locked up under two or three 
seals, it rah in my head, that it might be business of 
importance, and require haste ; and not finding Mr. 
Matthew in town, nor any certainty of his return till 
Monday or Tuesday, I thought it became me to let 
your lordship know it, that so I might receive your lord- 
ship's pleasure, if need were, to send it by as safe a hand 
as if it had three seals more. 

My lord, I saw Sir Arthur Ingram, who let fall some- 
what, as if he could have been contented to have re- 
ceived a letter by me from your lordship, with something 
in it like an acknowledgment to my lord treasurer *, that 
by his means you had received a kind letter from my 
lord marquis. But, in the close, he came about, and 
fell rather to excuse what was left out of the letter, than 
to please himself much with what was in it. Only indeed 
he looked upon me, as if he did a little distrust my good 
meaning in it. But that is all one to me; for I have 
been used to it, of late, from others, as well as from 
him. But persons apt to be suspicious may Well be 
borne with ; for certainly they trouble themselves most, 
and lose most by it. For of such it is a hatd question, 
whether those be fewest whom they trust, or those who 
iirust them. But for Mm, and some others, I will end 
in a wish, that, as to your lordship's service, they might 
prove but half so much honester, as they think them- 
selves wiser, than other men. 

It is doubtful, whether the king will come to-ni&rrow 
<jt not ; for they say he is full of pain in his feet 

My lord marquis came late to town last night, and 

1 Lionel, lord Cranfield, made lord treasurer in October, 1621. m 
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gdeth back this evening: and Sir Edward Sackville 
tr atcheth an opportunity to speak with him before he go. 
However, he wisheth that your lordship would lose 
no time in returning an answer, made all of sweetmeats, 
to my lord marquis's letter, which, he is confident, will 
be both tasted and digested by him. And Sir Edward 
wisheth, that the other letter to my lord marquis, for 
presenting your discourse of laws to his majesty, might 
follow the first. I humbly rest 

Your Lordship's for ever truly to honour and serve you, 

THO. MEAUTYS. 

Martii 3, 1631. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

I had not failed to appear this night upon your lord- 
ship's summons, but that my stay till to-morrow, I knew 
would mend my welcome, by bringing Mr. Matthew, 
who means to dine with your lordship only, and so to 
tebound back to London, by reason my lord Digby's 
journey calls for him on the sudden. Neither yet was 
this all that stayed me ; for I hear somewhat, that I like 
reasonably well; and yet I hope it will mend too ; which 
is, that my lord marquis hath sent you a message by my 
lord of Falkland, which is a far better hand than my lord 
treasurer's, that gives you leave to come presently to 
Highgate : and Sir Edward Sackville, speaking for the 
other five miles, my lord commended his care and zeal 
for your lordship, but silenced him thus : " Let my lord 
be ruled by me : it will be never the worse for him.* 
But my lord marquis saying farther to him, " Sir Ed- 
ward, however you play a good friend's part for my lord 
St. Alban; yet I must tell you, I have not been well 
used by him." And Sir Edward desiring of him to open 
himself in whatsoever he might take offence at; and 
withal, taking upon him to have known so much from 
time to time, of your lordship's heart, and endeavours 
towards his lordship, as that he doubted not but he was 
able to clear any mist, that had been cast before his lord- 
ship's eyes by your enemies ; my lord marquis, by this 
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time being ready to go to the Spanish ambassador's to 
dinner, broke off with Sir Edward, and told Mm, that 
after dinner he would be back at Wallingford-house, and 
then he would tell Sir Edward more of his mind ; with 
whom I have had newly conference at large, and traced 
out to him, as he desired me, some particulars of that, 
which they call a treaty with my lord treasurer about. 
York-house, which Sir Edward Sackville knows how— 
to put together, and make a smooth tale of it for your- 
lordship ; and this night I shall know all from him, and 
to-morrow, by dinner, I shall not fail to attend your 
lordship: till when, and ever, 1 rest 

Your Lordjhip's in all truth to honour uud serve you, 

T. MEAUTYS. 

Indorsed, 

Received March 11. 



TO HENRY CARY, LORD VISCOUNT FALKLAND 1 . 

Your lordship's letter was the best letter I received 
this good while, except the last kind letter from my lord 
of Buckingham, which this confirmeth. It is the best 
accident, one of them, amongst men, when they hap to 
be obliged to those, whom naturally and personally they 
love, as I ever did your lordship ; in troth not many 
between my lord marquis and yourself; so that the 
sparks of my affection shall ever rest quick, under the 
ashes of my fortune, to do you service ; and wishing to 
your fortune and family all good. 

Your Lordship's must aftWtionatt, and much obliged. Arc 

I pray your Lordship to present my humble service 
and thanks to my lord marquis, to whom, when I have 
a little paused, I purpose to write ; as likewise to liis 
majesty, for whose health and happiness, as his true beads- 
man, I most frequently pray. 

Indorsed, 
March 11, Copy of my Answer to Lord Falklmtd. 

1 Appointed lord deputy of Ireland, September 8, iGSs;. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER \ 



KY TKRY GOOD LORD, 

I have received, by my noble friend, my lord Vis- 
count Falkland, advertisement, as from my lord mar- 
quis, of three things ; the one, that, upon his lordship's 
motion to his majesty, he is graciously pleased to grant 
some degree of release of my confinement. The second, 
that if I shall gratify your lordship, who, my lord under- 
standeth, are desirous to treat with me about my house 
at London, with the same, his lordship will take it as 
well, as if it was done to himself. The third, that his 
majesty hath referred unto your lordship the considera- 
tion of the relief of my poor estate. I have it also from 
other part, yet by such, as have taken it immediately 
from my lord marquis, that your lordship hath done me 
to the king very good offices. My lord, I am much 
bounden to you : wherefore if you shall be pleased to 
send Sir Arthur Ingram, who formerly moved me in it 
for your lordship, to treat farther with me, I shall let 
your lordship see how affectionately I am desirous to 
pleasure your lordship after my lord of Buckingham. 

So wishing your lordship's weighty affairs, for his ma- 
jesty's service, a happy return to his majesty's content- 
ment, and your honour, I rest 

Your Lordship's very affectionate to do yon service, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Indorsed, 

March 12. To the Lord Treasurer. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 



MY YERTt GOOD LORD, 

The honourable correspondence, which your lordship 
hath been pleased to hold with my noble and constant 
friend, my lord marquis, in furthering his majesty's 
grace towards me, as well concerning my liberty, as the 
consideration of my poor estate, hath very much obliged 



Lionel, Lord Cranfield. 
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me to your lordship, the more by how much the less 
likelihood there is, that I shall be able to merit it at 
your lordship's hands. Yet thus much I am glad of, 
that this course, your lordship holds with me, doth carry 
this much upon itself, that the world shall see in this, 
amongst other things, that you have a great and noble 
heart. 

For the particular business of York-house, Sir Arthur 
Ingram can bear me witness, that I was ready to leave 
the conditions to your lordship's own making : but since 
he tells me plainly, that your lordship will by no means 
have to be so, you will give me leave to refer it to Sir 
Arthur Ingram, who is so much your lordship's servant, 
and no less faithftil friend to me, and understands values 
well, to set a price between us. 

For the reference his majesty hath been graciously 
pleased, at my lord marquis's suit, to make unto your 
lordship, touching the relief of my poor estate \ which 
my lord of Falkland's letter hath signified, warranting 
me likewise to address myself to your lordship touching 
the same ; I humbly pray your lordship to give it dis- 
patch, my age, health, and fortunes, making time to me 
therein precious. Wherefore, if your lordship, who 
knoweth best what the king may best do, have thought 
of any particular, I would desire to know from your 
good lordship: otherwise I have fallen myself upon a 
particular, which I have related to Sir Arthur, and, I 
hope, will seem modest, for my help to live and subsist. 
As for somewhat towards the paying off my debts, which 
are now my chief care, and without charge of the kings 
coffers, I will not now trouble your lordship ; but pur- 
posing to be at Chiswick, where I have taken a house, 
within this sevennight, I hope to wait upon your lord- 
ship, and to gather some violets in your garden, and 
will then impart unto you, if I have thought of any thing 
of that nature for my good. 

So I ever rest, &c. 

1 The Lord Visconnt St. Albau, in a letter to the king, from Gorhambun, 
20th of March, 1621-2, thanks his majesty for referring the consideration or' 
his broken estate to his good lord the lord tt eusurcr. 
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THOMAS MEAUTYS, ESQ. TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. 

ALBAN. 

MAT IT PMSASB TOUR LORDSHIP, 

I have been attending upon my lord marquis's mi- 
nutes for the signing of the warrant. This day he pur- 
posed in earnest to have done it : but it falls out unto- 
wardly, for the warrant was drawn, as your lordship re- 
members, in haste, at Gorhambury, and in as much 
haste delivered to Sir Edward Sackville, as soon as I 
alighted from my horse, who instantly put it into my 
lord marquis's hands, so that no copy could possibly be 
taken of it by me. Now his lordship hath searched 
much for it, and is yet at a loss, which I knew not till 
six this evening : and because your lordship drew it with 
caution, I dare not venture it upon my memory to carry 
level what your lordship wrote, and therefore dispatched 
away this messenger, that so your lordship, by a fresh 
post, for this will hardly do it, may send a warrant to 
your mind, ready drawn, to be here to-morrow by seven 
o'clock, as Sir Arthur * tells me my lord marquis hath 
directed : for the king goes early to Hampton-Court, 
and will be here on Saturday. 

Your books * are ready, and passing well bound up. 
If your lordship's letters to the king, prince, and my 
lord marquis were ready, I think it were good to lose no 
time in their delivery ; for the printer's fingers itch to be 
selling. 

My lady hath seen the house at Chiswick, and may 
make a shift to like it: only she means to come to 
your lordship thither, and not go first : and therefore 
your lordship may please to make the more haste, for 
the great lords long to be in York-house. 

Mr. Johnson will be with your lordship to-morrow ; 
and then I shall write the rest. 

Your Lordship's in all humbleness and honour to serve yon. 



TO THOMAS MEAUTYS, ESQ. 

0OO9 SIR. MEAUTYS, 

9R the difference of the warrant, it is not material 

1 hmm. * ' History of the Reifo of Ku* Heary VII.' 
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at the first. But I may not stir till I have it ; and there- 
fore I expect it to-morrow. 

For my lord of London's ' stay, there may be an 
error in my book * ; but I am sure there is none in me, 
since the king had it three months by him, and allowed 
it : if there be any thing to be mended, it is better to be 
espied now than hereafter. 

I send you the copies of the three letters, which you 
have; and, in mine own opinion, this demur, as you 
term it, in my lord of London, maketh it more necessary 
than before, that they were delivered, specially in re- 
gard they contain withal my thanks. It may be signified 
they were sent before I knew of any stay; and being 
but in those three hands, they are private enough. But 
this 1 leave merely at your discretion, resting 

Your most affectionate and assured Friend, 
March Si, 1o"2t. FR. ST. ALBAN. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 



I do make account, God willing, to be at Chiswick 
on Saturday ; or, because this weather is terrible to one, 
that hath kept much in, Monday. 

In my letter of thanks to my lord marquis, which is 
not yet delivered, but to be forthwith delivered, I have 
not forgotten to mention, that I have received significa- 
tion of his noble favour and affection, amongst other 
ways, from yourself by name. If, upon your repair to 
the court, whereof I am right glad, you have any speech 
with the marquis of me, 1 pray place the alphabet, as 
you can do it right well, in a frame, to express my love 
faithful and ardent towards him. And for York-house, 
that whether in a straight line, or a compass line, I meant 
it his lordship in the way, which I thought might please 
him best. I ever rest 

Your most affectionate and assured Friend, 
March SI, 16S1. FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Though your journey to court be before your receipt 
of this letter, yet it may serve for another time. 

1 Dr. George Mountain. * His ' History of the Reign of King; Henry VII.' 
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TO THE QUEEN OF BOHEMIA. 

IT MAT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

I find in books, and books I dare alledge to your 
majesty, in regard of your singular ability to read and 
judge of them even above your sex, that it is accounted 
a great bliss for a man to have leisure with honour. That 
was never my fortune, nor is. For time was, I had 
honour without leisure ; and now I have leisure without 
honour. And I cannot say so neither altogether, con- 
sidering there remain with me the marks and stamp of 
the king's your father's grace, though I go not for so 
much in value as I have done. But my desire is now to 
have leisure without loitering, and not to become an 
abbey-lubber, as the old proverb was, but to yield some 
fruit of my private life. Having therefore written the 
reign of your majesty's famous ancestor, king Henry 
the Seventh ; and it having passed the file of his majesty's 
judgment, and been graciously also accepted of the 
prince, your brother, to whom it is dedicated, I could 
not forget my duty so far to your excellent majesty, to 
whom, for that I know and have heard, I have been at 
all times so much bound, as you are ever present with 
me* both in affection and admiration, as not to make 
unto you, in all humbleness, a present thereof, as now 
being not able to give you tribute of any service. If 
king Henry the Seventh were alive again, I hope verily 
he could not be so angry with me for not flattering him, 
as well pleased in seeing himself so truely described in 
colours that will last and be believed. I most humbly 
pray your majesty graciously to accept of my good will ; 
and so, with all reverence, kiss your hands, praying to 
God above, by his divine and most benign providence, to 
conduct your affairs to happy issue ; and resting 

Your Majesty's most hnmble and devoted Servant, 
April 20, 1622. FR. ST. ALBAN. 



SIR EDWARD SACKVILLE TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. 

ALBAN. 

MY VERY HONOURED LORD, 

Longing to yield an account of my stewardship, and 

VOL. VI. B B 
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that I had not buried your talent in the ground, I waited 
yesterday the marquis's pleasure, until I found a fit op- 
portunity to importune some return of his lordship's re- 
solution. The morning could not afford it; for time 
only allowed leave to tell him, I would say something. 
In the afternoon I had amends for all. In the forenoon 
he laid the law, but in the afternoon he preached the 
gospel ; when, after some revivations of the old distaste 
concerning York-house, he most nobly opened his heart 
unto me, wherein I read that which argued much good 
towards you. After which revelation, the book was again 
sealed up, and must, in his own time, only by himself 
be again manifested unto you. I have leave to remember 
some of the vision, and am not forbidden to write it. 
He vowed, not court-like, but constantly, to appear your 
friend so much, as if his majesty should abandon the 
care of you, you should share his fortune with him. He 
pleased to tell me, how much he had been beholden to 
you ; how well he loved you ; how unkindly he took the 
denial of your house, for so he will needs understand it. 
But the close, for all this, was harmonious, since he pro- 
tested he would seriously begin to study your ends, now 
that the world should see he had no ends on you. He 
is in hand with the work, and therefore will, by no means, 
accept of your offer ; though, I can assure you, the tender 
hath much won upon him, and mellowed his heart to- 
wards you ; and your genius directed you right, when 
you wrote that letter of denial unto the duke \ The 
king saw it, and all the rest ; which made him say unto 
the marquis, you played an after-game well ; and that 
now he had no reason to be much offended. 

I have already talked of the revelation, and now am 
to speak in apocalyptical language, which I hope you 
will rightly comment ; whereof, if you make difficulty, 
the bearer * can help you with the key of the cypher. 

My lord Falkland, by this time, hath shewed you 
London from Highgate. If York-house were gone, the 
town were yours ; and all your straitest shackles cleared 
off, besides more comfort than the city-air only. The 
marquis would be exceedingly glad the treasurer had it. 

1 Of Lenox, of the ,30th of January, 1621-2. * Probably Mr. Meant?*- 
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This I know ; but this you must not know from me. 
Bargain with him presently, upon as good conditions as 
you can procure, so you have direct motion from the 
marquis to let him have it. Seem not to dive into the 
secret of it ; though you are purblind if you see not 
through it. I have told Mr. Meautys how I would wish 
your lordship to make an end of it. From him, I beseech 
you, take it, and from me only the advice to perform it. 
If you x part not speedily with it, you may defer the good 
which is approaching near you, and disappointing other 
aims, which must either shortly receive content, or never, 
perhaps, anew yield matter of discontent, though you 
may be, indeed, as innocent as before. Make the treasurer 
believe, that since the marquis will by no means accept 
of it, and that you must part with it, you are more will- 
ing to pleasure him than any body else, because you are 
given to understand my lord marquis so inclines ; which 
inclination, if the treasurer shortly send unto you about 
it, desire may be more clearly manifested than as yet it 
hath been ; since, as I remember, none hitherto hath told 
you in termmis terniinantibus, that the marquis desires 
you should gratify the treasurer. I know that way the 
hare runs ; and that my lord marquis longs until Cranfield 
hath it ; and so I wish too, for your good, yet would not 
it were absolutely passed, until my lord marquis did 
send, or write, unto you, to let him have it ; for then his 
so disposing of it were but the next degree removed from 
the immediate acceptance of it, and your lordship freed 
from doing it otherwise than to please him, and to comply 
with his own wffl and way. 

I have no more to say, but that I am, and ever will be 

Your Lordship's most affectionate Friend and humble Servant, 

E. SACKVILLE. 
Indorsed, 

Received the Wth May, 1622. 



TO THE LORD KEEPER, DR. WILLIAMS, BISHOP OF 

LINCOLN. 

M¥ VERY OOOD LORD, 

I understand, there is an extent prayed against me, 
and a surety of mine, by the executors of one Harris, a 

b b 2 
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goldsmith. The statute is twelve years old, and falleth 
to an executor, or an executor of an executor, I know 
not whether. And it was sure a statute, collected out of 
a shop-debt, and much "of it paid. I humbly pray your 
lordship, according to justice and equity, to stay the 
extent, being likewise upon a double penalty, till I may 
better inform myself touching a matter so long past, and 
if it be requisite, put in a bill, that the truth of the ac- 
count appearing, such satisfaction may be made as shall 
be fit. So I rest 

Your Lordship's affectionate to do yon faithful service, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

May 30, 16?2. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I thought it appertained to my duty, both as a 
subject, and as he that took once the oath of a counsellor, 
to make known to your lordship an advertisement, which 
came to me this morning. A gentleman, a dear friend 
of mine, whom your lordship cannot but imagine, though 
I name him not, told me thus much, that some English 
priests, that negociated at Rome to facilitate the dispen- 
sation, did their own business, that was his phrase ; for 
they negociated with the pope to erect some titulary 
bishops for England, that might ordain, and have other 
spiritual faculties ; saying withal most honestly, that he 
thought himself bound to impart this to some counsellor, 
both as a loyal subject, and as a catholic ; for that he 
doubted it might be a cause to cross the graces and 
mercies, which the Catholics now enjoy, if it be not pre- 
vented; and he asked my advice, whether he should 
make it known to your lordship, or to my lord keeper \ 
when he came back to London. I commended his loyalty 
and discretion, and wished him to address himself to your 
lordship, who might communicate it with my lord keeper, 
if you saw cause, and that he repaired to your lordship 
presently, which he resolved to do. Nevertheless, I did 
not think mine own particular duty acquitted, except I 

1 Dr. Williams, bishop of Lincoln. 
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certified it also myself, borrowing so much of private 
friendship in a cause of state, as not to tell him I would 
do so much. 

Indorsed, 

My letter to my lord Marquis, touching the business of estate 

advertised by Mr. Matthew * . 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY MOST HONOURED LORD, 

I come in these to your lordship with the voice of 
thanksgiving, for the continuance of your accustomed 
noble care of me and my good, which overtakes me, I find, 
whithersoever I go. But for the present itself, whereof 
your lordship writes, whether or no it be better than that 
I was wont to bring your lordship, the end only can prove. 
For I have yet no more to shew for it than good words, 
of which many times I brought your lordship good store. 
But because modicefideans were not made to thrive in 
court, I mean to lose no time from assailing my lord 
marquis, for which purpose I am now hovering about 
Newhall*, where his lordship is expected, but not the 
king, this day, or to-morrow ; which place, as your lord- 
ship adviseth, may not be ill chosen for my business. 
For, if his lordship be not very thick of hearing, sure 
Newhall will be heard to speak for me. 

And now, my good lord, if any thing make me diffi- 
dent, or indeed almost indifferent, how it succeeds, it is 
this ; that my sole ambition having ever been, and still 
is, to grow up only under your lordship, it is become pre- 
posterous, even to my nature and habit, to think of 
prospering or receiving any growth, either without or be- 
sides your lordship. And therefore let me claim of your 

1 The date of this letter may be pretty nearly determined by one of the 
lord keeper to the raarqais of Buckingham, dated August 23, 1622, and 
printed in the Cabala. The postscript to that letter is as follows : " The 
Spanish ambassador took the alarm very speedily of the titulary Roman 
bishop ; and before my departure from bis house at Islington, whither I went 
privately to him, did write both to Rome and Spain to prevent it. But 1 am 
afraid that Tobie will prove but an apocryphal, and no canonical, intel- 
ligencer, acquainting the state with this project for the Jesuits, rather than 
for Jesus's sake." 

* In Essex. 



374 LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 

lordship to do me this right, as to believe that, which my 
heart says, or rather swears to me, namely, that what 
addition soever, by God's good providence, comes at any 
time to my life or fortune, it is, in my account, but to 
enable me the more to serve your lordship in both ; at 
whose feet I shall ever humbly lay down all that I have, 
or am, never to rise thence other than 

Your Lordship's in all duty and reverent affections, 

T. MEAUTYS. 

September 11, 1622. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF BUCKINGHAM 1 , MOTHER TO THE 

MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY HONOURABLE GOOD LADY, 

Your ladyship's late favour and noble usage towards 
me were such, as I think your absence a great part of 
my misfortunes. And the more I find my most noble 
lord, your son, to increase in favour towards me, the more, 
out of my love to him, I wish he had often by him so loving 
and wise a mother. For, if my lord were never so wise, 
as wise as Solomon ; yet, I find that Solomon himself, 
in the end of bis Proverbs, sets down a whole chapter of 
advices, that his mother taught him. 

Madam, I can but receive your remembrance with 
affection, and use your name with honour, and intend 
you my best service, if I be able, ever resting 

Your Ladyship's humble and affectionate Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Bedford-house, this 29th of October, 1622. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I have many things to thank your lordship for, since 
I had the happiness to see you ; that your lordship, before 
your going out of town, sent my memorial to my lord 

1 Mary, daughter of Anthony Beaumont, a younger son of William Beau- 
mont, of Cole-Orton, in Leicestershire. She was thrice married ; 1. to Sir 
George Villiers, father of the duke of Buckingham : 2. to Sir William Rayner: 
and 3. to Sir Thomas Compton, knight of the Bath, a younger brother of 
William, earl of Northampton. She was created countess of Buckingham, 
July 1, 1618, and died April 19, 1632. 
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treasurer : that your lordship offered, and received, and 
presented my petition to the king, and procured me a 
reference : that your lordship moved his majesty, and ob- 
tained for me access to him, against his majesty comes 
next, which in mine own opinion, is better than if it had 
been now, and will be a great comfort to me, though I 
should die next day after : that your lordship gave me 
so good English for my Latin book. My humble request 
is, at this time, that because my lord treasurer keepeth 
yet his answer in suspense, though by one, he useth to 
me, he speaketh me fair, that your lordship would nick it 
with a word : for if he do me good, I doubt it may not 
be altogether of his own. 
God ever prosper you. 

Your Lordship's roost bouoden and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

4th of November, 162*2. 



Memorial of Access l . 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

I may now in a manner sing nunc dimittis, now I have 
seen you. Before methought I was scant in state of 
grace, but in a kind of utter darkness. And therefore, 
among other your mercies and favours, I do principally 
thank your majesty for this admission of me to kiss your 
hands. 

I may not forget also to thank your majesty for your 
remission of my fine, for granting of my quietus, and 
general pardon ; and your late recommendation of my 
debts ; favours not small, specially to a servant out of 
sight, and out of use. 

I beseech your majesty to give me leave to tell you 
what had, in my misfortunes, sustained me. Aristotle 
says, € Old men live by remembrance, young men by 
hope/ And so it is true, that young men live by hope, 
and fallen men by remembrance. Two remembrances 
have sustained me : the one, that since I had the prime 

1 This paper was written in Greek characters, soon after his access to 
king James I. which had been promised him in a letter of the marquis of 
Buckingham, from Newmarket, November 13, 1622. 
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vote in the lower house, to be first commissioner for the- 
rmion, until the last assembly of parliament, I was chosen 
messenger of both houses, in the petitions of religion, 
which were my two first and last services, having passed 
a number of services of importance, your majesty never 
chid me ; neither did ever any public service miscarry in 
my hands. This was the finishing act of my prosperity. 
The second was of my adversity, which, in few words, is 
this, that as my fault was not against your majesty ; so 
my fall was not your act; and therefore I hope I shall 
live and die in your favour. 

I have this farther to say in the nature of an humble 
oblation; for things once dedicated and vowed cannot 
lose their character, nor be made common. I ever vowed 
myself to your service. Therefore, 

First, if your majesty do at any time think it fit, for 
your affairs, to employ me again publicly upon the stage, 
I shall so live and spend my time, as neither discon- 
tinuance shall disable me, nor adversity shall discourage 
me, nor any thing, that I shall do, give any scandal or 
envy upon me. 

Secondly, if your majesty shall not hold that fit ; yet, 
if it shall please you at any time to ask my opinion, or 
require my propositions privately by my lord marquis, or 
any of your counsellors, that is my friend, touching any 
commission or business ; for, as Ovid said, ' Est aliquid 
luce patente minus' ; I shall be glad to be a labourer, or 
pioneer in your service. 

Lastly, and chiefly, because your majesty is an universal 
scholar, or rather master, and my pen (as I may * it, 
passed**) gained upon the world, your majesty would 
appoint me some task, or literary province, that I may 
serve you calamo, if not consiUo. 

I know that I am censured of some conceit of mine 
ability or worth : but, I pray your majesty, impute it to 
desire, possunt quia posse videntur. And again, I 
should do some wrong to your majesty's school, if, in 
sixteen years access and near service, I should think I 
had learned, or laid in, nothing. 

May it please your majesty, I have borne your image 
in metal : and I shall keep it in my heart, while I live. 
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That Iris majesty's business never miscarried in my 
hands, I do not impute to any extraordinary ability in 
myself; but to my freedom from particular, either friends, 
or ends, and my careful receipt of his majesty's directions, 
being, as I have formerly said to him, but as a bucket 
and cistern to that fountain ; a bucket to draw forth, a 
cistern to preserve. 

I may allude to the three petitions of the Litany, 
* Libera nos, Domine ; parce mihi, Domine ; et exaudi 
nos, Domine.' First, the first, I am persuaded, his ma- 
jesty had a mind to do it, and could not conveniently in 
respect of his affairs. For the second, he had done it in 
my fine and pardon. For the third, I had likewise per- 
formed, in restoring to the light of his countenance. 

There be mountebanks, as well in the civil body as in 
the natural. I ever served his majesty with modesty ; 
no shouldering, no undertaking. 

Seneca saith, ' Tarn otii debet constare ratio quam ne- 
gotii.' So I make his majesty oblation of both. 

For envy, it is an almanack of the last year ; and as 
a friend of mine said, the parliament died penitent to- 
wards me. 

Of my offences, far be it from me to say, ' dat veniam 
corvis, vexat censura Columbas' : but I will say that I have 
good warrant for ; ' they were not the greatest offenders 
in Israel, upon whom the wall of Shilo fell.' 

What the king bestowed upon me, will be farther seen, 
than upon Paul's steeple. 

My story is proud, I may thank your majesty; for I 
heard him note of Tasso, that he could know which poem 
he made, when he was in good condition, and which when 
he was a beggar. I doubt he could make no such obser- 
vation of me. 

My lord hath done many things to shew his greatness. 
This of mine is one of them, that shews his goodness. 

I am like ground fresh. If I be left to myself, I will 
grow and bear natural philosophy : but if the king will 
plough me up again, and sow me on, I hope to give him 
some yield. 

Kings do raise and pull down with reason ; but the 
greatest work is reasoning. 
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For my hap, I seek an otium, and, if it may be, a fat 
otium. 

I am said to have a feather in my head. I pray God 
some are not wild in their head, that gird not well. 

I am too did, and the seas are too long, for me to 
double the Cape of Good Hope. . 

Ashes are good for somewhat ; for lees, for salts. But 
I hope I am rather embers than ashes, having the heat 
of good affections, under the ashes of my fortunes. 

Your majesty hath power : I have faith. Therefore a 
miracle may be soon wrought. 

I would live to study, and not study to live ; yet I am 
prepared for date obolum Belisario; and I that have 
borne a bag, can bear a wallet. 

FOR MY PEN : 

If active, 1. The reconciling of laws. 

2. The disposing of wards and generally edu- 

cation of youth. 

3. Limiting the jurisdiction of courts, and 

prescribing rrfes for every of them. 

REGLEMENT OF TRADE. 

If contemplative, 1. Going on with the story of Henry 

the Eighth. 

2. General Treatise of de Legibus et 

Justitia. 

3. The Holy War. 

FOR MY LORD OF EUCK1NGHAM. 

These I rank high amongst his favours. 

To the king of * * * that the goodness of his nature 
may strive with the goodness of his fortune. 

He had but one fault, and that is, that you cannot mar 
him with any accumulating of honours upon him. 

Now after this sunshine, and little dew, that save war. 

Whales will overturn your boat, or bark, or of admiral, 
or other. 

FOR THE PRINCE. 

Ever my chief patron. 

The work of the Father is creation ; of the Son re- 
demption. 
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You would have drawn me out of the fire ; now out 
of the mire. 

To ask leave of the king to kiss the prince's hands, if 
he be not now present. 

Indorsed, 

Mem. ofaccess. 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY MOST HONOURED LORD, 

Since my last to your lordship, I find, by Mr. John- 
son, that my lord treasurer is not twice in one mind, or 
Sir Arthur Ingram not twice in one tale. For Sir Arthur, 
contrary to his speech but yesterday with me, puts him- 
self now, as it seems, in new hopes to prevail with my lord 
treasurer for your lordship's good and advantage, by a 
proposition, sent by Mr. Johnson, for the altering of your 
patent to a new mould, more safe than the other, which 
he seemed to dissuade, as I wrote to your lordship. I 
like my lord treasurer's heart to your lordship, so much 
every day worse than other, especially for his coarse usage 
of your lordship's name in his last speech, as that I cannot 
imagine he means you any good. And therefore, good 
my lord, what directions you shall give herein to Sir 
Arthur Ingram, let them be as safe ones, as you can think 
upon: and that your lordship surrender not your old 
patent, till you have the new under seal, lest my lord 
keeper should take toy, and stop it there. And I know 
your lordship cannot forget they have such a savage word 
among them, as fleecing. God in heaven bless your 
lordship from such hands and tongues ; and then things 
will mend of themselves. 

Your Lordship's, in all humbleness to honour and serve you, 

T. MEAUTYS. 

This Sunday morning. 

Indorsed, 

25th of November [1622]. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I find my lord treasurer, after so many days and ap- 
pointments, and such certain messages and promises, doth 
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but mean to coax me, it is his own word of old, and to 
saw me asunder, and to do just nothing upon his majesty's 
gracious reference, nobly procured by your lordship for 
this poor remnant. My lord, let it be your own deed ; 
and, to use the prayers of the Litany, good Lord deliver 
me from this servile dependence ; for I had rather beg 
and starve, than be fed at that door. 
God ever prosper your lordship. 

Your Lordship's most bonnden and faithful Servant, 

* FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Bedford-house, this 

Indorsed, 

To Buckingham, about lord treasurer CranfieWs using 

of him. 



Remembrances of the lord viscount St Albany upon his going 

to the lord treasurer l . 

MY LORD, 

For past matters, they are memorial with me. I 
thank God I am so far from thinking to retrieve a fortune, 
as I did not mark where the game fell. I ascribe all to 
Providence. Your lordship hath greatness ; and I hope 
you will line it with goodness. Of me you can have no 
use ; but you may have honour by me, in using me well : 
for my fortune is much in your hands. 

For Sir G. I heard by Sir Arthur % you thought well 
of my dealing to him ; for so Ingram told me. 

But I doubt he reported somewhat amiss of me, that 
procured that warrant ; since which he thinks he may 
bring me to his own conditions, never comes to me, flies 
from that he had agreed ; so to conclude with the letter 
upon even terms. 

For the king, I must submit. Ingram told me there 
should be a favour in it, till I might sue to the king. 

The sequestration as much as a resumption ; for if it 
be as in the king's hands, all will go back ; so it requires 
a farmer. 

My pension and that the rewards of my long service, 
and relief of my present means. In parliament he said, 
he would not have me know what want meant. 

1 These are written -in Greek characters. ■ Ingram. 
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LA. B. \ 

Of York-house garden : 

Of New-hall : 

Of my being with my lord treasurer : 

Of my business. 

It is well begun : I desire it may be your act. 

It is nothing out of the king's purse : it laid fair ; a 
third part of the profit. 

The king bestows honour upon reward, one honour 
upon alms and charity. 

Time, I hope, will work this, or a better. 

I know my lord will not forsake me. 

He can have but one mother. Friends wayfarers, some to 
Waltham, some to Ware, and where the ways part,farewel. 

I do not desire to stage myself, nor pretensions, but 
for the comfort of a private life. Yet will I be ever at 
you: and the king's call. Malcontent, or busy-body, I 
scorn to be. 

Though my lord shall have no use of me, yet he shall 
have honour by me. 

For envy, the almanack of that year, is past. 

You may observe last parliament, though an high- 
aiming parliament, yet not a petition, not a clamour, not 
a motion, not a mention of me. Visitations by all the 
noblemen about the town. 

A little will make me happy : the debts I have paid. 

I shall honour my lord with pen and words ; and be 
ready to give him faithful and free counsel, as ready, as 
when I had the seal ; and mine ever suavibus modis for 
safety, as well as for greatness. 

The king and the prince, I hear for certain, well affected. 

To dine with : 

To go to New-hall. 

TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I perceive this day, by Mr. Comptroller*, that I live 
continually in your lordship's remembrance and noble 
purposes concerning my fortunes, as well for the comfort 

1 Lady Buckingham, mother of the duke, 
* Henry Cary, viscount Falkland. 
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of my estate, as for countenancing me otherwise by his 
majesty's employments and graces; for which I most 
humbly kiss your hands, leaving the times to your good 
lordship ; which, considering my age and wants, I assure 
myself, your lordship will the sooner take into your care. 
And for my house at Gorhambury, I do infinitely desire 
your lordship should have it ; and howsoever I may treat, 
I will conclude with none, till I know your lordship's 
farther pleasure, ever resting 

Your Lordship's most obliged and faithful Servant, 

FR. 8T. ALBAN. 

Bedford-house, this 5th of Feb. 1622 K 



TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY TERY GOOD LORD, 

I have received, by this bearer, the privy seal for the 
survey of coals, which I will lay aside, until I shall hear 
farther from my lord Steward a , and the rest of the lords. 

I am ready to do as much as your lordship desireth, 
in keeping Mr. Cotton J off from the violence of those 
creditors : only himself is, as yet, wanting in some par- 
ticular directions. 

I heartily thank your lordship for your book ; and all 
other symbols of your love and affection, which I will 
endeavour upon all opportunities to deserve : and, in the 
mean time, do rest 

Your Lordship's assured faithful poor Friend and Servant, 

JO. LINCOLN, C S. 

Westminster-college, this 7th of February, 1622. 

To the right honourable his very good lord, the lord viscount 

St. Alban. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

Though your lordship's absence 4 fall out in an ill 
time for myself ; yet because I hope in God this noble ad- 

1 Two days before the marquis of Buckingham set out privately, with the 
prince, for Spain. 

• Duke of Lenox. 

• Probably the surety of lord Bacon, for the debt to Harris the goldsmith, 
mentioned in his lordship's letter of May 30, 1622. 

4 In Spain. 
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venture will make your lordship a rich return in honour, 
abroad and at home, and chiefly in the inestimable treasure 
of the love and trust of that thrice-excellent prince ; I 
confess I am so glad of it, as I could not abstain from 
your lordship s trouble in seeing it expressed by these 
few and hasty lines. 

I beseech your lordship, of your nobleness vouchsafe 
to present my most humble duty to his highness, who, I 
hope, ere long will make me leave king Henry the 
eighth, and set me on work in relation of his highness's 
adventures. 

I very humbly kiss your lordship's hands, resting ever 

Your Lordship's most obliged Friend mod Servant. 
February 21, 16??. 

TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LOKD, 

Upon the repair of my lord of Rochford unto your 
lordship, whom I have ever known so fast and true a 
friend and servant unto you ; and who knows likewise 
so much of my mind and affection towards your lordship, 
I could not but kiss your lordship's hands, by the duty 
of these few lines. 

My lord, I hope in God, that this your noble adventure 
will make you a rich return, especially in the inestimable 
treasure of the love and trust of that thrice-excellent 
prince. And although to a man, that loves your lordship 
so dearly, as I do, and knows somewhat of the world, it 
cannot be, but that in my thoughts there should arise 
many fears, or shadows of fears, concerning so rare an 
accident ; yet nevertheless, I believe well, that this your 
lordship's absence will rather be a glass unto you, to shew 
you many things, whereof you may make use hereafter, 
than otherwise any hurt or hazard to your fortunes, which 
God grant. For myself, I am but a man desolate till your 
return, and have taken a course accordingly. Vouch- 
safe, of your nobleness, to remember my most humble 
duty to his highness. And so God, and his holy angels, 
guard you both going and coining. 

Indorsed, March 10, 162?. 
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TO SIR FRANCIS COTTINGTON, SECRETARY TO THE 

PRINCE. 

GOOD MR. SECRETARY, 

Though I wrote so lately unto you by lord Rochford ; 
yet upon the going of my lord Vaughan 1 , the prince's 
worthy and trusty servant, and my approved friend, and 
your so near ally, I could not but put this letter into his 
hand, commending myself and my fortunes unto you. 
You know the difference of obliging men in prosperity 
and adversity, as much as the sowing upon a pavement 
and upon a furrow new made. Myself for quiet, and the 
better to hold out, am retired to GreyVinn* : for when 
my chief friends were gone so far off, it was time for me 
to go to a cell. God send us a good return of you all. 

I ever rest, &c. 

My humble service to my lord marquis, to whom I have 
vpitten twice. I would not cloy him. My service also to 
the count Gondomar, and lord of Bristol. 

Indorsed, 

To Mr. Secretary, Sir Francis Cottington, March 22, 1622. 



TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

Now that my friend is absent, for so I may call him 
still, since your majesty, when I waited on you, told me, 
that fortune made no difference, your majesty remaineth 
to me king, and master, and friend, and all. Your beads- 
man, therefore, addresseth himself to your majesty for a 

1 He was son and heir of Walter Vaughan, of Golden Grove, in Caermar- 
thenshire, Esq. and was created lord Vaughan in the year 1620. The Lord 
St Alban, after he was delivered from his confinement in the Tower, was 
permitted to stay at Sir John Vaughan's house, at Parson's Green, near 
Folham. 

* In a MS. letter of Mr. Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carleton, dated at 
London, March 8, 1622-3, is the following passage: " The Lord of St. Alban 
is in his old remitter, and came to lie in his old lodgings at Grey's Inn ; which 
is the fulfilling of a prophecy of one Lock, a familiar of his, of the same 
house, that knew him inhu et in cute; who, seeing him go thence in pomp, 
with the great seal before him, said to divers of his friends, ' We shall live 
to have him here again*' " 
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cell to retire into. The particular I have expressed to 
my very friend, Mr. Secretary Conway. This help, which 
costs your majesty nothing, may reserve me to do your 
majesty service, without being chargeable^ unto you : for 
I will never deny, but my desire to serve your majesty, 
is of the nature of the heart, that will be nltimum moiiens 
with me. 

God preserve your majesty, and send you a good return 
of the treasure abroad, which passeth all Indian fleets. 

Your Majesty's most humble and devoted Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
March f5, 16*3. 

- Indorsed, 

To the king touching the provostship of Eton 1 . 



TO MR. SECRETARY CONWAY. 

GOOD MR. SECRETARY, 

When you did me the honour and favour to visit me, 
you did not only in general terms express your love unto 
me, but, as a real friend, asked me whether I had any 
particular occasion, wherein I might make use of you ? 
At that time I had none : now there is one fallen. It is, 
that Mr. Thomas Murray, provost of Eton, whom I love 
very well, is like to die. It were a pretty cell for my 
fortune. The college and school, I do not doubt, but I 
shall make to flourish. His majesty, when I waited on 
him, took notice of my wants, and said to me, that, as he 
was a king, he would have care of me. This is a thing 
somebody would have ; and costs his majesty nothing. I 

1 Mr. Thomas Murray, the provost of that college, having been cut for the 
stone, died April 1, 1623. The lord keeper Williams, in an unpublished letter 
to the marquis of Buckingham, dated 11 April, 1623, has the following pas* 
sage : " Mr. Murray, the provost of Eton, is now dead : the place stayed by 
the fellows and myself until your lordship's pleasure be known. Whomso- 
ever your lordship shall name I shall like of, though it be Sir William Bacher, 
though this provostship never descended so low. The king named unto me 
yesterday morning Sir Albertus Morton, Sir Dudley Carletony and Sir 
[Robert] Alton, our late queen's secretary. But in my opinion, though he 
named him last, his majesty inclined to this Aiton most* It will rest wholly 
upon your lordship to name the man. It is somewhat necessary he be a good 
scholar, but more that he be a good husband, and a careful manager, aid a 
stayed man; which no man can be, that is so much indebted as the lord of 
St. AlbanV' 

VOL. VI. C C 
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have written two or three words to his majesty, which I 
would pray you to deliver. I have not expressed this 
particular to his majesty, but referred it to your relation* 
My most noble friend, the marquis, is now absent. Next 
to him, I could not think of a better address than to 
yourself, as one likest to put on his affection. I rest 

Your Honour's very affectionate Friend, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Grey's Inn, the 25th of March, 1623. 



SECRETARY CONWAY, TO THE LORD VISCOUNT 



ST. ALBAN 1 . 



RIGHT HONOURABLE, 

I do so well remember the motives, why I presented 
you so with my humble service, and particular application 
of it to your particular use, as I neither forget nor repent 
the offer. And I must confess a greater quickning could 
not have been added to my resolution to serve you, than 
the challenge you lay to my duty, to follow, in his ab- 
sence, the affection of your most noble and hearty friend 
the marquis. 

I lost no time to deliver your letter, and to contribute 
the most advantageous arguments I could. It seems 
your motion had been more than enough, if a former 
engagement to Sir William Becher upon the marquis his 
score had not opposed it. 

I will give you his majesty answer, which was ; That 
he could not value you so little, or conceive you would 
have humbled your desires and your worth so low : That 
it had been a great deal of ease to him to have had such 
a scantling of your mind ; to which he could never have 
laid so unequal a measure. His majesty adding further, 
that since your intentions moved that way, he would 
study your accommodation. And it is not out of hope, 
but that he may give some other contentment to Sir 
William Becher in due time, to accommodate your lord- 
ship, of whom, to your comfort, it is my duty to tell you, 
his majesty declared a good opinion, and princely care 
and respect. 

1 From tbe collections of Robert Stephens, Esq. deceased. 
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I will not fail to use time and opportunity to your ad* 
vantage : and if you can think of any thing to instruct 
my affection and industry, your lordship may have the 
more quick and handsome proof of my sure and real in- 
tentions to serve you, being indeed 

Vonr Lordship's affectionate Servant, 

ED. CONWAY. 
Royston, March f7, 1693. 



TO COUNT GONDOMAR, THEN IN SPAIN. 

ILLUSTRI8SIME COMK8, 

Multa sunt, quae mihi animos addunt, et quandam 

alacritatem conciliant, ut Dominationem tuam illustrw- 

simam hoc tempore de meis fortunis compellam et de- 

precer. Primum, idque vel maximum, quod cum turn 

arcta regum nostrorum conjunctio jam habeatur pro 

transacta, inde et tu factus sis intercessor tanto potentior ; 

et mihi nullus jam subsit scrupulus universal fortunas 

meas viro tanto, licet extero, debendi et acceptas referendi. 

Secundum, quod cum ea, quae dominatio tua illustrissima 

de me promisso tenus prsesens impetraveras, neque ullam 

repukam passa sint, neque tamen ad exitum perducta ; 

videatur hoc inmiere providentia divina, ut hoc opus me 

a calamitate erigendi plane tuum sit initio et fine. Ter~ 

tium, quod stellae duae, quae mihi semper fuerunt propitia*, 

major et minor, jam splendent in urbe vestra, unci*; per 

radios auxihares et benignos amoris erga me tui cum 

poseint nancisd influxum, qui me in aliquo non indigno 

priore fortuna gradu collocet. Quartum, quod peropexi 

ex Uteris, quas ad amkrum meum intimum aominum 

Tobiam Mattharam nuper acripnsti, memariam mei apud 

te vivere et vigere, neque tanta negotiorum arduorum et 

subHmnnn mole, quanta donx. tua? incumbtt, okrutam 

ease ant extinction* Poetremam aocidtt et Mod, quod 

postquam ex fevore excellent, Domirii marcbioniw ad regk 

mei coupectum et colloquium admum* faerim, ridear 

mOn in statu gratia? coUocatu*, Non me aHoctttui eat 

rex ut eiiiiiinognm, wed ut hominetn tempentate defectum; 

et — nwl ^mmianimm meum et pCTptrtlltim OT %ZTWM9t MO 

indnstrae et intcgritatif tenorem profile agnont, 

c c 2 
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insigni, ut videbatur, affectu : imde major mihi oboritur 
spes, manente ejus erga me gratia, et extincta omni ex 
diuturnitate invidia, labores illustr. domin. tua? pro me 
non incassum fore. Ipse interim nee otio me dedi, nee 
rebus me importune immiscui, sed in lis vivo, et ea tracto, 
quie nee priores, quos gessi, honores dedeceant, et posters 
memoriam nominis mei iiaud ingratam fortasse relinquent. 
Itaque spero me non indignam fore materiam, in qua et 
potential et amicitiae tua? vis elucescat et celebretur ; ut 
non minus in privata hominis fortuna j)otnisse videaris, 
qviam in negotiis publicis. Dens illustriss. dominationem__i 
tuam incokimem servet et felicitate cumulet. 

Indorsed, 

My lord St. Albania first letter to Gaiulomar, into Spain, 
March 28, 1623. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM, IN SPAIN. 



Finding so trusty a messenger as Sir John Epsley, J 
thought it my duty to put these few lines into his hands. 
I thank God, that those shadows, which either mine own 
melancholy, or my extreme love to your lordship, did put 
into my mind concerning this voyage of the prince and 
your lordship, rather vanish and diminish, than otherwise. 
The gross fear is past of the passage of France. I think 
you had the ring, which they write of, that, when the 
seal was turned to the palm of the hand, made men go 
invisible. Neither do I hear of any novelty here worth 
the esteeming. 

There is a general opinion here, that your lordship is 
like enough to return, and go again, before the prince 
come : which opinion, whether the business lead you to 
do so or no, doth no hurt ; for it keeps men in awe. 

I find, I thank God, some glimmering of the king's 
favour, which your lordship's noble work of my access, 
no doubt, did chiefly cherish. I am much bound to 
Mr. Secretary Conway. It is wholly for your lordship's 
sake ; for I had no acquaintance with him in the world. 
By that I see of him, he is a man fit to serve a great king, 
and fit to be a friend and servant to your lordship. Good 
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my lord, write two or three words to him, both of thanks, 
and 8 general recommendation of me unto him. 

Vouchsafe, of your nobleness, to present my most 
humble duty to his highness. We hear he is fresh in his 
person, and becomes this brave journey in all things. 
God provide all things for the best. 

I ever rest, etc. 

Indorsed, March 30, 16*3. 



TO MR. SECRETARY CONWAY. 

GOOD MR. SECRETARY, 

I am much comforted by your last letter, wherein I 
find, that his majesty, of his mere grace and goodness, 
vouchsafeth to have a care of me, a man out of sight, out 
of use ; but yet his, as the Scripture saith, God knows 
those that are his. In particular, I am very much bound 
to his majesty, and I pray you, Sir, thank his majesty 
most humbly for it, that, notwithstanding the former de- 
. signment of Sir William Becher ', his majesty, as you write, 
is not out of hope, in due time, to accommodate me of 
this cell, and to satisfy him otherwise. Many conditions, 
no doubt, may be as contenting to that gentleman, and 
Iris years may expect them. But there will hardly fall, 
especially in the spent hour-glass of my life, any thing 
so fit for me, being a retreat to a place of study so near 
London, and where, if I sell my house at Gorhambury, 
as I purpose to do, to put myself in some convenient 
plenty, I may be accommodated of a dwelling for sum- 
mer time. And therefore, good Mr. Secretary, further 
this his majesty's good intention, by all means, if the 
place fall. 

1 Sir William had not, however, that pest ; but. in lieu of it, the promise 
of 2500J. upon the fall of the first of the six clerks places, and was permitted 
to keep his clerkship of the council. MS. letter of Mr. Chamberlain to Sir 
Dudley Carleton, dated at London, July 24, 1624. The provostship was 
given to Sir Henry Wotton,who was instituted intd it the 26th of that month, 
having purchased it by a surrender of a grant of the reversion of the master- 
ship of the rolls, and of another office, which was fit to be turned into 
present money, which he then, and afterwards, much wanted [Life of him by 
Mr. Isaac Walton] : for when he went to the election at Eton, soon after his 
being made provost, he was so ill provided, that the fellows of the college 
trere obliged to furnish his bare walls, and whatever else was wanting. 
• MS. letter of Mr. Chamberlain, Aug. 7, 1624. 
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For yourself, you have obliged me much. I will en- 
deavour to deserve it : at least your nobleness is never 
lost ; and my noble friend, the marquis, I know, will 
thank you for it. 

I was looking of some short papers of mine touching 
usury ', to grind the teeth of it, and yet make it grind 
to his majesty's mill in good sort, without discontentment 
or perturbation. If you think good, I will send it to liis 
majesty, as the fruit of my leisure. But yet I would not 
have it come from me, not for any tenderness in the thing, 
but because I know, in courts of princes, it is usual, nos 
res, sed dlsplicet auctor. God keep your honour, etc. 

Indorsed, 

To Mr. Secretary Comcuy, touching the provosts/up of Eton, 
March 31, 1623. 



TO COUNT GONDOSIAR. 



Primo loco, ut debeo, gratulor dominationi tuae illus- 
trissima; novum honoris tui gradum per se sublimem, sed 
ex causa, propter quam evectus es, hand parum nobili- 
tatum. Profectio dom. Tobias Matthan, qui mihi est 
tanquam alter ego, ut dominatio tua illustrissima optime 
novit, in illas partes, memoriam mihi renovat exiniii tui 
erga me favoris, cum me pluries, paulo ante discessum 
tuum, in campis, in urbe visitares, et prolixe de voluntate 
tua erga fortunas meas pollicereris. Quinetiam tarn apud 
regem meum quam apud marchionetn de illis sedulo 
ageres, ut etiam promissum ab illis de postulates meis 
obtinueris. Quod si illo tempore quis mihi genius aut 
vates in aurem insusurrasset et dixisset, Mitte ista in 
prsesens : Britannia est regio paulo frigidior : differ rem 
donee princeps Gallia? et marchio Buckinghamia; et comes 
de Gondomar conveniunt in Hispania, ubi hujusmtxli 
fructus clementius maturescant : quiu et viderit idem 
dom. Tob. Matthsum, qui illic, quemadmodum nunc, 
instabit, et negotium promovebit : scilicet risissem, sed 
fidem prorsus non adliibuissem. Q\iare, illustrissinie 

1 In his works it published, ' A Drought of an Act against an murium 
Shirt of Cain, in delivering of Commodities instead of Money.' 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC. 391 

comes, cum talia miracula edideris in fortuna publica, 
etiam in fortuna amici et servi tui privata eniteat virtus 
tua. Miraculum enim potentiae et fidei proles est. Tu 
potentiam habes, ego fide abundo, si modo digna sit res 
ad quam dominatio tua illustrissima manum salutarem 
porrigat Id tempus optime demonstrabit. 

Cum nuper ad dominationem tuam illustrissimam scrip- 
serim, eo brevior fio. Hoc tantum a te peto, ut etiam 
inter negotia, quae feliciter administras, consuetam dig- 
neris dom. Matthaeo libertatem proponendi et consulendi 
apud te ea, quae in rem meam fare videbimus. 

Deus illustrissimam tuam dominationem servet inco- 
himem, ut enixe optat, etc. 



TO THE EARL OF BRISTOL, AMBASSADOR IN SPAIN. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Though I have written to your lordship lately, yet I 
could not omit to put a letter into so good a hand as 
Mr. Matthew's, being one, that hath often made known 
unto me, how much I am beholden to your lordship ; 
and knoweth likewise in what estimation I have ever had 
your -lordship, not according to your fortunes, but ac- 
cording to your inward value. Therefore, not to hold 
your lordship in this time of so great business, and where 
I have so good a mean as Mr. Matthew, who, if there be 
any thing that concerns my fortune, can better express 
it than myself, I humbly commend myself, and my service 
to your lordship, resting, etc. 



TO SIR FRANCIS COTTINGTON, SECRETARY TO THE 

PRINCE. 

GOQB MR. SECRETARY, 

Though I think I have cloyed you with letters, yet 
had I written a thousand before, I must add one more 
by the hands of Mr. Matthew, being as true a friend, as 
any you or I have ; and one, that made me so happy, as 
to have the assurance of our friendship ; which if there 
be any stirring for my good, I pray practise in so good a 
conjunction as his. 

I ever rest, etc 
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TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW, 

Because Mr. Clarke is the first, that hath been sent 
since your departure, who gave me also the comfortable 
news, that he met you well, I could not but visit you 
with my letters, who have so often visited me with your 
kind conferences. r 

My health, I thank God, is better than when you left 
me; and, to my thinking, better than before my last 
sickness. This is all I need to write of myself to such 4 
friend. 

We hope well, and it is generally rather spoken, thail 
believed, that his highness will return very speedily. But 
they be not the best pieces in painting, that are dashed 
out in haste. I hope, if any tiling want in the speed oi 
time, it will be compensed in the fruit of time, that' all 
may sort to the best. 

I have written a few words of duty and respect only 
to my lord marquis, and Mr. Secretary. I pray you kiss 
the count of Gondomar's hand. 

God keep you. 

Your most affectionate and assured Friend, 

Fit. ST. ALBAN. 

May 2, \&23. 

TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

-EXCELLENT LORD, 

I write now only to congratulate with your grace 
your new honour l ; wliich because I reckon to be no great 
matter to ywr fortune, though you are the first English 
duke that hath been created since I was bora, my com- 
pliment shall be the shorter. So having turned almost 
my hopes of your grace's return, by July, into wishes, 
and not to them neither, if it should be any hazard to 
your health, I rest, etc. 

Vouchsafe, of your nobleness, to present my most 
bumble duty to his highness. Summer is a thirsty time ; 
and sure I am, I shall infinitely thirst to see his highness's 
jand your grace's return. 

> The title of duke, conferred on him May 18, 1623. 
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THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM TO THE LORD VISCOUNT 

ST. ALBAN. 

MY GOOD LORD, 

I hate received your hearty congratulation for the 
great honour and gracious favour, which his majesty hath 
done me : and I do well believe, that no man is mor$ 
glad of it than yourself. 

Tobie Matthew is here ; but what with the journey, 
and what with the affliction he endures, to find, as he says, 
that reason prevails nothing with these people, he m 

Sown extreme lean, and looks as sharp as an eyas 1 , 
aly he comforts himself with a conceit, that he is npwi 
gotten on the other side of the water, where the same 
reason, that is valuable in other parts of the world, is of 
no validity here ; but rather something else, which yet 
he hath not found out. 

I have let his highness see the good expressions of 
your lordship's care and faithful affection to his person \ 
and shall ever be ready to do you, in all things, the best 
service that I can. 

So wishing your lordship much happiness, I rest 

Your Lordghip's faithful Friend and humble Servant, 

G. BUCKINGHAM. 

Madrid, this 29th of May, 1623. st. ret. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM, IN SPAIN. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I humbly thank your grace for your letter of the 
29th of May ; and that your grace doth believe, that no 
man is gladder of the increase of your honour and fortune, 
than I am ; as, on the other part, no man should be more 
sorry, if it should in the least degree decline, nor more 
careful, if it should so much as labour. But of the first, 
I speak as a thing that is : but of the two latter, it is but 
a case put, which I hope I shall never see. And, to be 
plain with your grace, I am not a little comforted to 
observe, that, although in common sense and experience; 
a man would have doubted, that some things might have 

1 A young hawk, ju6t taken out of the nest. 
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sorted to your prejudice ; yet in particulars we find no- 
thing of it. For a man might reasonably have feared, 
that absence and discontinuance might have lessened his 
majesty's favour : no such thing has followed. So like- 
wise, that any, that might not wish you well, should have 
been bolder with you. But all is continued in good 
compass. Again, who might not have feared, that your 
grace being there to manage, in great part, the most 
important business of Europe, so far from the king, and 
not strengthened with advice there, except that of the 
prince himself, and thus to deal with so politic a state as 
Spam, you should be able to go through as you do ! and 
yet nothing, as we hear, but for your honour, and that- 
you do your part. Surely, my lord, though your virtues 
be great, yet these things could not be, but that the 
blessing of God, which is over the king and the prince, 
doth likewise descend upon you as a faithful servant ; and 
you are the more to be thankful to God for it. 

I humbly thank your grace, that you make me Eve 
in his highness's remembrance, whom I shall ever bear an 
heart to honour and serve. And I much joy to hear of 
the great and fair reputation, which at all hands are 
given him. 

For Mr. Matthew, I hope by this time he hath gathered 
up his crumbs ; which importeth much, I assure your 
grace, if his cure must he, either by finding better reason 
on that side the line, or by discovering, what is the motion, 
that moveth the wheels, that, if reason do not, we must 
all pray for his being in good point. But in truth, mv 
lord, I am glad he is there ; for I know his virtues, and 
particularly his devotion to your lordship. 

God return his highness and your grace unto us safe 
and sound, and according to your heart's desires. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 



I have received your letter of the 10th of June ', and 
am exceeding glad to hear you are in so good health. 
For that, which may concern myself, I neither doubt of 
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your judgment in choosing the fittest time, nor of your 
affection in taking the first time you shall find it. For 
the public business, I will not turn my hopes into wishes 
yet, since you write as you do ; and I am very glad you 
$re there, and, as I guess, you went in good time to his 
lordship. 

For your action of the case, it will fall to the ground ; 
for I have not heard from the duke, neither by letter nor 
message, at this time. 

God keep you. I rest always 

Your most affectionate and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
' Grey 's-ioa, 17th of June , 1 623. 

I do hear from Sir Robert Ker, and others, how much 
beholden I am to you. 



TO MR. TOBIR MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW, 

I thank you for your letter of the 26th of June, and 
commend myself unto your friendship, knowing your word 
is good assurance, and thinking I cannot wish myself a 
better wish, than that your power may grpw to your will. 

Since you say the prince hath not forgot his command- 
ment, touching my History of Henry VIII. I may not 
forget my duty. But I find Sir Robert Cotton, who 
poured forth what he had, in my other work, somewhat 
dainty of his materials in this. 

It is true, my labours are now most set to have those 
works, which I had formerly published, as that of ' Ad- 
vancement of Learning', that of € Henry VII.' that of the 
( Essays', being retractate, and made more perfect, well 
translated into Latin by the help of some good pens, 
which forsake me not, for these modern languages will, at 
one time or other, play the bankrupts with books : and 
since I have lost much time with this age, I would be 
glad, as God shall give me leave, to recover it with 
posterity. 

For the essay of friendship, while I took your speech 
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of it for u cursory request, I took my promise for a con*- 
pliment. But since you call for it, I shall perform it 1 . 

I am much beholden to Mr. Gage for many expressions 
of his love to me : and his company, in itself very ac- 
ceptable, is the more pleasing to me, because it retaineth 
the memory of yourself. 

This letter of yours, of the 26th, lay not so long by 
you, but it hath been as speedily answered by me, so as 
with Sir Francis Cottington I have had no speech since 
the receipt of it. Your former letters, which I received 
from Mr. Griesley, I had answered before, and put my 
letter into a good hand. 

For the great business, God conduct it well. Mine 
own fortune hath taught me expectation. 

God keep you. 

Indorsed, 

To Mr. Matthew, into Spain. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW, 

I have received your letter sent by my lord of An- 
dover ; and, as I acknowledged your care, so I cannot 
jit it with any thing, that I can think on for myself; for 
since Gondomar, who was my voluntary friend, is in no 
credit, neither with the prince, nor with the duke, I do 
not see what may be done for me there ; except that, 
which Gondomar hath lost, you have found ; and then I 
am sure my case is amended : so, as with a great deal of 
confidence, I commend myself to you, hoping, that you 
will do what in you lieth, to prepare the prince and duke 
to think of me upon their return. And if you have any 
relation to the infanta, I doubt not but it shall be also 
to my use. 

God keep you. 

Your most affectionate and assured Friend, etc. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

Though I have formerly given your grace thanks for 

'Among his ' Essays*, published in quarto, and dedicated to the duke of 
Buckingham, is one upon ' Friendship'* 



\ 
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your last letter, yet being much refreshed to hear things 
go so well, whereby we hope to see you here shortly, your 
errand done, and the prince within the vail ; I could not 
contain, but congratulate with your lordship, seeing good 
fortune, that is God's blessing, still follow you. I hope 
I have still place in your love and favour ; which if I have, 
for other place, it shall not trouble me. I ever rest 

Your Grace's most obliged and faithful Servant. 
July 22, 1695. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

Upon Mr. Clarke's dispatch, in troth I was ill m 
health, as he might partly perceive. Therefore I wfote 
to my true friend, and your grace's devoted servant, 
Mr. Matthew, to excuse me to your grace for not writing. 
Since, I thank God, I am pretty well recovered ; for I 
have lain at two wards, one against my disease, the other 
against my physicians, who are strange creatures. 

My lord, it rejoiceth me much, that I understand from 
. Mr. Matthew, that I live in your grace's remembrance ; 
and that I shall be the first man, that you will think on 
upon your return : which if your grace perform, I hope 
God Almighty, who hath hitherto extraordinarily blessed 
you in this rocky business, will bless you the more for 
my sake. For I have had extraordinary tokens of his 
divine favour towards me, both in sickness and in health, 
prosperity and adversity. 

Vouchsafe to present my most humble duty to his 
highness, whose happy arrival will be a bright morning 
to all. I ever rest 

Your Grace's most obliged and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Grey's Inn, Aug. 29, 1623. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW. 



I have gotten a little health ; I praise God for it. I 
have therefore now written to his grace, that I formerly, 
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upon Mr. Clarke's dispatch, desired you to excuse me for 
not writing, and taken knowledge, that I have understood 
from you, that I live in his grace's remembrance ; and 
that I shall be his first man, that he will have care of 
upon his return. And although your absence be to me 
as uncomfortable to my mind, as God may make it helpful 
to my fortunes ; yet it is somewhat supplied by the love, 
freedom, and often visitations of Mr. Gage ; so, as when 
I have him, I think I want you not altogether. 
God keep you. 

Your most affcetionale anil much obliged Friend, etc. 



Minutes of a letter to the duke of Buckingham. 

That I am exceeding glad his grace is come home ' 
with so fair a reputation of a sound protestant, and so 
constant for the king's honour and errand. 

His grace is now to consider, that liis reputation will 
vanish like a dream, except now, upon his return, he do 
some remarkable act to fix it, and bind it in. 

They have a good wise proverb in the country, whence 
he cometh, taken I think from a gentlewoman's sampler, 
' Qui en no da nudo, pierdo punto', ' he that tieth not a 
knot upon liis thread, loseth his stitch'. 

Any particular I, that live in darkness, cannot pro- 
pound. Let his grace, who seeth clear, make his choice : 
but let some such thing be done, and then this reputation 
will stick by him ; and his grace may afterwards be at 
the better liberty to take and leave off the future occa- 
sions, that shall present. 



TO THE KING. 



I send, in all humbleness, to your majesty, the poor 
fruits of my leisure. This book* was the first thing, that 

1 The prince and duke arrived from Spain in London, October 6, 16f3. 
* ' De Augmcntis Scientiarum', printed in London, 1623, in folio. The 
present to kina- Jamea I, is in the royal library in the Rritith fl 
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ever I presented to your majesty ! ; and it may be, will 
be the last For I had thought it should have been 
posthuma proles. But God hath otherwise disposed for 
a while. It is a translation, but almost enlarged to a new 
work. I had good helps for the language. I have been 
also mine own index expurgatorius, that it may be read 
in all places. For since my end of putting it into Latin 
was to have it read every where, it had been an absurd 
contradiction to free it in the language, and to pen it up 
in the matter. Your majesty w&l vouchsafe graciously 
to receive these poor sacrifices of him, that shall ever 
desire to do you honour, while he breathes, and fulfilleth 
the rest in prayers. 

Your Majesty's true Beadsman, and most humble Servant, etc. 

Todo8 duelos con pan son buenos : itaque det vestra Majesta* 

obolum Belisario. 



TO THE PRINCE. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENT HIGHNESS, 

I send your highness, in all humbleness, my book of 
' Advancement of Learning', translated into Latin, but 
so enlarged as it may go for a new work. It is a book, 
I think, will live, and be a citizen of the world, as English 
books are not. For Henry the Eighth, to deal truly with 
your highness, I did so despair of my health this summer, 
as I was glad to choose some such work, as I might' 
compass within days ; so far was I from entering into a 
work of length. Your highness's return hath been my 
restorative. When I shall wait upon your highness, I 
shall give you a farther account. So I most humbly kiss 
your highness's hands, resting 

Your Highnesses most devoted Servant. 

I would, as I wrote to the duke in Spain, I could do 
your highness's journey any honour with my pen. It 
began like a fable of the poets ; but it deserveth all in a 
piece a worthy narration* 

1 ' The two books of Sir Francis Bacon of the Proficiency and Advancement 
of Learning, Divine and Human' : printed at London, 1605, in quarto. 
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My counsels bear not so high an elevation, as to have 
for their mark business of estate. That, which I level at, 
is your standing and greatness, which nevertheless I hold 
for a main pillar of the king's service. 

For a parliament, I hold it then fit, when there have 
passed some more visible demonstrations of your power 
with the king, and your constancy in the way you are 
in : before not. 

There are considerable, in this state, three sorts of 
men : the party of the papists, which hate you ; the party 
of the protestants, including those they call puritans, 
whose love is yet but green towards you ; and particular 
great persons, which are most of them reconciled enemies, 
or discontented friends : and you must think there are s 
great many, that will magnify you, and make use of you 
for the breaking of the match, or putting the realm into 
a war, which after will return to their old bias. 

For particulars, it is good to carry yourself fair; but 
neither to trust too far, nor to apply too much, but keep 
a good distance, and to play your own game, shewing 
yourself to have, as the bee hath, both of the honey and 
of the sting. 

The speech now abroad is, " My lord of Bucking- 
ham's head is full of thoughts: he hath a great task; 
either he must break, or the match must break. He 
was wont to go to the king's ways ; but now he goeth 
cross his way, he will easily lose his way." 

There is a point nice to be managed, yea, and tender 
to be spoken of, which is your carriage between the king 
and the prince; so that you may lose no manner of 
ground with the prince ; and yet the king may not think 
himself the more solitary, nor that you adore too much 
the sun-rising. Though this you may set down, that the 
way to have the king sure unto you is to keep great with 
the prince. 

1 ' Conference with Buckingham'. 
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Conf. with Buc. December 17, 1623. 

You march bravely : but methinks you do not draw up 
your troops. 

You must beware of these your pardons. If we make 
men less in awe, and respect you, ' urina chiara fa fico al 
medico/ 

The points of the general advice. 
' If a war be proceeded in ; to treat a strait league with 
France, under name of a renovation of the match with 
France. Three secret articles, the liberty of the German 
nation, whereof there is a fresh precedent of Henry the 
second of France, that took it into protection prospe- 
rously, and to the arrest of the emperor Charles's great- 
n«Si. ' 2. The conservation of the liberties of the Low- 
Cttiiitries for the United Provinces, and open trade into 
the East and West Indies. 

^ Offer of mine own service upon a commission into 
Ffance. 

'My lord hath against him these disadvantages; the 
catholic party ; the Spaniard ; the envy and fear of par- 
ticular great men ; the nice point of carrying himself be- 
tween the king and the prince. 

,-4 The knot, which is to be tied for his reputation, must 
eixli^r be advancing or depressing of persons, or putting 
by. or forwarding, of actions. 



** 



» * ? Conf. Buc. qu. and old store, January 2, 1623. 

There is not an honester man in court than Mont- 
gomery \ 

'To have some opportunity, by the D/s means, to 
sj&ak with the prince in presence of the duke. 

'To think, whether it be fit for me to speak with the 
kftitK and to seek access before parliament ; if then. 

*The offer of my service to live a summer, as upon mine 
o#!i delight, at Paris, to settle a fast intelligence between 
France and us. 

I have somewhat of the French : I love birds, as the 

1 Philip, earl of Montgomery, afterwards of Pembroke. 
VOL. VI. D D 
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king (loth, and have some childish mindedness, wherein 
we shall consent. 

To think of Belfast's sending over into Ireland. 
Those, that find themselves obnoxious to parliament, 
will do all they can, that those things, which are likest to 
distaste the king, be first handled. 

It is not to be forgotten, that as long as great men 
were in question, as in my case, all things went sweetly 
for the lung. But the .second meeting, when no such 
thing was, the pack went higher. 

Weeding time is not yet come. Cott. Car. 
qu. of Car. 

The battery will be chiefly laid on the prince's part, if 
they find any entry. 

To be the author of some counsel to the prince, that 
tastetli of religion and virtue, lest it be imputed, that he 
entertains him only in pleasures, like a Pe. Ga. 

The things remarkable for your grace, to fix and bind 
in the reputation, which you have gained, must be either 
persons, or matters. 

The doubt the prince is mollis cera, and formed tli ul- 
tima impression. Therefore good to have sure persons 
about him, or at least none dangerous. 

For the pardons to proceed, it is a tender business. 
First, whatsoever useth to be done in parliament is 
thankless. Then it is not good for his grace. It will 
make men bolder with him. ' Urina chiara fa fico al 
medico.' Lastly, remove the envy from others, it may 
beat upon my lord himself, or the king. 



Conf. B. January 2, 1623. 
You have now tied a knot, as I wished you ; ' qui ere 
no da nudo, pierdo punto" ; a jolly one, the parliament. 
Although I could have wished, that before a parliament. 
some remarkable thing had been done, whereby the world 
might have taken notice, that you stand the same in 
grace and power with the king. But there is time 
enough for that between this and parliament'. And 

.s thread, loaelli his stitch. - 
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besides, the very prevailing for a parliament sheweth your 
power with the king. 

You march bravely. Do you draw up your troops so 
well? 

One of these days I shall turn my lord Brooke, and 
say to you € O brave Buckingham'. 

I will commend you to all others, and censure you 
0aHy to yourself. 

You bowl well, if you do not horse the bowl an hand 
too much. You know the fine bowler is knee almost to 
.ground in the delivery of the cast. 

Nay, and the king will put a hook in the nostrils of 
Spain, and lay a foundation of greatness here to his chil- 
dren, in these west parts. The call for me, it is book-learn- 
ing. You know the king was wont to do me the ho- 
nour, as to say of me, ' de minimis non curat lex' : if 
.good for any thing, for great volumes, I cannot thread 
needles so well. 

The chamberlain * : for his person, not effectual ; but 
some dependences he hath, which are drawn with him* 
Besides, he can take bo reputation from you. 

Montgomery is an honest man, and a good observer. 
Can you do nothing with Naunton ? * Who would think 
sow, that I name Naunton to my lord of Buckingham ? 
But I speak to you point blank : no crooked <end, either 
for myself, or for others turn. 

The French treaty, besides alliance, is to have three 
secret articles : the one, the protection of the liberty of 
Germany, and to avoid from it all forces thence, like to 
that which was concluded between the Princes of Ger- 
many and Henry II. 8 , the last king except Henry IV. of 
value in France ; for the race of the Valois were fait- 
meante; and, in the name of Germany, to conclude the 
Orisons and Yaltoline. The second, the conserving the 
liberties of the Low-Countries. The third, the free trade 
into all parts of both East and West Indies, All these 

* William, earl of Pembroke. 

* Sir Robert Naunton, who had been secretary of state, and was now mas- 
ter of the court of wards. 

* This league first arrested the greatness of the emperor, and cloistered 
him. Note of Lord Bacon. 

DD 2 
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import no ihyasive hostility, but only the uniting of the 
states of Europe against the growing ambition of Spain, 
Neither do any of these touch upon the cause of religion. 

I am persuaded, the hinge of the king's affairs, for his 
safety and greatness, is now in Spain. I would the king 
had an abler instrument. 

Above all, you must look to the safety of Ireland, both 
because it is most dangerous for this state, for the disease 
will ever fall to the weakest part ; and besides, this early 
declaration against Spain, which the popish party call 
abrupt, and is your grace's work, may be thought to be 
the danger of Ireland. It were good you called to you 
Belfast l and Grandison*, and ask their opinions, what 
is bofst to be done for the safety of Ireland, either by in- 
creasing the list of companies, and by contenting those 
that are in arrear, by paying ; or by altering ahy go- 
vernor there ; or by having companies ready mustered 
and trained here, towards the coast of Ireland ; or by 
having shipping in readiness, &c. For this gown com- 
mission, I like it well ; but it is but paper-shot for defence: 

If the papists be put in despair, it both endangereth 
Ireland, and maketh a greater difficulty in the treaty and 
alliance with France. 

To think of a difference to be put between the Jesuits 
and other priests and papists, as to reduce, in some mo- 
deration, the banishment of the one, though not of the 
other : but to remember, that they were the reasonablest, 
as I take it, in the consult ; and it may draw the blow of 
an assassin against Buckingham. 

At least the going on with the parliament hath gained 
this, that the discourse is ceased, " My lord of Bucking- 
ham hath a great task. His head is full : either the 
match breaks, or his fortune breaks. He has run his 
courses with the stream of the king's ways ; but now he 
goeth cross-way, he may soon lose his own w*y." 

If your grace go hot now constantly on for religion, 
and round dealing with Spain, men will either think they 

1 Arthur Chichester, baron of Belfast, who had been rttade lord deputy of 
Ireland in 1604. 

* Olirer St. John, YiscotmtGrahdison, made lord depnty of Ireland is Au- 
g*»t, X616. 
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were mistaken in you, or that you are brought about ; of 
that your will is good, but you have no power. 

Your grace hath a great party against you, and a good 
rough way. The Spaniards hate you : the papists little 
better. In the opinion of the people, you are green, and % 
not yet at a gage. Particulars are, for the most part, 
discontented friends or reconciled enemies : and that nic6 
dividing between ihe sol orient and Occident. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I desire in this, which I now presume to write to 
your grace, to be understood, that my bow carrieth not 
so high, as to aim to advise touching any of the great 
affairs now on foot, and so to pass it to his majesty 
through your hands ; though it be true, that my good 
affection towards his majesty and the prince and the pub- 
lic is that which will last die in me ; and though I think 
also his majesty would take it but well, if having been 
that man I have been, my honest and loyal mind should 
sometimes feed upon those thoughts. But my level is no 
farther, but to do the part of a true friend, in advising 
yourself for your own greatness and safety ; although, 
even in this also, I assure myself I perform a good duty 
to the public service, unto which I reckon your standing 
and power to be a firm and sound pillar of support. 

First, therefore, my lord, call to mind oft, and consider 
duly, how infinitely your grace is bound to God in this 
one point, which I find to be a most rare piece, and 
wherein, either of ancient or late times, there are few ex- 
amples ; that is, that you are beloved so dearly, both by 
the king and the prince. You are not as a Lerma, or an 
Olivares, and many others the like, who have insinuated 
themselves into the favours of young princes, during the 
kings, their fathers, time, against the bent and inclination 
of the kings : but contrariwise, the king himself hath knit 
the knot of trust and favour between the prince and your 
grace, wherein you are not so much to take comfort in 
that you may seem to have two lives in your own great- 
ness, as in tins, that hereby you are enabled to be a noble 
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instrument for the service, contentment, and tiearfs-ease, 
both of father and son. For where there is so loving and 
indulgent a father, and so respective and obedient a son, 
and a faithful and worthy servant, interested in both tbeir 
favours upon all occasions, it cannot be but a comfort^ 
able house. This point your grace is principally to ac- 
knowledge and cherish* 

Next, that, which I should have placed first, save that 
the laying open of God's benefits is a good preparation 
to religion and godliness, your grace is to maintain your- 
self firm and constant in the way you have begun ; which 
is, in being, and shewing yourself to be, a true and sound 
Protestant. This is your soul's health. This is that you 
owe to God above, for his singular favours ; and this is 
that which hath brought you into the good opinion and 
good will of the realm in general. So that, as your case 
differeth, as I said, from the case of other favourites, in 
that you have both king and prince ; so in this, that you 
have also now the hearts of the best subjects, for I do toot 
love the word people, your case differeth from your own, 
as it stood before. And because I would have your tfe- 
ptitation in this point complete, let me advise you> that 
the name of Puritans in a Papist's mouth do not make, 
you to withdraw your favour from such as are honest and 
religious men; so that they be not so turbulent and fac- 
tious sprits, or adverse to the government of the Chufch, 
though they be traduced by that name. For of thfe 
kind is the greatest part of the body of the subjects; 
and besides, which is not to be forgotten, it is safest for 
the king and his service, that such men have their de- 
pendence upon your grace, who are entirely the king's, 
father than upon any other subject. 

For the Papists, it is not unknown to your grace, that 
you are not, at this time, much in their books. But be 
you like yourself ; and far be it from you, under a king 
and prince of that clemency, to be inclined to rigour * 
persecution. 

But three things must be looked unto ; the fir$t> that 
they be suppressed in any insolency, which may t&kd 
dther to disquiet the civil estate, or scandalise our Chttreh 
ito fact ; for otherwise, aQ thei* doctrine doth it in ejri- 
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nion. The second, that there be an end, or limit, of 
those graces, which shall be thought fit for them, and 
that there be not every day new demands hearkened to. 
The third, that for those cases and graces, which they 
have received, or shall receive, of the state, the thanks go 
the right way ; that is, to the king and prince, and not 
to any foreigner. For this is certain, that if they ac- 
knowledge them from the state, they may perhaps sit 
down when they are well. But if they have a depend- 
ence upon a foreigner, there will be no end of their grow- 
ing desires and hopes. And in this point also, your 
lordship's wisdom and moderation may do much good. 

For the match with Spain, it is too great and dark a 
business for me to judge of. But as it hath relation to 
concern yourself, I will, as in the rest, deal freely with 
your grace. 

My lord, you owe, in this matter, two debts to the 
king : the one, that, if in your conscience and judgment 
you be persuaded it be dangerous and prejudicial to him 
and his kingdoms, you deliver your soul, and in the free- 
dom of a faithful counsellor, joined with the humbleness 
of a dutiful servant, you declare yourself accordingly, 
and shew your reasons. The other, that if the king in 
his high judgment, or the prince in his settled affection, 
be resolved to have it go on, that then you move in their 
orb, as far as they shall lay it upon you. But mean while, 
let me tell your grace, that I am not of the general opi- 
nion abroad, that the match must break, or else my lord 
of Buckingham's fortune must break. I am of another 
opinion ; and yet perhaps it will be hard to make you 
believe it, because both sides will persuade you to the 
contrary. For they that would not have it go on will 
work upon that conceit, to make you oppose it more 
strongly. They that would have it go on will do the 
game, to make you take up betimes, and come about. 
But I having good affiance in your grace's judgment, 
will tell you my reasons why I thus think, and so 
leave it. If the match should go on, and put case against 
your counsel and opinion, doth any man think, that so 
profound a king, and so well seen in the science of reign- 
ing, and so understanding a prince, will ever suffer tl 
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whole sway of affairs and greatness to go that way ? 
And, if not, who should be a fitter person to keep the 
balance even than your grace, whom the king and prince 
know to be so intirely their own, and have found so nobly 
independent upon any other ? Surely my opinion is, you 
are likely to be greater by counterpoise against the 
Spanish dependence, than you will by concurrence. And 
therefore, in God's name, do your duty faithfully and 
wisely ; for behaving yourself well otherwise, as I know 
you will, your fortune is like to be well either way. 

For that excellent lady, whose fortune is so distant 
from her merits and virtue, the queen of Bohemia, your 
grace, being as it were the first-born or prime man of the 
king's creatures, must in consequence owe the most to 
his children and generations ; whereof I know your noble 
heart hath far greater sense than any man's words can 
infuse into you. And therefore whatsoever liveth within 
the compass of your duty, and of possibility, will no doubt 
spring from you out of that fountain. 

It is open to every man's discourse, that there are but 
two ways for the restitution of the Palatinate, treaty and 
arms. It is good, therefore, to consider of the middle 
acts, which may make either of these ways desperate, to 
the end they may be avoided in that way which shall be= 
chosen. If no match, either this with Spain, or perhaps 
some other with Austria, no restitution by treaty. If the^- 
Dutch, either be rubied, or grow to a peace, of them — 
selves, with Spain, no restitution by war. 

But these things your grace understandeth far bette: 
than myself. And, as I said before, the points of state 
I aim not at farther, than they may concern your grace, 
to whom, while I live, and shall find it acceptable to you, 
I shall ever be ready to give the tribute of a true frienrf 
and servant, and shall always think my counsels given 
you happy, if you shall pardon them, when they are free, 
and follow them, when they are good. God preserve and 
prosper you. 
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TO THE DURE OP BUCKINGHAM 1 . 

KXCELLMT I0SD, 

There is a suit, whereimto I may, as it were, claim 
kindred, and which may be of credit and profit onto 
me ; and it is an old arrear, which is called upon, from 
Sir Nicolas Bacon, my eldest brother. It may be worth 
to me perhaps two thousand pounds ; and yet I may 
deal kindly with my brother, and also reward liberally, 
as I mean to do, the officers of the Exchequer, which 
have brought it to light. Good my lord, obtain it of the 
king, and be earnest in it for me. It will acquit the king 
somewhat of his promise, that he would have care of my 
wants ; for hitherto, since my misfortunes, I have tasted 
of his majesty's mercy, but not of his bounty. But your 
lordship may be pleased in this, to clear the coast with 
my lord treasurer ; else there it will have a stop. I am 
almost at last cast for means ; and yet it grieveth me 
most, that at such a time as this I should not be rather 
serviceable to your grace, than troublesome. 

God preserve and prosper your grace. 

Your Grace's most obliged and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
ThU 23d of January, 1623. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD \ 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

Let me be an humble suitor to your lordship, for 
your noble favour. I would be glad to receive my writ 
this parliament *, that I may not die in dishonour ; but 
by no means, except it should be with the love and consent 
of my lords to re-admit me, if their lordships vouchsafe 
to think me worthy of their company ; or if they think 
that which I have suffered now these three years, in loss 
of place, in loss of means, and in loss of liberty for a great 
time, to be a sufficient expiation for my faults, whereby 

1 The duke's answer to this letter, dated at Newmarket, |the 28th of 
January, 1623, is printed in Vol. V. 

■ Henry Vere, who died in 1625. He was lord great chamberlain of 
England. 

* That met February 19, 1623, and was prorogued May 29, 1624. 
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I may now seem in their eyes to be a fit subject of their 
grace, as I have been before of their justice. My good 
lord, the good, which the commonwealth might reap of 
say suffering, is already inned. Justice is done ; an ex- 
ample is made for reformation ; the authority of the house 
for judicature is established. There can be no farther 
ose of my misery; perhaps some little may be of my 
service ; for* I hope I shall be found a man humbled as 
a Christian, though not dejected as a worldling. I have 
great opinion of your lordship's power, and great hope, 
for many reasons, of your favour ; which if I fcnay obtain, 
X can say no more but nobleness is ever requited in itself; 
and God, whose special favour in my afflictions I have 
manifestly found to my comfort, will, I trust, be my pay- 
master of that, which cannot be requited by 

Your Lordship's affectionate humble Servant, etc* 
Indorsed, February 3, 1623. 



TO SIR FRANCIS BARNHAM 1 . 

GOOD COUSIN, 

Upon a little searching, made touching the patents of 
the survey of coals, I find matter not only to acquit my- 
self, but likewise to do myself much right. 

Any reference to me, or any certificate of mine, I find 
not. Neither is it very likely I made any ; for that, when 
it came to the great seal, I stayed it. I did not only 
stay it, but brought it before the council-table, as not 
willing to pass it, except their lordships allowed it. The 
lords gave hearing to the business, I remember, itfro 
Several days; and in the end disallowed it, attd com- 
tttettded my care and circumspection, and ordered, that 
it should continue stayed ; and so it did all my timfe. 

About a twelvemonth since, my lord duke of Leno*, 
hbw deceased % wrote to me to have the privy seal ; which, 
though I respected his lordship much, I refused to deliver 
to hffia, but was content to put it into the right hand ; 

1 He appears to be a relation of his lordship's lady, who Was daughter of 
Benedict Barnham, Esq. alderman of the city of London. fiHr Fnottis was 
appointed by his lordship one of the executors of his last will. 

9 He died suddenly, February 19, 1613-4. 
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that is, to send it to my lord keeper \ giving knowledge 
how it had been stayed. My lord keeper received it by 
mine own servant, writeth back to me, acknowledging 
the receipt, afrd adding, thfct he would lay it aside until 
his lordship heard farther from my lord steward \ and 
the rest of the lords. Whether this first prfvy seal wart 
to tfcte great seal, or that it went about &giafa> I fctiow Ik* : 
but rill ttry part is, that I have related. I ever rart 

¥ortr faithful friend and Cousin, 

FR. St. ALBAN. 

March 14, 1603. 

TO THE tiUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MY LORD, 

I am now full three years old in misery : neither hiath 
there been any thing done for me, whereby I might die 
out of ignominy^ or live out of want* But now that your 
grace, God's name be praised for it, hath recovered your 
health, and are come to the court, and the parliament 
business hath also intermission, I firmly hope your grace 
will deal with his majesty, that, as I haVe tasted of his 
mercy, I may also taste of his bounty. Youjr grac^ I 
know, for a business of a private man, cannot win your- 
self more honour ; and I hope I shall yet live to do yoti 
service. For my fortune hath, I thank God, made nb 
alteration in my mind, but to die better* I eVer rait 
humbly 

Your Grace's most obliged and fardifol Servant^ 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

If I may know, by two or three words from your grace, 
that you will set in for me, I will propound somewhat 
that shall be modest, and leave it to your grace, whether 
you will move his majesty yourself, or recommend it by 
soine of your lordship's friends, that wish me weU ; [[as 
my lord of Arundel, or Secretary Conway, or M?. Jaotfs 
MaxwcUl^ 3 

1 See his letter to lord St. Alban, of February ?, 1625. 

* James, marquis of Hamilton, who died March 2, 1624-5. 

' The words included in brackets have a line drawn after them. 
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TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I understand, by Sir John Suckling, that he attended 
yesterday at Greenwich, hoping, according to your grace's 
appointment, to have found you there, and to have re- 
ceived your grace's pleasure touching my suit, but missed 
of you : and this day he sitteth upon the subsidy at 
Brentford, and shall not be at court this week : which 
causeth me to use these few lines, to hear from your grace, 
I hope, to my comfort : humbly praying pardon, if I 
number thus the days, that misery should exceed modesty. 
I ever rest 

Your Grace's most faithful and obliged Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

June SO, 1694. 



TO SIR RICHARD WESTON, CHANCELLOR OF THE 

EXCHEQUER. 

MR. CHANCELLOR, 

This way, by Mr. Myn, besides a number of little 
difficulties it hath, amounteth to this, that I shall pay 
interest for mine own money. Besides, I must confess, 
I cannot bow my mind to be a suitor, much less a shifter, 
for that means, which I enjoy by his majesty's grace and 
bounty. And therefore I am rather ashamed of that I 
have done, than minded to go forward. So that I leave 
it to yourself, what you think fit to bp done in your honour 
and my case, resting 

Your very loving Friend, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

Loudon, this 7th of July, 1624. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

Now that your grace hath the king private, and at 
better leisure, the noise of soldiers, ambassadors, parlia- 
ments, a little ceasing, I hope you will remember your 
servant ; for at so good a time *, and after so long a time, 

1 This seems to refer to the anniversary thanksgiving-day for the king's 
delivery from the Go wry conspiracy, on the 5th of August, 1600. 
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to forget him, were almost to forsake him. But, howso- 
ever, I shall still remain 

Yonr Grace's roost obliged and faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

I am bold to put into my good friend, Sir Tobie 
Matthew's hand, a copy of my petition, which your grace 
had sent to Sir John Suckling. 

Indorsed, August, 1634. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 

EXCELLENT LORD, 

I am infinitely bound to your grace for your late fa- 
vours. I send your grace a copy of your letter, signifying 
his majesty's pleasure, and of the petition. The course, 
I take it, must be, to make a warrant for the execution 
of the same, by way of reference to Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and Mr. Attorney 1 . I most humbly pray 
your grace* likewise, to prostrate me at his majesty's feet, 
with most humble thanks for the grant of my petition, 
whose sweet presence since I discontinued, methinks I am 
neither amongst the living, nor amongst the dead. 

I cannot but likewise gratulate his majesty on the 
extreme prosperous success of his business, since this time 
twelvemonth. I know I speak it in a dangerous time ; 
because the die of the Low-Countries is upon the throw. 
But yet that is all one. For if it should be a blow, which 
I hope in God it shall not, yet it would have been ten 
times worse, if former courses had not b$en taken. But 
this is the raving of an hot ague. 

God evermore bless his majesty's person and designs, 
and likewise make your grace a spectacle of prosperity, 
as you have hitherto been. 

Yonr Grace's most faithful and obliged, and by you revived Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 
Grey's Inn, 9th of October, 1624. 

1 Sir Thomas Coventry. 
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TO THE CHANCELLOR OP THE DUCHY 1 , SIR HUMPHREY 

MAY. 



GOOD MR. CHANCELLOR, 



I do approve very well of your forbearance to move 
my suite, in regard the duke's return 2 is so near at hand, 
which I thought would have been a longer matter ; and 
I imagine there is a gratiastitium till he come. I do not 
doubt but you shall find his grace nobly disposed. The 
last time you spake with him about me, I remember you 
sent me word, he thanked you for being so forward for 
me. Yet I could wish, that you took some occasion to 
speak with him, generally to my advantage, before you 
move to him any particular suit ; and to let me know 
how you find him. 

My lord treasurer sent me a good answer touching 
my monies. I pray you continue to quicken him, that 
the king may once clear with me. A fire of old wood 
needeth no blowing ; but old men do. I ever rest 

Yours to do yon service. 



Consultations in Parliament anno 1 Caroli Regis, at West — 

minster, anno Domini 1625 3 . 

[Found among Lord Bacon's Papers.] 

The consultations now in parliament may be regulated 
into these four heads following. 

1 This letter is indorsed, 1625. 

* From Paris, whither the duke of Buckingham went in May, 1625, to 
conduct the new queen to England. 

* This parliament met on the 18th of June, and was dissolved August 12? 
1625. 
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1. What it was; and how far the introUus et exilus 

there ordered. Vide my book of a medium for ten yean 

before primo Jacobi regis, 

2. f 

Lands ; 

Customs and impositions ; 

Casualties. 



What now it is in 
clear revenue, 
either by 



1. 
The state of the 
king in the con-< 
staat revenue of 
his crown. 



t 



3. 
The means how< 
it is abated by 



2. 
The condition 
of the subjecting 
his freedom and 
fortune. 



1. 
Formerly in 



3. 
The employ- 
mentorwasteo^ 
treasure* 



Gifts of land, ex mero motu, and no 
valuable consideration. 

This may be revoked. 

Grants of pensions, now £120,000. be- 
fore but ,£18,000. Good times have 
resumed them upon necessity. 

Increase of household, from £ 15,000 
to £80,000. 

The purveyors more, and the tables 
less furnished than formerly. 

Fruitless ambassages with larger al- 
lowance than formerly. To reduce them 
to the ordinary of the late queen. 

Treble increase of the prh y purse. 
Double increase of the treasury of the 
chamber and great wardrobe. In all, 
by not using the best course of assign- 
ments, whereby the creditor is delayed 
in his payment, and the king surcharged 
in the price. 

The exchequer-man making his best 
^profit from the king's wants. 

' Subsidies and fifteenths, spent only in 

defence of the states, or aid of our 

allies. 

Tonnage and poundage employed in 
rormeriy in i d J the geag# Lo|mg fawl J and 

taxes by parhaO * hat employed cntirel y tbr ^ ^ nblic# 

ment * Imposition by prerogative of old cus- 

tom, rated easily bv the book of rates, 
Jf any, either limited to t ime or measure. 

Custom enhanced by the new books of 
rates. Impositions and monopolies mul- 
tiplied ; and this settled to continue by 
grants. 

Tonnage and poundage levied, though 
no act of parliaawnft, nor the seas guard- 
ed. The times, the ways, and the per- 
^sons, that induce these . 

What sums have been granted for the 
defence of the state these last three 
years. 
How in particular spent and where. 

1. The council of 
war appointed by par- 
_„ _. liament. 

as' by direction^ 2. By full order of 
of I the council. 

3. By any other than 
L those, and by whom. 

{How many andO 1. The Palatinate, 
when transport- j t . Count Mansfield, 
ed, or employed,} 3. Land soldiers in 
as to (.thelastfc; , 



2. 
Now in 



< 



r 1. 

Public treasure* 
is to be examin- 
ed. 



By what advice, 



«. 
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r 4. 

Our own. 



In ships and mu-^ 
nition of 



< 



5. 
Strangers, as 
prize. 



The design, where 
they were sent. 

The conncil, that di- 
rected it. 

The success of the 
action, and the return 
of the persons in num- 
ber, and the loss. 

r The number and quantity employed 
severally. 

The manner of imbarking these ships, , 
and what prejudice and discouragement 
■< of trade. 

The conncil, that directed such em- 
ployments. 

The several successes, as at Argier, 
and Cadiz. 

Hired by contract to 
serve, and how used : or 

Taken as prize : if so, 

How then delivered and 
dealt withal in the course 
of justice. 

What success hath fol- 
lowed upon injustice done 
them : as the arrest of our 
goods in France and Ger- 
many, whereby our goods 
6. | are at a stand for vent. 

Allies. \ The number and true va- 
lue of the goods. 

The account made to bis 

majesty or his officers for it. 

1. By whom 



7. 
Enemies. 



The dis- 
missing and 
discharging 
of any of< 
them and 
the goods, 
namely, 



v. 



the direction. 

2. The pre- 
tence. 

3. The value 
of the goods. 

4. The place 
whither they 

^went. 



Under this head will fall the complaint of Dover. 



r 



1. 
How formerly^ 
we stood. 



A nation feared, renowned, victorious. 

It made the Netherlands there a state 
when it was none. 

Recovered Henry IV. of France's 
kingdom, when he had nothing left but 
the town of Dieppe. 

Conquered the invincible navy of 
•Spain in 1588. 

Took towns in Portugal in the year 
following, and marched 100 miles upon 
the firm land. 

Fired, or brought away, the Spanish 
navy before Cadiz, and sacked the town. 

Took the Spanish ships daily, and 
spoiled the Port-Towns of the West-In- 
dies, never losing but one ship during all 
the Spanish wars. 

Reduced the ambition of that king for 
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a fifth monarchy to so low an ebb, that 
in one year he paid 2500 millions of du- 
cats for interest, so as after he was in- 
forced to beg treaties of peace, in low 
terms, at the last queen regent's hand. 

A carriage and readiness in the peo- 
ple to assist their sovereign in their 
„ purse and person. 

{A wisdom and gravity of council, who 
ordered nothing but by public debate, 
and then assisted by the military pro- 
fessors, either by land or sea, of the best 
repute, and such only employed. 



4. 

Honour of the 
king and state, 
which, as in all< 
other, consists 
more in fama 
than ci. 



3. 
In what con-<! 
dition. 



4. 
Loss in repu- 
tation by the ill"* 
success. 



Condition we 
now stand by. 



The reasons. 



< 



In the voyage of Al- 
gier. 

In the Palatinate. 

In thcjourney with 
Mansfield. 

In this last to Ca- 
^diz 1 . 

The unchearfulness 
we have either to ad- 
venture onr purses or 
goods, occasioned by 
a distrust we have of 
the successes. 

The want of the like 
courses and counsels, 
that were formerly 
used. 

I could wish, that for every of these four heads there 
were a particular committee to examine an apt report for 
the houses ; and the houses, upon every report, to put it- 
self into a Committee of the whole assembly ; and after a 
fall and deliberate debate, to order a model, or form, for 
a conference with the lords :• and so, together, humbly to 
present unto his majesty a remonstrance of their labour ; 
offering withal a serious consultation and debate amongst 
themselves for the finding out the fittest manner both for 
the defence of the state and our allies, reformation of 
the errors, and a constant way to raise such supplies of 
money and necessaries, as may enable his majesty to pro- 
ceed chearfiilly, and I hope assuredly, in this his glorious 
action, r not only for himself and the state, but for all that 
profess the same religion, and are like to be overwhelmed 
in the ambition of the Spanish monarchy. 



VOL. VI. 



1 In October, 1635. 
£ E 
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TO SIR ROBERT PYE. 

Let me intreat you to dispatch that warrant of a petty 
sum, that it may help to bear my charge of coming up ' 
to London. The duke, you know, loveth me, and my 
lord treasurer 1 standeth now towards me in very good 
affection and respect 3 . You that are the third person in 
these businesses, I assure myself, will not be wanting ; 
for yon have professed and shewed, ever since I lost the 
seal, your good will towards me. I rest 

Your add c lion ate and assured Friend, etc 
Indorsed, 
To Sir Robert Pye. Gor. 1625. 



TO THE EARL OF DORSET 4 . 

This gentleman, the bearer hereof, Mr. ColJes by 
name, is my neighbour. He is commended for a civil 
young man. I think he wanteth no metal, but he is 
peaceable. It was his hap to fall out with Mr. Matthew 
Francis, serjeant at arms, about a toy ; the one affirming, 
that a hare was fair killed, and the other foul. Wori 
multiplied, and some blows passed on either side. But 
since the first falling out, the serjeant hath used towards 
him divers threats and affronts ; and, which is a point of 
danger, sent to him a letter of challenge : hut Mr. Colles, 
doubting the contents of the letter, refused to receive it 
Motions have been nude also of reconcilement, or of 
reference to some gentlemen of the country not partial : 
but the serjeant hath refused all, and now, at last, suetb 
him in the earl marshal's court. The gentleman saith, 

' From Gorhambury. 

' Sir James Lord Ley, advanced from the post of lord chief justice of Is* 
King's Bench, on the 20t|i of December, \6'2*, to that of lord treasurer; s»» 
created curl of Marlborough oil the aih of February, 16S5-6. 

1 His lordship had not been always in that disposition towards the iorii 
viscount Si. Albaii ; for the latter, in a letter to this lord treasurer, severer* 
expostulated with him about his unkttidness and injustice. 

' Sir Edward Sarkville succeeded lo that title on the death of bis brothrt 
Richard, March IB, 1694. 
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be distrusted* not his cause upon the hearing ; but would 
be glad to avoid restraint, or long and chargeable at- 
tendance. Let me therefore pray your good lordship to 
more the noble earl * in that kind, to carry a favourable 
hand towards him, such as may stand with justice and 
the order of that court. I ever rest 

Yonr Lordship's faithful Friend and Servant. 
Indorsed, 

To E. Dorset Gov. 1625. 



/ 



SIR THOMAS COVENTRY, ATTORNEY-GENERAL, TO THE 

LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALBAN. 

MY VERY GOOD LORD, 

I received from your lordship two letters, the one of 
the 23d, the other of the 28th of this month. To the 
former I do assure your lordship I have not heard any 
thing of any suits or motion, either touching the reversion 
of your honours, or the rent of your farm of petty writs ; 
and, if I had heard any thing thereof, I would not have 
been unmindful of that caveat, which heretofore you gave 
in by former letters, nor slack to do you the best service 
I might. 

The debt of Sir Nicholas Bacon resteth as it did ; for 
in the latter end of king James's time, it exhibited a 
quo warranto in the Exchequer, touching that liberty, 
against Sir Nicholas, which abated by his death ; then 
another against Sir Edmund, which by the demise of the 
Ving, and by reason of the adjournment of the late term, 
hath had no farther proceeding, but that day is giren 
to plead. 

Concerning your other letter, I humbly thank your 
lordship ibr your favourable and good wishes to me, 
though I, knowing my own unaptness to so great an 
employment 1 , should be most heartily glad, if his majesty 
had, of yet would choose, a mam of more merit. But, if 
otherwise, humbleness and submission becomes the ser- 
vant, and to stand in that static* where hi* majesty will 

1 Arandel, earl marshal. 

1 That of the great seal, of which &iv Taoaaa Coteatry wto three dttft 
after made lord keeper, on the 1st of If of tuber, tftff. 

E £ 2 
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have him. But as for the request you make for your 
servant, though I protest I am not yet engaged by pro- 
mine to any, because I hold it too much boldness towards 
my master, and discourtesy towards my lord keeper ' to 
dispose of places, while he had the seal : yet in respect I 
have some servants, and some of my kindred, apt for the 
place you write of, and have been already so much im- 
portuned by noble persons, when I lately was with his 
majesty at Salisbury, as it will be hard for me to give 
them all denial ; I ant not able to discern how I can 
accommodate your servant ; though for your sake, and 
iu respect of the former knowledge myself have had of 
the merit and worth of the gentleman, I should be most 
ready and willing to perform your desire, if it were in 
my power. And so, with remembrance of my service to 
your lordship, I remain, 

At your Lordship's ciinimandiiient, 

THO. COVENTRY. 

Kingsbury, October 59, 1625. 

To the right honourable and my very good lord the viscount 
St. Alban. 



TO MR. ROGER PALMER. 



I thank God, by means of the sweet air of the country 
I have obtained some degree of health. Sending to the 
court, I thought I would salute you : and I would be 
glad, in tliis solitary time and place, to hear a b'ttle from 
you how the world goeth, according to your friendly 
manner heretofore. 

Fare ye well most heartily. 

Your very an'cctiouate anil assured friend, 

FR. ST. ALBAX. 

Gorhambury, Oct. '29, 1625. 



TO THE DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 



[ could not but signify unto your grace my rejoicing, 



1 Bishop Williams, who bad resigned the great seal, a 
1635, to Sir John Suckling, who brought his majesty's 
dated at Salisbury on the 23d of that month. 
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that God hath sent your grace a son and heir 1 , and that 
you are fortunate as well in your house, as in the state 
of the kingdom. These blessings come from God ; as I 
do not doubt but your grace doth, with all thankfulness, 
acknowledge, vowing to him your service. Myself, I 
praise his divine majesty, have gotten some step into 
health. My wants are great ; but yet I want not a desire 
to do your grace service : and I marvel, that your grace 
should think to pull down the monarchy of Spain without 
my good help. Your grace will give me leave to be merry, 
however the world goeth with me. I ever rest 

Your Grace's most faithful and obliged Servant, etc. 

I wish your grace a good new year. 



TO SIR HUMPHREY MAY, CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY 

OF LANCASTER. 

GOOD MR. CHANCELLOR, 

I did wonder what was become of you, and was very 
glad to hear you were come to court ; which, methinks, 
as the times go, should miss you as well as I. 

I send you another letter, which I wrote to you of an 
old date, to avoid repetition ; and I continue my request 
then to you, to sound the duke of Buckingham's good 
affection towards me, before you do move him in the par- 
ticular petition. Only the present occasion doth invite 
me to desire, that his grace would procure me a pardon 
of the king of the whole sentence. My writ for parlia- 
ment I have now had twice before the time, and that 
without any express restraint not to use it. It is true, 
that I shall not be able, in respect of my health, to attend 
in parliament ; but yet I might make a proxy. Time 
hath turned envy to pity ; and I have a long cleansing 
week of five years expectation and more. Sir John Bennet 
hath his pardon ; and my lord of Somerset hath his pardon, 
and, they say, shall sit in parliament. My lord of Suffolk 

1 Born November 17, 1625, and named Charles. Diary of the Life of 
Archbishop Laud, published by Mr. Wharton, p. 24. This son of the duke 
died the 16th of March, 1636*7. Ibid. p. 40. 
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cometh to parliament, though not to council I hope I 
deserve not to be the only outcast. 
God keep you. I ever rest 

Your most affectionate Friend to do yon aervict. 

I wish you a good new year. 

Indorsed, 

To the chancellor of the Duchy. Gov. 1625. 



TO THE MARQUIS d'eFFIAT, THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR. 

MONS» l'AMBASSADEUR, MOM FILS, 

Vous scavez que le commencement est la moitie du 
fait. Voyla pourquoy je vous ay escrit ce petit mot de 
lettre, vous priant de vous souvenir de vostre noble pro- 
messe de me mettre en la bonne grace de nostre tres- 
excellente Royne, & m'en faire recevoir quelque gracieuse 
demonstration. Vostre Excellence prendra aussi, s'il 
vous plaist, quelque occasion de prescher un peu a mon 
avantage en ToreUle du Due de Buckingham en general. 
Dieu vous ayt en sa saincte garde. 

Vostre tres-affectionn6 et tres humble Servitenr, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

January 18, 1625. 



The following letters, wanting both date and circumstances 
to determine such dates, are placed here together. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER 1 . 

IT MAY PLEASB YOUR HONOURABLE LORDSHIP, 

I account myself much bound to your lordship for 
your favour shewed to Mr. Higgins upon my commen- 
dations about Pawlet's wardship; the effect of which 
your lordship's favour, though it hath been intercepted 
by my lord deputy's suit, yet the signification remains : 
and I must in all reason consent and acknowledge, that 
your lordship had as just and good cause to satisfy my 
lord deputy's request, as I did think it unlikely, that my 
lord would have been suitor for so mean a matter. 

1 From the original draught in the library of Queen's college, Oxford, 
Arch. D. 2. 
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So this being to none other end but to give your lordship 
humble thanks for your intended favour, I commend your 
lordririp to the preservation of the Divine Majesty. 

Pn*r Gf*y'* tan. 



TO SIR FRANCIS VERB 1 . 



S1B< 



I am to recommend to your favour one Mr. John Ashe, 
as to serve under you, as agent of your company : whose 
desire how much I do affect, you may perceive if it be 
but in this, that myself being no further interested in you, 
by acquaintance or deserving, yet have intruded myself 
into this commendation ; which, if it shall take place, I 
shall by so much the more find cause to take it kindly, 
by how touch I find less cause in myself to take upon me 
the part of a mover or eommender towards you, whom 
nevertheless I will not so far estrange myself from, but 
that in a general or mutual respect, incident to persons 
of our qualities and service, and not without particular 
inducements of friendship, I might, without breaking 
decorum, offer to you a request of this nature, the rather 
honouring you so much for your virtues, I would gladly 
take occasion to be beholden to you ; yet no more gladly 
than to have occasion to do you any good office. And 
ao this being to no other end, I commend you to God's 
goodness. 

Front n$ chamber *t the 



TO MR. CAWFEILDE*, 



MR, 



I made full account to have seen you here this read- 
mgy but your neither coming nor sending the intern as 
yo» undertook, I may perceive 1 of a wonder. And you 
know super mirari c&perunt philosophari. The re* 
demptkm of both these consisteth in the vouchsafing of 
yma coming up now, as soon as you conveniently can ; 

* « 

1 From the original draught in the library of Queen's college, Oxford, 
Arch. D. S. 

9 Id. Ibid. ■ Query whether perceive. 
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for now is the time of conference and counsel. Besides, 
if the course of the court be held super interrogat. 
jud'tcis, then must the interr. be ready ere the commission 
be sealed ; and if the commission proceed not forthwith, 
then will it be caught hold of for further delay. I will 
not, by way of admittance, desire you to send with all 
speed the interr. because I presume much of your coming, 
which I hold necessary; and accordingly, pro more 
amicitia;, I desire you earnestly to have regard both of the 
matter itself, and my so conceiving. And so, etc. 

Your Friend particularly. 



TO MY LORD MONTJOYE'. 



Finding by my last going to my lodge at Twickenham, 
and tossing over my papers, somewhat that I thought 
might like you, I had neither leisure to perfect them, 
nor the patience to expect leisure ; so desirous I was to 
make demonstration of my honour and love towards you, 
and to increase your good love towards me. And I would 
not have your lordship conceive, though it be my manner 
and rule to keep state in contemplative matters, ' si quis 
venerit nomine suo, eum recipietis,' that I think so well 
of the collection as I seem to do : and yet I dare not 
take too much from it, because I have chosen to dedicate 
it to yon. To be short, it is the honour I can do to you 
at tliis time. And so I commend me to your love and 
honourable friendship. 



TO KING JAMES I. 



Thinking often, as I ought, of your majesty's virtue 
and fortune, I do observe, not without admiration, that 
those civil acts of sovereignty, which are of the greatest 
merit, and therefore of truest glory , are by the providence 
of God manifestly put into your hands, as a chosen vessel 
to receive from God, and an excellent instrument to work 
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amongst men the best and noblest things. The highest 
degree of sovereign honour is to be founder of a kingdom 
or estate ; for, as in the acts of God, the creation is more 
than the conservation ; and as among men, the birth-day 
is accounted the chiefest of the days of life ; so, to found 
a kingdom is more worthy, than to augment, or to ad- 
minister the same. And this is an honour that no man 
can take from your majesty, that the day of your coming 
to the crown of England was as the birth-day of the 
kingdom intire Britain. 

The next degree of sovereign honour is the plantation 
of a country or territory, and the reduction of a nation, 
from waste soil and barbarous manners, to a civil popu- 
lation. And in this kind also your majesty hath made a 
fair and prosperous beginning in your realm of Ireland. 

The third eminent act of sovereignty, is to be a law- 
giver, whereof he speaketh, 

' Pace data terris, animum ad civilia vertit 
Jura suum, legesque tulit justissimus author; 

And another saith, " Ecquid est, quod tarn proprie dici 
potest actum ejus, qui togatus in republica cum potentate 
miperioque versatur, quam lex ? Quaere acta Gracchi ; 
leges Semproniae proferentur: quaere Sylke, Cornells 
qmd ? Cneii Pompeii tertius consulatus in quibus actis 
comistit ? Nempe legibus. A Caesare ipso si quaereres 
qnidnam egisset in urbe et toga; leges multas se re- 
spondeat et praclaras tulisse." 



TO THE KING. 

IT MAY PLEASE YOCK MAJEfTY, 

A ftol heart is like a full pen : it can hardly make 
any distinguished wort The more I look upon my own 
weakness, the more I must magnify your favour* ; and 
the mote I behold your (Savours, the more I must consider 
mine own weakness. This is my hope, that God, who 
hath moved your heart to favour me, wiD write your 
service in my heart Two things I may promise ; for, 
though they be not mine own, yet they are surer than 
mine own, because they are God'a gift* ; that is, integrity 
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and industry. And thateford, whensoever I shall make 
my account to you, I shall do it in these words, ecce tibi 
lucrtfeci, and not ecce miM lucrifeci* And for industry, 
I shall take to me, in this procuration, not Martha's part, 
to he busied in many things, but Mary's part, which is 
to intend your service ; fo* the less my abilities are, the 
more they ought to be contracted ad um*m* For the 
present, I humbly pray your majesty to accept my most 
humble thanks and vows as the forerunners of your ser- 
vice, which I shall always perform with a faithful heart. 

* Tonr Mttjt*ty*8 most Obedient Servant, 

M. BACON. 



TO TH& KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MJUEftTTf. 

The humble petition of the Lord Veruljm, Viscount 

St, Alb an. 

That whereas your supplicant, for reward of full 
sixteen years service in the painfullest places of your 
kingdom, how acceptable or useful, he appealeth to your 
majesty's gracious remembrance, had of your maje&tya 
gf Acious bounty two grants, both under the great seal 
of England ; the one a pension of 1200/. the ether a 
farm of the petty writs, about 600/. per annum in vador y 
which was< long since assigned to your supplicant's wife's 
friends in trust for her maintenance : which two grants 
are now the substance of your supplicant's and his wife » 
means, and the only remains of your majesty's former 
favours, except his dignities, which without means are but 
burdens to his fortunes : 

So it is, most gracious sovereign, that both these are 
now taken from him; the pension stopped, the l&se 
seized, the pension being, at this present, ifc arreaar 500/* 
and at Michaelmas 800/. is stopped, as he conceiveth, 
upon the general stop of pensions ; though he fcopeth a** 
autedly, that your majesty, that looketh with the graciou* 
eye of a king, and not the strict eye of an officer, Will 
bdbold his case as especial* if not singula]*. The latter 
wa» first seized for satisfaction of a private gentleman 
your supplicant unheard, and without any shadow of a 
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legal course* Since it hath been continued, in respect of 
a debt to your majesty for the arrear of rent upon the 
same farm, amounting to 1500/. But whereas jour 
majesty's fanners debtors for their rents, and other yon* 
debtors, h&Ve usually favours, sometimes of stalknent^ 
sometimes upon equity, if their farms decay, or at least 
when they are called upon, have days given, put in secu- 
rity, or the like ; your supplicant was never so much as 
sent to, no warnings to provide, no days given, but put 
out of possession suddenly by a private and peremptory 
warrant, without any spark of those favours used to the 
meanest subjects. So that now your supplicant having 
left little or no annual income, is in great extremity, 
having spread the remnant of Ws former fortunes fti 
jewels and plate, and the Kke, upon his poor creditors, 
having scarce left bread to himself and family. 

In tender consideration whereof, your supplicant, and 
overthrown servant, doth implore your majesty's grace 
and goodness felt by so many, known to aB, and whereof 
he cannot live to despair; first, in general, that your 
majesty will not suffer him, upon whose arm your princely 
arm hath so often been, when you presided in counsel, 
so near he was, and who hath borne your image in metal, 
but more in his heart, utterly to perish; or, which is 
worse, to live in his last days in an abject and sordid 
condition. Next, in particular, that your majesty would 
be graciously pleased to take present order to have the 
amrear of his pension paid, and likewise that for the future 
ii may be settled, that he be not at courtesy, nor to beg 
at that door, which is like enough to be shut against 
him. Secondly, that the possession of his wife's lease 
may be restored to her ; and this bit of arrear to your 
majesty, that you will be pleased to remit it, according 
to your majesty's gracious and pious promise, when you 
admitted him to you in the night of his troubles, which 
was, that you would not meddle with his estate, but to 
mend it fa* the restoring the possession, you shall re- 
move youv hand of arms ; in the remitting of the rent, 
you shall extend your hand of grace : and if he be not 
worthy of so much favour* as to have it released yet, that 
it jso&y be respited for some good tiaae, that he may make 
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somewhat of that his father left him, and keep himself 
out of want, in such sort, that your supplicant, that 
aspireth but to live to study, be not put to study to live. 
And he, according to his bounden duty, shall not intermit, 
as he ever hath done, to pray to God for your majesty's 
health and happiness. 

TO THE MAHQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

I hear yesterday was a day of very great honour to 
his majesty, which I do congratulate. I hope also his 
majesty may reap honour out of my adversity ; as he 
hath done strength out of my prosperity. His majesty 
knows best his own ways ; and for me to despair of him, 
were a sin not to be forgiven. I thank God I have over- 
come the bitterness of this cup by Christian resolution ; 
so that worldly matters are but mint and cumin. 

God ever preserve you. 

Indorsed, 

To my Lord Buckingham after my- troubles. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

I thought it my duty to take knowledge to his ma- 
jesty, from your lordship, by the inclosed, that, much to 
my comfort, I understand his majesty doth not forget me 
nor forsake me, but hath a gracious inclination to me, 
and taketh care of me ; and to thank his majesty for the 
same. I perceive, by some speech, that passed between 
your lordship and Mr. Meautys, that some wretched de- 
tractor hath told you, that it were strange I should be in 
debt : for that I could not but have received an hundred 
thousand pounds gift since I had the seal ; which is an 
abominable falsehood. Such tales as these made St. James 
say, that the ' tongue is a fire', and ' itself fired from 
hell', whither, when these tongues shall return, they will 
' beg a drop of water to cool them'. I praise God for 
it, I never took penny for any benefice or ecclesiastical 
Jiving; I never took penny for releasing any thing I 
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stopped at the seal ; I never took penny for any com- 
mission, or tilings of that nature ; I never shared with 
any servant for any second or inferior profit. My offences 
I have myself recorded, wherein I studied, as a good con- 
fessant, guiltiness, and not excuse ; and therefore I hope 
it leaves me fair to the king's grace, and will turn many 
mens hearts to me* 

As for my debts, I shewed them your lordship, when 
you saw the little house and the farm, besides a Utile 
wood or desert, which you saw not. 

If these things were not true, although the joys of the 
penitent be ^metimes mote than the joys of the innocent, 
I could not be as I am* 

God bless you, and reward you for your constant love 
to me* I rest, etc. 



Draught of a letter to the Marquis of Buckingham 

not sent 1 . 

MY LORD, 

I sat to myself, that your lordship hath forsaken me ; 
and I think I am one of the last, that findeth it, and in 
nothing more, than that twice at London your lordship 
would not vouchsafe to see me, though the latter time I 
begged it of you. If your lordship lack any justification 
about York-house, good my lord, think of it better ; for 
I assure your lordship, that motion to me was to me as 
a second sentence ; for I conceived it sentenced me to 
the loss of that, which I thought was saved from the 
former sentence, which is your love and favour. But 
sure it could not be that pelting matter, but the being 
out of sight, out of use, and the ill offices dime me, per- 
haps, by such as have your ear. Thus I think, and thus 
I speak; for I am for enough from any baseness or de- 
tracting, but shall ever love and honour you, howsoever 
I be 

Your forsaken Friend and freed Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 

1 Among lord Bacon 1 ! printed letters, is one without a date, in which he 
complains, as in this, that he, 4 being twice now in London* the maronis 
* did not ▼oacmmfe to see him'. 



■ 
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TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 



It is in ran to cure the accidents of a disease, except 
the cause be found and removed. I know adversity is 
apprehensive ; but I fear it ia too true, that now I have 
lost honour, power, profit and liberty; I have, in the 
end, lost that, which, to me, was more dear than all the 
rest, which is my friend. A change there is apparent 
and great ; and nothing is more sure, than that nothing 
hath proceeded from and since my troubles, either towards 
your lordship or towards the world, which hath made me 
unworthy of your undeserved favours or undesired pro- 
mises. Good my lord, deal so nobly with me, as to let 
me know, whether I stand upright in your favour, that 
either I may enjoy my wonted comfort, or see my griefs 
together, that I may the better order them ; though, if 
your lordship should never think more of me, yet your 
former favours should bind me to be 

Your Lordship's mast obliged mid faithful Servant, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



TO THE MARQUIS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

This extreme winter hath turned, with me, a weakness 
of body into a state that I cannot call health, but rather 
sickness, and that more dangerous than felt, as whereby 
I am not likely to be able to wait upon your lordship, as 
I desired, your lordship being the person, of whom I 
promise myself more almost than of any other ; and, 
again, to whom, in all loving affection, I desire no less to 
approve myself a true friend and servant. My desire to 
your lordship is to admit this gentleman, my kinsman and 
approved friend, to explain to you my business, whereby 
to save further length of letter, or the trouble of your 
lordship's writing back. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTBEW, 

The event of the business, whereof you write, is, it 
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may be, for the best : for seeing my lord, of himself, 
beginneth to come about, quorsum as yet ? I could not 
in my heart suffer my lord Digby to go hence without 
my thanks and acknowledgments. I send my letter 
open, which I pray seal and deliver. Particulars I would 
not touch. 

Your moat affectionate and assured Friend, 

FR. ST. ALBAN. 



TO MR. TOBIE MATTHEW. 

GOOD MR. MATTHEW, 

When you write by pieces, it sheweth your continual 
care ; for a flush of memory is not so much ; and I shall 
be always, on my part, ready to watch for you, as you 
for me. 

I will not fail, when I write to the lord marquis, to 
thank his lordship for the message, and to name the 
nuntius. And, to tell you plainly, this care, they speak 
of, concerning my estate, was more than I looked for at 
this time ; and it is that, which pleaseth me best. For 
my desires reach but to a fat otium, That h truth ; and 
so would I have all men think, except the greatest ; for 
I krww patent*, absque aliquid inde reddendo, are not 
so easily granted* 

I pray my service to the SpapisjbL ambassador, and 
present him my humble thanks for his favour. I am 
much his servant ; wd ashes may be good for somewhat 
I ever rest 

Your moat affectionate and assured Friend, 

FR. SX. AI-3AN. 

I have sought for your little book, and cannot And it. 
\ had it one day with me in my coach. But sure it is 
safe ; for I seldom lose books or papers. 

TO THE LORD VISCOUNT ST. ALB AX. 

MOST HONOURED LORD, 

I have received your great afcd noble token and fevaur 
of the 9th of April, and can but return the humbkat of 
my thanks for your lordship's vouchsafing so to visit this 
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poorest and unworthiest of your servants. It doth me 
good at heart, that, although I be not where I was in 
place, yet I am in the fortune of your lordship's favour, 
if I may call that fortune, which I observe to be so un- 
changeable. I pray hard that it may once come in my 
power to serve you for it ; and who can tell, but that, 
as forth hnaginatio general casum, so strange desires 
may do as much ? Sure I am that mine are ever waiting 
on your lordship ; and wishing as much happiness as is 
due to your incomparable virtue, I humbly do your 
lordship reverence. 

Your Lurdsliip's most obligp.d and humble Servant, 

TOBIE MATTHEW. 

Postsc. The most prodigious wit, that ever I knew 
of my nation, and of this side of the sea, is of your lord- 
ship's name, though he be known by another. 

TO THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF YORK '. 

I must use a better style, than mine own, in saying, 
* Amor tuus undequaque se ostendit ex literis tuis 
proximis,' for which I give your grace many thanks, and 
so, with more confidence, continue my suit to your lord- 
ship for a lease absolute for twenty-one years of the house, 
being the number of years, which my father and my pre- 
decessors fulfilled in it. A good fine requires certainty 
of term : and I am well assured, that the charge I have 
expended, in reparations, amounting to 1000 marks at 
least already, is more than hath been laid out by the 
tenants that have been in it since my remembrance, 
answerable to my particular circumstance, that I was bom 
there, and am like to end my days there. Neither can I 
hold my hand, but, upon this encouragement, am like to 
be doing still, which tendeth to the improvement, in 
great measure of the inheritance of your see by super- 
lapidations, if I may so call it, instead of dilapidations, 
wherewith otherwise it might be charged. 

And whereas a state for life is a certainty, and not so 

1 Dr. To bit Matthew. 
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well seen how it wears, a term of years makes me more 
depending upon you and your succession. 

For the providing of your lordship and your successors 
a house, it is part of the former covenant, wherein I 
desired not to be released. 

So assuring myself of your grant and perfecting of this 
my suit ; and assuring your grace of my earnest desire 
and continual readiness to deserve well of you and yours 
chiefly, and likewise of the see in any of the causes or 
preeminences thereof, I commend your grace to God's 
goodness, resting, etc. 



The following Papers, containing the Lord Chancellor Ellbs- 
mkrb*s Exceptions to Sir Edward Cokes Reports, and 
Sir Edward's Answers, having never been printed, though 
Mr. Stephens, who had copied them from the Originals, 
designed to have given them to the public, they are sub- 
joined here in justice to the memory of that great lawyer 
and judge ; especially as the offence taken at his Reports 
by King James, is mentioned above in the Letter of the 
Lord Chancellor and Sir Francis Bacon, of October 16, 
1616, to that King. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 1 . 

IT MAY PLEASE TOUR MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

According to your majesty's directions signified unto 
me by Mr. Solicitor, I called the lord chief justice before 
me on Thursday the 17th of this instant, in the presence 
of Mr. Attorney and others of your learned counsel. I 
did let him know your majesty's acceptance of the few 
animadversions, which, upon review of his own labours, 
he had sent, though fewer than you expected, and his 
excuses other than you expected, as namely, in the prince's 
case, the want of the original in French, as though, if the 
original had been primogenitus in Latin, then he had not 
in that committed any error. I told him farther, that be- 
cause his books were many, and the cases therein, as he 
saith, 500, your majesty, out of your gracious favour, 
was pleased, that his memory should be refreshed ; and 

1 From the originals. 
VOL. VI. F F 
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that he should be put in mind of some passages dispersed 
in his books, which your majesty, being made acquainted 
with, doth as yet distaste, until you hear his explanation 
and judgment concerning the same. And that out of 
many some few should be selected, and that at this time 
he should not be pressed with more, and these few not 
to be the special and principal points of the cases, which 
were judged, but things delivered by discourse, and, as 
it were, by expatiation, which might have been spared 
and forborn, without prejudice to the judgment in the 
principal cases. 

Of this sort Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor made 
choice of five specially, which were read distinctly to the 
lord chief justice. He heard them with good attention, 
and took notes thereof in writing, and, lest there might 
be any mistaking either in the declaring thereof unto 
him, or in his misconceiving of the same, it was thought 
good, to deliver unto him a true copy. Upon consideration 
whereof, and upon advised deliberation, he did yesterday 
in the afternoon return unto me, in the presence of all 
your learned counsel, a copy of the five points before 
mentioned, and his answer at large to the same, which I 
make bold to present herewith to your majesty, who can 
best discern and judge both of this little which is done, 
and what may be expected of the multiplicity of other 
cases of the like sort, if they shall be brought to further 
examination. All that I have done in this hath been by 
your majesty's commandment and direction, in presence 
of all your learned counsel, and by the special assistance 
and advice of your attorney and solicitor. 

I know obedience is better than sacrifice ; for other- 
wise I would have been an humble suitor to your majesty 
to have been spared in all service concerning the lord 
chief justice. I thank God, I forget not the fifth petition, 
Dimitte nobis debita nostra sicut, etc. but withal I have 
learned this distinction : there is, 1. Remissio vindicta. 
2. Remissio poena? . 3. Remissio judiciL The two first 
I am past, and have freely and clearly remitted. But the 
last, which is of judgment and discretion, I trust I may 
in Christianity and with good conscience retain, and not 
to trust too far, etc. 
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I must beseech your majesty's favour to excuse me 
for all that I have here before written, but specially for 
this last needless passage ; wherein I fear your majesty 
will note me to play the divine, without learning, and 
out of season. So with my continual prayers to God to 
preserve your majesty with long, healthful, and happy 
Kfe, and all earthly and heavenly felicity, I rest 

Yonr Majesty's humble and faithful Subject and Servant, 

T. ELLESMERE, CANC. 

At York-house, 22 Oct. 1616. 



Questions demanded of the Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench by his Majesty's commandment 

1. In the case of the isle of Ely, whether his lordship 
thinks that resolution there spoken of to be law ; That 
a general taxation upon a town, to pay so much towards 
the repair of the sea-banks, is not warranted to be done 
by the commissioners of sewers ; but that the same must 
be upon every particular person, according to the quantity 
of his land, and by number of acres and perches ; and 
according to the portion of the profit, which every one 
hath there 1 . 

2. In Darcy*s case, whether his lordship's judgment be 
as he reporteth it to be resolved ; that the dispensation 
or licence of queen Elizabeth to Darcy to have the sole 
importation of cards, notwithstanding the statute, 3 E. 4, 
is against law \ 

3. In Godfrey's case, what he means by this passage, 
Some courts cannot imprison, fine, or amerce, as eccle- 
siastic^ courts before the ordinary archdeacon, etc. or 
other commissioners, and such like, which proceed accord- 
ing to the canon or civil law 5 . 

4. In Dr. Bonham's case, what he means by this pas- 
sage, That in many cases the common law shall controul 
acts of parliament, and sometimes shall judge them to 
be merely void : For where an act of parliament is against 
eommon right and reason, the law shall controul it, and 
adjudge it void 4 . 

1 Lib. 10. • Lib. 11. 8 Ibid. « Lib. 8. 

F F 2 
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5. In Bagges's case, to explain himself where he saith, 
That to the court of King's Bench belongs authority, not 
only to correct errors in judicial proceedings, but other 
errors and misdemeanors extra-judicial, tending to the 
breach of peace, oppression of subjects, or to the raising 
of faction, controversies, debate, or to any manner of mis- 
government. So no wrong or injury can be done, but, 
that this shall be reformed or punished by due course of 

law 1 . 

I received these questions the 17th of this instant 
October, being Thursday ; and this 21st day of the 
same month I made these answers following : 

The humble and direct Answer to the Questions upon the 

Case of the Isle of Ely. 

The statute of the 23 H. VIII. cap. 5, prescribed* the 
commission of sewers to be according to the manner, form, 
tenure, and effect hereafter ensuing, namely, to inquire 
by the oath of men, etc. who hath any lands or tenements, 
or common of pasture, or hath, or may have, any loss, etc. 
and all these persons to tax, distrain, and punish, etc. after 
the quantity of lands, tenements, and rents, by the number 
of acres and perches, after the rate of every person's por- 
tion or profit, or after the quantity of common of pasture, 
or common of fishing, or other commodity there, by such 
ways and means, and in such manner and form, as to you, 
or six of you, shall seem most convenient. 

The commissioners of sewers within the isle of Ely 
did tax Fendrayton, Samsey, and other towns generally, 
namely, one intire sum upon the town of Fendrayton, 
another upon Samsey, etc. The lords of the council wrote 
to myself, the chief justice of the Common Pleas, and 
unto justice Daniel and justice Foster, to certify our 
opinions, whether such a general taxation were good in 
law. Another question was also referred to us, whereof 
no question is now made : and as to this question we 
certified, and so I have reported as followeth, That the 
taxation ought to have these qualities, 1. It ought to be 
according to the quantity of lands, tenements, and rents, 
and by number of acres and perches. 2. According to 

1 Lib, 11. 



LORD CHANCELLOR BACON'S LETTERS, ETC* 437 

the rate of every person's portion, tenure, or profit, or of 
thequantity of common of pasture, fishing, or other com- 
modity, wherein we erred not, for they be the very words 
and text of the law, and of the commission. Therefore 
we concluded, that the said taxation of an intire sum in 
gross upon a town is not warranted by their commission, 
etc. And being demanded by your majesty's command- 
ment, whether I do think the said resolution concerning 
the said general taxation to be law, I could have wished, 
that I could have heard council learned again on both 
sides, as I and the other judges did, when we resolved 
this point ; and now being seven years past since the said 
resolution, and by all this time I never hearing any ob- 
jection against it, I have considered of this case, as 
seriously as I could within this short time, and without 
conference with any; and mine humble answer is, That 
for any thing that I can conceive to the contrary, I 
remain still of my former opinion, and have, 1. As I take 
it, the express text and meaning of the law to warrant 
mine opinion. 2. Seeing that one town is of greater 
value, and subject to more danger, than another, the 
general taxation of a town cannot, as I take it, be just, 
unless the particular lands, etc. and loss be known, for 
the total must rise upon the particulars ; and if the par- 
ticulars be known, then may the taxations be in particular, 
as it ought, as I take it, to be according to the express 
words of the act and commission. 

3. The makers of the act did thereby provide, That 
every man should be equally charged, according to his 
benefit or loss ; but if the general taxations should be 
good, then might the intire tax set upon the town be 
levied of any one man or some few men of that town ; 
which should be unequal, and against the express words 
of the act and commission ; and if it should be in the 
power of their officer to levy the whole taxation upon 
whom he will, it would be a means of much corruption 
and inconvenience ; all which the makers of the act did 
wisely foresee by the express words of the act. 

4. If the taxation be in particular, according to the 
number of acres, etc. which may easily be known, it may, 
as I take it, be easily done. 
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5. It was not only the resolution of the said three 
judges, but it hath been ruled and adjudged by divers 
other judges in other rates accordingly. 

All which notwithstanding I most humbly submit 
myself herein to your majesty's princely censure 
and judgment. 

EDW. COKE. 



. The humble and direct Answer to the Questions upon 

UArcy's Case. 

The statute of 3 of E. 4. cap. 4. at the humble petition 
of the card-makers, etc. within England, prohibiteth, 
amongst other things, the bringing into the realm of all 
foreign playing cards upon certain penalties. Queen 
Elizabeth, in the fortieth year of her reign, granted to 
Sir Ed. D'Arcy, his executors, deputies, and assigns, for 
twenty-one years, to have the sole making of playing cards 
within the realm, and the sole importation of foreign 
playing cards ; and that no other should either make any 
such cards, within the realm, or import any foreign cards, 
but only the said Sir Ed. D'Arcy, his executors, deputies, 
and assigns, notwithstanding the said act. 

The point concerning the sole making of cards within 
the realm is not questioned : the only question now is 
concerning the sole importation. 

It was resolved, that the dispensation or licence to 
have the sole importation or merchandizing of cards, 
without any limitation or stint, is utterly against the 
law. 

And your majesty's commandment having been signi- 
fied to me, to know, whether my judgment be, as I 
report it to be resolved, in most humble manner I offer 
this answer to your majesty ; That I am of opinion, that 
without all question the late queen by her prerogative 
might, as your majesty may, grant licence to any man 
to import any quantity of the said manufacture whatso- 
ever, with a non obstante of the said statute : and for 
proof thereof I have cited about fifteen book-cases in my 
report of this case. And the first of those book-cases is 
the 2 H. 7. fol. 6. by the which it appeareth, that if a 
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penal statute should add a clause, That the king should 
not grant any dispensation thereof, mm obstante the 
statute; yet the king, notwithstanding that clause of 
restraint, might grant dispensations at his pleasure with 
a rum obstante thereof. Therefore seeing this royal 
prerogative and power to grant dispensations to penal 
laws is so incident and inseparable to the crown, as a 
clause in an act of parliament cannot restrain it, I am of 
opinion, that when the late queen granted to Sir Ed. 
D'Arcy to have the sole importation of this manufacture 
without limitation, and that no other should import any 
of the same during 21 years, that the same was not of 
force either against the late queen, or is of force against 
your majesty : for, if the said grant were of force, then 
could not the late queen or your majesty, during the 
said term, grant any dispensation of this statute con- 
cerning this manufacture to any other for any cause 
whatsoever ; which is utterly against your majesty's in- 
separable prerogative, and consequently utterly void; 
which falleth not out where the licence hath a certain 
limitation of quantity or stint ; for there the crown is not 
restrained to grant any other licence. 

And therefore where it was resolved by Popham chief 
justice, and the court of King's Bench, before I was a 
judge, That the said dispensation or licence to have the 
sole importation and merchandizing of cards without 
any limitation or stint, should be void, I am of the same 
opinion; for that it is neither against your majesty's pre- 
rogative, nor power in granting of such dispensations ; 
but tendeth to the maintenance of your majesty's prero- 
gative royal, and may, if it stand with your majesty's 
pleasure, be so explained. 

Wherein in all humbleness I submit myself to your 
majesty's princely censure and judgment. 

EDW. COKE. 



The humble and direct Answer to the Questwn rising upon 

Godfrey's Case. 

Some courts cannot imprison, fine, nor amerce, as 
ecclesiastical courts holden before the ordinary, arch- 
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deacon, or their commissaries and such like, which pro- 
ceed according to the common or civil law. 

And being commanded to explain what I meant by 
this passage, I answer, that I intended only those ecclesi- 
astical courts there named and such like, that is, such 
like ecclesiastical courts, as peculiars, &c. 

And within these words (And such like), I never did 
nor could intend thereby the high commission ; for that 
is grounded upon an act of parliament, and the king's 
letters patents under the great seal, Therefore these 
words commissaries and such like cannot be extended 
to the high commission, but, as I have said, to inferior 
ecclesiastical courts. 

Neither did I thereby intend the court of the admi- 
ralty ; for that is not a like court to the courts before 
named; for those be ecclesiastical courts, and this is 
temporal. But I referred the reader to the case in 
Brooks's Abridgment, pla. 77, where it is that, if the 
admiral, who proceeded by the civil law, hold plea of 
any thing done upon the land, that it is void and coram 
nonjudice ; and that an action of transgressions in that 
case doth he, as by the said case it appeareth. And 
therefore that in that case he can neither fine nor im- 
prison. And therewith agree divers acts of parliament ; 
and so it may be explained, as it was truly intended. 

All which I most humbly submit to your majesty's 
princely judgment. 

EDW. COKE. 



The humble and direct, Answer to the Fourth Qucstuiii 
arising out of Dr. Bosham'b Case. 

In this case I am required to deliver what I mean by 
this passage therein, That in many cases the common 
law shall control acts of parliament ; and sometimes 
shall adjudge them to be merely void ; for where an act 
of parliament is against common right and reason, the 
common law shall control it, and adjudge it to be void. 

The words of my report do not import any new opi- 
nion, but only a. relation of such authorities of law, as 
had been adjudged and resolved in ancient and former 
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times, and were cited in the argument of Bonham's case ; 
and therefore the words of my book are these, * It ap- 
peareth in our books, that in many cases the common 
law shall control acts of parliament, and sometimes shall 
adjudge them to be utterly void ; for when an act of 
parliament is against common right and reason, or re- 
pugnant or impossible to be performed, the common law 
shall control this, and adjudge such act to be void." 
And therefore in 8 E. 3. 30, Thomas Tregor's case, 
upon the statute of West. 2. cap. 38, et artic. super 
cart. cap. 9, Herle saith, Some statutes are made 
against law and right, which they, that made them, 
perceiving, would not put them in execution. 

The statute of H. 2. cap. 21, gives a writ of € Ces- 
savit haeredi petenti super haeredem tenent et super eos, 
quibus ahenatum fuerit hujusmodi tenementum.' And 
yet it is adjudged in 33 E. 3, tit. cessavit 42, where 
the case was, Two co-partners, lords and tenant by 
fealty and certain rent ; the one co-partner hath issue, 
and dieth, the aunt and the niece shall not join in a ces- 
savit, because that the heir shall not have a cessavit, 
for the cessor in his ancestor's time. Fitz. N. B. 209, F. 
and herewith accords Plow. com. 110. And the reason 
is, because that in a cessavit, the tenant, before judg- 
ment, may render the arrearages and damages, &c. and 
retain his land : and this he cannot do, when the heir 
bringeth a cessavit for the cessor in the time of his 
ancestor ; for the arrearages incurred in the life of his 
ancestor do not belong to the heir. 

And because that this is against common right and 
reason, the common law adjudges the said act of parlia- 
ment as to this pointvoid. The statute of Carlisle made 
anno 35 E. 1. enacteth, That the order of the Cister- 
tians and Augustins have a convent and common seal ; 
that the common seal shall be in the custody of the 
prior, which is under the abbot, and four others of the 
discreetest of the house ; and that any deed sealed with 
the common seal, that is not so kept, shall be void. And 
the opinion in the 27 H. 6. tit. Annuity 41, was, that 
this statute is void ; for the words of the book are, it is 
impertinent to be observed : for the seal being in their 
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custody, the abbot cannot seal any thing with it ; and 
when it is in the hands of the abbot, it is out of their 
custody ipso facto. And if the statute should be ob- 
served, every common seal might be defeated by a 
simple surmise, which cannot be. Note, reader, the 
words of the said statute made at Carlisle, anno 35 E. 1. 
which is called Statutum Religiosorum, are these : ' Et 
insuper ordinavit dominus rex et statuit, quod abbates 
Cistereienscs et Prremonstratenses ordinum religiosorum, 
etc. de cetero habeant sigillum commune, et illud in 
custodia prioris monasterii seu domus et quatuor de dig- 
nioribus et discretioribus ejusdem loci conventus sub 
privato sigillo abbatis ipsius loci custod. deponend. Et 
si forsan aliqua scripta obligationum, donationum, emp- 
tionum, vendition um, alienationum, seu aliorum quo- 
rumcunque contractuum alio sigiilo quam tali sigillo 
communi sicut praimittitur custodit, inveniatur amodo, 
sigillata pro nullo penitus habeantur, omnique careant 
firmitate.' So the statute of 1 E. 6. cap. 14, gives 
chanteries, &c. to the king, saving to the donor, &c. all 
such rents, services, &c. and the common law controls 
this, and adjudges it void as to the services; and the 
donor shall have the rent as a rent-seek to distrain of 
common right ; for it should be against common right 
and reason, that the king should hold of any, or do suit 
to any of his subjects, 14 Eliz. Dyer, 313. And so it 
was adjudged Mich. 16 and 17 Eliz. in the common 
place in Stroud's case. So if any act of parliament give 
to any to hold, or to have conusance of all manner of 
pleas before him arising within his manor of D. yet he 
shall hold no plea, whereunto himself is a party, for 
Iniguum ext at'tqvem sua; ret esse judicem. 

Which oases being cited in the argument of tliis case, 
and I finding them truly vouched, I reported them in 
this case, as my part was, and had no other meaning 
than so far as those particular cases there cited do extend 
unto. And therefore the beginning is, It appeareth in 
our books, &c. And so it may be explained, as it was 
truly intended. 

In all which I most humbly submit myself to your 
majesty's princely censure and judgment. 
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The humble and direct Answer to the last Question arising 

upon Bagqs Case. 

It was resolved, that to this court of the King's 
Bench belongeth authority not only to correct errors in 
judicial proceedings, but other errors and misdemeanors 
tending to the breach of the peace, or oppression of the 
subjects, or to the raising of faction or other misgovern- 
ment : so that no wrong or injury either public or pri- 
vate can be done, but it shall be reformed and punished 
by law. 

Being commanded to explain myself concerning these 
words, and principally concerning this word, misgovem- 
ment; 

I answer, that the subjcctr-matter of that case con- 
cerned the misgovernment of the mayors and other the 
magistrates of Plymouth. 

And I intended for the persons the misgovernment of 
such inferior magistrates for the matters in committing 
wrong or injury, either public or private, punishable by 
law, and therefore the last clause was added, " And so 
no wrong or injury, either public or private, can be 
done, but it shall be reformed and punished by law" ; 
and the rule is € Verba intelligenda sunt secundum 
subjectam materiam.' 

And that they and other corporations might know, 
that factions and other misgovernments amongst them, 
either by oppression, bribery, unjust disfranchisements, 
or other wrong or injury, public or private, are to be 
redressed and punished by law, it was so reported. 

But if any scruple remains to clear it, these words 
may be added ' by inferior magistrates ;' and so the 
sense shall be by faction or misgovernment of inferior 
magistrates, so as no wrong or injury, &c. 

All which I most humbly submit to your majesty's 
princely judgment. 

EDW. COKE. 



MAT IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 

Above a year past, in my late lord chancellor's time, 
information was given to his majesty, that I having pub- 
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lished in eleven works or books of reports, containing 
above 600 cases one with another, had written many 
things against his majesty's prerogative. And I being 
by his majesty's gracious favour called thereunto, all the 
exceptions, that could be taken to so many cases in so 
many books, fell to five, and the most of them too were 
by passages in general words ; all which I offered to ex- 
plain in such sort, as no shadow should remain against 
his majesty's prerogative, as in truth there did not ; 
which whether it were related to his majesty, I know 
not. But thereupon the matter hath slept all this time ; 
and now the matter, after this ever blessed marriage, is 
revived, and two judges are called by my lord keeper to 
the former, that were named. My humble suit to your 
lordship is, that if his majesty shall not be satisfied with 
my fonner offer, viz. by advice of the judges to ex- 
plain and publish as is aforesaid those five points, so as 
no shadow may remain against his prerogative ; that then 
all the judges of England may be called hereunto. 2. 
That they may certify also what cases I have published 
for his majesty's prerogative and benefit, for the good of 
the Church, and quieting of mens inheritances, and good 
of the commonwealth ; for which purpose I have drawn 
a minute of a letter to the judges, which I assure myself 
your lordship will judge reasonable ; and so reposing my- 
self upon your lordship's protection I shall ever remain 

Your most bounden Servant, 

EDW. COKE, 

Superscribed, 

To the Right Honourable his singular good Lord, the Earl 

of Buckingham, of his Majesty's Privy Council'. 



The Letter to the Judges. 
Whereas in the time of the late lord chancellor inti- 
mation was given unto us, that divers cases were pub- 
lished in Sir Edward Coke's reports, tending to the pre- 
judice of our prerogative royal ; whereupon we caring 
for nothing more, as by our kingly office we are bounden, 

1 There U no date to this letter, but I 
November, 1617. Nate by Mr. Stephi 
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than the preservation of prerog at ive royal, ic&ned the 
same ; and thereupon, as we are informed, the said Sir 
Edward Coke bong called thereunto, the obje ct i ons 
were reduced to fire only, and most of them c o nsi stin g 
in general terms ; all winch Sir Edward oflered, as we 
are informed, to explain and publish, so as no shadow 
might remain against our prerogative. And whereas of 
late two other judges are called to the others formerly 
named. Now our pleasure and intention being to be 
informed of the whole truth, and that right he done to 
all, do think it fit, that all the judges of England, and 
barons of the Exchequer, who have principal care of 
our pre rogative and benefit, do assemble together con- 
cerning the discussing of that, which, as is aforesaid, 
was formerly referred ; and also what cases Sir Edward 
Coke hath published to the mainten a n ce of our pte r uga - 
tive and benefit, for the safety and increase of the re- 
venues of the Church, and for the quieting of mens 
inheritances, and the general good of the commonwealth: 
in all which we require your advice and careful consider- 
ations; and that before you make any certificate to us, 
you confer with the said Sir Edward, so as all things 
may be the better cleared. 

To all the Judges of England, and Barons of the 

Exchequer. 
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.EOANCIS BACON, VISCOUNT St. ALBAN. 

"* . • 

1 «( i ■ - 

Fntsr, I bequeath mp soul mid body into the hands of 
} €tod by the blessed oblation of my Saviour; t&^ one at 
tfta time of my dissolution, the other at the time of my 
itefcturreetion. For my burial, I desire it may be in St-Mi- 
&aeTs church, near St; Alban's r there was ihv mother 
Btaiedyand it is the parish church of mrmaiosion-honse 
Uf Gforikambury , and it is the onfy<3hristian church with- 
in the wkHs of Old Verufam. I would have the charge 
dfmy fiineraJttot to exceed three hrmdted pounds at the 

* BnWM 

* For my name and memory, I leave it to men's cha- 
lftdEde speeches, and to fomgp nations, and the next 
igefc But, as ta that dirrabfe part of my memory, which 
consisteth in my works and writings, I desire my executors, 
and especially Sir John Constable and my very good 
friend Mr. Bosvile, to take care that of all my writings, 
both of English and of Latin, there may be books fair 
bound, and placed in the king's library, and in the library 
of the university of Cambridge, and in the library of Tri- 
nity College, where myself was bred, and in the library 
of Bennett College, where my father was bred, and 
in the library of the university of Oxonford, and in 
the library of my lord of Canterbury, and in the library 
of Eaton. 

Also, whereas I have made up two register-books, the 
one of my orations or speeches, the other of my epistles 
or letters, whereof there may be use ; and yet because 
they touch upon business of state, they are not fit to be 
put into the hands but of some counsellor, I do devise 
and bequeath them to the right honourable my very 
good lord bishop of Lincoln, and the chancellor of his 
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majesty's duchy of Lancaster. Also I desire my execu- 
tors, especially my brother Constable, and also Mr. Bos* 
vile, presently after my decease, to take into their hands 
all my papers whatsoever, which are either in cabinets, 
boxes, or presses, and them to seal up until they may at 
their leisure peruse them. 

I give and bequeath unto the poor of the parishes 
where I have at any time rested in my pilgrimage, some 
little relief according to my poor means: to the poor of 
St. Martin in the Fields, where I was born, and lived in 
my first and last days, forty pounds ; to the poor of St. 
Michael's near St. Alban's, where I desire to be buried, 
because the day of death is better than the day of birth, 
fifty pounds ; to the poor of St. Andrew's, in Holborn, in 
respect of my long abode in Gray's-Inn, thirty pounds ; 
to the poor of the abbey church parish in St. Alban's, 
twenty pounds ; to the poor of St. Peter's there, twenty 
pounds; to the poor of St. Stephen's there, twenty 
pounds ; to the poor of Redborn, twenty pounds ; to the 
poor of Hempstead, where I heard sermons and prayers 
to my comfort in the time of the former great plague, 
twenty pounds ; to the poor of Twickenham, where I 
lived some time at Twickenham Park, twenty pounds. I 
intreat Mr. Shute, of Lombard-street, to preach my fu- 
neral sermon, and to him in that respect I give twenty 
pounds ; or if he cannot be had, Mr. Peterson, my late 
chaplain, or his brother. 

Devises and legacies to my wife: I give grant and 
confirm to my loving wife, by this my last will, whatso- 
ever hath been assured to her, or mentioned or intended 
to be assured to her by any former deed, be it either my 
lands in Hertfordshire, or the farm of the seal, or the 
gift of goods, in accomplishment of my covenants of mar- 
riage ; and I give her also the ordinary stuff at Gorham- 
bury, as wainscot tables, stools, bedding, and the like 
(always reserving and excepting the rich hangings with 
their covers, the table-carpets, and the long cushions, and 
all other stuff which was or is used in the long gallery ; 
and also a rich chair, which was my niece Caesar's gift, 
and also the armour, and also all tables of marble and 
towch). I give also to my wife my four coach geldings, 



448 THE LAST WILL OF 

and my best caroache, and her own coach mares and ca- 
roache ; I give also and grant to my wife the one half' of 
the rent which was reserved upon Read's lease for her 
life ; which rent although I intended to her merely for 
her better maintenance while she lived at her own charge, 
and not to continue after my death ; yet because she has 
begun to receive it, I am content to continue it to her ; 
and I conceive by this advancement, which first and last 
I have left her, besides her own inheritance, I have made 
her of competent abilities to maintain the estate of a 
viscountess, and give sufficient tokens of my love and li- 
berality towards her ; for 1 do reckon, and that with the 
least, that Gorhambury and my lands in Hertfordshire, 
will be worth unto her seven hundred pounds per an- 
num, besides woodfells, and the leases of the houses, 
whereof five hundred pounds per annum only I was tied 
unto by covenants upon marriage ; so as the two hundred 
pounds and better was mere benevolence ; the six hun- 
dred pounds per annum upon the farm of the writs, was 
likewise mere benevolence ; her own inheritance also, 
with that she purchased with part of her portion, is two 
hundred pounds per annum and better, besides the wealth 
she hath in jewels, plate, or otherwise, wherein I was 
never strait-handed. All which I here set down, not be- 
cause I think it too much, but because others may not 
think it less than it is. 

Legacies to my friends : I give unto the right ho- 
nourable my worthy friend the marquis Fiatt, late lord 
ambassador of France, my books of orizons or psalms 
curiously rhymed ; I give unto the right honourable my 
noble friend Edward earl of Dorset, my ring, with the 
crushed diamond, which the king that now is gave me 
when he was prince; I give unto my right honourable 
friend the lord Cavendish, my casting-bottle of gold ; I 
give to my brother Constable all my books, and one 
hundred pounds to be presented to him in gold ; I give 
to my sister Constable some jewels to be bought for her, 
of the value of fifty pounds; I give to Nail, her daughter, 
some jewels, to be bought for her, of the value of forty 
pounds; I give to my lady Cooke some jewels, to be 
bought for her, of the value of fifty pounds ; and to her 
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daughter , Ann Cooke, to buy tier a y:w<:\, forty pounds; 
and to her son, Charles, some little jewel, t/> the value of 
thirty pounds. I will also, that rny executor* sell my 
chambers in Gray*s-Inn, which, now the leaae is full, 1 
conceive may yield some three hundred pound*; one htuw 
dred pounds for the ground story, ami two hundred 
pounds for the third and fourth stories ; which money , or 
whatsoever it be, I desire my executors to Iwstow for 
some little present relief, upon twenty-five |xx>r scholar* 
in both universities, fifteen in Cambridge, and ten in < >*- 
onfbrd.- I give to Mr. Thomas Meanly* some jewel to 
be bought for him, of the value of fifty pound*, and mv 
foot-cloth horse. I give to my aneiet it good friend, Hir 
Tobie Matthew, some ring, to be bought for him, of the 
value of thirty pounds. I give to my very good friend, 
Sir Christopher Darcy, some ring, to tie bought for him, 
of the value of thirty pound*. I give to Mr. Henry 
Percy one hundred pounds. I give to Mr. Henry Good- 
ricke forty pounds. I give to rny godson, Francis Lowe, 
son of Humphrey Lowe, one hundred and fifty pound*. 
I give to my godson, Francis Hatcher, son of Mr. Wil- 
liam Hatcher, one hundred pounds. I give to my god- 
son, Francis Fleetwood, son of Henry Fleetwood, Vmx. 
fifty pounds. I give to my godson, 1'hilips, son of audi- 
tor Philips, twenty pounds. I give to every of my exe- 
cutors a piece of plate of thirty pound* value. 

Legacies to my servants now, or late servants : I give 
to my servant, Robert Halpeny, four hundred )K>und*, 
and the one half of my provisions of hay, fire- wood, and 
timber, which shall remain at the time of my decease. I 
give to my servant, Stephen Paise, three hundred and 
fifty pounds, and my bed with the appurtenances, bed- 
linen, and apparel-linen, as shirts, pillow-biers, sheets, 
caps, handkerchiefs, etc. I give to my servant, Wood, 
three hundred and thirty pounds, with all my apparel, 
as doublets, hose; and to his wife, ten pounds. I give 
to my late servant, Francis Edney, two hundred pounds, 
and my rich gown. I give to my ancient servant, Trough- 
ton, one hundred pounds. I give to my chaplain, Dr. 
Rawleigh, one hundred pounds. I give to my ancient 
servant, Welles, one hundred pounds. I give to my an- 
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cient servant, Fletcher, one hundred pounds ; and to his 
brother ten pounds : and if my servant Fletcher be dead, 
then the whole to his brother. 1 give to my wife's late 
waiting-gentlewoman, Mrs. Wagstaffe, one hundred 
pounds. 1 give to Morrice Davis, one hundred pounds. I 
give to old John Bays onfe hundred pounds. I give to 
my ancient servant, Woder, three score and ten pounds. I 
give to my ancient servant, Guilman, three score pounds. 
I give to my ancient servant, Faldo, forty pounds. I give 
to London, my coachman, forty pounds. I give to 
Harsnep, my groom, forty pounds. I give to Abraham, 
my footman, forty pounds. 1 give to Smith, my bailiff, 
and his wife, forty pounds. I give to my ancient ser- 
vant, Bowes, thirty pounds. I give to my servant, At- 
kins, thirty pounds. I give to old Thomas Gotherum, 
who was bred with me from a child, thirty pounds. I 
give to my servant, Plomer, twenty pounds. I give to 
Daty, my cook, twenty pounds. I give to Henry Brown 
twenty pounds. I give to Richard Smith twenty pounds. 
I give to William Sayers ten pounds. I give to John 
Large twenty pounds. I give to old goodwife Smith ten 
pounds. I give to Peter Radford's wife five pounds. I 
give to every mean servant that attends me, and is not 
already named, five pounds. 

The general devise and bequest of all my lands and 
goods to the performance of my will. 

Whereas by former assurance made to Sir John Con- 
stable, knight, my brother-in-law, and to Sir Thomas 
Crew and Sir Thomas Hedley, knights, and Serjeants at 
law, and some other persons now deceased, all my lands 
and tenements in Hertfordshire were by me conveyed in 
trust : and whereas of late my fine, and the whole bene- 
fit thereof, was by his majesty's letters patents conveyed 
to Mr. Justice Hutton, Mr. Justice Chamberlain, Sir 
Francis Barneham, and Sir Thomas Crewe, knight, per- 
sons by me named in trust ; I do devise by this my will, 
and declare that the trust by me reposed, as well touch- 
ing the said lands as upon the said letters patents, is, that 
all and every the said persons so trusted, shall perform 
all acts and assurances that by my executors, or the sur- 
vivor or survivors of them, shall be thought fit and re- 
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qui red^ for the £aymea*'fcftd 'satisfaction of my debts, 
and legacies, and performance of my will, having a cha* 
ritable care that the poorest either of my creditors or le- 
gataries be first satisfied. 

I do farther give and devise all my goods, chattels, 
and debts due to me whatsoever, as well my pension of 
twelve hundred pounds per annum from the king, for 
certain years yet to come ; as all my plate, jewels, house- 
hold-stuff, goods and chattels whatsoever, except such as 
by this my last will I have especially bequeathed, to my 
executors, for the better and more ready payment of my 
debts, and performance of my will. 

And because I conceive there will be upon the moneys 
raised by sale of my lands, leases, goods and chattels, a 
good round surplusage, over and above that which may 
serve to satisfy my debts and legacies, and perform my 
will, I do devise and declare, that my executors shall 
employ the said surplusage in manner and form Mow- 
ing : that is to say, that they purchase therewith so much 
land of inheritance, as may erect and endow two lectures 
in either of the universities ; one of which lectures shall 
be of natural philosophy, and the sciences in general 
thereunto belonging ; hoping that the stipends or sala- 
ries of the lectures may amount to two hundred pounds 
a year for either of them ; and for the ordering of the 
said lectures, and the election of the lecturers from time 
to time, I leave it to the care of my executors, to be es- 
tablished by the advice of the lords bishops of Lincoln 
and Coventry and Litchfield. , 

Nevertheless, thus much I do direct, that none shall be 
lecturer if he be English, except he be master of arts of 
seven years standing, and that he be not professed in di- 
vinity, law, or physic, as long as he remains lecturer ; 
and that it be without difference whether [he]] be a 
stranger or English : and I wish my executors to consi- 
der of the precedent of Sir Henry SaviTs lectures, for 
their better instruction. 

I constitute and appoint for my executors of this my 
last will and testament, my approved good friend the 
right honourable Sir Humphrey Maye, chancellor of his 
majesty's duchy of Lancaster, Mr. Justice Hutton, Sir 
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Thomas Crewe, Sir Francis Barneham, Sir John Con- 
stable, and Sir Euball Thelwali ; and I name and intreat 
to be one of my supervisors, my most noble, constant 
and true friend, the duke of Buckingham, unto whom I 
do most humbly make this my last request, that he will 
reach forth his hand of grace to assist the just perform- 
ance of this my will ; and likewise that he will be gra- 
ciously pleased for my sake to protect and help such of my 
good servants, as my executors shall at any time recom- 
mend to his grace's favour : and also I do desire his grace, 
in all humbleness, to commend the memory of my long- 
continued and faithful service unto my most gracious 
sovereign, who ever, when he was prince, was my patron, 
as I shall, who have now, I praise God, one foot in 
heaven, pray for him while I have breath. 

And because of his grace's great business, I presume 
also to name for another of my supervisors, my good 
friend and near ally the master of the rolls. 

And I do most earnestly intreat both my executors and 
supervisors, that although I know well it is matter of 
double and travail unto them, yet considering what I 
have been, that they would vouchsafe to do this last of- 
fice to my memory and good name, and to the discharge 
of mine honour and conscience ; that all men may be duly 
paid their own, that my good mind by their good care 
may effect that good work. 

Whatsoever I have given, granted, confirmed, or ap- 
pointed to my wife, in the former part of this my will, 1 
do now, for just and great causes, utterly revoke and 
make void, and leave her to her right only. 

I desire my executors to have special care to discharge 
a debt by bond, now made in my sickness to Mr. Tho- 
mas Meautys, he discharging me fully towards Sir Ro- 
bert Dowglass, and to procure Sir Robert Dowglass his 
patent to be delivered to him. 

FB. ST. ALBAV- 

Pnbliilieil tbe nineteenth Jay of December, IMS, 
in the presence of 

W. BAWLEY, BO. HALPENY, 
STEPHEN PAISE, WILL. ATKINS, 
THOMAS KENT, EDWARD I.EGGE. 
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Decimo tertio die mensis Julii anno Domini mifles- 
simo sexcentesimo vicesirao septimo emanavit com- 
missio domino Roberto Rich militi, supremae curiae 
cancellariae magistror' uni, et Thorns Meautys ar- 
migero, creditoribus honorandi viri domini Fran- 
cisci Bacon militis, domini Verulam, vice-comitis 
Sancti Albani, defunct', habentibus etc. ad adminis- 
trand' bona jura et credita dicti defuncti Francisci 
Bacon defunct', juxta tenorem et effectum ipsius 
testamenti suprascript', eo quod dominus Thomas 
Crewe miles et dominus Johannes Constable miles, 
executores in hujusmodi testamento nominat' alias 
vigore mandator* sive occasionum a curia praerogat' 
Cantuar' emanat' ad id legitime et peremptorie ci- 
tati, onus executionis testament' suprascript' in se 
suscipere recusarunt et denegarunt, saltern plus 
juste distulerunt ; eoque quod dominus Humphri- 
dus Maye miles, cancellarius ducatus Lancastrian, 
dominus Ricardus Hutton miles, unus iustitiario- 
rum domini nostri regis de banco coram; dominus 
Euball Thelwall miles, supremae curiae cancellariae 
magistrorum unus, et dominus Franciscus Barnham 
miles, executores etiam in testamento suprascript' 
nominat', ex eertis causis eos et amieos suos in ea 
parte juste moven' oneri executionis testament' su- 
prascript' expresse renuntiarunt, prout ex actis cu- 
riae praedict' plenius liquet et apparet ; de bene et 
fidefiter administrando eadem ad sancta Dei evan- 
gelia in debita juris forma jurat'. 

LlNTHWAITE F ARRANT 

Registrar' deputat' assumpt'. 

END OP VOL. VI. 



* * The English Index follows that of the Latin, at the end of 

Vol. X. 
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